
SUSPENDED SUSPENDED 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Parents are to notify a parish office soon after they know they 
are expecting. A pre-baptismal program is required. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (R.C.I.A.) 
Adults seeking full initiation, Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist, 
or those wishing to be in full communion with the Roman  
Catholic Church are asked to contact a parish office for more 
information. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Available at both worship sites on Saturday 3:30 - 4:00 p.m. or 
by appointment. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony 
Arrangements must be made at least six months, preferably a 
year, in advance of the desired date. A marriage preparation 
program is required. 
 

Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick 
This Sacrament is available for individuals upon request and  
communal celebrations are periodically scheduled. 
 

Ministry to the Sick 
Please call a parish office concerning the needs of the sick,  
hospitalized or shut-ins. Those unable to attend Mass may have 
Communion brought to them. 
 

Prayer Network 
For prayer support in time of need, call Ann Parsons at  
244-0477 or Gerri Foos at 944-4888 or gfprayer@gmail.com 

            Available at both parishes:   Available at OLQP
  
  
 

  
Handicap Access      Hearing Loop Access       Upon Request               Interpreter for the hearing impaired.
    Low Gluten Hosts                                   

Sixth Sunday of Easter 

May 17, 2020 

A Catholic Community... 
Our Lady Queen of Peace     

& St. Thomas More 

Mass Times 
Monday - Thursday: 7:00 a.m. 
Saturday 4:30 p.m., Sunday 9:15, 11:45 a.m. 
Holy Days of Obligation:  as printed in bulletin 

Our Lady Queen of Peace 
601 Edgewood Ave. Rochester, NY 14618 
585-244-3010 - email: rourlady@dor.org 

St. Thomas More 
2617 East Avenue - Rochester, NY 14610 

585-381-4200 - email: stm@dor.org 
 Office Hours 

OLQP - Monday - Thursday 
8:00-1:00 

STM - Monday-Thursday 
8:00-1:00 

Both offices closed on Friday 
www.olqpstm.com  

Mass Times 
Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. 

Saturday 4:30 p.m., Sunday 8:00, 10:30 a.m. 
Holy Days of Obligation: as printed in bulletin 



Living in the Spirit 
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Mission Statement 
The parishes of Our Lady Queen of Peace and St. Thomas More are Roman Catholic Communities that worship and live in faith.  

Nourished by the Sacraments, Scripture, and a diversity of individual gifts, we understand that our mission comes from Jesus Christ  
who calls us to teach, to preach, to serve those in need, and to be a presence of Christ in the world. 

Prayers Requested: 

Please pray for the individuals who have requested 
our prayers:  Patrick Brennan, Amy Campbell, Mary 
Jean & Carmine Castellano, Christine Barry    

Comito, Mary Ann Fischer, Louise Foxenburgh, Mary Helen 
Hiller,  Ginger Ierardi, Steven Kistner, Barbara Labroi,       
Kathleen Lowe, Lourdes May, Cecile McDonald, Ed Meagher, 
Janice Milliman, Dolly Nolan, Quinn Oliphant, Bob O’Neill, 
Phillip Pinto, Marion Robinson, Penny Rose, Angelina Snyder, 
Tom &  Kathleen Sullivan, Barb Tindale, and Phillippa Wilson. 

  We graciously welcome all new parishioners and visitors to our community.  To register please fill out a “request 
card” available at church entrances. Please drop it in the collection basket or at the office. A member of our pastoral 

staff will contact you to complete your registration. 

Mass Schedule 
According to Bishop Matano’s direction, Fr. Hart will 
be celebrating one private Mass each day.   

Currently scheduled Mass intentions not offered will be 
rescheduled at a later date. The following Mass            
intentions will be offered this week: 
Monday, May 18 St. John I, pope, martyr 

Acts 16:11-15  Ps 149:1b-6a,9b  Jn 15:26-16:4a 

  †Br. William Redmond, CSC - Ed & Mary Ann Erickson 
 

Tuesday, May 19  

Acts 16:22-34  Ps 138:1-3,7c-8  Jn 16:5-11 

  †Bob Bradley - Bill & Brenda Farrell 

                                                                                    

Wednesday, May 20  St. Bernardine of Siena, priest 

Acts 17:15,22--18:1  Ps 148:1-2,11-14  Jn 16:12-15 

 †John O’Sullivan - Family 
 

Thursday, May 21  THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD 

Acts 1:1-11  Ps 47:2-3,6-9  Eph 1:17-23  Mt 28:16-20 
 †Dorothy Meade - Peter Meade, MD 
 

Friday, May 22  St. Rita of Cascia, religious 
Acts 18:9-18  Ps 47:2-7  Jn 16:20-23 

 People of the Parish 
 

Saturday, May 23 

Acts 18:23-28  Ps 47:2-3,8-10  Jn 16:23b-28 
 

Sunday,  May 24  SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Acts 1:12-14  Ps 27:1,4,7-8  1 Pt 4:13-16  Jn 17:1-11a 
    †John Antonelli - Jean & Al Mangold 

Sanctuary Lamp Intention this week at OLQP is in 
Memory of:  John Gadziala 

PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most 
Holy Sacrament.  I love You above all things and I   

desire to receive You in my soul.  Since I cannot at this 
moment receive You sacramentally, come, at least,  

spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if you were 
already there and unite myself wholly to You.  Never 

permit me to be separated from You.  Amen 

 Over the past few weeks, as social distancing and the    
lockdown continues during this pandemic, two aspects of our new 
reality have occupied my thoughts and have been the focus of my 
prayer and reflection.  The first, I am amazed and inspired by the 
tremendous courage and dedication of the many health care workers, 
aides, and support staff throughout the world who are willing to be 
on the frontlines to combat the coronavirus outbreak. Those who 
everyday are willing to put their lives on the line, willing to be    
vulnerable, exposed, willing to touch death itself for the sake and 
well-being of others. 

One must wonder, what is it within certain individuals that 
moves them and motivates them to this level of self-giving?        
Individuals like Dr. Nusairat, for instance, who works with Covid-19 
infected individuals in a refugee camp in Jordan.  Reflecting on his 
experience he says, “When I go home, I have to keep isolated from 
my wife (she is in her 9th month of pregnancy) so as not to expose 
her to anything I may have picked up at work….  It is hard – but in 
the end it’s worth it because through my work I’m able to help many 
people.”  He says that the humanitarian nature of his work makes 
him feel satisfied and so he will never hesitate to provide whatever 
help or support he can give.  When asked what gives him hope    
during these challenging times he states, “it is the people’s          
happiness and good health that gives me hope.” A health worker in 
Bangladesh working among the poorest of the poor reflected on his 
situation and said, “The most gratifying part of what I do is going to 
work and making a difference every day.”  His hope is to always to 
make a difference.  A nurse in San Francisco spoke about her       
experience of taking care of two COVID-19 patients with            
underlying health conditions, both in their seventies, yet, they    
managed to survive.  The nurse, overjoyed with the outcome        
exclaimed, “This gives me great hope.” 

The second aspect of our present reality that often comes to 
my mind are the many individuals who have lost their jobs or been 
furloughed, those who are quarantined or must self-isolate and have 
no means of working from home.  The people whose lives have been 
turned “upside down,” who are faced with unimaginable challenges, 
worries and anxieties to provide for their basic needs and the needs 
of their families.  These individuals remind me of the church’s 
teachings on the value and dignity of each human person and the 
value of work.  Specifically, I am reminded of Pope John Paul II, 
who in his encyclical, Loborem Exercens, “On Human Work,”   
affirmed the dignity of work and place of work at the center of    
society.  Today, I am reminded of the farmworkers and truckdrivers, 
of store clerks and barbers, of so many individuals who provide so 
much to our community and our society but who are so often taken 
for granted.    

In the first letter of Saint Peter, the Apostle, he extols his     
listeners, “Always be ready to give an explanation to anyone who 
asks you for a reason for your hope…” There are many among us 
who find great satisfaction in helping others and making a           
difference, many who are willing to live and give of themselves for 
the benefit of others. In my eyes, they give witness to the Grace and 
Presence of God in our midst – and in that I find great hope.   

                            Peace and blessings,   Margaret 
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May is the Month of Our Blessed Mother 
May is the month that we dedicate to Mary in our Catholic traditions. Many people construct a 

home altar to Mary and keep it set up all during the month. 
You might choose to prepare your own, as an individual/family project.                                                       

Adorn your altar with an image of Mary, a candle and some flowers. 
It can be a great area of focus for prayer. 

Added to this devotion, this year, we are asking all of our parishioners to  
send us a video of you and/or your family praying the “Hail Mary”                                                                         

in front of your home altars, pictures or statues of Mary!  Then we will put them together to create a                        
virtual rosary for our parish community! 

Please send your videos to Amanda.Schiralli@dor.org by Monday, May 18th 
Let’s come together and dedicate our parishes to Mary’s continued protection in 

creating this beautiful virtual rosary! 

REFLECTION FOR THE WEEK 
Thinking that your “personal freedom” 
outweighs the health and safety of your 
neighbor isn’t really about freedom. 
That’s called entitlement.  A 10th grade                
government teacher explained it to us 
this way: “Your freedom to swing your 
arm ends when your hand hits my face.”  
-Author Unknown  

Donations are once again being      
recorded and the updated totals are 
reflected below.  As you can see we 

are still below our goals.  Donations 
are being accepted until May 
29th. Please remember that a       
percentage of any overage  will      
returned to us.  Conversely, any    

underage needs to be paid by the   
parish in full.  That would include any unpaid pledges.  
Pledge reminder letters were not able to be mailed in 

April so please remit any pledge balances.  You can also 
remit to the parish earmarking the donation to help pay 
for any underage of the CMA goal.  We are so grateful 

for any and all donations that you can make. 

STM 

Goal - $75,520.00 
$61,520.00 as of 5/11 

81.46% of goal  149 Donors 

OLQP 

Goal - $64,653.00 
$49.454.00 as of 5/11 

76.49% of goal  161 Donors 

LAUDATO SI                                                             
WEEK  
MAY 16-24  
 

This is the fifth anniversary of Laudato Si’, which was 
signed on 24 May 2015.  Pope Francis’ encyclical on 
care for our common home, Laudato Si’, is an       
inspiration during moments of difficulty.  It            
encourages us to reflect on the values we share and 
create a more just and sustainable future. 
  
The theme of Laudato Si’ Week is “everything is     
connected.” During Laudato Si’ Week, we come    
together as one people around the world to       
prayerfully discern the lessons of this moment. While 
the world experiences a history-defining crisis, we 
reflect and prepare to build a better world.  Laudato 
Si’ has been welcomed as a document of deep and 
abiding beauty, and it has prompted people around 
the world to reflect more deeply on Creator and     
creation.  Its vision of integral ecology, which sees  
connections between how we treat God, nature, and 
each other, offers simple but profound truths about 
the bonds that unite us.  
Much has changed in the last 5 years and sadly much 
has remained the same.  This was going to be a time 
of many gatherings, actions, and group witness and 
prayer for our one and only earth.  Sadly, the       
pandemic has changed what this week will look like, 
but the spirit is still there.  We pray that as the    
pandemic slowly passes that we will emerge 
changed. We need to think of us as all being         
caterpillars. We were in the world eating and        
consuming non-stop, suddenly we were forced into 
our cocoons.  Pray that when we reemerge we will be 
something different, something better, recognizing 
and spreading beauty in new and magical ways.  
Even with these changes, the celebration and       
crusade must go on!  There are many places that 
have resources, such as, www.laudatosiweek.org 
where you can find all sorts of resources.  If you 
want to sign up for daily reflections from the USCCB 
go to usccb.us11.list-manage.com/subscribe?
u=75c0c9953e20885f1295adc0f&id=3758e6e5cd  
to sign up.  

Siena Catholic Academy 
It is with sadness that we learned that Siena will be 
closing and so we join with students, teachers and 
parents in their sorrow.  Since the Diocese was renting 
the school building from us, this loss will also affect 
St. Thomas More’s budget.  We will be working hard 
with  St. Thomas More’s Finance Council to close the 
resulting budget gap.  Finally, don’t believe any of the 
rumors which are circulating that the Diocese is    
planning to close St. Thomas More Church as well.  It 
is fake news with no basis in fact. 

http://www.laudatosiweek.org
usccb.us11.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=75c0c9953e20885f1295adc0f&id=3758e6e5cd
usccb.us11.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=75c0c9953e20885f1295adc0f&id=3758e6e5cd
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1st Reading  Acts 8:5-8, 14-17                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Philip went down to the city of Samaria and proclaimed the Christ to them.  With one accord, the crowds paid attention to what was 
said by Philip when they heard it and saw the signs he was doing.  For unclean spirits, crying out in a loud voice, came out of many 
possessed people, and many paralyzed or crippled people were cured.  There was great joy in that city.  Now when the apostles in 
Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent them Peter and John, who went down and prayed for them, 
that they might receive the Holy Spirit, for it had not yet fallen upon any of them; they had only been baptized in the name of the 
Lord Jesus. Then they laid hands on them and they received the Holy Spirit.   The Word of the Lord 

Responsorial Psalm   Ps 66:1-3, 4-5, 6-7, 16, 20                                                                                                                                                 
R. Let all the earth cry out to God with joy. 
Shout joyfully to God, all the earth, sing praise to the glory of his name; proclaim his glorious praise.                                                                         
Say to God, “How tremendous are your deeds!”   R. Let all the earth cry out to God with joy. 
“Let all on earth worship and sing praise to you, sing praise to your name!” 
Come and see the works of God, his tremendous deeds among the children of Adam. R. Let all the earth cry out to God with joy. 
He has changed the sea into dry land; through the river they passed on foot; 
therefore let us rejoice in him. He rules by his might forever. R. Let all the earth cry out to God with joy. 
Hear now, all you who fear God, while I declare what he has done for me. 
Blessed be God who refused me not my prayer or his kindness!  R. Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.  

2nd Reading  1 Pt 3:15-18 

Beloved:  Sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts.  Always be ready to give an explanation to anyone who asks you for a reason for 
your hope, but do it with gentleness and reverence, keeping your conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who      
defame your good conduct in Christ may themselves be put to shame. 
For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that be the will of God, than for doing evil.                                                                                                 
For Christ also suffered for sins once, the righteous for the sake of the unrighteous, that he might lead you to God. 
Put to death in the flesh, he was brought to life in the Spirit.  The Word of the Lord 

Gospel    Jn 14:15-21                                                                                                                                                                             
Jesus said to his disciples: “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.  And I will ask the Father, and he will give you     
another Advocate to be with you always, the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot accept, because it neither sees nor knows him. 
But you know him, because he remains with you, and will be in you.  I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you. 
In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me, because I live and you will live.  On that day you will realize 
that I am in my Father and you are in me and I in you.  Whoever has my commandments and observes them is the one who loves me. 
And whoever loves me will be loved by my Father,  and I will love him and reveal myself to him.”   The Gospel of the Lord 

                                                                                                                             
     
    
 May 6, 2020 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 During this anxious time of pandemic, we have been praying for the well-being of you and your loved ones.  We’ve been 
praying as well for those in healthcare and other essential workers who put themselves in harm’s way each day on our behalf.  We 
look forward to the day when this quarantine is lifted and we can at last resume our daily lives, rebuild our communities and     
celebrate Mass together in our churches. 
 Thank you to all who have continued to support our parishes during this difficult time.  Your gifts are vital to our efforts 
to carry out our God-given mission to the best of our ability.  In a recent letter to us, Bishop Matano suggested that the financial 
condition of our parishes will “no doubt be further challenged and impacted due to the drastic effects of the coronavirus disease.”  
Hence, he called the four Brighton parishes to tighten our budgets and to begin a new round of pastoral planning “with an         
examination of existing buildings and resources needed to sustain the parishes into the future.”  
 With Bishop Matano’s mandate in in mind, we have agreed to merge our religious education and Sacramental preparation 
programs beginning July 1 into a single Brighton Catholic Faith Formation Program serving all four parishes.  We welcome Ms. 
Jennifer Abdalla who has been hired as the Faith Formation Director for this new challenging ministry.  In addition, the Bishop’s 
mandated Pastoral Planning Committee will take up its work as soon as the membership is constituted and the pandemic meeting 
prohibition is lifted.   
 May the Risen Lord guide us in this important work ahead and with the Father share with us the indwelling grace of the 
Holy Spirit. 
        Sincerely yours in Christ,  

A Roman Catholic Community... 
 Our Lady Queen of Peace and St. Thomas More Churches  
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   Catholic Schools in Area:   
 

Seton Catholic School 
Grades Pre-K-6 
Mrs. Patty Selig, Principal 
473-6604  
 

 

St. Louis School 
Grades Pre-K-5 
Mrs. Fran Barr, Principal    
586-5200 

Staff 
 

Rev. Joseph A. Hart, Pastor/Co-Administrator      
hart@dor.org 
 
 

Margaret Ostromecki,  
Pastoral Associate/Co-Administrator          
margaret.ostromecki@dor.org 

 
 

V. Rev. Paul Tomasso, V.G., Assisting Priest 
fr.paul.tomasso@dor.org 

 

 
Deacon Art Cuestas 
arthur.cuestas@dor.org  
 
 
 

Jennifer Abdalla, Assistant Director, Faith 
Formation, Administrative Assistant 
jennifer.abdalla@dor.org 
 
 
 

Meghan Robinson  
Music Director/Pastoral Minister   
meghan.robinson@dor.org 
 
 
 

Connor Doran, Choir Director/Organist 
connor.doran@dor.org 
 
 

Mike Dybas, Regional Finance Director 
michael.dybas@dor.org 
 
 

Robin Levy, Administrative Assistant  
robin.levy@dor.org 
 
 

Amanda Schiralli, Webmaster 
amanda.schiralli@dor.org 
 
 
 

Nils Lightholder, Maintenance 
Scott Nobes, Maintenance 

The old line says “if you want to make God laugh, tell him your 
plans.”  Many of us are diligent in our planning and making sure things are 

progressing smoothly. Then disaster strikes, we don’t get the result that was intended or 
an unforeseen problem arises. Many times we may respond negatively and ask, “Why 
me?   I did everything right!”  Here’s the thing – adversity humbles us and reminds us of 
our dependence on God and not on our own self-reliance. Rest assured, God has a better 
plan in store for you.   

"For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that be God’s will, than 
for doing evil.”                                                         (1 Peter 3:17)  

Corner 

Times are certainly challenging right now, in so many ways.  We are very 
grateful to all who have continued to send in your Sunday collection           
donations.  If you find it in your heart and you are financially able to           
continue to donate to our parishes you can mail in your    
donation.  Or, to make it really easy you can go to our      
website, olqpstm.com, and look for the Connect Now logo. 
“Click Here” and you will be  directed to a page which will 
give you the option to make a donation to the Sunday       
collection using either a credit card or your bank account.  
You also have the option to make this a recurring donation so that you don’t 
have to do it every week (although we are happy for you to check the      
website on a weekly basis!) 
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