
Sacrament of Baptism 
Parents are to notify a parish office soon after they know they 
are expecting. A pre-baptismal program is required. 
 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (R.C.I.A.) 
Adults seeking full initiation, Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist, 
or those wishing to be in full communion with the Roman  
Catholic Church are asked to contact a parish office for more 
information. 
 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
By appointment only.  Call the office to schedule. 
 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony 
Arrangements must be made at least six months, preferably a 
year, in advance of the desired date. A marriage preparation 
program is required. 
 
 

Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick 
This Sacrament is available for individuals upon request and  
communal celebrations are periodically scheduled. 
 
 

Ministry to the Sick 
Please call a parish office concerning the needs of the sick,  
hospitalized or shut-ins. Those unable to attend Mass may have 
Communion brought to them. 
 
 

Prayer Network 
For prayer support in time of need, call Ann Parsons at  
244-0477 or Gerri Foos at 944-4888 or gfprayer@gmail.com 

A Catholic Community... 
Our Lady Queen of Peace     

& St. Thomas More 

1st Sunday of Advent 

November 29 2020 

            Available at both parishes:   Available at OLQP
  
  
 

  
Handicap Access      Hearing Loop Access       Upon Request               Interpreter for the hearing impaired.
    Low Gluten Hosts                                   

Our Lady Queen of Peace 
601 Edgewood Ave. Rochester, NY 14618 
585-244-3010 - email: rourlady@dor.org 

St. Thomas More 
2617 East Avenue - Rochester, NY 14610 

585-381-4200 - email: stm@dor.org 

Mass Times (as of 8/15/20) 
Monday & Wednesday: 7:00 a.m. 
Saturday 4:30 p.m.    Sunday 9:00 a.m. 
Holy Days of Obligation:  as printed in bulletin 

Mass Times (as of 8/15/20) 
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 8:00 a.m. 

Saturday 4:30 p.m.    Sunday 11:00 a.m. 
Holy Days of Obligation: as printed in bulletin 

 Office Hours 
OLQP Wednesday 1:00-4:00 for drop-ins 

(church open for prayer) 
STM Monday 8:00-11:00 for drop ins 

(church open for prayer) 
Other times - call first to be sure we’re here. 

www.olqpstm.com  
Confessions by appointment only 

Father, in this season of Advent we prepare our hearts for 

your coming.  You are the vine, we are the branches. Come 

and tend us, prune us, clean us.  Discard in us everything 

that does not bear fruit.  Nourish in us everything that bears 

much fruit as we celebrate your coming as a vulnerable baby.  

Our hearts await your glorious return as the eternal king.  

Nurture in us expectant hearts, O Lord.  Cultivate in us a 

deep longing for more of you and flood our horizons with 

your glorious splendor.  For yours is the kingdom and the 

power and the glory throughout all ages and generations.  

Amen. 



Living in the Spirit 
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Mission Statement 
The parishes of Our Lady Queen of Peace and St. Thomas More are Roman Catholic Communities that worship and live in faith.  

Nourished by the Sacraments, Scripture, and a diversity of individual gifts, we understand that our mission comes from Jesus Christ  
who calls us to teach, to preach, to serve those in need, and to be a presence of Christ in the world. 

Prayers Requested: 

Please pray for the individuals who have requested 
our prayers:  Patrick Brennan, Mary Jean &        
Carmine Castellano, Christine Barry Comito, Bud 
Cottier, Mary Ann Fischer, Louise Foxenburgh, 

Mary Helen Hiller,  Ginger Ierardi, Steven Kistner, Barbara 
Labroi, Rachael M., Lourdes May, Cecile McDonald, Cathy 
Miccia, Janice Milliman, Kelly Farrell Murphy, Dolly  Nolan, 
Quinn Oliphant, Bob O’Neill, Phillip Pinto, Sheilah Quigley, 
Marion Robinson, Penny Rose, Paul Speranza, Tom &      
Kathleen Sullivan, Barb Tindale, and Phillippa Wilson.  

  We graciously welcome all new parishioners and visitors to our community.  To register please fill out a “request 
card” available at church entrances. Please drop it in the collection basket or at the office. A member of our pastoral 

staff will contact you to complete your registration. 

Mass Schedule 
Monday, November 30  ST. ANDREW, APOSTLE 

Rom 10:9-18  Ps 19:8-11  Mt 4:18-22 

  OLQP  7:00 AM Intentions of Katherine Hawkins - Linda 
        McCauley 
 

Tuesday,  December 1 

Is 11:1-10  Ps 72:7-8,12-13,17  Lk 10:21-24 

  STM   8:00 AM †Alice Lucey - Bill & Shirley Reber 

       ONLINE MASS †Chiaro DeMarco - Rochelle Cresov & family 
                                                                                    

Wednesday, December 2 

Is 25:6-10a  Ps 23:1-6  Mt 15:29-37 

  OLQP  7:00 AM †Andrew Teske - Rosemary O’Sullivan  

 

Thursday, December 3  St. Francis Xavier, priest 

Is 26:1-6  Ps 118:1,8-9,19-21,25-27a  Mt 7:21,24-27 
  STM 8:00 AM †Buster Sharick - Family 
 ONLINE MASS †Terry Dryer 
 
Friday, December 4  St. John Damascene, priest, doctor of the 
church 
Is 29:17-24  Ps 27:1,4,13-14  Mt 9:27-31 
 STM   8:00 AM †Bro. Eugene Trzecieski, F.M.S. - Gerry & Anne  
   Shanahan 

       ONLINE MASS  †Ed Meagher 

 

Saturday, December 5 
Is 30:19-21,23-26  Ps 147:1-6  Mt 9:53--10:1,5a,6-8 
   OLQP 4:30 PM †George Graham - Joyce Palumbo 
   STM   4:30 PM †Carol Schwartz - Kathy Guarino & Sr. Barbara 

  Guarino 
                                  

Sunday,  December 6   SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Is  40:1-5,9-11  Ps 85:9-14  2 Pt 3:8-14  Mk 1:1-8  
    OLQP  9:00 AM People of the Parish 
   STM  11:00 AM †Michael & Carol Diodato - Sherylanne Diodato 

 A recent article by Robert Frank, an economics professor at 
Cornell University, argues that the pressure to cheat on one’s income 
taxes varies with the social milieu in which one finds one’s self.  He 
writes: “We see many examples in which people resist temptation 
even in the face of golden opportunities.  But such opportunities  
become far more difficult to resist when one’s peers are seizing them 
without penalty.”  Citing an Austrian study, Frank says that workers, 
who moved from a workplace where tax evasion was relatively   
uncommon to a new job where tax evasion was much more common, 
soon began evading the payment of taxes just like their new peers. 
 Armed with this information, Frank would like Congress to 
restore the IRS budget which has been regularly cut again and again 
since 2011.  Without sufficient staff to audit tax returns, there are 
fewer and fewer corporate and individual audits to encourage tax 
compliance and to form communities of compliance.  He points out 
the United States was once a member of a small group of nations 
with a high level of tax compliance which “helped sustain the      
infrastructure investments needed to support broad economic and 
social prosperity.”  In a 2004 study, highest on the list of tax        
compliant countries was Singapore followed by New Zealand,     
Australia, Gt. Britain, Hong Kong, and Switzerland.  At the time of 
the study, the United States was seventh on the list but no more. 
With fewer audits, tax evasion has been more common in the United 
States.  And it seems that unchecked cheating begets even more 
cheating. 
 Could these sociological studies on the culture of                 
compliance give us some insights into why the Vatican has had the 
hardest time in eliminating financial scandal and corruption over the 
past 50 years? 
 After the Second Vatican Council, Pope Paul VI created the 
Prefecture for Economic Affairs to get control of Vatican finances.  
Things improved briefly until a major scandal erupted around the 
workings of the so-called “Vatican Bank” (i.e., “The Institute for the 
Works of Religion”).  The Pope discovered widespread corruption 
there, including money laundering, secret offshore accounts, Mafia 
connections and missing money.  After Paul VI’s death, Pope John 
Paul II attempted once again to address corruption and money     
laundering at the Bank, hoping by bringing in outside directors to put 
an end to financial maleficence at the Bank once and for all.        
However, once these directors aged out, new directors not only    
permitted corruption but involved themselves in it.   

During his Pontificate, Pope Benedict XVI also put into 
place a series of reform measures but, once again, the corruption 
simply crept back in again, not just at the “Bank” but in other    
dicasteries as well.  He called for a widespread investigation whose 
final report was so damning that it contributed greatly to his decision 
to resign.   
 But now, after some missteps, Pope Francis seems to be on 
the right track.  He has been around long enough to find out for   
himself who is behind the current corruption.  In the past Cardinals 
and Bishops were never publicly punished but this month he publicly 
fired Cardinal  Becciu  and  stripped  him  of  his  role as a Cardinal   
                                                                             continued on page 3  

Sanctuary Lamp Intention this week at OLQP is in 
Memory of:      Joyce Surowy 
       

Mark your Calendars! 
Advent Penance Service  December 12, 2020 
St. Thomas More Church 10:00am 



Page Three Parish Community of Our Lady Queen of Peace/St. Thomas More, Rochester, New York 

                     Welcome to  
       Samantha Nichole Jeffries! 
                   On Sunday November 15, 
Samantha completed her initiation 

into the Catholic Church at the 9am 
Mass at OLQP.  She officially began her journey to 
become a Roman Catholic as part of the R.C.I.A. 
process with Scott Holcombe in Sept. 2019.  The  

celebration of her Baptism, Confirmation, and First 
Holy Communion were delayed when the Covid-19 

virus shutdown impacted the celebration of the   
Easter Vigil this past April.  At last, the much      
anticipated day arrived this past Sunday and          

Samantha became a full member of the Catholic 
Church.  We congratulate Samantha, her husband, 

Jay, their daughter, Holland, and her Godparents Jay 
and Carol Jeffries.  Please continue to keep our   

newest member and her family in your prayers as 
they continue their journey of faith. 

Lector assignments for next weekend 12/5-6 
OLQP 4:30 - Mary Attridge 
         9:00 - Jim Piampiano 
STM   4:30 - Bill Shelly 
        11:00 - Anne Wolff 

When you support the Catholic Ministries 
Appeal, you celebrate your faith in  

thanksgiving with thousands of other  
Catholics within the Diocese of Rochester, 
ensuring that our church provides richly for 

the faithful within our Diocese. In this  
difficult time we invite you to, prayerfully, 
consider making your contribution to CMA.  

Our parishes benefit from your donation.   
Visit https://www.dor.org/giving/catholic-

ministries-appeal/ for more information. 

STM 

Goal - $75,520.00 
$31,685.00 as of 11/16 

41.96% of goal  75 Donors 

OLQP 

Goal - $64,653.00 
$31,491.00 as of 11/16 

48.71% of goal  69 Donors 

continued from page 2 
while awaiting formal charges.  The Secretariat of State has 
been stripped of its control of its own money and budgets, the 
new Secretariat of the Economy will henceforth approve all 
Vatican budgets and spending while the Office of the         
Administration of the Patrimony of the Holy See will oversee 
all investments.  Most importantly, every Vatican secretariat, 
congregation, tribunal, council, office and commission will be 
audited  regularly (just like in Rochester. where every diocesan        
department, every parish, every Catholic Charities agency is 
audited regularly.) 
 Some commentators cynically wonder whether the 
corruption will simply return since “culture beats policy every 
time.”  Or, as Robert Frank tells us, the social milieu in which 
one finds one’s self determines to a great extent our morality.  
Even Pope Francis has told others that he’s not optimistic that 
his recent reforms will work.  He thinks that the tendency to 
corruption is cyclical in the Vatican: “It repeats itself, then 
someone comes along to clean and tidy up, but then it starts 
again waiting for someone else to put an end to this             
corruption.”  But I believe if the Vatican operates with more 
transparency, if proper policies and frequent audits are put in 
place, if clerical and lay employees involved in corruption are 
named and prosecuted and if the Popes now and in the future 
insist that those working at the heart of the Church live the 
Gospel they proclaim with their lips, then this scandalous cycle 
of corruption will end.     
                                                              Peace to all, 
                                                                      Fr. Hart 

Christmas is Coming! 
With Advent and Christmas right around the corner we 
are looking at how to best manage the attendance at 
our Christmas liturgies.  Our Mass times have changed 
this year and we now have a reservation system that can 
be accessed through FlockNotes at these links: 
 https://olqpstm.flocknote.com/signup/25485   
for Christmas Eve 
https://olqpstm.flocknote.com/signup/26474  
for Christmas Day 
Our Mass schedule for Christmas is as follows: 
OLQP: Christmas Eve 4:00pm & 7:00pm 
             Christmas Day  9:00am 
 

STM:  Christmas Eve 3:00pm, 6:00pm & 10:00pm 
           Christmas Day 11:00am 
 
You can also make a reservation by calling the offices at 
244-3010 or 381-4200. 
 

Once you have placed your reservation for the Mass 
you wish to attend, seating will be assigned based on the 
number of people in your group (family) and you will 
be seated accordingly when you get to church.  This will 
help to maximize attendance to the best of our ability. 
 
Please note that this could all change with the  fluid 
micro-cluster zone designation by Governor Cuomo. 

Young Adult Zoom Gatherings - Save the Dates 
 
Advent Reflection 
Awaiting Emmanuel: When our Timing Differs from God’s  
Wednesday, December 9 from 7-8:15 
 
Beginning the New Year with Divine Freedom:  A Look at 
the Life of Archbishop Oscar Romero of El Salvador 
Wednesday, January 13 from 7-8:15 
 
Please let Meghan know if you plan to attend and she will 
send you the zoom link.  meghan.robinson@dor.org 

https://www.dor.org/giving/catholic-ministries-appeal/
https://www.dor.org/giving/catholic-ministries-appeal/
https://olqpstm.flocknote.com/signup/25485
https://olqpstm.flocknote.com/signup/26474
mailto:meghan.robinson@dor.org
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Readings for the First Sunday of Advent 
1st Reading  Isaiah 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7 
 
You, LORD, are our father, our redeemer you are named forever.  Why do you let us wander, O LORD, from your ways, 
and harden our hearts so that we fear you not?  Return for the sake of your servants, the tribes of your heritage. 
Oh, that you would rend the heavens and come down, with the mountains quaking before you, 
while you wrought awesome deeds we could not hope for, such as they had not heard of from of old. 
No ear has ever heard, no eye ever seen, any God but you doing such deeds for those who wait for him. 
Would that you might meet us doing right, that we were mindful of you in our ways!   
Behold, you are angry, and we are sinful; all of us have become like unclean people,  
all our good deeds are like polluted rags; we have all withered like leaves,  
and our guilt carries us away like the wind. There is none who calls upon your name, who rouses himself to cling to you; 
for you have hidden your face from us and have delivered us up to our guilt.   
Yet, O LORD, you are our father; we are the clay and you the potter:                                                                                                                    
we are all the work of your hands. The Word of the Lord 

Responsorial Psalm   Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19 
 

R. Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face and we shall be saved. 
O shepherd of Israel, hearken, from your throne upon the cherubim, shine forth. 
Rouse your power, and come to save us. 
R. Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face and we shall be saved. 
Once again, O LORD of hosts, look down from heaven, and see;                                                                       
take care of this vine, 
and protect what your right hand has planted the son of man whom you yourself 
made strong. 
R. Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face and we shall be saved. 
May your help be with the man of your right hand,                                                                          
with the son of man whom you yourself made strong. 
Then we will no more withdraw from you; give us new life,                                                                     
and we will call upon your name. 
R. Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face and we shall be saved.  

2nd Reading  1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
 
Brothers and sisters:  Grace to you and peace from God our Father  
and the Lord Jesus Christ. I give thanks to my God always on your                               
account for the grace of God bestowed on you in Christ Jesus, that in him 
you were enriched in every way, with all discourse and all knowledge, as 
the testimony to Christ was confirmed among you, 
so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revelation 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.  He will keep you firm to the end, irreproachable 
on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
God is faithful, and by him you were called to fellowship with his Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  The Word of the Lord 

Gospel    Mark 13:33-37 
 

Jesus said to his disciples: “Be watchful! Be alert! 
You do not know when the time will come. 
It is like a man traveling abroad. 
He leaves home and places his servants in charge, 
each with his own work, and orders the gatekeeper to be on the watch. 
Watch, therefore; you do not know when the Lord of the house is coming, 
whether in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or in the morning. 
May he not come suddenly and find you sleeping. 
What I say to you, I say to all: ‘Watch!’” The Gospel of the Lord 

Come, Lord Jesus!  Come and visit 
your people. We await your        
coming.  Come, O Lord.  
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Sacrificial Giving as of  Nov. 16 
Fiscal Year: July 1, 2020—June 30, 2021 

Thank you for sharing your gift of treasure. May the Lord bless you for your generosity. 

OLQP - (Regular collections include ~ Sunday Offerings,  

Holy Days, Christmas & Easter) 
 

Last Week’s Regular Collections ....................................... $6,252.00 

Regular Collections Year-To-Date .............................. $100,063.50 

Weekend Attendance (11/14-15) ...................................................... 111 

STM - (Regular collections include ~ Sunday Offerings,  

Holy Days, Christmas & Easter) 
 

Last Week’s Regular Collections ....................................... $2,813.00 

Regular Collections Year-To-Date ................................. $89,769.90 

Weekend Attendance(11/14-15) ....................................................... 153 

   Catholic Schools in Area:   
 

Seton Catholic School 
Grades Pre-K-6 
Mrs. Patty Selig, Principal 
473-6604  
 

 

St. Louis School 
Grades Pre-K-5 
Mrs. Fran Barr, Principal    
586-5200 

Staff 
 

Rev. Joseph A. Hart, Pastor/Co-Administrator      
hart@dor.org 

 

Margaret Ostromecki,  
Pastoral Associate/Co-Administrator          
margaret.ostromecki@dor.org 

 
 

V. Rev. Paul Tomasso, V.G., Assisting Priest 
fr.paul.tomasso@dor.org 

 
 

Deacon Art Cuestas 
arthur.cuestas@dor.org  

 
 

Jennifer Abdalla, Director of Faith Formation 
jennifer.abdalla@dor.org 

 
 

Meghan Robinson  
Music Director/Pastoral Minister   
meghan.robinson@dor.org 
 
Mary Ann Obark,  RCIA Coordinator 
maryann.obark@dor.org 
 
 

Connor Doran, Choir Director/Organist 
connor.doran@dor.org 
 
 

Mary Kase, Regional Finance Director 
mary.kase@dor.org 
 
 

Robin Levy, Administrative Assistant  
robin.levy@dor.org 
 
 

Amanda Schiralli, Webmaster 
amanda.schiralli@dor.org 
 
 
 

Nils Lightholder, Maintenance 
Scott Nobes, Maintenance 

Please contact Mary Kase at 381-4200 x 260  if you would like to sign up for electronic funds 

transfer (EFT.)   Please contact Mary Kase at 381-4200 x 262 or mary.kase @dor.org   
BEFORE considering making a stock transfer for your donation to your parish..  

We all take things for granted.  In particular, we take time for granted.  We 
make our lives too busy.  We plan our time, our days, weeks, months, even 

years in advance.  Remember, our time on earth is a gift.  None of us knows how long we 
will be here.  Start today and begin thanking God for each and every day.  Take time in 
silence, every day, and listen to how God is calling you right now to help build His     
kingdom on earth.  

“Take heed, watch and pray; for you do not know when the 
time will come.”  - Mark 13:33  

Corner 
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