
Sacrament of Baptism 
Parents are to notify a parish office soon after they know they 
are expecting. A pre-baptismal program is required. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (R.C.I.A.) 
Adults seeking full initiation, Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist, 
or those wishing to be in full communion with the Roman  
Catholic Church are asked to contact a parish office for more 
information. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
By appointment only.  Call the office to schedule. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony 
Arrangements must be made at least six months, preferably a 
year, in advance of the desired date. A marriage preparation 
program is required. 
 

Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick 
This Sacrament is available for individuals upon request and  
communal celebrations are periodically scheduled. 
 

Ministry to the Sick 
Please call a parish office concerning the needs of the sick,  
hospitalized or shut-ins. Those unable to attend Mass may have 
Communion brought to them. 
 

Prayer Network 
For prayer support in time of need, call Ann Parsons at  
244-0477 or Gerri Foos at 944-4888 or gfprayer@gmail.com 

A Catholic Community... 
Our Lady Queen of Peace     

& St. Thomas More 

Second Sunday of Advent 

December 6, 2020 

            Available at both parishes:   Available at OLQP
  
  
 

  
Handicap Access      Hearing Loop Access       Upon Request               Interpreter for the hearing impaired.
    Low Gluten Hosts                                   

Our Lady Queen of Peace 
601 Edgewood Ave. Rochester, NY 14618 
585-244-3010 - email: rourlady@dor.org 

St. Thomas More 
2617 East Avenue - Rochester, NY 14610 

585-381-4200 - email: stm@dor.org 

Mass Times (as of 8/15/20) 
Monday & Wednesday: 7:00 a.m. 
Saturday 4:30 p.m.    Sunday 9:00 a.m. 
Holy Days of Obligation:  as printed in bulletin 

Mass Times (as of 8/15/20) 
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 8:00 a.m. 

Saturday 4:30 p.m.    Sunday 11:00 a.m. 
Holy Days of Obligation: as printed in bulletin 

 Office Hours 
OLQP Wednesday 1:00-4:00 for drop-ins 

(church open for prayer) 
STM Monday 8:00-11:00 for drop ins 

(church open for prayer) 
Other times - call first to be sure we’re here. 

www.olqpstm.com  
Confessions by appointment only 



Living in the Spirit 

Page Two Parish Community of Our Lady Queen of Peace/St. Thomas More, Rochester, New York 

Mission Statement 
The parishes of Our Lady Queen of Peace and St. Thomas More are Roman Catholic Communities that worship and live in faith.  

Nourished by the Sacraments, Scripture, and a diversity of individual gifts, we understand that our mission comes from Jesus Christ  
who calls us to teach, to preach, to serve those in need, and to be a presence of Christ in the world. 

Prayers Requested: 

Please pray for the individuals who have requested 
our prayers:   Patrick Brennan, Mary Jean &        
Carmine Castellano, Christine Barry Comito, Bud 
Cottier, Mary Ann Fischer, Louise Foxenburgh, 

Mary Helen Hiller,  Ginger Ierardi, Steven Kistner, Barbara 
Labroi, Rachael M., Lourdes May, Cecile McDonald, Cathy 
Miccia, Janice  Milliman, Kelly Farrell Murphy, Dolly  Nolan, 
Quinn Oliphant, Bob O’Neill, Phillip Pinto, Sheilah Quigley, 
Marty Rimmele, Marion Robinson, Paul Speranza, Tom & 
Kathleen Sullivan, Barb Tindale, and Phillippa Wilson.  

  We graciously welcome all new parishioners and visitors to our community.  To register please fill out a “request 
card” available at church entrances. Please drop it in the collection basket or at the office. A member of our pastoral 

staff will contact you to complete your registration. 

Mass Schedule 
Monday, December 7  St. Ambrose, bishop, doctor of the church 

Is 35:1-10  Ps 85:9ab-14  Lk 5:17-26 

  OLQP  7:00 AM †Dorothy A. Murphy - Family 
 

Tuesday,  December 8  THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
                         OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

Gn 3:9-15,20  Ps 98:1-4  Eph 1:3-6,11-12  Lk 1:26-38 

  STM   8:00 AM †Otto Funderburk - Bud & Gerri Foos 

       OLQP  7:00 PM  Intentions of Randy Smith - Family 
                                                                                    

Wednesday, December 9  St. Juan Diago Cuauhtlatoatzin 

Is 40:25-31  Ps 103:1-4,8,10  Mt 11:28-30 

  OLQP  7:00 AM †Tom Robinson - Family  

 

Thursday, December 10  Our Lady of Loreto 

Is 41:13-20  Ps 145:1,9-13b  Mt 11:11-15 
  STM 8:00 AM †Frank & Genevieve Palermo - Marty & Mary 
  Jane Rimmele  
 ONLINE MASS †Penny Rose 
 
Friday, December 11 St. Damasus I, pope 
Is 48:17-19  Ps 1:1-4,6  Mt 11:16-19 
 STM   8:00 AM † Nathaniel Farrell Hess - Weidman Family
 ONLINE MASS  †People of the Parish 

Saturday, December 12  OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE 
Zec 2:14-17  (Ps) Jdt  13:18bc,19  Lk 1:26-38 
   OLQP 4:30 PM †Joseph Delaney - Judy Curtin 
   STM   4:30 PM †Joe Hogan - Jim & Dina Vazzana 
                                  

Sunday,  December 13   THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Is 61:1-2a,10-11  (Ps) Lk 1:46-50,53-54  1 Thes 5:16-24   

Jn 1:6-8,19-28 
    OLQP  9:00 AM †Joyce Surowny - Marion, Jim, & Michael  
        Kelliher 
   STM  11:00 AM †Sarah Porter - Bud & Gerri Foos 

 The common threads of  waiting,  anticipation, God’s    
consolation, and hope run through today’s readings.  We hear about 
the Hebrew people in exile in Babylonia waiting upon the Lord to 
deliver them. The Lord sends them the prophet Isaiah to offer     
comfort and consolation to sustain the people during this difficult 
time.   Their hope lies with the Lord’s intention to deliver them from 
exile and to return them to Jerusalem. 
 In Peter’s letter, he speaks of the promise of new heavens 
and a new earth.  On the coming of the day of the Lord we will be 
ushered into a new kind of existence, a new kind of being.  The trials 
and injustices of our present age will give way to the righteousness 
of God.    
 The Gospel tells of John the Baptist preparing the way of 
the Lord, the coming of the promised Messiah.  It epitomizes what 
the season of Advent is all about: preparing for and anticipating the 
coming of Jesus, God’s hope for the world. 
 For the members of our parish R.C.I.A. process, these 
themes that are so dominant in the season of Advent have special 
meaning.  They have been prayerfully discerning and preparing to 
celebrate the promise of new life in Christ at the Easter Vigil where 
they will celebrate the Sacraments of Initiation (Baptism,            
Confirmation, and Communion).    
 Liam (Gr. 9), Erin (Gr. 7), and Catherine (Gr. 6) Brett, 
supported by their parents, Martin and Lisa, their extended family, 
and their sponsors embarked on the journey we call R.C.I.A (Rite of 
Christian Initiation of Adults/Youth) some weeks ago. Erin and 
Catherine have been learning about the Catholic Faith at Mercy East 
and Liam has been gathering for prayer, instruction, and discussion 
with members of our parish community.   They have been planning 
to come together for regular sessions and will do so soon.            
Throughout this time, they have pondered and reflected on God’s 
call in their hearts. 
 An important part of the R.C.I.A. process are the various 
rites that are celebrated.   These rites act as milestones or signposts 
on the journey of faith.  Liam, Erin, and Catherine are anticipating 
celebrating the Rite of Acceptance into the Order of Catechumens 
this Advent.   The word “catechumen” is the term for an unbaptized 
person who has voiced a desire to embrace the Catholic Faith.   This 
is one of the most ancient rites in the Catholic Church and represents 
the first time that they will assemble publicly.  It manifests their  
desire publicly to respond to God’s call to become members of the 
Catholic Church and marks their reception and first consecration by 
the Church.   
 In these uncertain times, it has been challenging to schedule 
events.  Our hope is that the Rite of Acceptance will be celebrated at 
St. Thomas More on a Sunday in Advent.  Our recent upgrade to 
‘orange’ status indicates that may prove to be difficult.  Please keep 
Liam, Erin, and Catherine in your prayers as they wait in joyful   
anticipation to celebrate this next stage of their spiritual journey.   
Even as we wait to see what unfolds, we rejoice in God’s comfort 
and care.  Our hope is in God whose love sustains us. 
Blessings, 
Mary Ann Obark (R.C.I.A. Coordinator) 

Lector assignments for next weekend 12/12-13 
OLQP 4:30 - Margo Lutz 
         9:00 - John Winter 
STM   4:30 - Annette Bailey 
        11:00 - Mary Scardetta 

Hope lies in dreams, in imagination, and 

in the courage of those who dare to make 

dreams into reality.    - Jonas Salk  
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When you support the Catholic Ministries 
Appeal, you celebrate your faith in  

thanksgiving with thousands of other  
Catholics within the Diocese of Rochester, 
ensuring that our church provides richly for 

the faithful within our Diocese. In this  
difficult time we invite you to, prayerfully, 
consider making your contribution to CMA.  

Our parishes benefit from your donation.   
Visit https://www.dor.org/giving/catholic-

ministries-appeal/ for more information. 

STM 

Goal - $75,520.00 
$36,305.00 as of 12/1 

48.07% of goal  88 Donors 

OLQP 

Goal - $64,653.00 
$36,766.00 as of 12/1 

56.87% of goal  80 Donors 

Young Adult Zoom Gatherings - Save the Dates 
 
Awaiting Emmanuel: When our Timing Differs from God’s  
Wednesday, December 9 from 7-8:15 
 
Beginning the New Year with Divine Freedom:  A Look at 
the Life of Archbishop Oscar Romero of El Salvador 
Wednesday, January 13 from 7-8:15 
 
Please let Meghan know if you plan to attend and she will 
send you the zoom link.  meghan.robinson@dor.org 

How can waiting helping us grow in relationship 

with God?  

How do I respond when I have to wait? 

Can waiting be filled with joyful expectation? 

How is waiting spiritually passive?  Active?   

What am I awaiting? 
Discernment in the midst of uncertainty sometimes has 
those Advent characteristics of darkness, waiting, and 

hope. We know God is there but for some reason the light 
hasn’t yet shone through. First we must cease clinging to 

one path or another. And then, the tiniest of flickers       
illumines a flame that sets our hearts ablaze with the     

certain knowledge that God-with-us is guiding us and has 
always been guiding us. Mary knew God’s lead and        

company. Our lives are an ongoing Advent of patient    
waiting and trust, discerning God’s presence and call. But 

they are also an ongoing Christmas, incarnating God’s light 
and glory through our actions and choices. We can trust 

that despite any murky darkness the light will grow  
stronger, revealing that God has already been with us from 

the beginning.  

-Andy Otto 

       Mitten Tree 2020 
 

Yes, the annual Mitten Tree collection is 
underway!   In response to the          
challenges caused by Covid, we are    

offering alternate ways to participate in the Mitten Tree 
collection from the safety of your own home.   You can 
claim a mitten from a list on the website, purchase a gift 
from an on-line registry or arrange for a volunteer     
shopper to purchase a gift for you.  
 

There is information on how you can be part of this 
year’s Christmas Mitten Tree collection on the parish 
website (olqpstm.com), by calling 309-6950 or emailing 
gailkindlon@gmail.com.   
   

This year more than ever, the extension of Mitten      
generosity to our sisters and brothers throughout the 
community is so important.  Thank you for all that you 
do to help spread the joy of our Savior’s birth to those 
who are facing challenges in their daily lives.  
 

Gifts need to be returned to one of our churches NO 
LATER THAN DECEMBER 13TH - PLEASE!!! 

 

ADVENT MORNING OF REFLECTION,  
Thursday, December 10, 2020, 9:30 – 12 Noon via ZOOM.  

 

The Scriptures of Advent offer an insider’s view into the faith 
and faithfulness of Elizabeth and Zechariah and Mary and 

Joseph.  Come together to spend some time in prayer,  
reflection and sharing as we seek guidance from each of these 

Advent companions.   
Facilitator:  Giovina Caroscio MA.  Fee: $20.  To register, 

call 585-473-6893 or register online at 
www.mercyspiritualitycenter.org.   

Mercy Spirituality Center 

             CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS & DECORATIONS 

             STM & OLQP                 

If you would like to make a donation for the Christmas decorations this year, please fill out this form and 

place it in an envelope marked Christmas Flowers along with your offering and place it in the  

collection basket or send to church by December 17th.  

                

In Memory of ____________________________________Name of Donor__________________________________________  

Due to the current Orange Zone designation we 
have decided that it would be prudent to cancel 
the scheduled Penance Service on December 
12th at STM. 

CELEBRATION OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

The dispensation from Mass is in effect for the 
Feast of the Immaculate Conception, as it is for 
Sunday Mass.  Keeping that in mind we are    
currently scheduling only 2 Masses on December 
8 (no Vigil Mass) and they are at 8:00am at STM 
and 7:00pm at OLQP.   
You can access reservations through our  
website, olqpstm.com 

https://www.dor.org/giving/catholic-ministries-appeal/
https://www.dor.org/giving/catholic-ministries-appeal/
mailto:meghan.robinson@dor.org
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1st Reading  Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11 
 

Comfort, give comfort to my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclaim to her  
that her service is at an end, her guilt is expiated; indeed, she has received from the hand of the LORD  
double for all her sins.  A voice cries out:  In the desert prepare the way of the LORD!  
Make straight in the wasteland a highway for our God!  Every valley shall be filled in, every mountain and hill shall 
be made low; the rugged land shall be made a plain, the rough country, a broad valley.  
Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together;  
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.   
Go up on to a high mountain, Zion, herald of glad tidings; cry out at the top of your voice,  Jerusalem, herald of 
good news!  Fear not to cry out and say to the cities of Judah: 
Here is your God! Here comes with power the Lord GOD, who rules by his strong arm; here is his reward with him, 
his recompense before him.  Like a shepherd he feeds his flock; in his arms he gathers the lambs, carrying them in 
his bosom, and leading the ewes with care.  The Word of the Lord 

Responsorial Psalm   Ps 85:9-10, 11-12, 13-14 
 

R. Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your salvation. 
I will hear what God proclaims; the LORD-for he proclaims peace to his people. 
Near indeed is his salvation to those who fear him, glory dwelling in our land. 
R. Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your salvation. 
Kindness and truth shall meet; justice and peace shall kiss. 
Truth shall spring out of the earth, and justice shall look down from heaven. 
R. Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your salvation. 
The LORD himself will give his benefits; our land shall yield its increase. 
Justice shall walk before him, and prepare the way of his steps. 
R. Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your salvation.  

2nd Reading  2 Pt 3:8-14 
 

Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a 
thousand years and a thousand years like one day.  
The Lord does not delay his promise, as some regard “delay,” 
but he is patient with you, not wishing that any should perish but that all 
should come to repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief,  
and then the heavens will pass away with a mighty roar and the elements 
will be dissolved by fire, and the earth and everything done on it will be 
found out.  Since everything is to be dissolved in this way,  
what sort of persons ought you to be,  
conducting yourselves in holiness and devotion, waiting for and hastening 
the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be  
dissolved in flames and the elements melted by fire. 
But according to his promise we await new heavens and a new earth 
in which righteousness dwells. Therefore, beloved, since you await these 
things, be eager to be found without spot or blemish before him, at peace. 
The Word of the Lord 

Gospel    Mark 1:1-8 
 

The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ the Son of God.  
As it is written in Isaiah the prophet: 
Behold, I am sending my messenger ahead of you; he will prepare your way.  
A voice of one crying out in the desert:  
“Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths.” 
John the Baptist appeared in the desert 
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  
People of the whole Judean countryside and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem  
were going out to him and were being baptized by him in the Jordan River  
as they acknowledged their sins.  John was clothed in camel ’s hair, 
with a leather belt around his waist. He fed on locusts and wild honey. 
And this is what he proclaimed: 
“One mightier than I is coming after me. 
I am not worthy to stoop and loosen the thongs of his sandals. 
I have baptized you with water; he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit. ” 
The Gospel of the Lord 

Readings for the Second Sunday of Advent 
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Sacrificial Giving as of  December 1 
Fiscal Year: July 1, 2020—June 30, 2021 

Thank you for sharing your gift of treasure. May the Lord bless you for your generosity. 

OLQP - (Regular collections include ~ Sunday Offerings,  

Holy Days, Christmas & Easter) 
 

Last Week’s Regular Collections ....................................... $7,390.27 

Regular Collections Year-To-Date .............................. $108,447.77 

Weekend Attendance.................................................................................... 80 

STM - (Regular collections include ~ Sunday Offerings,  

Holy Days, Christmas & Easter) 
 

Last Week’s Regular Collections ....................................... $2,265.00 

Regular Collections Year-To-Date ................................. $96,592.90 

Weekend Attendance ................................................................................ 102 

   Catholic Schools in Area:   
 

Seton Catholic School 
Grades Pre-K-6 
Mrs. Patty Selig, Principal 
473-6604  
 

 

St. Louis School 
Grades Pre-K-5 
Mrs. Fran Barr, Principal    
586-5200 

Staff 
 

Rev. Joseph A. Hart, Pastor/Co-Administrator      
hart@dor.org 

 

Margaret Ostromecki,  
Pastoral Associate/Co-Administrator          
margaret.ostromecki@dor.org 

 
 

V. Rev. Paul Tomasso, V.G., Assisting Priest 
fr.paul.tomasso@dor.org 

 
 

Deacon Art Cuestas 
arthur.cuestas@dor.org  

 
 

Jennifer Abdalla, Director of Faith Formation 
jennifer.abdalla@dor.org 

 
 

Meghan Robinson  
Music Director/Pastoral Minister   
meghan.robinson@dor.org 
 
Mary Ann Obark,  RCIA Coordinator 
maryann.obark@dor.org 
 
 

Connor Doran, Choir Director/Organist 
connor.doran@dor.org 
 
 

Mary Kase, Regional Finance Director 
mary.kase@dor.org 
 
 

Robin Levy, Administrative Assistant  
robin.levy@dor.org 
 
 

Amanda Schiralli, Webmaster 
amanda.schiralli@dor.org 
 
 
 

Nils Lightholder, Maintenance 
Scott Nobes, Maintenance 

Please contact Mary Kase at 381-4200 x 260  if you would like to sign up for electronic funds 

transfer (EFT.)   Please contact Mary Kase at 381-4200 x 262 or mary.kase @dor.org   
BEFORE considering making a stock transfer for your donation to your parish..  

We are all called to live a holy life.  We are all called to invite 
others to live holy lives.  Living a stewardship lifestyle, being 

grateful and generous with our gifts, puts us on the path to holiness and is 
an example for others to be holy, too.  We are responsible not only for our 
own lives, but for the lives of others as well.  

“Prepare the way of the Lord…”  - Mark 1:3  

Corner 
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