
Sacrament of Baptism 
Parents are to notify a parish office soon after they know they 
are expecting. A pre-baptismal program is required. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (R.C.I.A.) 
Adults seeking full initiation, Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist, 
or those wishing to be in full communion with the Roman  
Catholic Church are asked to contact a parish office for more 
information. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
By appointment only.  Call the office to schedule. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony 
Arrangements must be made at least six months, preferably a 
year, in advance of the desired date. A marriage preparation 
program is required. 
 

Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick 
This Sacrament is available for individuals upon request and  
communal celebrations are periodically scheduled. 
 

Ministry to the Sick 
Please call a parish office concerning the needs of the sick,  
hospitalized or shut-ins. Those unable to attend Mass may have 
Communion brought to them. 
 

Prayer Network 
For prayer support in time of need, call  
Gerri Foos at 944-4888 or gfprayer@gmail.com 

            Available at both parishes:   Available at OLQP
  
  
 

  
Handicap Access      Hearing Loop Access       Upon Request               Interpreter for the hearing impaired.
    Low Gluten Hosts                                   

Our Lady Queen of Peace 
601 Edgewood Ave. Rochester, NY 14618 
585-244-3010 - email: rourlady@dor.org 

St. Thomas More 
2617 East Avenue - Rochester, NY 14610 

585-381-4200 - email: stm@dor.org 

Mass Times (as of 8/15/20) 
Monday & Wednesday: 7:00 a.m. 
Saturday 4:30 p.m.    Sunday 9:00 a.m. 
Holy Days of Obligation:  as printed in bulletin 

Mass Times (as of 8/15/20) 
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 8:00 a.m. 

Saturday 4:30 p.m.    Sunday 11:00 a.m. 
Holy Days of Obligation: as printed in bulletin 

 Office Hours 
OLQP Wednesday 1:00-4:00 for drop-ins 

(church open for prayer) 
STM Monday 8:00-11:00 for drop ins 

(church open for prayer) 
Other times - call first to be sure we’re here. 

www.olqpstm.com  

A Catholic Community... 
Our Lady Queen of Peace     

& St. Thomas More 

Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 

December 27, 2020 



Living in the Spirit 
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Mission Statement 
The parishes of Our Lady Queen of Peace and St. Thomas More are Roman Catholic Communities that worship and live in faith.  

Nourished by the Sacraments, Scripture, and a diversity of individual gifts, we understand that our mission comes from Jesus Christ  
who calls us to teach, to preach, to serve those in need, and to be a presence of Christ in the world. 

Prayers Requested: 

Please pray for the individuals who have requested 
our prayers:  Patrick Brennan, Mary Jean &        
Carmine Castellano, Christine Barry Comito, Bud 

Cottier, Mary Ann Fischer, Louise Foxenburgh, Mary Helen 
Hiller,  Ginger Ierardi, Steven Kistner, Barbara Labroi, Rachael 
M., Lourdes May, Cecile McDonald, Cathy Miccia, Janice  
Milliman, Kelly Farrell Murphy, Dolly  Nolan, Quinn Oliphant, 
Bob O’Neill, Phillip Pinto, Sheilah Quigley, Marty Rimmele, 
Marion Robinson, Paul Speranza, Tom & Kathleen Sullivan, 
Barb Tindale, and Phillippa Wilson.  

  We graciously welcome all new parishioners and visitors to our community.  To register please fill out a “request 
card” available at church entrances. Please drop it in the collection basket or at the office. A member of our pastoral 

staff will contact you to complete your registration. 

Mass Schedule 

Sanctuary Lamp Intentions this week are in Memory of: 
     STM Norma Rappl  

 OLQP Le Roy Welkley 

Monday, December 28  THE HOLY INNOCENTS 

1 Jn 1:5--2:2  Ps 124:2-5,7c-8  Mt 2:13-18 

      OLQP 7:00 AM †Thomas, Katherine & Mary Hayden 
 

Tuesday,  December 29  St. Thomas Becket, bishop, martyr 

1 Jn 2:3-11  Ps 96:1-3,5b-6  Lk 2:22-35 

STM   8:00 AM †Eugene Trzecieski, F.M.S. - Marion Ritz 

       ONLINE MASS  †Ann Reinhardt  
                                                                             

Wednesday, December 30 

1 Jn 2:12-17  Ps 96:7-10  Lk 2:36-40 

 OLQP  7:00 AM †Bill Conners - John & Terry Noonan 

 

Thursday, December 31 St. Sylvester I, pope 

1 Jn 2:18-21  Ps 96:1-2,11-13  Jn 1:1-18 
STM 8:00 AM †Eugene Trzecieski, F.M.S - Bernadette Trzecieski 

   OLQP  5:30 PM (Vigil) People of the Parish 
   ONLINE MASS †Mary Margaret & George Foos, Sr. &  
 Lillian Nelson - Bud & Gerri Foos 
 

Friday, January 1 SOLEMNITY OF MARY, THE HOLY 
MOTHER OF GOD 
Nm 6:22-27  Ps 67:2-3,5,6,8  Gal 4:4-7  Lk 2:16-21 
 STM   9:00 AM †Cheryl Speranza - Paul Speranza  
    

Saturday, January 2  Sts. Basil the Great and Gregory  
                            Nazanianzen, bishops, doctors of the church 
1 Jn 2:22-28  Ps 98:1-4  Jn 1:19-28 

   OLQP 4:30 PM †Ciro DeMarco - Castellano/Kane Family  

     STM   4:30 PM Special Intention 
 

Sunday,  January 3 THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 
Is 60:1-6  Ps 72:1-2,7-8,10-13  Eph 3:2-3a,5-6  Mt 2:1-12 
    OLQP  9:00 AM †Dr. Assaad Toufic Rizk - Levy Family 
   STM  11:00 AM †Michael & Carol Diodato - Sherylanne Diodato

Lector assignments for next weekend 1/2-3 
OLQP 4:30 - Sr. Cathy Solan 
         9:00 - Rob Hutter 
STM   4:30 - Bill Ditoro 
        11:00 - Barbara Mattingly 

 During the time of this pandemic, many people have told 
me that they attend Mass every week online but really miss         
receiving Holy Communion.  For this reason alone we must pray 
that this pandemic ends soon because we are being starved of       
necessary spiritual nourishment.  And for those who do not miss 
Holy Communion at all, pray for them as well that they might 
wake up to their lack of this necessary medicine and spiritual 
food. 

Recently I came to know a man who had not been to the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation in years nor had he received Holy 
Communion in all that time.  It seems that he, understanding 
quite literally the words of the Act of Contrition he learned as a 
youngster, thought that he was solemnly vowing never to sin 
again.  Since he could not live up to that supposed vow (“I firmly 
resolve with the help of your grace to sin no more.), he withdrew 
from Confession and Holy Communion entirely until such time 
that he might find himself sinless and worthy.  
 First of all, the “firm resolution” of his Act of Contrition 
was not a “vow” (like marriage), nor a “solemn promise” (like 
priestly celibacy), but only a lower level resolution (like your 
best New Year’s resolutions) which, with God’s grace, you    
intend to keep but, given human weakness, might not be able.   
 St. Cyril of Alexandria, a fifth century Doctor of the 
Church, once wrote: “I examined myself and found myself     
unworthy [to receive the Eucharist]”.  To those who speak thus I 
say: when will you be worthy?  When at last you present yourself 
before Christ?  And if your sins prevent you from drawing nigh, 
and you never cease to fall—will you remain without partaking 
of the sanctification that gives life for eternity?” (Commentary on 
St. John’s Gospel, IV, 2.) 
 Of course, none of us is worthy.  As Pope Francis      
famously wrote: “The Eucharist, although it is the fullness of    
sacramental life, is not a prize for the perfect but a powerful  
medicine and nourishment for the weak.” (Joy of the Gospel, 47)   
But what about mortal sin?  The Catechism of the Catholic 
Church teaches: “Anyone who is aware of having committed a 
mortal sin must not receive Holy Communion, even is he or she 
experiences deep contrition, without having first received       
sacramental absolution, unless he or she has a grave reason for 
receiving Holy Communion and there is no possibility of going 
to confession.”  (CCC 1457)    But true mortal sins are rare since 
they “destroy charity in the heart” and “turn us away from God 
who is our ultimate end and happiness.”  As the Catechism tells 
us: for a sin to be mortal, three conditions must be met together: 
1) the object must be grave matter, 2) which is committed with 
full knowledge and 3) deliberate consent of the will. (CCC 1857) 
 While Holy Communion has as its principal purpose 
drawing us into intimate union with Christ Jesus and  with those 
baptized into His Body, it has many other effects as well         
including  preserving, increasing  and  renewing  the life of grace 
                                                                      continued on page 3  
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When you support the Catholic Ministries 
Appeal, you celebrate your faith in  

thanksgiving with thousands of other  
Catholics within the Diocese of Rochester, 
ensuring that our church provides richly for 

the faithful within our Diocese. In this  
difficult time we invite you to, prayerfully, 
consider making your contribution to CMA.  

Our parishes benefit from your donation.   
Visit https://www.dor.org/giving/catholic-

ministries-appeal/ for more information. 

STM 

Goal - $75,520.00 
$38,210.00 as of 12/14 

50.60% of goal  97 Donors 

OLQP 

Goal - $64,653.00 
$40,481.00 as of 12/14 

62.61% of goal  90 Donors 

Prayer for Holy Family Sunday 

Jesus, our most loving redeemer, 

You came to enlighten the world 

with your teaching and example. 

You willed to spend the greater part of Your life 

in humble obedience to Mary and Joseph 

in the poor home of Nazareth. 

In this way, You sanctified that family, 

which was to be an example for all Christian families. 

Graciously accept our family, 

which we dedicate and consecrate to You this day. 

Be pleased to protect, guard, and keep it 

in holy fear, in peace, 

and in the harmony of Christian charity. 

By conforming ourselves to the Divine model 

of Your family, 

may we attain to eternal happiness. 

A New Year is God’s Gift 
 
IN THE JOYFUL MOMENTS 
THANK HIM 
 

IN THE BUSY MOMENTS 
BLESS HIM 
 

IN THE TRYING MOMENTS 
TRUST HIM 
 

IN THE QUIET MOMENTS 
PRAISE HIM 

Happy New Year to all our wonderful parishioners 
and friends.  A trying year comes to a close and we 
look forward to a new year, full of new possibilities, 
new adventures, new relationships, and a renewed 
faith in our God, in whom all things are possible. 

 

 

Happy New Year!! 
~ Fr. Hart, Margaret, 

and the staff of OLQP/STM 

Altar flowers at OLQP & STM 
 

There are sign-up sheets at the church entrances for those wishing to donate flowers to decorate the 
altar during January through June.  The sign-up sheets will be in the narthex until all slots are filled. You 
can also call the office and give the information to Robin at 244-3010. 

This is for anyone who would care to arrange their own or purchase from a florist to be delivered to the church on 
Saturday afternoons in time for 4:30 Mass, in memory of a loved one or for a special occasion (anniversary,              
wedding, birthday, etc.)  Thanks so much. 

Young Adult Zoom Gatherings - Save the Date 
 
 
Beginning the New Year with  
Divine Freedom:  A Look at the Life of  
Archbishop Oscar Romero of El Salvador 
Wednesday, January 13 from 7-8:15 
 

“The ones who have a voice must speak 
for those that are voiceless.” 
 
Please let Meghan know if you plan to attend and she will 
send you the zoom link.   
meghan.robinson@dor.org 

continued from page 2 
begun at Baptism and cleansing us from past sins and       
preserving us from future sins.   In fact, the Church teaches 
that Holy Communion is the ordinary way that our daily sins 
are forgiven.  St. Ambrose, a fourth century Doctor of the 
Church, tells us: “I must receive [the Eucharist] always, so 
that it may always forgive my sins.  If I sin continually, I 
must always have a remedy.” (De Sacramentis, IV, 6, 28IV, 
5, 24)                                                        Peace to all, 
                                                                       Fr. Hart 

https://www.dor.org/giving/catholic-ministries-appeal/
https://www.dor.org/giving/catholic-ministries-appeal/
mailto:meghan.robinson@dor.org
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1st Reading  Gn 15:1-6; 21:1-3 
 

The word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, saying: “Fear not, Abram! I am your shield; 
I will make your reward very great.”  But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what good will your gifts be, 
if I keep on being childless and have as my heir the steward of my house, Eliezer?” Abram continued, 
“See, you have given me no offspring, and so one of my servants will be my heir. ” 
Then the word of the LORD came to him: “No, that one shall not be your heir; your own issue shall be your heir. ” 
The Lord took Abram outside and said, “Look up at the sky and count the stars, if you can. 
Just so,” he added, “shall your descendants be.” Abram put his faith in the LORD, 
who credited it to him as an act of righteousness. The LORD took note of Sarah as he had said he would; 
he did for her as he had promised. Sarah became pregnant and bore Abraham a son in his old age, 
at the set time that God had stated. Abraham gave the name Isaac to this 
son of his whom Sarah bore him. The Word of the Lord 

Responsorial Psalm   Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9 
 

R. The Lord remembers his covenant for ever. 
Give thanks to the LORD, invoke his name;                                                               
make known among the nations his deeds. 
Sing to him, sing his praise, proclaim all his wondrous deeds. 
R. The Lord remembers his covenant for ever. 
Glory in his holy name; rejoice, O hearts that seek the LORD! 
Look to the LORD in his strength; constantly seek his face. 
R. The Lord remembers his covenant for ever. 
You descendants of Abraham, his servants, sons of Jacob, his chosen ones! 
He, the LORD, is our God; throughout the earth his judgments prevail. 
R. The Lord remembers his covenant for ever. 
He remembers forever his covenant 
which he made binding for a thousand generations 
which he entered into with Abraham and by his oath to Isaac. 
R. The Lord remembers his covenant for ever.  

2nd Reading  Hebrews 11:8, 11-12, 17-19 
 
Brothers and sisters:  By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as 
an inheritance; he went out, not knowing where he was to go.  By faith he received power to generate,  
even though he was past the normal age - and Sarah herself was sterile --for he thought that the one who had 
made the promise was trustworthy.  So it was that there came forth from one man, himself as good as dead,  
descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as the sands on the seashore.  By faith    
Abraham, when put to the test, offered up Isaac,   and he who had received the promises was ready to offer his 
only son, of whom it was said, “Through Isaac descendants shall bear your name.” He reasoned that God was 
able to raise even from the dead, and he received Isaac back as a symbol. The Word of the Lord 

Gospel    Luke 2:22-40 
 

When the days were completed for their purification  according to the law of Moses, they took him up to Jerusalem 
to present him to the Lord, just as it is written in the law of the Lord,   Every male that opens the womb shall be 
consecrated to the Lord, and to offer the sacrifice of a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons,  in accordance 
with the dictate in the law of the Lord.  Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon.  
This man was righteous and devout, awaiting the consolation of Israel,  and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 
It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he should not see death before he had seen the Christ of the 
Lord.  He came in the Spirit into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus  to perform the    
custom of the law in regard to him, He took him into his arms and blessed God, saying: “Now, Master, you may let 
your servant go in peace, according to your word, for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you prepared in 
sight of all the peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and glory for your people Israel. ” 
The child’s father and mother were amazed at what was said about him;  and Simeon blessed them and said to 
Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is destined  for the fall and rise of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be 
contradicted —and you yourself a sword will pierce—so that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.” 
There was also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years,  
having lived seven years with her husband after her marriage,  and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. 
She never left the temple, but worshiped night and day with fasting and prayer. And coming forward at that very 
time, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child  to all who were awaiting the redemption of Jerusalem.  
When they had fulfilled all the prescriptions of the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee,  to their own town of 
Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom;  and the favor of God was upon him. 
The Gospel of the Lord 

Readings for Holy Family Sunday 
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Sacrificial Giving as of  December 14 (most recent report not available for this publication) 
Fiscal Year: July 1, 2020—June 30, 2021 

Thank you for sharing your gift of treasure. May the Lord bless you for your generosity. 

OLQP - (Regular collections include ~ Sunday Offerings,  

Holy Days, Christmas & Easter) 
 

Last Week’s Regular Collections ....................................... $5,799.71 

Regular Collections Year-To-Date .............................. $118,413.48 

Weekend Attendance.................................................................................... 78 

STM - (Regular collections include ~ Sunday Offerings,  

Holy Days, Christmas & Easter) 
 

Last Week’s Regular Collections .................................... $12,233.00 

Regular Collections Year-To-Date .............................. $124,009.90 

Weekend Attendance ................................................................................ 145 

   Catholic Schools in Area:   
 

Seton Catholic School 
Grades Pre-K-6 
Mrs. Patty Selig, Principal 
473-6604  
 

 

St. Louis School 
Grades Pre-K-5 
Mrs. Fran Barr, Principal    
586-5200 

Staff 
 

Rev. Joseph A. Hart, Pastor/Co-Administrator      
hart@dor.org 

 

Margaret Ostromecki,  
Pastoral Associate/Co-Administrator          
margaret.ostromecki@dor.org 

 
 

V. Rev. Paul Tomasso, V.G., Assisting Priest 
fr.paul.tomasso@dor.org 

 
 

Deacon Art Cuestas 
arthur.cuestas@dor.org  

 
 

Jennifer Abdalla, Director of Faith Formation 
jennifer.abdalla@dor.org 

 
 

Meghan Robinson  
Music Director/Pastoral Minister   
meghan.robinson@dor.org 
 
Mary Ann Obark,  RCIA Coordinator 
maryann.obark@dor.org 
 
 

Connor Doran, Choir Director/Organist 
connor.doran@dor.org 
 
 

Mary Kase, Regional Finance Director 
mary.kase@dor.org 
 
 

Robin Levy, Administrative Assistant  
robin.levy@dor.org 
 
 

Amanda Schiralli, Webmaster 
amanda.schiralli@dor.org 
 
 
 

Nils Lightholder, Maintenance 
Scott Nobes, Maintenance 

Please contact Mary Kase at 381-4200 x 260  if you would like to sign up for electronic funds 

transfer (EFT.)   Please contact Mary Kase at 381-4200 x 262 or mary.kase @dor.org   
BEFORE considering making a stock transfer for your donation to your parish..  

Forgiving is one of the hardest things for people to do.  We can’t give 
what we don’t have.  We need to receive God’s mercy and forgiveness 

first before we can give it to others.  Go to the sacrament of Reconciliation and 
receive God’s mercy and forgiveness.  Then, share give the gift of forgiveness 
with someone – a family member, a friend or a co-worker.  Pick up the phone or 
text someone right now.   

“…as the Lord has forgiven you, so you must forgive.”  Colossian 3:13  

Corner 
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