
A Catholic Community... 
Our Lady Queen of Peace     

& St. Thomas More 

Mass Times 
Monday, Wednesday: 7:00 a.m. 
Saturday 4:30 p.m., Sunday 9:00 a.m. 
Holy Days of Obligation:  as printed in bulletin 

Our Lady Queen of Peace 
601 Edgewood Ave. Rochester, NY 14618 
585-244-3010 - email: rourlady@dor.org 

St. Thomas More 
2617 East Avenue - Rochester, NY 14610 

585-381-4200 - email: stm@dor.org 

Mass Times 
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday: 8:00 a.m. 

Saturday 4:30 p.m., Sunday 11:00 a.m. 
Holy Days of Obligation: as printed in bulletin 

Second Sunday of Lent 

February 28, 2021 

            Available at both parishes:   Available at OLQP
  
  
 

  
Handicap Access      Hearing Loop Access       Upon Request               Interpreter for the hearing impaired.
    Low Gluten Hosts                                   

Sacrament of Baptism 
Parents are to notify a parish office soon after they know they 
are expecting. A pre-baptismal program is required. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (R.C.I.A.) 
Adults seeking full initiation, Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist, 
or those wishing to be in full communion with the Roman  
Catholic Church are asked to contact a parish office for more 
information. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
By appointment only.  Call the office to schedule. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony 
Arrangements must be made at least six months, preferably a 
year, in advance of the desired date. A marriage preparation 
program is required. 
 

Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick 
This Sacrament is available for individuals upon request and  
communal celebrations are periodically scheduled. 
 

Ministry to the Sick 
Please call a parish office concerning the needs of the sick,  
hospitalized or shut-ins. Those unable to attend Mass may have 
Communion brought to them. 
 

Prayer Network 
For prayer support in time of need, call  
Gerri Foos at 944-4888 or gfprayer@gmail.com 
 
Business Office 
Mary Kase, Rachael Stepien, Juanita Klotzer 
585-450-2999 

 Office Hours 
OLQP Wednesday 1:00-4:00 for drop ins 

(church open for prayer) 
STM Monday 8:00-11:00 for drop ins 

(church open for prayer) 
Other times - call first to be sure we’re here. 

www.olqpstm.com  
Confessions by appointment only 



Living in the Spirit 
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Mission Statement 
The parishes of Our Lady Queen of Peace and St. Thomas More are Roman Catholic Communities that worship and live in faith.  

Nourished by the Sacraments, Scripture, and a diversity of individual gifts, we understand that our mission comes from Jesus Christ  
who calls us to teach, to preach, to serve those in need, and to be a presence of Christ in the world. 

Prayers Requested: 

Please pray for the individuals who have requested 
our prayers:  Patrick Brennan, Mary Bush, Mary 
Jean Castellano, Bud Cottier, Mary Ann Fischer, 
Louise Foxenburgh, Ralph Grace, Mary Helen 

Hiller, Ginger Ierardi, Steven Kistner, Barbara  Labroi, Rachael 
M., Lourdes May, Cecile McDonald, Cathy Miccia, Janice  
Milliman, Kelly Farrell Murphy, Dolly  Nolan, Quinn Oliphant, 
Bob O’Neill,  Phillip Pinto, Marion Robinson, Paul Speranza, 
Tom &Kathleen Sullivan, Barb Tindale, and Phillippa Wilson.  

  We graciously welcome all new parishioners and visitors to our community.  To register please fill out a “request 
card” available at church entrances. Please drop it in the collection basket or at the office. A member of our pastoral 

staff will contact you to complete your registration. 

Mass Schedule 
Monday, March 1 

Dn 9:4b-10  Ps 79:8-9,11,13  Lk 6:36-38 

  OLQP  7:00 AM †Tom Robinson - Family 
 

Tuesday,  March  2 

Is 1:10,16-20  Ps 50:8-9,16bc-17,21,23  Mt 23:1-12 

  STM   8:00 AM  †Peter & Mary Mudryk - Peter Meade, MD 
 

Wednesday, March 3  St. Katharine Drexel, virgin 

Jer 18:18-20  Ps 31:5-6,14-16  Mt 20:17-28 

  OLQP  7:00 AM †Dorothy Kaiser - Rosemary O’Sullivan 
   

Thursday, March 4  St. Casimir 

Jer 17:5-10  Ps 1:1-4,6  Lk 16:19-31 
  STM  8:00 AM  †Fr. George Norton - Bill & Shirley Reber   
 

Friday, March 5    
Gn 37:3-4,12-13a,17b-28a  Ps 105:16-21  Mt 21:33-43,45-46 
 STM   8:00 AM People of the Parish 
    

Saturday, March 6 
Mi 7:14-15,18-20  Ps 103:1-4,9-12  Lk 15:1-3,11-32 
   OLQP 4:30 PM †Dr. Assaad Toufic Rizk - Joan Tierney 
   STM   4:30 PM  †John C. Lawrence - Lawrence Family 
                                  

Sunday,  March 7  THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 
 Ex:17:3-7  Ps 95:1-2,6-9  Rom 5:1-2,5-8  Jn 4:5-42 
    OLQP  9:00 AM †Jane Connor - Sean & Mary Jo Maloney    
   STM  11:00 AM  People of the Parish                     

Sanctuary Lamp Intention this week at OLQP is in 
Memory of:      Armida Magee 

Lector assignments for next weekend 3/6-7 
OLQP 4:30 - Caroline Thirukumaran 
         9:00 - Mary Attridge 
STM   4:30 - Bill Ditoro 
        11:00 - Barbara Mattingly 

Do you want to fast this Lent? 
In the words of Pope Francis: 

Fast from hurting words and say kind words. 
Fast from anger and be filled with patience. 
Fast from pessimism and be filled with hope. 

 Years ago, a young boy who had just lost his mother to  
cancer, stood at the ambo during her funeral liturgy and read a     
section of the Letter to the Romans – a few more verses than what 
we hear read in this Sunday’s readings.  To this day, I can still see 
him standing there.  He needed a stool to reach the microphone. 
Then in a voice strong and sure, without faltering or whimpering, he 
boldly proclaimed:  
If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare his 
own son…?  Who will bring a charge against God’s chosen ones? 
Who will condemn? What will separate us from the love of Christ?  
Will anguish, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or 
peril, or the sword? (Rm. 8:31-35) 

By the time this young boy finished reading, more than half 
of the funeral attendees’ eyes were filled with tears.  Perhaps it had 
something to do with the eloquence of his voice, that in such a young 
body portrayed a surety, a certainty of conviction of faith and hope 
that pierced the hearts of all present.  In the midst of deep sorrow and 
pain, this young boy stood as a beacon of light pointing the way  
toward healing and the comfort of God’s unsurpassable love.       
Perhaps his presence and the Word heard enabled the hearers to  
recall God’s promises and trustworthiness revealed throughout the 
centuries, like at the time when Abraham was put to the test (First 
Reading, Gen. 22:1f).  

There have been many interpretations within both Judaism 
and Christianity of this particular passage and each offering us a  
particular insight.  As one commentator noted, in ancient times, 
when child sacrifice was not unheard of, Abraham believed God 
wanted him to sacrifice his only son.  It is possible that Abraham 
kept mistaking the God of the promise for some pagan deity he once 
knew in Ur.  Recall how Abraham felt compelled to do workarounds 
with God’s stated intentions – lying about Sarah’s relationship to 
him, using Hagar as a means to an heir, dickering over the fate of 
Sodom and Gomorrah.  Yet, when it comes to the sacrifice of Isaac, 
Abraham suddenly capitulates to the traditional, if heinous, religious 
practice of child sacrifice without a word of protest.  It appears that 
Abraham can’t seem to let the default God of habit go and entrust 
himself to the Lord who has demonstrated nothing but                        
trustworthiness.  It is impressive that when Abraham  finally does 
see and embraces the God of the promise, he does so with such  
credibility that for ever after God would be known by this singular    
relationship, as the “God of Abraham.” 

In the story of the transfiguration God’s gracious          
trustworthiness is once again revealed.  Even though Jesus’ disciples 
traveled with him, heard him speak, saw his many wonderous acts, 
they really had no clue as to who he was, no inkling where his     
authority came from.  The transfiguration catches them by surprise – 
it scares them. The evangelist Matthew says they were awestruck.  
Mark goes as far as to say they were terrified. And yet, this          
encounter, this revelation, enabled Peter later to exclaim: “How good 
it is that we are here.” 

Lent offers us a time to reflect deeply on the God of     
Abraham who is fully revealed in Christ Jesus; the One who loves 
us, whose promises are true, who is always with us and for us.  

                                         Peace and blessings, Margaret    
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Becoming Catholic: Liam, Erin, and Cate Brett 
 

On Sunday, Feb. 21, Bishop Matano  celebrated the Rite of 
Election of Catechumens and the Affirmation of               

Candidates at Sacred Heart Cathedral.  These rites are     
particular to those who are becoming Catholic or completing 

their initiation into the Catholic Church. This year, we had 
hoped to proudly send Liam, Erin, and Cate Brett to            

celebrate the Rite of Election with Bishop Matano.  Due to 
COVID quarantine restrictions they were unable to  attend 

the ceremony at the Cathedral.  We will celebrate a parish 
Rite of    Election at the 11am Mass at St. Thomas More on 

Feb. 28 when their Godparents/Sponsors, as well as the    
parish community will be asked to vouch for their   readi-
ness.   Please continue to pray for them, their  Godparents/

Sponsors, as well as their family as they continue their     
journey to the Easter Sacraments. 

Attention Year 2 Confirmation Students 
  
Packets regarding the Confirmation requirements 
for Immediate preparation have been mailed out.  
If this packet has not come to your mail this 
week, please contact the Faith Formation office so 
we can be sure that you have all the necessary paperwork 
regarding sponsors, saint name, Baptismal certificate,    
retreat date, community service reflections and interview 
questions. 
If you are enrolled in Catholic School, this pertains 
to you as well.  
So be sure to contact Jennifer.Abdalla@dor.org if you have 
not received this information. 
All completed forms are due by March 20, 2021 in order for 
you to be eligible to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation. 

BETTER MEALS IN MADAGASCAR             
In Madagascar, half of all children are             
undernourished.  That means 50% of kids 
won’t grow to reach their full potential. But              
communities are changing this by focusing on improving health 
and nutrition. What role has food played in your life? How can 
you help those who lack access to enough nutritious food.                        
Visit crsricebowl.org to learn more.  

When you support the Catholic Ministries 
Appeal, you celebrate your faith in  

thanksgiving with thousands of other  
Catholics within the Diocese of Rochester, 
ensuring that our church provides richly for 

the faithful within our Diocese. In this  
difficult time we invite you to, prayerfully, 
consider making your contribution to CMA.  

Our parishes benefit from your donation.   
Visit https://www.dor.org/giving/catholic-

ministries-appeal/ for more information. 

STM 

Goal - $75,520.00 
$52,160.00 as of 2/22 

69.07% of goal  119 Donors 

OLQP 

Goal - $64,653.00 
$52.565.00 as of 2/22 

81.44% of goal  129 Donors 

This Lent let’s help stock the shelves at  
Sr. Regis Food Cupboard. 

 
Instead of cereal and toilet paper, this year the 

folks at Sr. Regis have asked that we 
collect BEANS, SPAGHETTI SAUCE 

and CANNED FRUIT.  Their supply of 
these items is depleted and they 

need our help. 
 

We will be collecting these items at 
both church entrances until March 28, 2021 for 
those wishing to help us with this worthy cause. 
We - and Sr. Regis Food Cupboard - thank you 

for your generosity!! 

t please 

meghan.robinson@dor.org if you are interested in attending. Once you  register, the Zoom ID and password will 

Lenten Zoom Retreat 
Made in the Image and Likeness of God:   

Encountering Racism 

The power of narrative to move our hearts 
is not to be underestimated.  The stories 
we read, the videos we view, the                         
testimonies to which we listen can give us 

different perspectives on how God moves in our lives and 
help us to know God in new, deeper and more intimate 
ways. Of course, this is only the case if we truly listen.  
The intention of this retreat is to create the space needed 
to help us listen in deeper ways.  Throughout this retreat 
you’ll have the opportunity to listen to the narratives of 
those who will share openly about the racism that they 
have experienced in their lives, as well as those who have 
witnessed such cruelty and what this all means with      
regard to their relationship with God. The retreat will also 
lead us into personal prayer, as we will have some quiet 
time to be alone with God and consider what being       
created “in the divine image” (Gn 1:27) means for our lives 
and all of our relationships. We will be invited to peer into 
our hearts, and with God’s grace, identify where we face 
any blindness and how any seeds of prejudice in our 
hearts can keep us from encountering God and others in 
deeper ways. 
  
Questions will be provided that you can pray with God 
about during each week in between our Thursday                       
sessions and even ponder well beyond this retreat. 
 

This retreat will be held via zoom for three consecutive 
Thursdays, and while you are encouraged to attend all 
three, you are still welcome to attend individual sessions if 
attending all three is not possible.  
 

You will be receiving a 
Flocknote with a link to 
sign up, if you are on 
our Flocknote email list.  
If you aren’t please 
contact Meghan      
Robinson at meghan.robinson@dor.org if you are         
interested in attending. Once you  register, the Zoom ID 
and password will be sent out to you the week the retreat 
begins. 

Thursday, March 4th, 7-8:30pm 
Thursday, March 11th, 7-8:30pm 
Thursday, March 18th, 7-8:30pm 

 
Facilitated by: Meghan Robinson 

mailto:Jennifer.Abdalla@dor.org
https://www.dor.org/giving/catholic-ministries-appeal/
https://www.dor.org/giving/catholic-ministries-appeal/
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1st Reading  Gn 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18 
 

God put Abraham to the test. He called to him, “Abraham!” “Here I am!” he replied. 
Then God said: “Take your son Isaac, your only one, whom you love,   and go to the land of Moriah. 
There you shall offer him up as a holocaust  on a height that I will point out to you.” 
When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it.  
Then he reached out and took the knife to slaughter his son. But the LORD ’s messenger called to him from     
heaven,  “Abraham, Abraham!”  “Here I am!” he answered. “Do not lay your hand on the boy,” said the messenger. 
“Do not do the least thing to him. I know now how devoted you are to God,   
since you did not withhold from me your own beloved son.” 
As Abraham looked about, he spied a ram caught by its horns in the thicket.  
So he went and took the ram  and offered it up as a holocaust in place of his son.  
Again the LORD’s messenger called to Abraham from heaven and said:  “I swear by myself, declares the LORD,  
that because you acted as you did in not withholding from me your beloved son, I will bless you abundantly  
and make your descendants as countless as the stars of the sky and the sands of the seashore; your descendants 
shall take possession of the gates of their enemies, and in your descendants all the nations of the earth  
shall find blessing—all this because you obeyed my command.”  The Word of the Lord 

Responsorial Psalm   Ps 116:10, 15, 16-17, 18-19 
 
R. I will walk before the Lord, in the land of the living. 
I believed, even when I said, “I am greatly afflicted.” 
Precious in the eyes of the LORD is the death of his faithful ones. 
R. I will walk before the Lord, in the land of the living. 
O LORD, I am your servant; I am your servant, the son of your handmaid; you have loosed my bonds. 
To you will I offer sacrifice of thanksgiving, and I will call upon the name of the LORD. 
R. I will walk before the Lord, in the land of the living. 
My vows to the LORD I will pay in the presence of all his people, 
In the courts of the house of the LORD, in your midst, O Jerusalem. 
R. I will walk before the Lord, in the land of the living.  

2nd Reading  Romans 8:31b-34 
Brothers and sisters: If God is for us, who can be against us?  
He who did not spare his own Son but handed him over for us all, 
how will he not also give us everything else along with him?  
Who will bring a charge against God ’s chosen ones? 
It is God who acquits us, who will condemn? 
Christ Jesus it is who died—or, rather, was raised—  
who also is at the right hand of God,  
who indeed intercedes for us. The Word of the Lord 

Gospel    Mark 9:2-10 
 

Jesus took Peter, James, and John and led them up a high mountain 
apart by themselves. And he was transfigured before them,   
and his clothes became dazzling white,  such as no fuller on earth 
could bleach them. 
Then Elijah appeared to them along with Moses,   
and they were conversing with Jesus. Then Peter said to Jesus in 
reply, “Rabbi, it is good that we are here! 
Let us make three tents:  
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 
He hardly knew what to say, they were so terrified.  
Then a cloud came, casting a shadow over them;  
from the cloud came a voice,                                                                     
“This is my beloved Son.  Listen to him.” 
Suddenly, looking around, they no longer saw anyone but Jesus alone with them.  
As they were coming down from the mountain, he charged them not to relate what they had seen to anyone,  
except when the Son of Man had risen from the dead. So they kept the matter to themselves,   
questioning what rising from the dead meant. The Gospel of the Lord 

Readings for the Second Sunday of Lent 



It is easy to say, “Here I am, Lord,” when we are kneeling in church.  But 

how easy is it to say “Here I am, Lord,” when a neighbor needs our help, 
when we are invited to join a parish ministry, or when we are asked to       

provide financial support?  Often times we are called when it’s not convenient for 
us. Discipleship is not always easy, most of the time it will make us uncomfortable and 
vulnerable.  

 “’Here I am!’ he answered.”- Genesis 22:11  

Corner 
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Sacrificial Giving as of  February 22 
Fiscal Year: July 1, 2019—June 30, 2020 

Thank you for sharing your gift of treasure. May the Lord bless you for your generosity. 

Please contact Mary Kase at 450-2999 if you would like to sign up for electronic funds transfer 

(EFT.)   Please contact Mary Kase at 450-2999 or mary.kase @dor.org   
BEFORE considering making a stock transfer for your donation to your parish..  

   Catholic Schools in Area:   
 

Seton Catholic School 
Grades Pre-K-6 
Mrs. Patty Selig, Principal 
473-6604  
 

 

St. Louis School 
Grades Pre-K-5 
Mrs. Fran Barr, Principal    
586-5200 

Staff 
 

Rev. Joseph A. Hart, Pastor/Co-Administrator      
hart@dor.org 
 

Margaret Ostromecki,  
Pastoral Associate/Co-Administrator          
margaret.ostromecki@dor.org 

 
 

Rev. Daniel Condon,  Assisting Priest 
fr.dan.condon@dor.org 

 

Deacon Art Cuestas 
arthur.cuestas@dor.org  

 
 

Jennifer Abdalla, Assistant Director, Faith 
Formation, Administrative Assistant 
jennifer.abdalla@dor.org 
 
 

Meghan Robinson  
Music Director/Pastoral Minister   
meghan.robinson@dor.org 
 
 

Connor Doran, Choir Director/Organist 
connor.doran@dor.org 
 
 

Mary Kase, Regional Finance Director 
mary.kase@dor.org 
 
 

Robin Levy, Administrative Assistant  
robin.levy@dor.org 
 
 

Amanda Schiralli, Webmaster 
amanda.schiralli@dor.org 
 
 

Nils Lightholder, Maintenance 
Scott Nobes, Maintenance 
Lane Shelter, Maintenance 

OLQP - (Regular collections include ~ Sunday Offerings,  

Holy Days, Christmas & Easter) 
 

Last Week’s Regular Collections………………….$2,148.25 

Regular Collections Year-To-Date ........................... ..$196,957.86 

Black & Native Amer. & Hispanic………………… ..... $99.00 

Weekend Attendance ................................................................................ 114 

STM - (Regular collections include ~ Sunday Offerings,  

Holy Days, Christmas & Easter) 
 

Last Week’s Regular Collections………… ........... $2.204.00 

Regular Collections Year-To-Date ........................... ..$194,467.90 

Black, Native Amer, & Hispanic…………………… .. $167.00 

Weekend Attendance ................................................................................ 149 
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