
A Catholic Community... 
Our Lady Queen of Peace     

& St. Thomas More 

Mass Times 
Monday, Wednesday: 7:00 a.m. 
Saturday 4:30 p.m., Sunday 9:00 a.m. 
Holy Days of Obligation:  as printed in bulletin 

Our Lady Queen of Peace 
601 Edgewood Ave. Rochester, NY 14618 
585-244-3010 - email: rourlady@dor.org 

St. Thomas More 
2617 East Avenue - Rochester, NY 14610 

585-381-4200 - email: stm@dor.org 

Mass Times 
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 8:00 a.m. 

Saturday 4:30 p.m., Sunday 11:00 a.m. 
Holy Days of Obligation: as printed in bulletin 

Second Sunday of Advent 

December 5, 2021 

            Available at both parishes:   Available at OLQP
  
  
 

  
Handicap Access      Hearing Loop Access       Upon Request               Interpreter for the hearing impaired.
    Low Gluten Hosts                                   

 Office Hours 
OLQP T, & Th 8:00-11:00  
STM   M & W 8:00-11:00  

 
Other times - call first to be sure we’re here. 

 
www.olqpstm.com  

Confessions by appointment only 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Parents are to notify a parish office soon after they know they 
are expecting. A pre-baptismal program is required. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (R.C.I.A.) 
Adults seeking full initiation, Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist, 
or those wishing to be in full communion with the Roman  
Catholic Church are asked to contact a parish office for more 
information. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
By appointment only.  Call the office to schedule. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony 
Arrangements must be made at least six months, preferably a 
year, in advance of the desired date. A marriage preparation 
program is required. 
 

Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick 
This Sacrament is available for individuals upon request and  
communal celebrations are periodically scheduled. 
 

Ministry to the Sick 
Please call a parish office concerning the needs of the sick,  
hospitalized or shut-ins. Those unable to attend Mass may have 
Communion brought to them. 
 

Prayer Network 
For prayer support in time of need, call  
Gerri Foos at 944-4888 or gfprayer@gmail.com 
 
Business Office 
Mary Kase, Racheal Stepien, Shelly Bragg 
585-450-2999 
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Mission Statement 
The parishes of Our Lady Queen of Peace and St. Thomas More are Roman Catholic Communities that worship and live in faith.  

Nourished by the Sacraments, Scripture, and a diversity of individual gifts, we understand that our mission comes from Jesus Christ  
who calls us to teach, to preach, to serve those in need, and to be a presence of Christ in the world. 

Prayers Requested: 

Please pray for the individuals who have requested 
our prayers:  Patrick Brennan, Mary Bush, Mary 
Jean Castellano, Roger Ciccarelli, James  

Colterman, Bud Cottier, Michael DeFranco, Gary Feldman, 
Ralph Grace, Betsie Heffernan, Mary Helen Hiller, Ginger  
Ierardi, Steven Kistner, Barbara  Labroi, John Lewman, 
Lourdes May, Ryan Maciaszek, Cecile McDonald, Cathy    
Miccia, Janice  Milliman, Kelly Farrell Murphy, Dolly  Nolan, 
Quinn Oliphant, Bob O’Neill, Marion Robinson, Tony Rossi, 
Tom & Kathleen Sullivan, Barb Tindale, and Phillippa Wilson.   

  We graciously welcome all new parishioners and visitors to our community.  To register please fill out a “request 
card” available at church entrances. Please drop it in the collection basket or at the office. A member of our pastoral 

staff will contact you to complete your registration. 

Mass Schedule 

Sanctuary Lamp Intentions this week are in Memory of: 
     STM Bob Minemier  

 OLQP Ann Parsons  

Monday, December 6  St. Nicholas, bishop 
Is 35:1-10  Ps 85:9ab,10-14  Lk 5:17-26 

    OLQP  7:00AM †Tom Robinson - Family  

                                                                                                                                          
Tuesday,  December 7  St. Ambrose, bishop,  doctor of the 

   church 
Is 40:1-11  Ps 96:1-3,10ac,11-13  Mt 18:12-14 

    STM   8:00 AM People of the Parish 

               5:30 PM Vigil †Terry Dryer 
 

Wednesday, December 8  THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY,  Patronal Feast Day of the 
United States of America (holy day of obligation) 

Gn 3:9-15,20  Ps 98:1-4  Eph 1:3-6,11-12  Lk 1:26-38 

  OLQP  7:00 AM †Ann Reinhardt - Family 

  7:00 PM  †Sheilah Quigley - Family              

Thursday, December 9  St. Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin  

Is 41:13-20  Ps 145:1,9-13b  Mt 11:11-15  

  STM   8:00 AM †Frank & Genevieve Palermo - Marty & Mary Jane  
   Rimmele 
 

Friday, December 10  Our Lady of Loreto  

Is 48:17-19  Ps 1:1-4,6  Mt 11:16-19 
 STM   8:00 AM †Matthew J. Finegan - Kristin Valentine 

 

Saturday, December 11  St. Dadasus I, pope 
Sir 48:1-4, 9-11  Ps 80:2ac,3b,15-16,18-19  Mt 17:9a,10-13 
   OLQP 4:30 PM †Ralph, Linda & Cosmo Viola - Family  
   STM    4:30 PM † Sandra Ekstrom - Gerry & Anne Shanahan                             

Sunday,  December 12  THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

Zep 3:14-18a  (Ps) Is 12:2-6  Phil 4:4-7  Lk 3:10-18 
    OLQP  9:00 AM † Marie O’Brien & Anna Karalfa - Family 
   STM  11:00 AM  †Charlie DiLella - Turri Family 

Welcome! … to our new parishioners:  

Ronald & Stephanie Balcerzak 
 

We are pleased to have you join our faith community! 

 Just imagine a speaker standing in a crowded room trying to 
get the attention of everyone.  All at once the speaker says, “If you 
can hear the sound of my voice, clap once.”  In a gathered group, 
only those closest to the speaker hear the instruction and clap. The 
unexpected sound of several people clapping once, however, catches 
the attention of a few more.  The speaker then says, “If you can hear 
the sound of my voice, clap twice.”  And a few more people catch on.  
It continues until the crowd is hushed as more and more people clap 
in unison, three times, then four times.  It’s an effective way to gather 
the attention of a crowd without having to be the loudest one in the 
room, but this method of striving to get attention only works with the 
participation of more and more people.  The speaker might talk in 
vain at an unresponsive, noisy crowd all day if the following of their 
instructions doesn’t spread throughout the group. 

Throughout history, as prophets spoke they caught the    
attention of enough people that we continue to hear their words    
reverberate even today.  Like Micah who said, “Do justice, love   
mercy, and walk humbly with your God,” (6:8).  Or the prophet    
Isaiah who said, “Comfort, O comfort my people” (40:1). What was 
it about them that captured the attention of the people around them? 
Was there some kind of magnetic quality about them? Was it a fierce 
or wild look in their eyes? Or were their words from God simply so 
true in times so desperate that listening to them felt like solid ground 
in a shifting time? 

During their time, like our time, there were competing    
voices. While the prophets were encouraging people to return to God, 
to care for the vulnerable, to be restored in relationship with one  
another, other voices spoke of power, greed, despair, or complacency 
that were louder than the prophet’s call. And yet the prophets were 
heard through the generations. 

The words of Isaiah were resonating so powerfully that John 
the Baptizer picked them up and echoed them centuries later: “The 
voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the 
Lord, make his paths straight.” This is the same voice we hear today 
on this Second Sunday of Advent. John heeded Isaiah and lived these 
words, calling those who heard him to repent and to begin anew, to 
prepare the way. In so doing, he invited more and more people to live 
Isaiah’s words with him. 

But John was not the source of the words. Nor was Isaiah 
the source of the words. Isaiah and then John were like the ones 
standing nearby who hear the sound of the speaker’s voice and clap 
in response. Because of their clapping, more and more people can 
identify and heed the speaker’s voice. They, too, can join in the   
clapping to draw attention to the speaker, so that more and more  
people in turn can hear the words.  

A prophet’s voice to which our attention is drawn may not 
be the loudest in the room, but it is steady. It is persistent. It is the 
voice of God who continually invites us all to return, to care for the 
vulnerable, to be in relationship with one another. It is a voice that 
challenges us to love mercy and justice, to speak truthfully and live 
faithfully believing in the promises of God.   

As we attune our ears to the prophet’s voice, we are enabled 
to better recognize the one who is to come. We are better able to  
recognize the Christ who reconciles us and for whom we wait in 
hopeful expectation. May we focus our attention and allow a hush to 
fall over us so that we may hear the voice calling from the            
wilderness: “Prepare the way.”     Peace and blessings,    Margaret 
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 RCIA Rite of Acceptance and Welcoming 
On Sunday, Dec. 5 at the 9am Mass at Our 
Lady Queen of Peace, we celebrate the Rite 
of Acceptance into the Order of the           
Catechumens and the Rite of Welcoming of 
Candidates for full communion with the  

Catholic Church.  These rites mark a milestone in the 
journey of our unbaptized Inquirers (or Seekers) who 
have been discerning whether to officially begin their  
journey to become members of the Catholic Church.  It is 
their first public gathering.  Jessie Eng and Zachary 
Seely will officially be accepted into the ancient Order of             
Catechumens and will then bear the name of 
“Catechumen.”  They will continue their journey to learn 
more about the Catholic Faith.  As Catechumens, they 
will continue to discern whether the Holy Spirit is calling 
them to Baptism, Eucharist and Confirmation at the   
Easter Vigil on April 16. 
We will also be welcoming Christopher Blank as a    
candidate for full communion with the Catholic Church.  
Christopher is already one with us in baptism and he will 
be recognized for his journey and discernment as he 
seeks full communion with the Catholic Church by      
celebrating the sacraments of Eucharist and              
Confirmation when he joins Jessie and Zachary at the 
Easter Vigil on April 16. 
Please continue to support Jessie, Zachary, and       
Christopher with your prayers and with your example of 
discipleship. 

When you support the Catholic Ministries 
Appeal, you celebrate your faith in  

thanksgiving with thousands of other  
Catholics within the Diocese of Rochester, 
ensuring that our church provides richly for 

the faithful within our Diocese. In this  
difficult time we invite you to, prayerfully, 
consider making your contribution to CMA.  

Our parishes benefit from your donation.   
Visit https://www.dor.org/giving/catholic-

ministries-appeal/ for more information. 

STM 

Goal - $74,300.00 
$33,810.00 as of 11/29 

45.50% of goal  85 Donors 

OLQP 

Goal - $68,776.00 
$32,525.00 as of 11/29 

47.29% of goal  79 Donors 

             CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS & DECORATIONS 

             STM & OLQP                 

If you would like to make a donation for the Christmas decorations this year, please fill out this form and 

place it in an envelope marked Christmas Flowers along with your offering and place it in the  

collection basket or send to church by December 17th.  

                

In Memory of ____________________________________Name of Donor__________________________________________  

CELEBRATION OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

Masses for the Feast of the Immaculate  
Conception are as follows: 
STM - 5:30 Vigil Mass on December 7th 
OLQP - 7:00 am and 7:00pm 

 Advent Penance Service 
Saturday, December 18 

 Our Lady Queen of Peace   
10:00am 

 
Advent Penance Services will also be held at 

St. Anne Church December 18th at 2pm 
Our Lady of Lourdes Church December 20th at 7:00pm 

2021 Christmas Mass Schedule for the Brighton Region Churches 
 

St. Thomas More Church             Our Lady of Lourdes Church  
Christmas Eve: 4:00pm, 6:00pm, (please note changes),10:00pm      Corner Rhinecliff and Imperial Drive 
Christmas Day: 11:00am                Christmas Eve:  5:00pm,10:00pm 
                                   Christmas Day:  10:30am 
Our Lady Queen of Peace Church    
Christmas Eve: 4:30pm      St. Anne Church 1600 Mt. Hope Ave 
Christmas Day: 9:00am      Christmas Eve: 4:00pm, 12:00Midnight  
(Nativity Pageant will only be at 4:30 at OLQP)             Christmas Day: 9:00am    

Lector assignments for next weekend 12/11-12 
 
OLQP  4:30 - Sheila Dalzell  
            9:00 - MaryAgnes McAvoy 
STM   4:30 - Jim Piampiano     
           11:00 - John Refermat 
 
Altar flowers for next weekend:  STM Sheila Mason 
                                               OLQP -  Sharon Griffiths 
Nursing Home - 12/12 
Highlands - Mary Wager  

Altar Flower sign up sheets are now available at 

church entrances.  This is for anyone who would wish 

to provide flowers to adorn the altar beginning on 

January 8/9 through June 25/26.   

https://www.dor.org/giving/catholic-ministries-appeal/
https://www.dor.org/giving/catholic-ministries-appeal/
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 Monday  
Dec. 6 

Tuesday  
Dec. 7 

Wednesday 
Dec. 8 

Thursday  
Dec. 9 

Friday 
Dec. 10 

Saturday  
Dec. 11 

Sunday  
December 12 

 
AT  

OLQP 

K-5 Faith Formation 
6:00-7:15pm 
 
 

K-5 Faith Formation 
6:00-7:15pm 

Knit/Crochet 
Goup 9:00-11:00am 

Handbell  
Rehearsal 7:00pm 

  Handbell Rehearsal & Mass 
8:30am arrival 
 

Choir Rehearsal 10:15am 
 

Nativity Rehearsal 12:30pm 
 

Grade 8-9 Faith Formation  
6:30pm 

AT  

STM 
Pastoral Council 
7:00pm 

     Choir Rehearsal 9:30am 
 

Lay Dominicans 3:00pm 

WEEKLY CALENDAR 

Responsorial Psalm   Ps 126:1-6 
 
R. The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy. 
When the LORD brought back the captives of Zion, we were like men dreaming. 
Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with rejoicing                                                                                 

R. The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy. 

Then they said among the nations, “The LORD has done great things for them.”   
The LORD has done great things for us; we are glad indeed.  
R. The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy. 
Restore our fortunes, O LORD, like the torrents in the southern desert. 
Those who sow in tears shall reap rejoicing.  
R. The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy. 
Although they go forth weeping, carrying the seed to be sown, 
They shall come back rejoicing, carrying their sheaves. 
R. The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy.  

2nd Reading  Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11 
 

Brothers and sisters: I pray always with joy in my every prayer for all of you,  because of your partnership for the gospel  
from the first day until now.  I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work in you will continue to complete 
it until the day of Christ Jesus.  God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the affection of Christ Jesus.  And this is 
my prayer: that your love may increase ever more and more in knowledge and every kind of perception, to discern what 
is of value, so that you may be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness  
that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. The Word of the Lord 

Gospel  Luke 3:1-6 
 
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was tetrarch 
of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias was tetrarch of Abilene,  
during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John the son of Zechariah in the desert. 
John went throughout the whole region of the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins,  
as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah: A voice of one crying out in the desert: “Prepare the way of 
the Lord, make straight his paths.  Every valley shall be filled and every mountain and hill shall be made low.  The  
winding roads shall be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth, and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” 
The Gospel of the Lord 

1st Reading  Baruch 5:1-9 
 
Jerusalem, take off your robe of mourning and misery; put on the splendor of glory from God forever: wrapped in the 
cloak of justice from God, bear on your head the mitre that displays the glory of the eternal name.  For God will show all 
the earth your splendor:  you will be named by God forever the peace of justice, the glory of God’s worship. 
Up, Jerusalem! stand upon the heights; look to the east and see your children gathered from the east and the west at 
the word of the Holy One, rejoicing that they are remembered by God.  Led away on foot by their enemies they left you: 
but God will bring them back to you borne aloft in glory as on royal thrones.  For God has commanded that every lofty 
mountain be made low, and that the age-old depths and gorges be filled to level ground, that Israel may advance secure 
in the glory of God.  The forests and every fragrant kind of tree have overshadowed Israel at God’s command; 
for God is leading Israel in joy by the light of his glory with his mercy and justice for company. The Word of the Lord  

Readings for the Second Sunday in Advent 
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Sacrificial Giving as of  December 6 
Fiscal Year: July 1, 2021—June 30, 2022 

Thank you for sharing your gift of treasure. May the Lord bless you for your generosity. 

OLQP - (Regular collections include ~ Sunday Offerings,  

Holy Days, Christmas & Easter) 
 

Last Week’s Regular Collections………………….$2,559.10 

Regular Collections Year-To-Date ........................... ..$104,836.47 

Catholic University………………… ......................... $349.00 

Weekend Attendance .................................................................................219 

STM - (Regular collections include ~ Sunday Offerings,  

Holy Days, Christmas & Easter) 
 

Last Week’s Regular Collections………… .......... $5,267.00 

Regular Collections Year-To-Date .............................. ..$94,918.00 

Catholic University…………………………… .......... $576.00 

Weekend Attendance................................................................................. 238 

   Catholic Schools in Area:   
 

Seton Catholic School 
Grades Pre-K-6 
Mrs. Patty Selig, Principal 
473-6604  
 

 

St. Louis School 
Grades Pre-K-5 
Mrs. Eileen Schenk Principal    
586-5200 

Staff 
 

Rev. Joseph A. Hart, Pastor/Co-Administrator      
hart@dor.org 

 

Margaret Ostromecki,  
Pastoral Associate/Co-Administrator          
margaret.ostromecki@dor.org 

 
 

Rev. Dan Condon., Assisting Priest 
fr.dan.condon@dor.org 

 

Deacon Art Cuestas 
arthur.cuestas@dor.org  

 

Jennifer Abdalla, Director of Faith Formation 
jennifer.abdalla@dor.org 

 

Meghan Robinson  
Music Director/Pastoral Minister   
meghan.robinson@dor.org 
 

Mary Ann Obark,  RCIA Coordinator 
maryann.obark@dor.org 

 

Connor Doran, Choir Director/Organist 
connor.doran@dor.org 
 

Mary Kase, Regional Finance Director 
mary.kase@dor.org 
 
 

Robin Levy, Administrative Assistant  
robin.levy@dor.org 

 

Amanda Schiralli, Webmaster 
amanda.schiralli@dor.org 
 
 

Nils Lightholder, Maintenance 
Scott Nobes, Maintenance 
Lane Shelter, Maintenance 

You can go to our website at olqpstm.com to donate online.  Click on Connect Now.  Please contact 

Mary Kase 450-2999 if you have any questions.  Please contact Mary Kase by phone or email at  
mary.kase @dor.org  BEFORE considering making a stock transfer  to donate to your parish..  

“And this is my prayer: that your love may increase ever more and more in 
knowledge and every kind of perception, to discern what is of  value. 
      (Philippians 1:9-10)  

During the Christmas shopping season it is easy to get caught up in the frenzy 
of buying gifts.  But, is that “gift” truly an expression of your love for the other         
person.  Or, are you just fulfilling your “obligation” to give them something?  To grow 
in friendship with someone, you need to spend time with them, learn what is of value to 
them.  Maybe this year, buy less “stuff” and spend more time with those you love.  

Corner 



Page Six Parish Community of Our Lady Queen of Peace/St. Thomas More, Rochester, New York 


