
A Catholic Community... 
Our Lady Queen of Peace     

& St. Thomas More 

Mass Times 
Monday, Wednesday: 7:00 a.m. 
Saturday 4:30 p.m., Sunday 9:00 a.m. 
Holy Days of Obligation:  as printed in bulletin 

Our Lady Queen of Peace 
601 Edgewood Ave. Rochester, NY 14618 
585-244-3010 - email: rourlady@dor.org 

St. Thomas More 
2617 East Avenue - Rochester, NY 14610 

585-381-4200 - email: stm@dor.org 

Mass Times 
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 8:00 a.m. 

Saturday 4:30 p.m., Sunday 11:00 a.m. 
Holy Days of Obligation: as printed in bulletin 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

December 19, 2021 

            Available at both parishes:   Available at OLQP
  
  
 

  
Handicap Access      Hearing Loop Access       Upon Request               Interpreter for the hearing impaired.
    Low Gluten Hosts                                   

 Office Hours 
OLQP T, & Th 8:00-11:00  
STM   M & W 8:00-11:00  

 
Other times - call first to be sure we’re here. 

 
www.olqpstm.com  

 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Parents are to notify a parish office soon after they know they 
are expecting. A pre-baptismal program is required. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (R.C.I.A.) 
Adults seeking full initiation, Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist, 
or those wishing to be in full communion with the Roman  
Catholic Church are asked to contact a parish office for more 
information. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Available at both worship sites on Saturday 3:30 - 4:00 p.m. or 
by appointment. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony 
Arrangements must be made at least six months, preferably a 
year, in advance of the desired date. A marriage preparation 
program is required. 
 

Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick 
This Sacrament is available for individuals upon request and  
communal celebrations are periodically scheduled. 
 

Ministry to the Sick 
Please call a parish office concerning the needs of the sick,  
hospitalized or shut-ins. Those unable to attend Mass may have 
Communion brought to them. 
 

Prayer Network 
For prayer support in time of need, call  
Gerri Foos at 944-4888 or gfprayer@gmail.com 
 
Business Office 
Mary Kase, Racheal Stepien, Shelly Bragg 



Living in the Spirit 
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Mission Statement 
The parishes of Our Lady Queen of Peace and St. Thomas More are Roman Catholic Communities that worship and live in faith.  

Nourished by the Sacraments, Scripture, and a diversity of individual gifts, we understand that our mission comes from Jesus Christ  
who calls us to teach, to preach, to serve those in need, and to be a presence of Christ in the world. 

Prayers Requested: 

Please pray for the individuals who have requested 
our prayers:  Patrick Brennan, Mary Bush, Mary 
Jean Castellano, Roger Ciccarelli, James  

Colterman, Bud Cottier, Michael DeFranco, Gary Feldman, 
Ralph Grace, Betsie Heffernan, Mary Helen Hiller, Ginger  
Ierardi, Steven Kistner, Barbara  Labroi, John Lewman, 
Lourdes May, Ryan Maciaszek, Cecile McDonald, Cathy    
Miccia, Janice  Milliman, Kelly Farrell Murphy, Dolly  Nolan, 
Quinn Oliphant, Bob O’Neill, Marion Robinson, Tony Rossi, 
Tom & Kathleen Sullivan, Barb Tindale, and Phillippa Wilson.   

  We graciously welcome all new parishioners and visitors to our community.  To register please fill out a “request 
card” available at church entrances. Please drop it in the collection basket or at the office. A member of our pastoral 

staff will contact you to complete your registration. 

Mass Schedule 

Sanctuary Lamp Intentions this week are in Memory of: 
     STM Irene Peartree  

 OLQP Ann Parsons 

Monday, December 20  
Is 7:10-14  Ps 24:1-4b,5-6  Lk 1:26-38 

    OLQP  7:00AM †Patrick Byrne - Family 

                                                                                                                                       
Tuesday,  December 21 St. Peter Canisius, priest, doctor of the 

           church              
Sg 2:8-14  Ps 33:2-3,11-12,20-21  Lk 1:39-45 

    STM   8:00 AM People of the Parish 

              10:30 AM  Highlands Mass 
 

Wednesday, December 22 

1 Sm:24-28  (Ps) 1 Sm 2:1,4-8d  Lk 1:46-56 

  OLQP  7:00 AM †Harriet & Rufus Dryer 
 

Thursday, December 23  St. John of Kanty, priest  

Mal 3:1-4,23-24  Ps 25:4-5b,8-10,14  Lk 1:57-66 

  STM   8:00 AM †Charlie DiLella - Turri Family 
 

Friday, December 24 Vigil of Christmas 

Is 9:1-6  Ps 96:1-3,11-13  Ti 2:11-14  Lk  2:1-14   

 OLQP  4:30 PM †Marie Byrne - Family   
 STM    4:00 PM †Mancuso, Loiacano, & Sparacino Families - 
   Richard & MaryAnn Loiacano  
            6:00 PM †Robert M. Lawrence & John C. Lawrence - 
  Ruth Lawrence & Family  
            10:00 PM †Terry Dryer 
Saturday, December 25  Christmas Day  

Is 52:7-10  Ps 98:1-6  Heb 1:1-6  Jn 1:1-18 
 OLQP   9:00 AM †Nancy Heffernan 
 STM      11:00 AM †Norma Rappl - Marty & Mary Jane Rimmele  
    

Sunday, December 26  THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, 
          MARY, AND JOSEPH 
1 Sm 1:20-22,24-28  Ps 84:2-3,5-6,9-10  1 Jn 3:1-2,21-24   
Lk 2:41-52 
   OLQP  9:00 AM †Warren & Barb Gager - Family 
   STM     11:00 AM †Charlie DiLella - Turri Family 

 Sometimes insights and wisdom come from little children 
and the smallest of human beings. 
 Recently, the children who were preparing for the           
Sacrament of Reconciliation celebrated this Sacrament of God’s 
mercy, forgiveness, and love, together with their families.  After this 
special day, I had the opportunity to speak with one of the parents 
whose child celebrated the sacrament at St. Thomas More.  She    
expressed how pleased she was, not only with the celebration, but 
also with the overall program, the process of preparation, as well as 
the dedication of the catechists.  As pleased as I was to hear such 
wonderful news these were not the comments that intrigued me.  
Rather, she shared how much the pandemic has influenced and 
changed her family’s life – especially their spiritual life.  Working as 
a teacher her life has become quite hectic.  With her husband in a 
medical field and often exposed to Covid patients, watching Mass on 
YouTube has become more of a standard.  Zooming to join a religion 
class was more of a norm than in person attendance.  Statements like 
these, unfortunately, are not uncommon coming from parents.  What 
struck me, however, was the story about her young daughter who 
was there at the celebration waiting for her brother while he went to 
confession.  
 Apparently at one point, the little girl turned to her mom 
and asked, “what are these for” as she pointed to the kneelers.  The 
mom proceeded to explain that kneelers are used to make it a little 
more comfortable when people are kneeling.  “Why do they have to 
kneel” was the next question.  Followed by, “what’s the name of the 
guy on the cross” again?  It was at that moment that the mom       
realized her daughter has not stepped into a church for over a year 
and a half.  Last time she was there she was about two and a half or 
three and more interested in the book she was holding than what was 
going on around her.  The girl simply did not remember.  Like the 
mom, the teacher in me realized that this was a great teachable    
moment.  The mom used the remainder of their time in church to go 
around and explain all that was inside and the purpose it served. 
Even more importantly, they went around looking at the          
stained-glass windows and the story about Jesus that they revealed. 
Her daughter was enthralled.  I simply smiled and reminded her that 
like her daughter, our ancestors in faith who could not read would 
come to church and learn from the stained-glass windows, from 
hearing the stories about Jesus and the message of Jesus and by   
participating in the rituals. It was at that moment that the value,   
importance and significance of coming together, of participating in 
the rituals, and the sharing of the story of what was, what is, and is to 
come was realized.  Before we parted, the mom’s last words were, “I 
need to get my kids back into church.” 
 In today’s Gospel, two faith-filled women who remembered 
the promises of God come together.  Without saying a word they 
knew, their bodies told them that God’s promises were true.  Their 
leaping unborn children knew and within a generation the whole 
world would be alive with the news.  The visitation between Mary 
and Elizabeth offers us a perfect example of those who share in the 
Good News of salvation and naturally come together to celebrate that 
                                                                             continued on page 3  

Welcome! … to our new parishioner:  

Kathy Revekant 
 

We are pleased to have you join our faith community! 
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Now is a great opportunity to 

sign up to make a recurring gift 

to your parish through our  

website at the ConnectNow link. 

From November 1 - December 31 ConnectNow will match 

your recurring donation up to $50 per person to a         

maximum of $1000.00 per parish. 

Go to our website at olqpstm.com and click on the       

ConnectNow (either OLQP or STM) to make your donation.  

Remember - it has to be a recurring donation to qualify for 

the matching opportunity.  And - an added benefit - you 

don’t have to remember your envelope every week!  

2021 Christmas Mass Schedule for the Brighton Region Churches 
 

St. Thomas More Church             Our Lady of Lourdes Church  
Christmas Eve: 4:00pm, 6:00pm, (please note changes),10:00pm      Corner Rhinecliff and Imperial Drive 
Christmas Day: 11:00am                Christmas Eve:  5:00pm,10:00pm 
                                   Christmas Day:  10:30am 
Our Lady Queen of Peace Church    
Christmas Eve: 4:30pm      St. Anne Church 1600 Mt. Hope Ave 
Christmas Day: 9:00am      Christmas Eve: 4:00pm, 12:00Midnight  
(Nativity Pageant will only be at 4:30 at OLQP)             Christmas Day: 9:00am    

 
 

 
First Eucharist Prep sessions will be starting in 
March.  Your child must have received 1st 
Reconciliation before receiving 1st  
Eucharist.  If your child participated in First   
Reconciliation preparation this past fall, I will    

presume you are continuing in First Eucharist preparation 
unless you have told me differently.  
                                                                                                                             

Contact Jennifer Abdalla at jennifer.abdalla@dor.org 
Inscription services are scheduled to be held on  

March 13, 2022 
1st Eucharist Camps will be held on  
March 26th & April 9th, 2022 

    
First Eucharist is scheduled to be celebrated on 

May 1, 2022 

1st Eucharist Preparation 

~ from  Fr. Hart, Margaret 

and the staff of  

OLQP/STM 

continued from page 2 
communion.  You can’t keep true believers from gathering – 
this is the meaning of church!  
 Today as we gather on the Fourth Sunday of Advent, 
we believe something wonderful is happening to us.  We      
believe that God has chosen to be with us, to live as one of us, 
to take up residence in us as bearers of the life of Christ for the 
sake of the world!  We gather to celebrate that reality, to share 
our joy with  others who have had that same experience.  We 
know we must share the blessing, declare God’s goodness to 
us, and sing the song of praise.  May our souls proclaim the 
greatness of our God!  May our spirit rejoice in God our      
Savior!                                      Peace and blessings, 
    Margaret 

Lector assignments for Christmas & 12/26 
 
Christmas 
OLQP  4:30 - Peter Lutz         9:00am - Sr. Cathy Solan 
STM   4:00 - Dennis Regan    6:00 - Bill Shelly           
           10:00 - Jerry Frantz     11:00am - Mary Scardetta 
 
December 26 
OLQP  9:00 - Mary Attridge 
STM     11:00 - Anne Wolff 
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 Monday  
Dec. 20 

Tuesday  
Dec. 21 

Wednesday 
Dec. 22 

Thursday  
Dec. 23 

Friday 
Dec. 24 

Saturday  
Dec. 25 

Sunday  
Dec. 26 

 
AT  

OLQP 

    Choir Rehearsal 
& Mass  3:30pm 

  

 
AT  

STM 

      Choir Rehearsal  
& Mass 9:30am 

WEEKLY CALENDAR 

Responsorial Psalm   Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19 

 
R. Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face and we shall be saved. 
O shepherd of Israel, hearken, from your throne upon the cherubim, shine forth. 
Rouse your power, and come to save us. 
R. Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face and we shall be saved. 
Once again, O LORD of hosts, look down from heaven, and see; take care of this vine, 
and protect what your right hand has planted the son of man whom you yourself made strong.                                                

R. Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face and we shall be saved. 

May your help be with the man of your right hand, with the son of man whom you yourself made strong. 
Then we will no more withdraw from you; give us new life, and we will call upon your name. 
R. Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face and we shall be saved.  

2nd Reading  Hebrews 10:5-10 
 
Brothers and sisters:  When Christ came into the world, he said:  “Sacrifice and offering you did not desire, but a 
body you prepared for me; in holocausts and sin offerings you took no delight.  Then I said, ‘As is written of me in 
the scroll, behold, I come to do your will, O God. ’“ 
First he says, “Sacrifices and offerings, holocausts and sin offerings,  you neither desired nor delighted in.” 
These are offered according to the law. Then he says, :Behold, I come to do your will. ” He takes away the first to 
establish the second. By this “will,”  we have been consecrated  through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ 
once for all.  The Word of the Lord 

Gospel  Luke 1:39-45 
 
Mary set out and traveled to the hill country in haste to a town of Judah,  where she entered the house of Zechariah 
and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the infant leaped in her womb,  and Elizabeth, filled with 
the Holy Spirit,  cried out in a loud voice and said,  “Blessed are you among women,  and blessed is the fruit of your 
womb. And how does this happen to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 
For at the moment the sound of your greeting reached my ears,  the infant in my womb leaped for joy.  Blessed are you 
who believed that what was spoken to you by the Lord would be fulfilled.”   The Gospel of the Lord 

1st Reading  Mi 5:1-4a 
 
Thus says the LORD:  You, Bethlehem-Ephrathah too small to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth 
for me one who is to be ruler in Israel; whose origin is from of old, from ancient times.  Therefore the Lord will give them 
up, until the time when she who is to give birth has borne, and the rest of his kindred shall return to the children of Israel. 
He shall stand firm and shepherd his flock by the strength of the LORD, in the majestic name of the LORD, his God; 
and they shall remain, for now his greatness shall reach to the ends of the earth; he shall be peace.  
The Word of the Lord  

Readings for the Fourth Sunday in Advent 

The next Worldwide Marriage Encounter weekend is planned for January 14-16, 
2022  at the Notre Dame Retreat House in Canandaigua, NY.  Register online at 
wwme.org  The WWME weekend teaches communication techniques such as active      
listening, listening with the heart and empathy towards your spouse's feelings. It is based 
on the sacrament of Holy Matrimony and expresses the importance of love in the union 

and encourages this love be taken out into the world in various ministries to serve God by strengthening the      
couples and families in the church.  
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   Catholic Schools in Area:   
 

Seton Catholic School 
Grades Pre-K-6 
Mrs. Patty Selig, Principal 
473-6604  
 

 

St. Louis School 
Grades Pre-K-5 
Mrs. Eileen Schenk Principal    
586-5200 

Staff 
 

Rev. Joseph A. Hart, Pastor/Co-Administrator      
hart@dor.org 

 

Margaret Ostromecki,  
Pastoral Associate/Co-Administrator          
margaret.ostromecki@dor.org 

 
 

Rev. Dan Condon., Assisting Priest 
fr.dan.condon@dor.org 

 

Deacon Art Cuestas 
arthur.cuestas@dor.org  

 

Jennifer Abdalla, Director of Faith Formation 
jennifer.abdalla@dor.org 

 

Meghan Robinson  
Music Director/Pastoral Minister   
meghan.robinson@dor.org 
 

Mary Ann Obark,  RCIA Coordinator 
maryann.obark@dor.org 

 

Connor Doran, Choir Director/Organist 
connor.doran@dor.org 
 

Mary Kase, Regional Finance Director 
mary.kase@dor.org 
 
 

Robin Levy, Administrative Assistant  
robin.levy@dor.org 

 

Amanda Schiralli, Webmaster 
amanda.schiralli@dor.org 
 
 

Nils Lightholder, Maintenance 
Scott Nobes, Maintenance 
Lane Shelter, Maintenance 

You can go to our website at olqpstm.com to donate online.  Click on Connect Now.  Please contact 

Mary Kase 450-2999 if you have any questions.  Please contact Mary Kase by phone or email at  
mary.kase @dor.org  BEFORE considering making a stock transfer  to donate to your parish..  

Due to early submission for bulletin publication the Sacrificial 
Giving amounts are unavailable this week.    
Fiscal Year: July 1, 2021—June 30, 2022 

Thank you for sharing your gift of treasure. May the Lord bless you for your generosity. 

“See what love the Father has given us, that we should be 
called children of God; and so we are.”          Luke 1:44                            

When you hear the scripture readings and Gospel reading at Mass, do 
you “leap for joy?”  If not, don’t blame the lecturer or priest, rather look inside 
yourself.  What are you doing to grow in friendship with Jesus?  How do you 
prepare for Mass each week?  Or, do you just show up and expect to be         
entertained?  As the Body of Christ, we are called to be active participants, not 
just passive observers.     

Corner 
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