
A Catholic Community... 
Our Lady Queen of Peace  

& St. Thomas More 

Nativity of the Lord 

December 25, 2022 

Mass Times (as of 8/15/20) 
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 8:00 a.m. 

Saturday 4:30 p.m.    Sunday 11:00 a.m. 
Holy Days of Obligation: as printed in bulletin 

St. Thomas More 
2617 East Avenue - Rochester, NY 14610 

585-381-4200 - email: stm@dor.org 

Mass Times (as of 8/15/20) 
Monday & Wednesday: 7:00 a.m. 
Saturday 4:30 p.m.    Sunday 9:00 a.m. 
Holy Days of Obligation:  as printed in bulletin 

Our Lady Queen of Peace 
601 Edgewood Ave. Rochester, NY 14618 
585-244-3010 - email: rourlady@dor.org 

Available at both parishes: Available at OLQP

Handicap Access    Hearing Loop Access    Upon Request    Interpreter for the hearing impaired.
 Low Gluten Hosts  

Sacrament of Baptism 
Parents are to notify a parish office soon after they know they 
are expecting. A pre-baptismal program is required. 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (R.C.I.A.) 
Adults seeking full initiation, Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist, 
or those wishing to be in full communion with the Roman  
Catholic Church are asked to contact a parish office for more 
information. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturdays at 3:30 pm before evening Mass at both OLQP & 
STM.  Also, by appointment, please call the office to schedule. 

Sacrament of Matrimony 
Arrangements must be made at least six months, preferably a 
year, in advance of the desired date. A marriage preparation 
program is required. 

Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick 
This Sacrament is available for individuals upon request and 
communal celebrations are periodically scheduled. 

Ministry to the Sick 
Please call a parish office concerning the needs of the sick,  
hospitalized or shut-ins. Those unable to attend Mass may have 
Communion brought to them. 

Prayer Network 
For prayer support in time of need, call  
Gerri Foos at 944-4888 or gfprayer@gmail.com 

Business Office 
Mary Kase, Racheal Stepien. Lisa Reina 
585-450-2999

 Office Hours 
OLQP T & Th 8:00-11:00  
STM   M & W 8:00-11:00  

Other times - call first to be sure we’re here. 
www.olqpstm.com  

Confessions before 4:30 Mass or by 
appointment  



Living in the Spirit 
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Mission Statement 
The parishes of Our Lady Queen of Peace and St. Thomas More are Roman Catholic Communities that worship and live in faith.  

Nourished by the Sacraments, Scripture, and a diversity of individual gifts, we understand that our mission comes from Jesus Christ  
who calls us to teach, to preach, to serve those in need, and to be a presence of Christ in the world. 

Prayers Requested: 

Please pray for the individuals who have requested 
our prayers: Patrick Brennan, William J. Burns,  Beth 
Cain, Mary Jean Castellano, Roger   Ciccarelli,    

Mavis Coward, Gary Feldman, Carol Foxenburgh, Mary Helen 
Hiller, Ginger Ierardi, John King, Steven Kistner, Barbara   
Labroi, John Lewman, Lourdes May, Ryan Maciaszek, Cecile 
McDonald, Janice Milliman, Kelly Farrell Murphy, Dolly Nolan, 
Quinn Oliphant, Bob O’Neill, Ellen Pernaselli, Daniel  Ploppert, 
Marion Robinson, Rob Smith, Thelma Smith, Tom & Kathleen 
Sullivan, Barb Tindale, George Walsh, and Peppy Walsh.    

  We graciously welcome all new parishioners and visitors to our community.  To register please fill out a “request 
card” available at church entrances. Please drop it in the collection basket or at the office. A member of our pastoral 

staff will contact you to complete your registration. 

Mass Schedule 

Sanctuary Lamp Intention this at OLQP week is in 
Memory of: Francis Plozner 

Monday, December 26  ST. STEPHEN, THE FIRST MARTYR 

Acts 6:8-10;7:54-59  Ps 31:3cd-4,6-8b,16bc,17  Mt 10:17-22 

  OLQP 8:00 AM †Thomas Katherine, & Mary Hayden 
 

Tuesday, December 27  ST. JOHN, APOSTLE, EVANGELIST 

1 Jn 1:1-4  Ps 97:1-2,5-6,11-12  Jn 20:1a,2-8 

  STM   8:00 AM †Terry Dryer 
                                                                                          

Wednesday, December 28  THE HOLY INNOCENTS  

1 Jn 1:5--2:2  Ps 124:2-5,7b-8  Mt 2:13-18 

   OLQP  7:00 AM Intentions of Jimmy McCauley -  

                                  Linda McCauley 
               

Thursday, December 29  THE FIFTH DAY WITHIN THE  

                          OCTAVE OF THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD  

1 Jn 2:3-11  Ps 96:1-3,5-6  Lk 2:22-34  
  STM   8:00 AM †Rachel LeChase  
      

Friday, December 30  THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY, 
                                     AND JOSEPH 
Sir 3:2-6,12-14  Ps 128:1-5  Mt 2:13-15,19-23 
 STM    8:00 AM  People of the Parish 
 

Saturday, December 31  THE SEVENTH DAY WITHIN THE 
         OCTAVE OF THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 
1 Jn 2:18-21  Ps 96:1-2,11-13  Jn 1:1-18 
    OLQP  4:30PM †Marguerite Traugott - Judy Curtin 
   STM     4:30 PM †Diana Bergeson - Lorene Walter & family 
 

Sunday,  January 1 SOLEMNITY OF MARY, THE HOLY 
      MOTHER OF GOD 

Nm 6:22-27  Ps 67:2-3,5-6,8  Gal 4:4-7  Lk 2:16-21 

   OLQP  9:00 AM †Tom Robinson - Family 
   STM   11:00 AM †Carlo John Evangelisti - Barbara & Bob  
      VanderLinde 

Lector assignments for next weekend 12/31-1/1 
OLQP 4:30 - Christine Bochen  
         9:00 - Kathy Revekant 
STM   4:30 - MaryAgnes McAvoy 
         11:00 - Gaven Hurley 

 “Believe!” shout the holiday signs in Macy’s department 
stores at this time of year.  But believe in who or what?  We’re 
not told...though some suspect it is probably a belief in some   
generic good-time holiday magic. 

 
While our society loves to celebrate Christmas, too many 

among us have mentally consigned everything to do with the 
birth of Christ to the realm of myth.  They do not doubt the     
existence of an historical Jesus, an outstanding first century    
Jewish ethical teacher, but they eliminate the stories of his birth, 
the tales of his miracles, the narratives of his resurrection and the 
subsequent claims that he was indeed the very incarnation of  
divinity.  They hold, rather, that the mythic tales which began to 
accrete to Jesus through the ages are similar to the transformation 
over the past two centuries of Saint Nicholas, the 4th century  
bishop of Myra, who, in art, poetry and song, has been          
transformed from an extremely generous celibate cleric into an 
overweight jolly old man who lives with his wife, helper elves 
and pet reindeer in a northern compound, preparing throughout 
the year for a world-wide distribution of gifts. 
  
 Of course, once they have freed themselves from the 
“mythic Jesus,” they are at last free to buy-in or reject his     
teachings. Once he is seen as “just another man,” they are at last 
free to hoard as much as they want without guilt. They can use 
people and sex and things to their heart’s content.  They can lie 
and cheat and steal with impunity.  And then, they hope, they will 
be truly happy at last.  Unfortunately for them, academic studies 
conclude quite the opposite: that following the teachings of Jesus 
leads to greater happiness and self-worth not unhappiness.      
Unfortunately, we see this played out in American society today.  
As we drift away from a life based in religion, there is more and 
more anxiety, mental illness, division, anger, name-calling,     
violence and murder.  We have not become more free but much 
more prisoners of our own pathologies.  But there is a way back. 
  
 As we celebrate Christmas this year, it important for us 
to begin again to believe in miracles,  that there is a God, that this 
God is never apart from us, that this God has been active in    

human history, that this God “so loved the world that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have 
eternal life.” (Jn 3:16)   What we celebrate at Christmas, then, is 
God’s intervention in human history in an extraordinary way, in 
the virginal conception of Jesus in the womb of Mary, “for us and 
our salvation.”  Make no mistake: God could have accomplished 
this in other quite ordinary ways.  As Joseph Ratzinger (later 
Pope Benedict XVI) points out: “According to the faith of the 
Church, the Sonship of Jesus does not rest on the fact that Jesus 
had no human father; the  doctrine of Jesus’ divinity would not be 
                     continued on page 3 
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~ from  Fr. Hart 

 and the staff of  

OLQP/STM 

When you support the Catholic Ministries 
Appeal, you celebrate your faith in  

thanksgiving with thousands of other  
Catholics within the Diocese of  

Rochester, ensuring that our church  
provides richly for the faithful within our 
Diocese. In this difficult time we invite 

you to, prayerfully, consider making your contribution to 
CMA.   

Our parishes benefit from your donation.   
Visit https://www.dor.org/giving/catholic-

ministries-appeal/ for more information. 

STM 

Goal - $74,000.00 
$43.958.00 as of 12/12 

60.67% of goal  89 Donors 

OLQP 

Goal - $68,000.00 
$32,929.00 as of 12/12 

48.43% of goal  82 Donors 

OUTREACH UPDATE  
 
Thanks to all who participated in this 
year’s Mitten Tree collection.  Over 200 
presents were collected for 3 different 
agencies.  All were grateful that their 
community was included in this year’s 
giving.  
   
The recipients of the toys collected for Cameron  
Ministries received their presents at a Christmas party 
that was held on 12/18 – the first live Christmas party 
since the pandemic.  Cameron Ministries provides      
supportive programs for the children living in the 
Lyell/Otis neighborhood.   
 

Presents collected for Catholic Charities 
Family and Community Services were 
delivered to families who  are           
supported by the agency for needs due 
to developmental disabilities and mental 
health issues.  The presents we          
collected become the center of the   
family’s Christmas celebration.   

 
The presents collected for the patients at Rochester   
Psychiatric Center will be opened by the patients on 
Christmas morning. According to the staff at RPC,    
opening presents on Christmas is very special for these 
patients, many of whom were formerly homeless and 
have no local family members. 
 
 
Each of the presents you donated will bring a smile to 
someone you will   never meet.  As important as the    
actual present that you donated is the message that  
every recipient is a child of God that we remember on 
Christmas Day. 
    
In addition, members of the Social Outreach Committee 

attended a Christmas party  
at St. Michael’s church  
downtown and supplied food, 
music and cookies to the 
church community at the  
parish where Fr. Daniel Ruiz 
is now the pastor. 

continued from page 2 
affected if Jesus had been the product of a normal human       
marriage.  For the Sonship of which faith speaks is not         
a biological but an ontological fact, an event not in time    
but is God’s eternity; God is always  Father, Son and Spirit.”   
(Introduction to Christianity, p. 208).  In Christ Jesus, then, 
the Son has taken human flesh to himself to save us from 
ourselves, remaining completely God while becoming    
completely human. 
 
 Beyond the Christmas crèche and decorated trees, 
beyond our decked-out homes and churches, beyond the 
bounty of gifts to be unwrapped in record time on Christmas 
morn, stands forever the great mystery that we Christians 
have celebrated for two millennia: that “In many and various 
ways God spoke of old to our fathers by the prophets; but in 
these last days he has spoken to us by a Son....who became 
the source of eternal salvation to all who obey him.” (Heb 
1:1-2; 5:9).  This is indeed worth celebrating.   
 
   Merry Christmas! 
   Peace to all, 
            Fr. Hart  

https://www.dor.org/giving/catholic-ministries-appeal/
https://www.dor.org/giving/catholic-ministries-appeal/
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 Monday  
December 26 

Tuesday  
December 27 

Wednesday 
December 28 

Thursday  
December 29 

Friday 
December 30 

Saturday  
December 31 

Sunday  
January 1 

 
AT  

OLQP 

(Observed) 
Holiday 
Office Closed 

      

 
AT  

STM 

Observed) 
Holiday 
Office Closed 

      

WEEKLY CALENDAR 

Holiday Mass Information 
 

Mass will be at OLQP at 8:00 on both  

Monday holidays 

December 26th 

January 2nd 

Enjoy an unscheduled week!! 

 
 

 
First Eucharist Prep sessions will be starting in 
March.  Your child must have received 1st 
Reconciliation before receiving 1st  
Eucharist.  If your child participated in First   
Reconciliation preparation this past fall, I will    

presume you are continuing in First Eucharist preparation 
unless you have told me differently.  
                                                                                                                                   

Contact Jennifer Abdalla at jennifer.abdalla@dor.org 
 

1st Eucharist Camps will be held on  
April 15th & April 22nd 

    
First Eucharist is scheduled to be celebrated on 

May 7, 2023 

1st Eucharist Preparation Jennifer Abdalla is looking for a 7th 
grade teacher to fill in on 2 Sunday 
nights a month from 6:00-8:00.  This 
would be for the months of February, 
March & April.  If you feel called to help 

out in this important ministry, please contact her at 
244-3010 or jennifer.abdalla@dor.org 
 
 
Mark your calendar now: High School Youth 
Group begins January 2023 
If you’re looking for a place to belong, where you can 
really be yourself, explore and deepen your faith, ask 
the BIG life questions, and be a part of a community of 
friendship, faith, and fun, we hope you’ll try coming to 
youth group. Friends are always welcome (they don’t 
have to be Catholic). And you can talk about what’s  
important to you with people who really want to listen 
and get to know you. No matter where you’re at with 
God or how cool you are at school, youth group is for 
you! Beginning January 29, 2023.  
Second year Confirmation students (9th Grade) are  
welcome to join us on their ‘off weeks.’ 
Youth Group Meetings: Jan 29, Feb 12, 19, March 5, 19, 
April 2,23, May 7,21 
Questions? Call our youth & young adult minister Nora 
at her office at OLQP at 585-244-3010 x106 or email her 
at  nora.bradbury@dor.org 

The Tuesday morning knitting/crochet 
group has been hard at work since      
September and have provided many, 
many warm hats, gloves, mitten, scarves, 
and blankets for those less fortunate in 
our area.  They have been so hard at work that they are 
running out of yarn and really depend on donations from 
our parish family.  If you have extra yarn around or wish to 
purchase some please drop it at the office at OLQP.  

Altar flower sign-ups can be found at the 
church entrances if you want to provide 
the altar flowers at either church for       
January through June.  The flowers you 
provide in memory of or in honor of a loved 

one would need to be delivered  to church on      
Saturday afternoons for the weekend liturgies. 

 
 

Winter Jazz Picnic 
Friday, January 6th, 2023 

6:30-8:30pm 
OLQP Slattery Hall  

 
Relax and experience Christmas and secular jazz tunes 
performed by outstanding local musicians. Donations 
accepted at the door for the musicians.  
 
Mark Kellogg, trombone 
Bob Sneider, guitar 
Christopher Azzara, piano 
Jeff Campbell, bass 
Eric Schmitz, drums 
 
Feel free to bring a picnic dinner and enjoy some  
music, some sweets, soft drinks, and community. 
Come and bring a friend! All are welcome! 

mailto:nora.bradbury@dor.org
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Sacrificial Giving for the weekend of 12/10-11 
Fiscal Year: July 1, 2022—June 30, 2023 

Thank you for sharing your gift of treasure. May the Lord bless you for your generosity. 

You can go to our website at olqpstm.com to donate online.  Click on Connect Now.  Please     

contact Mary Kase 450-2999 if you have any questions.  Please contact Mary Kase by phone or 
email at  mary.kase @dor.org  BEFORE considering making a stock transfer  to donate to your 

OLQP - (Regular collections include ~ Sunday Offerings, 

Holy Days, Christmas & Easter) 

Last Week’s Sunday Mass Collection…………. . $6,991.60 

Weekend Attendance .............................................................................. 205 

STM - (Regular collections include ~ Sunday Offerings,

Holy Days, Christmas & Easter) 

Last Week’s Sunday Mass Collection………… .... $9,340.00 

Weekend Attendance ................................................................................ 258 

   Catholic Schools in Area: 

Seton Catholic School 
Grades Pre-K-6 
Mary Kate Koecheler, Principal 
473-6604 

St. Louis School 
Grades Pre-K-5 
Mrs. Eileen Schenk, Principal  
586-5200 

Staff 
Rev. Joseph A. Hart  Pastor 
hart@dor.org 

Rev. Dan Condon Assisting Priest 
fr.dan.condon@dor.org 

Deacon Art Cuestas  arthur.cuestas@dor.org 

Nora Bradbury-Haehl 
Pastoral Assoc./Youth & Young Adult Ministry 
nora.bradbury@dor.org 

Jennifer Abdalla 
Director of Faith Formation/Pastoral Minister 
jennifer.abdalla@dor.org 

Dawn Savacool  Administrative Asst. for FF 
dawn.savacool@dor.org 

Meghan Kellogg  Music Director/OLQP 
meghan.kellogg@dor.org 

Connor Doran  Music Director/STM 
cdoranmusic95@gmail.com 

Mary Ann Obark  RCIA Coordinator 
maryann.obark@dor.org 

Robin Levy  Administrative Assistant 
robin.levy@dor.org 

Mary Kase  Regional Finance Director 
mary.kase@dor.org 

God made us to be in relationship with Him.  He loves each of us    
individually.  Through sin, our relationship with God was broken.  He 

gave us Jesus to restore our relationship.  Being a disciple of Jesus we are   
given the model to obtain eternal life in Heaven.  Christmas isn’t about the    
material gifts we receive, it’s about the love that God, Our Father, gave us by 
giving us His Son, Jesus – the best gift we could ever receive.  

“And the Word became flesh and made his dwelling among 
us…”        John 1:14 

Corner 




