
A Catholic Community... 
Our Lady Queen of Peace     

& St. Thomas More 

Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God 

January 1, 2023 

Mass Times (as of 8/15/20) 
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 8:00 a.m. 

Saturday 4:30 p.m.    Sunday 11:00 a.m. 
Holy Days of Obligation: as printed in bulletin 

St. Thomas More 
2617 East Avenue - Rochester, NY 14610 

585-381-4200 - email: stm@dor.org 

Mass Times (as of 8/15/20) 
Monday & Wednesday: 7:00 a.m. 
Saturday 4:30 p.m.    Sunday 9:00 a.m. 
Holy Days of Obligation:  as printed in bulletin 

Our Lady Queen of Peace 
601 Edgewood Ave. Rochester, NY 14618 
585-244-3010 - email: rourlady@dor.org 

            Available at both parishes:   Available at OLQP
  
  
 

  
Handicap Access      Hearing Loop Access       Upon Request               Interpreter for the hearing impaired.
    Low Gluten Hosts                                   

Sacrament of Baptism 
Parents are to notify a parish office soon after they know they 
are expecting. A pre-baptismal program is required. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (R.C.I.A.) 
Adults seeking full initiation, Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist, 
or those wishing to be in full communion with the Roman  
Catholic Church are asked to contact a parish office for more 
information. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturdays at 3:30 pm before evening Mass at both OLQP & 
STM.  Also, by appointment, please call the office to schedule. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony 
Arrangements must be made at least six months, preferably a 
year, in advance of the desired date. A marriage preparation 
program is required. 
 

Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick 
This Sacrament is available for individuals upon request and  
communal celebrations are periodically scheduled. 
 

Ministry to the Sick 
Please call a parish office concerning the needs of the sick,  
hospitalized or shut-ins. Those unable to attend Mass may have 
Communion brought to them. 
 

Prayer Network 
For prayer support in time of need, call  
Gerri Foos at 944-4888 or gfprayer@gmail.com 
 

Business Office 
Mary Kase, Racheal Stepien. Lisa Reina 
585-450-2999 

 Office Hours 
OLQP T & Th 8:00-11:00  
STM   M & W 8:00-11:00  

 
Other times - call first to be sure we’re here. 

www.olqpstm.com  
Confessions before 4:30 Mass or by 

appointment  



Living in the Spirit 
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Mission Statement 
The parishes of Our Lady Queen of Peace and St. Thomas More are Roman Catholic Communities that worship and live in faith.  

Nourished by the Sacraments, Scripture, and a diversity of individual gifts, we understand that our mission comes from Jesus Christ  
who calls us to teach, to preach, to serve those in need, and to be a presence of Christ in the world. 

Prayers Requested: 

Please pray for the individuals who have requested 
our prayers:  Patrick Brennan, William J. Burns,  
Beth Cain, Mary Jean Castellano, Roger   Ciccarelli,    

Mavis Coward, Gary Feldman, Carol Foxenburgh, Mary Helen 
Hiller, Ginger Ierardi, John King, Steven Kistner, Barbara   
Labroi, John Lewman, Lourdes May, Ryan Maciaszek, Cecile 
McDonald, Janice Milliman, Kelly Farrell Murphy, Dolly Nolan, 
Quinn Oliphant, Bob O’Neill, Ellen Pernaselli, Daniel  Ploppert, 
Marion Robinson, Rob Smith, Thelma Smith, Tom & Kathleen 
Sullivan, Barb Tindale, George Walsh, and Peppy Walsh.    

  We graciously welcome all new parishioners and visitors to our community.  To register please fill out a “request 
card” available at church entrances. Please drop it in the collection basket or at the office. A member of our pastoral 

staff will contact you to complete your registration. 

Mass Schedule 

Sanctuary Lamp Intentions this week are in Memory of: 
     STM Mary Catherine Mahar  

 OLQP Mimi Whitbeck 

Monday, January 2  Sts. Basil the Great and Gregory   

   Nazianzen, bishops, doctors of the church 

1 Jn 2:22-28  Ps 98:1-4  Jn 1:19-28 

  OLQP 8:00 AM †James Hart 
 

Tuesday, January 3   The Most Holy Name of Jesus 

1 Jn 2:29--3:6  Ps 98:1,3c-4,5-6  Jn 1 29-34 

  STM   8:00 AM People of the Parish  
                                                                                          

Wednesday, January 4  St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, religious  

1 Jn 3:7-10  Ps 98:1,7-9  Jn 1:35-42 

   OLQP  7:00 AM †Fr. Bill Barrett - Judy Curtin 
               

Thursday, January 5  St. John Neumann, bishop 

1 Jn 3:3-11-21  Ps 100:1b-5  Jn 1:43-51  
  STM   8:00 AM †Rachel LeChase 
      

Friday, January 6  St. Andre Bessette, religious 
1 Jn 5:5-13  Ps 147:12-15,19-20  Mk 1:7-11 
 STM    8:00 AM †Terry Dryer 
 

Saturday, January 7  St. Raymond of Penyafort, priest 
1 Jn 5:14-21  Ps 149:1-6a,9b  Jn 2:1-11 
    OLQP  4:30PM †Elton Critchlow - Jane & Gary Barndt 
   STM     4:30 PM †Michael & Carol Diodato - Sherylanne Diodato 
 

Sunday,  January 8  THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 

Is 60:1-6  Ps 72:1-2,7-8,10-13  Eph 3:2-3a,5-6  Mt 2:1-12 

   OLQP  9:00 AM †John F. Bloemendaal - Nick & Marilyn Graver 
   STM   11:00 AM  John & Claire Finnegan for 65th Wedding  
                   Anniversary - Jane Lustyk  

 
 
 
 It has always seemed odd to me that that the fierce young 
woman in the Scriptures who declares, “he has scattered the proud in 
their conceit.  He has cast down the mighty from their thrones and 
has lifted up the lowly,” is one that we more frequently portray as 
meek and mild.  Many of our songs and  much  of our art depicts 
Mary of  Nazareth, not as courageous and strong as her words above 
might indicate, but as humble with lowered eyes and submissive 
posture. The pregnant teenager who flees to her cousin in the hill 
country, even describes herself as lowly, the ‘handmaid of the Lord.’ 
Today’s lectionary tells us she “kept all these things, reflecting on 
them in her heart,” quiet, obedient.  
 We owe today’s Solemnity, Mary Mother of God, to the 
Council of Ephesus in 431 which officially recognized Mary as  
Theotokos, a Greek word which means God-bearer, and highlights 
Mary’s role in the Incarnation of Jesus, fully God and fully human. 
The doctrine is rooted in Galatians 4:4 “God sent his Son, born of a 
woman.”  
 I’ve often struggled with the depiction of Mary as meek 
and mild.  I have always been the opposite.  Especially as a little 
girl, when a boy in my third-grade class called me the worst thing he 
could think of, “Bossy!” I was pretty sure there was something 
wrong with me. That wasn’t how girls were supposed to be in 1976.  
How could I be like the gentle, quiet, woman of the statues and 
songs?  I despaired. So imagine my relief when as a young adult I 
discovered Mary of the Magnificat, and Our Lady of Guadalupe 
who stands with the poor and indigenous, the refuge of people on 
the margins.  I’d  finally discovered a Mary I felt I could emulate.  
 As I’ve gotten older, though I’ve realized that I probably 
need both depictions of Mary. Perhaps all of us do. We need the 
Mary who was so close to God that she could hear God’s voice in 
the angel’s visit and do God’s will, quiet and obedient.  But we also 
need Mary so brave that she could say yes to all that was ahead; she 
could proclaim the words, “he has scattered the proud in their      
conceit…He has filled the hungry with good things.” 
 “If you want peace, work for justice.” Pope Paul VI said.  
In 1967 he called for January 1st to be a World Day of Peace. He  
wanted the church to play a greater role in the global pursuit of 
peace.  In gospel terms, justice means that everyone has enough.  So 
peace, true peace, comes from doing the work of justice. We must 
be fierce in the face of inequality, embracing God’s call to lift up the 
lowly. But we also need to have the peacemaker within us,          
reflecting, thoughtful, having the capacity to notice what is         
happening around us.  In today’s gospel what Mary “reflected on in 
her heart” was the message of the angels, “good news of great joy 
that will be for all the people, today in the city of David a Savior has 
been born for you who is Messiah and Lord.” This message, this 
incredible world-changing news, was delivered to Mary and Joseph 
by the shepherds, the poorest of the poor. 
 As we head into a new year, many of us still bruised and 
battered from all we’ve encountered in this past year yet knowing 
that the world desperately needs us to do the work of justice, Mary 
could be our model.  We can imitate Mary the fierce young woman 
crying out for a more just world, who is also, the God-bearer, full of 
grace.                                                                continued on page 3 

Holiday Mass Information 
 

Mass will be at OLQP at 8:00 on the 

January 2nd Monday holiday 
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When you support the Catholic Ministries 
Appeal, you celebrate your faith in  

thanksgiving with thousands of other  
Catholics within the Diocese of  

Rochester, ensuring that our church  
provides richly for the faithful within our 
Diocese. In this difficult time we invite 

you to, prayerfully, consider making your contribution to 
CMA.   

Our parishes benefit from your donation.   
Visit https://www.dor.org/giving/catholic-

ministries-appeal/ for more information. 

STM 

Goal - $74,000.00 
$47.243.00 as of 12/19 

63.84% of goal  93 Donors 

OLQP 

Goal - $68,000.00 
$34,229.00 as of 12/19 

50.34% of goal  84 Donors 

Jennifer Abdalla is looking for a 7th 
grade teacher to fill in on 2 Sunday 
nights a month from 6:00-8:00.  This 
would be for the months of February, 
March & April.  If you feel called to help 

out in this important ministry, please contact her at 
244-3010 or jennifer.abdalla@dor.org 
 
 
Mark your calendar now: High School Youth 
Group begins January 2023 
If you’re looking for a place to belong, where you can 
really be yourself, explore and deepen your faith, ask 
the BIG life questions, and be a part of a community of 
friendship, faith, and fun, we hope you’ll try coming to 
youth group. Friends are always welcome (they don’t 
have to be Catholic). And you can talk about what’s  
important to you with people who really want to listen 
and get to know you. No matter where you’re at with 
God or how cool you are at school, youth group is for 
you! Beginning January 29, 2023.  
Second year Confirmation students (9th Grade) are  
welcome to join us on their ‘off weeks.’ 
Youth Group Meetings: Jan 29, Feb 12, 19, March 5, 19, 
April 2,23, May 7,21 
Questions? Call our youth & young adult minister Nora 
at her office at OLQP at 585-244-3010 x106 or email her 
at  nora.bradbury@dor.org 

January 1st of World  Day of Peace 

Pope Francis’ Prayer for Peace 

Lord God of peace, hear our prayer! 

We have tried so many times and over so many 
years to resolve our conflicts by our own powers 

and by the force of our arms. How many moments 
of hostility and darkness have we experienced; how 

much blood has been shed; how many lives have 
been shattered; how many hopes have been buried… 

But our efforts have been in vain. 

Now, Lord, come to our aid! Grant us peace, teach 
us peace; guide our steps in the way of peace. Open 
our eyes and our hearts, and give us the courage to 

say: "Never again war!"; "With war everything is lost". 
Instill in our hearts the courage to take concrete 

steps to achieve peace. 

Lord, God of Abraham, God of the Prophets, God of 
Love, you created us and you call us to live as   

brothers and sisters. Give us the strength daily to be 
instruments of peace; enable us to see everyone 

who crosses our path as our brother or sister. Make 
us sensitive to the plea of our citizens who entreat 
us to turn our weapons of war into implements of 
peace, our trepidation into confident trust, and our 

quarreling into forgiveness. 

Keep alive within us the flame of hope, so that with 
patience and perseverance we may opt for dialogue 
and reconciliation. In this way may peace triumph at 
last, and may the words "division", "hatred" and "war" 
be banished from the heart of every man and wom-
an. Lord, defuse the violence of our tongues and our 

hands. Renew our hearts and minds, so that the 
word which always brings us together will be 

"brother", and our way of life will always be that of: 
Shalom, Peace, Salaam! 

Amen. 

continued from page 2 
 This poem “The Work of Christmas” from Howard 
Thurman, an African American theologian is a good place to 
start: 
 

When the song of the angels is stilled, 
when the star in the sky is gone, 
when the kings and princes are home, 
when the shepherds are back with their flocks, 
the work of Christmas begins: 
to find the lost,  
to heal the broken, 
to feed the hungry, 
to release the prisoner, 
to rebuild the nations, 
to bring peace among the people, 
to make music in the heart. 
     
    Peace and God Bless, 
     Nora 

https://www.dor.org/giving/catholic-ministries-appeal/
https://www.dor.org/giving/catholic-ministries-appeal/
mailto:nora.bradbury@dor.org
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 Monday  
January 2 

Tuesday  
January 3 

Wednesday 
January 4 

Thursday  
January 5 

Friday 
January 6 

Saturday  
January 7 

Sunday  
January 8 

 
AT  

OLQP 

Holiday  
Office Closed 

Knit/Crochet 
Group 
9:00-11:00am 
 
FF K-1 Zoom 6:00pm 

  Soup “Saturday”  Choir Rehearsal 
10:15am 
 
FF Grade 6 Zoom 3:00pm 
 
FF Grade 7 Zoom 4:00pm 
 
FF Grade 6-12 Class 
6:00-8:00pm 

 
AT  

STM 

Holiday  
Office Closed 

     Lay Dominicans 
2:00-5:00pm 

WEEKLY CALENDAR 

Welcome! … to our new parishioner:  

Stephen & Eileen D’Arienzo 
Thomas Arcati 

 

We are pleased to have you join our faith community! 

Lector assignments for next weekend 1/7-8 
OLQP 4:30 - Helen Moore  
         9:00 - Mary Ann Obark 
STM   4:30 - Dennis Regan 
         11:00 - Barbara Mattingly 
 
Nursing Homes for next weekend 
Highlands:  Larry Dalzell 
Friendly Home:  John Marszalek, Brendan McCarthy, 
Bill Shelly, Dr. Joseph Byrne and Martha McEvoy-Bryne 

Outreach Update - St. Michael’s Christmas Party 
 

On Sunday afternoon, December 18, 2022, a group of parishioners from OLQP/STM Outreach gathered with families 
of the Frances Cabrini Parish at St. Michael’s Church to celebrate the Christmas season.  We loaded our cars with 
snacks, drinks, homemade Christmas cookies, games and prizes, scarves, mittens and hats from 
our knitting and Youth Group and even Santa himself and headed over to Clinton Avenue for the 
party.  What  happened next was nothing short of pure joy as we watched the faces of children as 
they entered the church hall for an unexpected Christmas party, complete with music, games,  
prizes, and all kinds of Christmas treats.  There was clapping and cheers when Santa came into the 
room to visit with all the kids and distribute presents.  We spent the afternoon helping the kids 
play games and visiting with the families and parish volunteers.  It was truly a celebration of    
Jesus’ birth, bringing together members of two communities with cultural differences yet bonded 
by our common Catholic faith and commitment to spreading the Good News. 
This celebration was suggested to us by Fr. Daniel Ruiz early in November when we met with him 
to explore ways to support the work that he is doing in the northeastern quadrant of the City of 
Rochester.  This was the successful first of what we plan to be ongoing collaborations with the ministries of Cabrini 
and Rochester Hope.  We’ll be planning an information meeting with Fr. Ruiz later this spring.  Watch the bulletin for 
details. 
 
Note – if you’ve never been in St. Michael’s Church, you’re missing a Rochester treasure.                                                             
From their website: “More than one hundred twenty-five years after its construction, the grace and elegance of the    
current St. Michael’s church still towers over the 7th Ward. The complex is the sole remaining example of an entirely 
19th Century religious campus in Rochester.” 

 SOUP SATURDAY (on Friday) 
January 6th 

Please bring in your baked goods to OLQP 
next week for Soup “Saturday.”  We will 
be collecting  monetary donations this 
weekend and next for the vegetables and 
meat needed to make the soup.  Your generosity for 
this outreach is greatly appreciated by all of those 
who will benefit from a good meal during these   
winter months.  Thanks to all who donate their time 
and treasure for this worthy project. 
We are still looking for people who would be         
interested in this important ministry to provide    
sustenance to the less fortunate people in our   
community during the cold winter months. 
Please contact Gail Kindlon if you are interested.  
You can call her at 309-6050 or call the office. 
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Sacrificial Giving as of  December 19 for weekend of 12/18-19 
Fiscal Year: July 1, 2022—June 30, 2023 

Thank you for sharing your gift of treasure. May the Lord bless you for your generosity. 

OLQP - (Regular collections include ~ Sunday Offerings,  

Holy Days, Christmas & Easter) 
 

12/18-19 Sunday Mass Collection…………...... $6,406.67 

Weekend (12/18-19) Attendance ................................................ 200 

STM - (Regular collections include ~ Sunday Offerings,  

Holy Days, Christmas & Easter) 
 

12/18-19 Sunday Mass Collection………… ......... $5,845.00 

Weekend (12/18-19) Attendance ......................................................297 

   Catholic Schools in Area:   
 

Seton Catholic School 
Grades Pre-K-6 
Mary Kate Koecheler, Principal 
473-6604  
 

 

St. Louis School 
Grades Pre-K-5 
Mrs. Eileen Schenk, Principal    
586-5200 

Staff 
 

Rev. Joseph A. Hart  Pastor      
hart@dor.org 
 

Rev. Dan Condon Assisting Priest 
fr.dan.condon@dor.org 
 

Deacon Art Cuestas  arthur.cuestas@dor.org  
 
Nora Bradbury-Haehl 
Pastoral Assoc./Youth & Young Adult Ministry 
nora.bradbury@dor.org 
 

Jennifer Abdalla 
Director of Faith Formation/Pastoral Minister 
jennifer.abdalla@dor.org 
 

Dawn Savacool  Administrative Asst. for FF 
dawn.savacool@dor.org 
 

Meghan Kellogg  Music Director/OLQP 
meghan.kellogg@dor.org 
 

Connor Doran  Music Director/STM 
cdoranmusic95@gmail.com 
 
Mary Ann Obark  RCIA Coordinator 
maryann.obark@dor.org 
 

Robin Levy  Administrative Assistant  
robin.levy@dor.org 
 

Mary Kase  Regional Finance Director 
mary.kase@dor.org 
 

Please go to our website at olqpstm.com to donate online.  Click on Connect Now.  Please  contact 

Mary Kase 450-2999 if you have any questions.  Please contact Mary Kase by phone or email at  
mary.kase @dor.org  BEFORE considering making a stock transfer  to donate to your parish..  

After Jesus, we look to Mary as an ideal steward.  Her entire life was 
lived in obedience to God’s call.  She heard God’s message, and    

immediately said “yes.”  Mary teaches us to live with joy and gratitude for the 
many blessings God has given us.  Just as the moon reflects the light of the sun, 
Mary reflects the light of Christ.  Like Mary, we are called to reflect Christ’s 
light to the world. We do this through lives of gratitude and generosity.  

“And Mary kept all these things, reflecting on them in her heart.” 
                                                                                                 LUKE 2:19 

Corner 


