
A Catholic Community... 
Our Lady Queen of Peace     

& St. Thomas More 

The Epiphany of the Lord 

January 8, 2023 

Mass Times (as of 8/15/20) 
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 8:00 a.m. 

Saturday 4:30 p.m.    Sunday 11:00 a.m. 
Holy Days of Obligation: as printed in bulletin 

St. Thomas More 
2617 East Avenue - Rochester, NY 14610 

585-381-4200 - email: stm@dor.org 

Mass Times (as of 8/15/20) 
Monday & Wednesday: 7:00 a.m. 
Saturday 4:30 p.m.    Sunday 9:00 a.m. 
Holy Days of Obligation:  as printed in bulletin 

Our Lady Queen of Peace 
601 Edgewood Ave. Rochester, NY 14618 
585-244-3010 - email: rourlady@dor.org 

            Available at both parishes:   Available at OLQP
  
  
 

  
Handicap Access      Hearing Loop Access       Upon Request               Interpreter for the hearing impaired.
    Low Gluten Hosts                                   

Sacrament of Baptism 
Parents are to notify a parish office soon after they know they 
are expecting. A pre-baptismal program is required. 
 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (R.C.I.A.) 
Adults seeking full initiation, Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist, 
or those wishing to be in full communion with the Roman  
Catholic Church are asked to contact a parish office for more 
information. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturdays at 3:30 pm before evening Mass at both OLQP & 
STM.  Also, by appointment, please call the office to schedule. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony 
Arrangements must be made at least six months, preferably a 
year, in advance of the desired date. A marriage preparation 
program is required. 
 

Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick 
This Sacrament is available for individuals upon request and  
communal celebrations are periodically scheduled. 
 

Ministry to the Sick 
Please call a parish office concerning the needs of the sick,  
hospitalized or shut-ins. Those unable to attend Mass may have 
Communion brought to them. 
 

Prayer Network 
For prayer support in time of need, call  
Gerri Foos at 944-4888 or gfprayer@gmail.com 
 

Business Office 
Mary Kase, Racheal Stepien. Lisa Reina 
585-450-2999 

 Office Hours 
OLQP T & Th 8:00-11:00  
STM   M & W 8:00-11:00  

 
Other times - call first to be sure we’re here. 

www.olqpstm.com  
Confessions before 4:30 Mass or by 

appointment  



Living in the Spirit 
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Mission Statement 
The parishes of Our Lady Queen of Peace and St. Thomas More are Roman Catholic Communities that worship and live in faith.  

Nourished by the Sacraments, Scripture, and a diversity of individual gifts, we understand that our mission comes from Jesus Christ  
who calls us to teach, to preach, to serve those in need, and to be a presence of Christ in the world. 

Prayers Requested: 

Please pray for the individuals who have requested 
our prayers:  Lynell Ashford, Patrick Brennan,     
William J. Burns,  Beth Cain, Mary Jean Castellano, 

Roger Ciccarelli,  Mavis Coward, Gary Feldman, Carol         
Foxenburgh, Mary Helen Hiller, Ginger Ierardi, John King,  
Steven Kistner, Barbara   Labroi, John Lewman, Lourdes May, 
Ryan Maciaszek, Cecile McDonald, Janice Milliman, Kelly 
Farrell Murphy, Dolly Nolan, Quinn Oliphant, Bob O’Neill, Ellen 
Pernaselli, Daniel  Ploppert, Marion Robinson, Rob Smith, 
Thelma Smith, Tom & Kathleen Sullivan, George Walsh, and 
Peppy Walsh.    

  We graciously welcome all new parishioners and visitors to our community.  To register please fill out a “request 
card” available at church entrances. Please drop it in the collection basket or at the office. A member of our pastoral 

staff will contact you to complete your registration. 

Mass Schedule 

Sanctuary Lamp Intention at OLQP this week is in 
Memory of: Mimi Whitbeck 

Monday, January 9  THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 

Is 42:1-4,6-7  Ps 29:1-2,3-4,9-10  Mt 3:13-17 

  OLQP 7:00 AM †Mary, Kathyrn, & Helen Dempsey 
 

Tuesday, January 10  

Heb 2:5-12  Ps 8:2ab,5-9  Mk 1:21-28 

  STM   8:00 AM People of the Parish  

             10:30  Friendly Home Mass 
                                                                                          

Wednesday, January 11  

Heb 2:14-18  Ps 105:1-4,6-9  Mk 1:29-30 

   OLQP  7:00 AM †Natalie Doran - Sharon & David Griffiths 
               

Thursday, January 12 

Heb 3:7-14  Ps 95:6-7c,8-11  Mk 1:40-45  
  STM   8:00 AM †Rachel LeChase 
      

Friday, January 13  St. Hilary, bishop, doctor of the church 
Heb 4:1-5,11  Ps 78:3,4bc,6c-8  Mk 2:1-12 
 STM    8:00 AM †Terry Dryer 
 

Saturday, January 14 
Heb 4:12-16  Ps 19:8-10,15  Mk 2:13-17 
    OLQP  4:30PM †Richard Ryan - Olive & Tom Striffolino 
   STM     4:30 PM †Bob Bradley - Bill & Kathy Shelly 
 

Sunday,  January 15 SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Is 49:3,5-6  Ps 40:2,4,7-10  1 Cor 1:1-3  Jn 1:29-34 

   OLQP  9:00 AM †Paul Kusak - Knit & Crochet Group 
   STM   11:00 AM †John Foley - Carolyn Bailey  

 Many today decry the invention of the cell phone        
because it puts into the hands of our young people the ability to 
communicate with conspiracy theorists, pornographers,           
purveyors of false information and the like.  Of course, with    
every advance in civilization there are always unintended        
consequences.  For example, controversy even followed the     
invention of the alphabet.  Unlike the Egyptian hieroglyphs 
which employed over a thousand symbols, some unknown       
Sumerian genius about 1,500 BC invented a system of writing 
which used only 22 symbolic characters to represent all the    
consonantal sounds in a spoken language. 
 Sumer was earth’s very first human civilization.  It 
emerged about 10,000 years ago between the Tigris and          
Euphrates rivers, occupying the territory that is now Iraq and  
Syria.  The land was so fertile that the Sumerians invented    
farming, the plow, the city, the temple, the wheeled chariot, the 
star map and the domestication of animals.  Through wars       
and displacement, many different peoples inhabited this much 
sought-after ”fertile crescent” but, when the alphabet was        
invented about 1,500 BC, it was at that time a northern Semitic              
civilization, inhabited chiefly by formerly nomadic peoples who 
had left the desert to farm. 
 This newly invented Sumerian form of writing contained 
only symbolic characters for the consonants and was read left to 
right--exactly like Hebrew, the language of the southern Semitic 
people.  These Semites quickly made use of this new alphabet to 
write down their oral traditions to better pass down their religious 
teachings, laws, history and traditions in what eventually became 
the Bible. 
 About the year 1,000 BC, the emerging Greek            
civilization borrowed the Sumerian alphabet from the            
Phoenicians but made some important changes.  The Greeks   
added 5 vowel characters to the consonants to make reading   
easier; they eliminated some characters not needed in a            
non-Semitic language; and, eventually, began reading the text 
from left to right.  The Etruscans in Italy borrowed this Greek 
alphabet about 700 BC and passed it on to the Romans who, in   
conquering the Mediterranean world, spread the “Roman”      
alphabet everywhere the empire went. 
 We cannot imagine our lives without the alphabet or 
reading and writing.  It’s the very means by which our teenagers 
text each other under the table, the reason we can gather news 
from newspapers, the incentive to relax with a great novel, the 
means by which we can learn so much from textbooks.  It is    
precisely because we have a written language that we can pass 
down our history to a future generation. 
 As we see the alphabet, once invented, being adopted by 
one civilization after another in rapid succession, we can easily 
forget  the  controversy it  sometimes  caused.  For  example,  the 
                    continued on page 3  

Welcome! … to our new parishioner:  

John & Mary McAlpin 
 

We are pleased to have you join our faith community! 

Christmas Donation totals as of 12/30 are as follows: 

St. Thomas More  $10,058.00 

Our Lady Queen of Peace  $6,421.00 



Page Three Parish Community of Our Lady Queen of Peace/St. Thomas More, Rochester, New York 

When you support the Catholic Ministries 
Appeal, you celebrate your faith in  

thanksgiving with thousands of other  
Catholics within the Diocese of  

Rochester, ensuring that our church  
provides richly for the faithful within our 
Diocese. In this difficult time we invite 

you to, prayerfully, consider making your contribution to 
CMA.   

Our parishes benefit from your donation.   
Visit https://www.dor.org/giving/catholic-

ministries-appeal/ for more information. 

STM 

Goal - $74,000.00 
$67,353.00 as of 1/2 

91.02% of goal  109 Donors 

OLQP 

Goal - $68,000.00 
$48,739.00 as of 1/2 

71.68% of goal  109 Donors 

Mark your calendar now: High 
School Youth Group begins January 
2023 
If you’re looking for a place to belong, 
where you can really be yourself,      

explore and deepen your faith, ask the BIG life        
questions, and be a part of a community of friendship, 
faith, and fun, we hope you’ll try coming to youth 
group. Friends are always welcome (they don’t have to 
be Catholic). And you can talk about what’s  important 
to you with people who really want to listen and get to 
know you. No matter where you’re at with God or how 
cool you are at school, youth group is for you!          
Beginning January 29, 2023.  
Second year Confirmation students (9th Grade) are  
welcome to join us on their ‘off weeks.’ 
Youth Group Meetings: Jan 29, Feb 12, 19, March 5, 19, 
April 2,23, May 7,21 
Questions? Call our youth & young adult minister Nora 
at her office at OLQP at 585-244-3010 x106 or email her 
at  nora.bradbury@dor.org 

TEACHABLE MOMENT! 
Doing the Right Thing: The Magi were sent to find 
the infant Jesus by a powerful and corrupt leader 
named King Herod. They were to let King Herod 
know the exact location of the baby Herod had 
been told was born the King of the Jews. After a 
warning appeared to them in a dream, the Magi, or 
Wise Men, decided not to return to Herod but to 
leave Bethlehem, instead, by a different route.  
For them, it was a matter of protecting the infant  
Jesus and his parents: Mary and Joseph.  
Returning to Herod would likely have been far 
more beneficial to the Magi, personally, but  
instead of acting selfishly, they acted to protect 
Jesus. As we celebrate Epiphany, it's a great time 
to talk about doing the right thing, even when we 
might not benefit from it personally or even suffer 
for it. 
Gerard David, CC0, via Wikimedia Commons Public 
Domain 

continued from page 2 
great Greek philosopher Socrates never wrote a word.  
Rather, his classic dialogues were memorized by his   
pupil Plato and committed to writing at a later time      
because Socrates was absolutely opposed to the written 
word; it made our minds lazy, he argued.  In one of his 
dialogues a character asserts that the written word “will 
introduce forgetfulness into the soul of those who learn it; 
they will not practice using their memory because they 
will put their trust in writing, which is external and     
depends on signs that belong to others, instead of trying 
to remember from the inside, completely on their own.” 
 All this reminds us that the civilizations of this 
world are constantly evolving.  The role of the Christian 
in the world is not to stand and condemn this or that new 
practice or invention but, finding ways to minimize its 
dangers, see how it can be used for God’s glory.  We see 
how rapidly Christianity spread in the first century     
because of the common languages and common alphabet.  
How lost we would be without the written Gospels and 
the letters of St. Paul!   In the same way, guided by the 
Holy Spirit, we can use the developments of our own age 
to advance human dignity, to lift up those who have no 
hope, to discover new ways to preach the Gospel of 
God’s never-ending love. 
                 Peace to all 
            Fr. Hart 

Don’t throw this bulletin away! Once you’ve read the 
bulletin, consider giving it to a friend or acquaintance, 
along with an invitation to attend Mass at either St. 
Thomas More or Our Lady Queen of Peace - or both!! 

Handbell Choir at OLQP 

Do you read music or understand 
basic rhythms?  Have you wanted to 
participate in a musical group but 
can’t commit for a long period of 
time?  Even if you don’t read music, 
you are still welcome to inquire!  Join 
our handbell group which will start rehearsals on                        
Tuesdays in late January and early February and we will 
play at two 9am Masses in February!  Please contact               
Meghan Kellogg for a schedule and if you are interested 
at  Meghan.kellogg@dor.org or 585-244-3010.  

At this time of year we always try to issue some heartfelt 
thank you’s to all who so graciously gave of their time 
and talent and treasure to help our community and  
others within our area. 
 
So, THANK YOU to all our decorators and “undecorators,” 
plant waterers, pageant participants and helpers, lectors, 
altar servers, greeters, sacristans, collection counters, 
celebrants, choirs & musicians, Soup Saturday volunteers, 
Outreach committee, all who donated and helped with 
the Mitten Tree and Christmas Party at St. Michael’s and 
anyone else who helped in big and small ways.   
You are the ones who make our community special and 
welcoming. 

https://www.dor.org/giving/catholic-ministries-appeal/
https://www.dor.org/giving/catholic-ministries-appeal/
mailto:nora.bradbury@dor.org
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 Monday  
January 9 

Tuesday  
January 10 

Wednesday 
January 11 

Thursday  
January 12 

Friday 
January 13 

Saturday  
January 14 

Sunday  
January 15 

 
AT  

OLQP 

Faith Formation 
K-5 6:00pm 

Faith Formation 
Gr 2-3 Zoom 
6:00pm 

Book Group 
6:30-8:00 

  Greek Community 
Using Church 
9:00-12:00 

High School 
Leadership 
6:00pm 

 
AT  

STM 

Bible Study 
12:30-2:00pm 

 Staff Meeting 
10:00am 

Choir Rehearsal 
(Optional) 
7:00pm 

  Choir Rehearsal 
& Mass 
9:30am 

WEEKLY CALENDAR 

Retrouvaille is a lifeline for marriages........a program to help      
couples heal and renew their hurting marriages.  

The Retrouvaille Program is for Married Couples Facing 
Difficult Challenges in their Relationship 

Local programs starting Jan 27th and April 21st, 2023.  

Register at http://www.helpourmarriage.org or                                               
call 585-293-1552 

Lector assignments for next weekend 1/14-15 
OLQP 4:30 - John Lum 
         9:00 - Craig Mullen 
STM   4:30 - Bill Ditoro 
         11:00 - Stephanie Jackson 
 
Nursing Homes for next weekend 
Highlands:  Mary Attridge 
 
Altar Flowers for next weekend: 
OLQP - Tom & Olive Striffolino 

Altar Flower sign up sheets are now available at 

church entrances.  This is for anyone who would wish 

to provide flowers to adorn the altar from now until  

the weekend of June 24/25.   

We are continuing to livestream our Masses.  
Monday and Wednesday Masses are 
livestreamed at 7:00am and Tuesday,           

Thursday & Friday Masses are at 8:00 and are available anytime 
after those Masses.  Our Sunday liturgy is livestreamed at 4:30 
on Saturday afternoons and then available anytime after that.   
Once a month the 11:00 Mass is also livestreamed.  You can      
access these videos by going to our website at olqpstm.com and 
clicking on the YouTube link.  You will first see the Masses that 
are scheduled, but you can scroll down to find the Mass you are 
looking for. 
We are looking for people who would be interested in learning 
how to do the livestreaming and are available on Saturday  
afternoons for the 4:30  Mass or the 11:00 Mass on Sunday. 
Please contact Nora if interested: nora.bradbury@dor.org. 

Prayer for The Epiphany 

Father God, the star that 
led the Magi to the stable 
announced to the world that 
its Saviour was born. Today 
we live in a world that is still 
covered by darkness, and 

still needing to make that journey to the stable 
door. May our lives reflect your light day by 
day, as we seek to serve where you have placed 
us. That we might be the means through which 
others can encounter Jesus Christ. Amen  

If you are struggling, please know 

that you are not alone.  Our parish is 

here to support you through pastoral 

care and our other ministries.                                                               

Please contact our parish office at          

244-3010 or 381-4200 and we will do our best to 

help you find the resources for which you are 

searching. 

Do you know someone from the Class of 1973 at St. Agnes High School? 

If so, PLEASE share that a 50th Reunion is being planned for October 7, 2023 at Salmon Creek Country Club in 
Spencerport, NY!  If the alum/former classmate has not received Reunion Materials by the time you read this or 
she has received them but has not returned them as yet, please have her contact:                                                 
Karen Hasby Epstein @ KarenE6721@gmail.com     Sandy Auble Glanton @ sglanton34@gmail.com OR 
Liz Maurer Webster @ lizwebster21@gmail.com 

Our 50th Reunion Planning Team goal is to be in touch with over 75% of the women on our list!  We want as 
many as possible to join us in reconnecting via the Reunion itself and/or a special 50th Reunion Booklet!  

http://www.helpourmarriage.org/
olqpstm.com
mailto:KarenE6721@gmail.com
mailto:sglanton34@gmail.com
mailto:lizwebster21@gmail.com
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Sacrificial Giving as of  January 3 
Fiscal Year: July 1, 2022—June 30, 2023 

Thank you for sharing your gift of treasure. May the Lord bless you for your generosity. 

OLQP - (Regular collections include ~ Sunday Offerings,  

Holy Days, Christmas & Easter) 
 

Last Week’s Sunday Mass Collection…………. $4,376.61 

Weekend Attendance ............................................................................. 198 

STM - (Regular collections include ~ Sunday Offerings,  

Holy Days, Christmas & Easter) 
 

Last Week’s Sunday Mass Collection………… ... $6,130.00 

Weekend Attendance ................................................................................ 329 

   Catholic Schools in Area:   
 

Seton Catholic School 
Grades Pre-K-6 
Mary Kate Koecheler, Principal 
473-6604  
 

 

St. Louis School 
Grades Pre-K-5 
Mrs. Eileen Schenk, Principal    
586-5200 

Staff 
 

Rev. Joseph A. Hart  Pastor      
hart@dor.org 
 

Rev. Dan Condon Assisting Priest 
fr.dan.condon@dor.org 
 

Deacon Art Cuestas  arthur.cuestas@dor.org  
 
Nora Bradbury-Haehl 
Pastoral Assoc./Youth & Young Adult Ministry 
nora.bradbury@dor.org 
 

Jennifer Abdalla 
Director of Faith Formation/Pastoral Minister 
jennifer.abdalla@dor.org 
 

Dawn Savacool  Administrative Asst. for FF 
dawn.savacool@dor.org 
 

Meghan Kellogg  Music Director/OLQP 
meghan.kellogg@dor.org 
 

Connor Doran  Music Director/STM 
cdoranmusic95@gmail.com 
 
Mary Ann Obark  RCIA Coordinator 
maryann.obark@dor.org 
 

Robin Levy  Administrative Assistant  
robin.levy@dor.org 
 

Mary Kase  Regional Finance Director 
mary.kase@dor.org 
 

Please go to our website at olqpstm.com to donate online.  Click on Connect Now.  Please  contact 

Mary Kase 450-2999 if you have any questions.  Please contact Mary Kase by phone or email at  
mary.kase @dor.org  BEFORE considering making a stock transfer  to donate to your parish..  

The image of the Magi kneeling before the infant Jesus and opening 
their treasure chests for Him is an image that we should all try to  

follow each day.  In gratitude for all that we have been given, we are called to 
generously share all of our gifts, not just the ones we pick and choose.  God 
wants us to be generous with everything, but especially that one thing that 
means the most to you.  

“Then they opened their treasures and offered him gifts of 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh.”                    Matthew 2:11  

Corner 


