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Members of Council Present: Vince Cavanaugh, David Dean, Lesly Jean-Louis, Margo Lutz, Helen Moore, William 

Shelly, Amanda Schiralli 

Members of Council Absent: Tanya Clark, Toufic Rizk 

Ex Officio Present:  Margaret Ostromecki, Daniel Ritz, Gerry Strauss, Mary Fromm (secretary) 

Ex Officio Absent: Father Hart, Dick DellaPorta, Gerry Shanahan 

 

1. Margaret welcomed the council and Helen Moore said the opening prayer, a prayer for poverty. 

2. The Meeting Agenda was moved to be accepted by Amanda Schiralli and 2nd by William Shelly. 

3. Corrections to the January 28 Meeting Minutes were reviewed and the corrected version was moved to be accepted by 

Helen Moore, and 2nd by Margo Lutz.  David Dean noted that a piece of crystal has broken off one of the OLQP 

cruets, so this should be checked, and possibly be added to the list of Liturgical Needs items.   

4. Reopening Discussion/Follow-Ups: 

 Pastoral Council Minutes On-Line:  In the future, the final version of the Pastoral Council minutes should be sent to 

Amanda Schiralli, who will be responsible for posting the document to the parish website. 

 Camera Installation:  Cameras have been installed at the 4 entrances of STM, and an additional one on the side 

between STM and the next door property.  One more camera projecting toward the convent and finance office is 

being considered, but some tree trimming would be required to make this effective.  16 potential cameras in total are 

being scoped between the two parishes.  Two weeks of continuous 24 hour/day camera footage will be maintained.  

A meeting will be held with the Brighton Police after Easter to further define the security plans for the cluster. 

 Wine and Cheese Gathering:  Planning of the next event was discussed – the first weekend in June was suggested as 

a possible date.   

 AED : Both parishes are planning to get an AED device installed.  Amanda Schiralli volunteered to research this for 

the council. 

 Adult Lecture Series: This series has been completed, with several excellent talks.  The organizers had hoped for 

better participation.  Council member suggestions were to better synchronize the sessions with the 1 hour Tuesday 

Faith Formation program, and to poll the Faith Formation parents for suggested future topics. 

 

5. Updates:   

 Buildings and Grounds - STM 
o Repair of the sewer pumps at Siena will commence during the school break. 

o The school has requested a new water fountain to be installed near the nurse’s office.  A suggestion to choose one that can fill 

water bottles was made.  This work will be addressed during the summer break. 

o Three windows in the convent/finance office were replaced, prompted by a hawk who flew through one of them! 

o The parking lot enlargement project has entered the planning phase.  A preliminary plan received by Zaretsky did not provide 

sufficient incremental spaces, so a second proposal has been requested. 

o The maintenance group is taking bids for the handicapped bathroom project. 

 Buildings and Grounds - OLQP 
o Repair of one of the floors in the rectory was required this period, but the job was completed at minimal expense. 

o The ceiling of the Narthex was re-stained. 

o Construction of the outdoor gathering space will begin this summer. 

o A spare snow-blower was purchased, and will be stored in the garage addition. 

 CMA:  OLQP is at 87% of the goal, and STM is at 92% of the goal.  The campaign ends in May.  The council 

suggested adding a reminder about the importance of this appeal in a future bulletin. 
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6. Liturgical/Pastoral Issues/Concerns: 

 Donation for Liturgical Needs: An OLQP parishioner donated $10,000 for liturgical needs. 

 Donation for Faith Formation: A STM parishioner donated $98,000 for Faith Formation. 

 Liturgical Needs:  Needs at STM are a Wedding Kneeler, Altar Candles, and a Paschal Candle Holder.  OLQP 

needs a new Nativity Scene.  Both parishes need Vestments, Communion Cups and Altar Cloths. 

7. Other Issues and Concerns: 

 Website:  Amanda Schiralli has been hired as a part time employee to manage the parish cluster website.  Feedback 

on the changes made recently is that the site is really beautiful and very useful.  A discussion about whether it 

would be OK for Amanda to continue her term as a Pastoral Council member (expires in 2020) now that she is a 

parish employee.  The council agreed that she should continue. 

 Other Parish Communication:  Meghan and Colleen continue to maintain the cluster Facebook Page.  Margaret 

explained that the parish staff has begun to discuss plans to maintain cohesion (such as common symbolism, etc) 

across all forms of communication from the parish cluster. 

 Lenten Events:  Lent began with a Lenten Soup supper.  Many Lenten events are scheduled, including a 3 Sunday 

series (Contemplation, Consumption, Community) with Meghan and Dr. Damian.  Great feedback was received 

from the first of these sessions.    Other events include: Penance Service, Tenabrae, and Stations of the Cross (every 

Friday after the 8 AM Mass).   

 The Siena principal would like to eliminate one of the basketball hoops in the parking lot, and refurbish the other 

one.  The Council had no objections to this plan. 

 ChristLife is still going strong.  At a recent alumni meeting, people asked what opportunities there are for 

volunteering in the parish.  Jen followed up with a response on this topic. 

 Sacramental Prep is underway – a simple supper is being planned for the participating families – volunteers are 

requested.   

 

8. Bill Shelly said the closing prayer. 
 

9. The next meeting is planned for Monday, May 20, 2019 at 7:00 PM at Saint Thomas More.  Topics will 

include planning for the next Wine and Cheese Gathering, and preparation for the members whose terms are 

expiring at the end of the year. 
 

 

Respectfully submitted - Mary Fromm 


