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Members of Council Present: Christine Bochen, Peggy Clark, David Dean, Lesly Jean-Louis, Margot Lutz, Isaiah Tolbert, 
Lisa Peartree 
Members of Council Absent: Tim Fitzgerald, Jack McIntyre, Lisa Peartree 
Ex Officio Present: Father Hart, Margaret Ostromecki, Dick DellaPorta 
Ex Officio Absent:  Jerry Strauss, Gerald Shanahan 
 
1. Father Hart welcomed the council and David Dean said the opening prayer  

2. There were no minutes from the February meeting to comment on since this was a Synod listening session for the 
Pastoral Council members. 

3. The Meeting Agenda was moved to be accepted by Peggy Clark and 2nd by Margot Lutz. 

4. Topics for Discussion: 
● Synod of Synodality 
○ Christine Bochen and Margaret Ostromecki lead a discussion on the progress of the Synod listening sessions. More than 120 

people participated in a number of smaller groups, and members of both STM and OLQP communities were represented. 
We also had a number of participants from outside our parishes. The meetings went well and all participants stated that they 
felt included and listened to in the discussions.  The consensus was that the facilitators were outstanding. 

○ There will be two versions of the reports for the meetings and the different points raised by the Synod.  The first is the full-
length report that represent all points and discussion raised by participants. The second is a shortened version of the same, 
but at the abbreviated length required by the diocese. 

○ All notes from the individual discussions will be kept at OLQP. These longer versions contain stories and candid 
representation of what was happening in the individual sessions.  

○ We prepared a document summarizing the main themes and thoughts of our participants concerning the talking points of the 
synod, but when it was ready for submission, we found out that the diocese gave us very limited space (low character count) 
to provide answers.  This is why there is a long version (the original that we were going to submit) and a short version (cut 
down to fit into the word count limitations) of the same discussions. 

○ By the end of June, our Diocese will send a summary of all parish discussions to the USCCB. 
○ One point raised in the discussions that warranted brief discussion by the Pastoral Council was that there were a number of 

Listening session comments on the need and desire for continuing education for adults. To this end, MaryAnn Obark 
has/had started a scripture study during the day that already has 16 participants.  

○ There was a lengthy discussion on how we get the summary of the listening sessions to our parishioners. It was decided that 
both short (that submitted to the Diocese) and long (more detailed) versions be available for dissemination in print and on 
line. 

○ Plans were made to organize at least one upcoming Pastoral Council meeting to discuss how to address the issues raised.  
● Mass attendance and continuing issues: 
○ Attendance is still increasing at both churches but is at lower levels than pre-covid. 
○ There is a need to expand the number of altar servers. We are also trying to engage the newly confirmed to lector and 

participate in communion and other ministries. 
○ The desire for a return of the 8am Sunday Mass at STM was raised again by several members of the STM community. The 

bottom line is that there are just not enough priests to make this happen and it is unlikely that OLQP-STM will get additional 
priests, largely due to the fact that our Parish has not really added to the numbers of priests over the years. Since 1955, STM 
has produced one priest from its community; OLQP has also produced one priest since its inception. More priests produced 
means more priests able to serve. The number of masses has also been reduced at OLOL and SA. We have done a lot to 
improve their finances and build a combined faith formation program which is great, but it even has been suggested that all 4 
churches may need to utilize a single pastor/priest in the future.  

○ Our finances are about the same as before the pandemic and live streaming appears to have no impact on the number of people 
that show up to mass.  Thus, it is a good thing to provide and there are no long term reasons not to provide this service. 

● Lenten retreat:   
○ Father Palumbus lead the Lenten Retreat and it was well attended.  Multiple people have offered comments that it was really 

good. 
● Faith Formation 
○ The year-end picnic will be this Friday. 
○ We have >200 children in faith formation; ~40 in Confirmation preparation; and ~30 in First Eucharist preparation.  
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○ We are trying to increase the engagement of high school students and those who have completed their confirmation.  
○ One idea that had been floated in the past was to create an intensive week-long summer program for faith formation. While 

many families had said this would be great, when they finally responded in a formal questionnaire, only 4 families were in 
favor of such a summer program. Consequently, the program will stay as it is throughout the school year.  

● Parish Staffing 
○ We have hired Nora Bradbury-Haehl to coordinate our young adult ministry. She will start at the end of May. She has done 

youth ministry at various parishes, and was college chaplain at RIT. She has written several books on college life. She will be 
in charge of 8th and 9th grade faith formation, high school students (≥10th grade), and young adults. She will also take over 
liturgical preparations. 

○ Meghan Robinson will continue to play organ/piano at mass and direct the choir at OLQP as she pursues a career as a spiritual 
director. 

○ Jen Abdula will also do some elder care in addition to her faith formation work; she has done this before at other parishes and 
is highly qualified and certified for this ministry. 

○ We have hired a “very part-time” person (Dawn Savacool) for faith formation registration and to help Jen 
● CMA Progress 

○ Collections for CMA were down this year, largely because a benefactor from OLQP who has donated considerably to the 
CMA (>$10,000/year) over the past years died. STM also did not benefit from a long-term large donor to CMA. 

● Diocesan Bankruptcy 
○ This is currently stalled  

● On-line minutes of Pastoral Council Meetings 
○ This needs to be implemented. 

 
5. Closing Prayer – David Dean 

The next meeting is planned for September/October 2022 
 
Respectfully submitted – David Dean 


