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Members of Council Present: Peggy Clark, Tanya Clark, David Dean, Margot Lutz, Amanda Schiralli, William Shelly,  
Isaiah Tolbert 
Members of Council Absent:  Lesly Jean-Louis, Jack McIntyre 
Ex Officio Present:  Father Hart, Margaret Ostromecki, Gerry Strauss, Mary Fromm (secretary) 
Ex Officio Absent:  Dick DellaPorta 
 
1. Margaret welcomed the council and Tanya Clark said the opening prayer. 

2. The Meeting Agenda was moved to be accepted by Margo Lutz and 2nd by Bill Shelly. 

3. The Selection of the Vice Chair was completed.  This year, the Vice Chair should come from Our Lady Queen of 
Peace, and will serve as the Chair for the 2020/2021 Pastoral Council period.  David Dean was selected. 

4. The October 7th Meeting Minutes were moved to be accepted by Peggy Clark, and 2nd by David Dean.   

5. Safety in the Parish:  This topic was added to the agenda per the request at the October meeting 
● Father Hart attended a meeting on this topic with area church leaders, members of the City of Rochester and the 

Brighton Police Department earlier in the year.  The advice provided at the meeting was that while the risk of an 
attack on an ordinary Christian church is quite small, the risks for the Jewish Communities in Brighton are much 
higher.  Temples in the area have tightened their security procedures significantly.   

● The parish existing safety plan specifies calling the Brighton Police Department for rapid turnaround if a situation 
like this arises, and to utilize the Baptist Temple and/or the Brighton Firehouse as an evacuation point. 

● For our cluster, security cameras have been added to both worship sites, and additional measures have been 
discussed by the parish staff, including training for the parish staff, and/or training of parishioners about how to 
handle this type of situation.   

● A discussion on alternatives to the existing plan was held, including the concerns with having additional armed 
people (staff and/or parishioners) on site, including the data that shows that people not experienced with handling a 
firearm under pressure can cause significant harm to innocent people. 

6. Administrative Comments/Updates 
● Trip to Rome:   Father Hart accompanied Bishop Clark on a required visit of area (NYS Region 2) Bishops to 

Rome.  All Bishops are required to attend one such meeting every 5 years, and to provide a diocesan report to Rome 
in advance.  As part of this visit, they attended several required sessions, such as a meeting on “Congregational 
Doctrine of Fact”, “Congregation of Bishops”, “Congregation of the Clergy”, and “Council on Sexual Abuse of 
Minors”.  In past meetings, the meetings have been characterized by one-way communications from the cardinals to 
the bishops, but at this meeting there was more opportunity for questions to be raised by the bishops attending - so 
all meetings were much more interactive than in the past.   

● Cell Tower:  This topic has been turned over to Tim Fitzgerald for further assessment - there are no updates today. 
● STM Windows: A new supplier from Buffalo provided insight into why the previous windows deteriorated so 

quickly- the weep holes in the windows had been painted over - and has quoted the installation of the new windows, 
with resolution of this problem.  The price has increased to about $37K/window, with the largest window in the 
choir loft costing $45K.  More fundraising to complete the project is required. 

● CMA: The advisory committee recommended that the diocese mail the CMA letters after the Chapter 11 video, and 
due to this delay, the response to date is quite low.  At STM, 11% (36) of the donors have responded, and at OLQP 
19% (39) of the donors have responded.  There is some concern about the impact the sex abuse scandal will have on 
the Appeal.  Father Hart and Margaret are planning to have a forum.  The council suggested holding it on a Tuesday 
night, to reach the Faith Formation parents, and/or on a Sunday night to reach the parents of the Youth.  Some 
parishioners would prefer to attend a session that ends before dark. 

● Siena Courtyard: The Siena Courtyard is getting a lot of use - memorial stones for deceased students and faculty 
have been relocated from the Courtyard to a different location. 

● Blessing of the OLQP Courtyard and Statue: Bishop Matano said mass, and officiated at a very nice ceremony to 
bless the statue.  Without solicitation, some parishioners donated to purchase benches for the courtyard. 
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● International Dinner for Refugees: Gail Kindlon reached out the Catholic Family Center to ask for ways to minister 
to refugees in the area.  Our cluster collaborated with 12 Corners Presbyterian, and the local Lutheran church to 
sponsor a refugee dinner.  The event was well received, and another event is being planned.  Gail’s reflections will 
be included in the next bulletin. 

● Harvest Gathering for K-5 Faith Formation: Jen Abdulla coordinated this event, and it was very well attended.  
Feedback from those participating was very positive. 

● Training Session for Ushers/Counters: Gerry Strauss has held 4 sessions, with 2 more scheduled.  Among the 4 
Brighton area parishes, ushers handle $1M per year, and administering the diocesan guidelines and procedures for 
counting and deposit of the collections in critical.   Collections processes in the diocese are reviewed by external 
auditors, and parishes are rated - some issues were identified for our cluster during the last audit that need to be 
corrected.  Peggy Clark and David Dean attended the training sessions, and had an extremely favorable impression. 

● Gathering of the Lectors and Ministers of Communion: Lectors gathered for a session for prayer, reflection and 
blessing in November, and the Communion Ministers will gather in December. 

● Church Lights:  The spotlights at OLQP have been replaced, and those at STM have been partially replaced.  The 
STM replacement has been complicated by the height of the lights, and the difficulty in accessing the fixtures.   

● Buildings and Grounds Committee: Periodic walkthroughs by the Buildings and Grounds committee happen 
consistently to maintain an active, prioritized list of projects/upgrades/maintenance items to implement as funds are 
available.  A full report of the committee will be made at a future meeting. 

7. Upcoming Events: 
● Messiah Concert and Reception: Will be held in December. 
● Cherub Choir: is being prepared for 3:30 Christmas Liturgy at STM.   
● Advent: Reflection material will be provided.  Some changes to the wreath lighting process will be implemented. 
● Penance Service:   Will be held on 12/14 at OLQP, in concert with the confirmation candidates, who will be on 

retreat that weekend.  
● Other: The Andrews Food Cupboard collection of Thanksgiving food items was very successful, and very 

meaningful for the kids who participated.  Parishioners are now preparing mittens for the mitten tree outreach 
projects.  Putting faith into action is a wonderful way to engage the youth of our parish. 

8. Closing Prayer 
9. The next meeting is planned for January 13, 2020 at Our Lady Queen of Peace. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted - Mary Fromm 


