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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
The Solemnity of Mary under the title of Theotokos – 
God-bearer is celebrated on January 1st usually as a holy 
day of obligation, but not this year.  We honor Mary un-
der this title as we honor the beneficiaries of those who 
bear Christ in their lives.  We are joined to the wonder-
ment of the mystery of Mary’s motherhood and our na-
ture as being adopted sons and daughter.  We are joyful 
in honoring Mary as we worship her Son, Jesus Christ. 
 
Making the beginning of the year a pivotal point to begin 
anew, we celebrate the existence of our potential in and 
through God’s grace that has been given to us.  We make 
new year’s resolutions that help us to remain focused on 
our priorities.  Each of us begins the new year looking at 
how we too can bear the wonder of Jesus Christ in our 
thoughts, words and actions.   
 
Aware of the mystery that presents itself today, we hum-
ble ourselves in the presence of what the future will hold.  
God has given us a promise of a future that will last for 
eternity, a future that will be in the presence of perfected 
Love.   
 
The mystery of “bearing God” in human flesh and allow-
ing that life within us to be recognized and preserved for 
the welfare of not just ourselves but for all whom we 
encounter is a blessing that is bestowed upon us. 
 
We thank Mary for allowing us to be the recipients of 
what she too was given by God. We honor her for her 
perseverance, humility, docility, and strength in which 
she advocated for the will of God in her own life and 
how that dedication enabled us to receive our salvation.   
 
As God-bearer, Mary presents us the present that God 
intended us to receive and ultimately become.  We re-
ceive what we will be in order to help us identify our 
future in the already not yet.  Heaven on earth is already-
not-yet, meaning that heaven is not known in its perfect-
edness whilst we are on earth but it is being perfected as 
we make known the mystery of Jesus Christ in the here 
and now.  The transcendence of God has been experi-
enced by humanity through Jesus Christ and we are able 
to now know the touch of heaven that He brought to us 
in His incarnation.  
 
Looking forward to the wonder of how we also bear God 
in our lives, we understand that through our baptism and 
the reception of the sacrament of Confirmation we are 
joined into this mystical connection through the Holy 
Spirit.  We also know well that the Sacramental presence 
of Jesus Christ in the Eucharist is also a connection  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

We hope that you and your families all have a joy-
ous Christmas season and a Happy New Year! 
There is no Religious Ed. on Sunday, Jan. 2nd.  All 
Classes will resume on Wednesday, January 5th / 
Sunday, Jan. 9th. Family Catechesis resumes Sun-
day, January 16th.  

 
First Reconciliation Reminders: 
All First Reconciliation Assign-
ments are due. Please make sure you 
have completed sessions 1-7 in 
Signs of Grace: You Are Forgiven. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

between this life and the next and is also a promise that 
substance of tangible things is changeable by God. Bearing 
God should change us – bearing God does change us.Let 
the ambition we have for positive change be effective and 
grow ever stronger in the beginning days of this new year, 
and may we come to know the transcendence of God pro-
foundly as the days and months progress this year.   
 
Let us abandon the past and let God’s promise fill us with 
joy and anticipation for a future filled with bearing God in 
all that we are and do. 
 
Pax Christi, 
Vy. Rev. John B. Gabage, V.F. 



THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 

IF YOU ARE NOT receiving the Flocknote e-mail/
text messages from the parish, including lots of 
timely details regarding COVID-19, or other periodic 
e-mail communications which we send, then you 
should 
SIGN-UP FOR FLOCKNOTE TODAY!   Once you do, 
you will receive regular e-mails, and if you include 
your cell phone number, periodic text messages, 
about life in our parish. 
 
To join St. Christopher Flocknotes  simply text 
SCCCKI to 84576.   
 
Here is what you do: 
 
1. Open a New Text Message 
2.   On the “To” line type 84576 
3.   In the body of the text: SCCCKI 
 

You will receive a response with a link to complete 
your sign up.  Click on the link and follow the 
prompts. 

We packed over 600 items in 
backpacks over the holiday for 
food insecure students. Our 
shelves can use individual cere-
al, shelf stable white milk, indi-
vidual fruit bowls, tomato soup 
with pop tops, tuna or chicken 
salad kits, ramens/cup soup, 

raisins and hot chocolate packets.  
 
You keep us going!! Thank you! 

Your parish's Knights thank 
you for your generosity and 
support of our charitable ef-
forts in 2021. Our next meet-
ing will be Tuesday, January 
11, at 7:00 pm in the hall.  

 
If you're a practicing Catholic man 18 
years or older, and would like to help 
make your parish and community a better 
place, join the Knights! Please contact Phil 
Boos at phillipboos@hotmail.com, or 410-
829-6769 to learn more.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Misa en Espanol—Sabado las siete de la noche 
en la capilla 

 
Spanish Mass—Saturday, 7 PM in the Chapel 

ELECTION OF PARISH TRUSTEES 
The election of our Parish Trustees is scheduled to 
take place next week—January 8/9.  Our current 
trustees, Jack Smigo and Mary Denny, have served 
the parish well for many years and are up for re-
election this year.  Please stop by the table in the 
Narthex to cast your vote. 

 
 

The word “epiphany” comes from the 
Greek epiphainen, a verb that means 
“to shine upon,” “to manifest,” or “to 
make known.” Thus, the feast of the 
Epiphany celebrates the many ways 
that Christ has made Himself known 
to the world, mainly the three events 
that manifested the mission and di-
vinity of Christ: the visit of the Magi 
(Matthew 2:1-12), the baptism of Je-
sus (Mark 1:9-11), and the miracle at 
Cana (John 2:1-11). 
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We would like to thank 
KOVAL CONSTRUCTION 

for sponsoring an ad in our weekly bulletin 

SUNDAY  JANUARY 2  
 7 AM Bernard Baranosky + 
 9 AM Mildred Hodges + 

 11:15 Robert Hanson + 
MONDAY  JANUARY 3 
 8 AM No Public Mass 
TUESDAY  JANUARY 4 
 8 AM Mary Rackl + 
WEDNESDAY JANUARY 5 
 8 AM Pat McCormick + and 
  Mary Beth Dale + 
 THURSDAY JANUARY 6 
 8 AM Charles Rynkoswki + 
FRIDAY    JANUARY 7 
 8 AM Cathy Minderlein +   
SATURDAY  JANUARY 8 
 5 PM Kristen Jeanne Kouyate + 
 7 PM Misa en Espanol 
SUNDAY  JANUARY 9 
 7 AM Parishioners of St. Christopher’s 
 9 AM Intentions of Janice Nez 

 11:15 Special Intention 

 

The end-of-year holidays are a 
time to connect with loved ones, 
make family memories and give 
back to the charities that mean 
the most to us. Did you know 
that you can avoid capital gains 
taxes despite the bull market of 

2021, allowing you to give smarter and give more 
generously?  
 
If you have appreciated stock in your portfolio, con-
sider donating shares to your parish or favorite char-
ity.  The benefits of donating appreciated stock in-
clude: 

Claiming a higher charitable tax deduc-
tion, since donated stocks that you’ve 
held for at least one year are valued at 
their full fair market price. 

Saving on federal capital gains taxes you 
otherwise would have incurred from 
selling the stock outright. 

Supporting your parish or charity by giv-
ing the full appreciated amount of a 
stock, which is often more valuable 
than giving a cash donation after liq-
uidating. 

Reducing a concentrated equity position, 
helping to rebalance your portfolio. 

If interested in learning more about this charitable 
strategy, please contact the parish office at 410-643-
6220 or email parishoffices@stchristopherski.org 

New Year’s is a great time to set up a recurring do-
nation or make a one-time gift. 
 
Recurring gifts can streamline your stewardship and 
sustain our parish throughout the year. You’ll pro-
vide consistent support that helps us always be at 
the ready with programs, services, and ministries 
for our church families and for those in need 
throughout the community. 
 
Sign up today by visiting www.FaithDirect.net   and 
enter parish code MD758.  Thank you for your con-
tinued support of our parish family. 
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