
ST. CHRISTOPHER’S CHURCH 
CHESTER, MARYLAND JULY 17, 2022 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  

As I mentioned last week during my homily on Sunday, I 
thought it advantageous for all to see the following regarding 
the Hippocratic Oath:  

The ancient physician Hippocrates developed an oath circa 400 
B.C.E. that was taken by all physicians up until the twentieth 
century. The Hippocratic Oath contributed to the likeminded 
collegial understanding of the inherent value of the human per-
son.  This oath set a standard by which each physician would 
practice the art of medicine and care. Ethical principles go hand
-in-hand with this oath pledged by those who sought to remedy 
affliction in days gone by. The pledge was written as follows:   

I swear by Apollo Physician and Asclepius and Hygiea and 
Panaceia and all the gods and goddesses, making them my 
witnesses, that I will fulfill according to my ability and judg-
ment this oath and this covenant.   

To hold him who has taught me this art as equal to my parents 
and to live my life in partnership with him, and if he is in need 
of money to give him a share of mine, and to regard his off-
spring as equal to my brothers in male lineage and to teach 
them this art – if they desire to learn it – without fee and cove-
nant; to give a share of precepts and oral instruction and all 
other learning to my sons and to the sons of him who has in-
structed me and to pupils who have signed the covenant and 
have taken the oath according to the medical law, but to no one 
else.  

I will apply dietetic measures for the benefit of the sick accord-
ing to my ability and judgment; I will keep them from harm and 
injustice.  

I will neither give a deadly drug to anybody if asked for it, nor 
will I make a suggestion to this effect.  Similarly, I will not give 
to a woman an abortive remedy.  In purity and holinesss, I will 
guard my life and my art.  

I will not use the knife, not even on sufferers from stone, but 
will withdraw in favor of such men as are engaged in this 
work.  

Whatever houses I may visit, I will come for the benefit of the 
sick, remaining free from all intentional injustice, of all mis-
chief and in particular of sexual relations with both female and 
male persons, be they free or slaves.  

What I may see or hear in the course of the treatment or even 
outside of the treatment in regard to the life of men, which on 
no account one must spread abroad, I will keep to myself hold-
ing such things shameful to be spoken about.  

If I fulfill this oath and do not violate it, may it be granted to 
me to enjoy life and art, being honored with fame among all 
men for all time to come; if I transgress it and swear falsely, 
may the opposite of all this be my lot.[1]   
Interestingly enough, the Hippocratic Oath was pledged from 
400 B.C. up until the law had changed regarding abortion in 
the United States in the 1970s. So, for approximately 2,300 
years, the human family pledged to safeguard itself from the  

 

evils prescribed by depression, emotional abandon, and self-
loathing.   As many do not practice religions that pledge honor to 
multiple gods but rather have a monotheistic understanding, the 
oath – at least for Christians – had taken the following form:  

Blessed be the God and Father of Our Lord Jesus Christ. Who is 
blessed forever and ever; I lie not.  

I will bring no stain upon the learning of the medical art.  Neither 
will I give poison to anybody though asked to do so, nor will I sug-
gest a plan.  Similarly, I will not give treatment to women to 
cause abortion, treatment neither from above nor below.  But I 
will teach this art, to those who require to learn it, without grudg-
ing and without indenture.  I will use treatment to help the sick 
according to my ability and judgment. And in purity and holiness I 
will guard my art.  Into whatsoever houses I enter, I will do so to 
help the sick, keeping free from all wrongdoing, intentional or 
unintentional, tending to death or to injury, and from fornication 
with bond or free, man or woman.  Whatsoever in the course of 
practice I see or hear (or outside my practice in social intercourse) 
that ought not to be published abroad, I will not divulge, but con-
sider such things to be holy secrets.  Now if I keep this oath and 
break it not, may God be my helper in my life and art, and may I 
be honoured among all men for all time.  If I keep the faith, well; 
but if I forswear myself may the opposite befall me.[2]  

In Physician, one of the writings collected under the name of Hip-
pocrates in the fifth century B.C.E., the aspiring surgeon is in-
structed to follow an army to learn the art of surgery.  In times of 
peace, writes Hippocrates, rarely if ever, “even in a whole life-
time,” does one encounter the kinds of severe wounds that one 
must contend with in the heat of battle.[3]  To follow a soldier 
into battle and ensure the soldier’s chances of survival would be 
higher, based on a treatment that could be supplied; the practi-
tioner in the field had greater opportunity to have his skill sets 
improved within the art of his practice.  The common good, 
health and welfare of the human person were the utmost and 
only concerns for the surgeon.  How does one repair the human 
person?  What considerations must be applied in the healing 
session?  Will the person benefit from the treatment over time? 
The answers to these questions are what physicians employ.    

Who follows the soldier into battle? God follows the soldier on 
either side.  Sometimes God follows just in Spirit, and other times 
He is present in Spirit in those He has commissioned to fulfill His 
will in this life.  These individuals who follow the soldiers, as well 
as the soldiers themselves, are granted the Gifts of the Holy Spir-
it. With these gifts, they are also endowed with the virtues that 
accompany each gift.  These virtues must be practiced, as with 
anything one desires to perfect. In applying the virtues necessary 
for each situation, the gifts of the Holy Spirit become supernatu-
rally present.    

Considering the Christian adaptation of the Hippocratic Oath and 
the graces provided by the Gifts of the Holy Spirit, one is con-
fronted with having to look upon the beauty of the human 
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SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Our summer program In underway! 
We’ll be helping with about 48 bags 
each week. We can use more drink box-
es/pouches. No milk during the summer 
please. Thanks for your ongoing sup-
port!  

Please join us for the Fatima Rosary.   
We will meet to pray the Rosary at noon at 
the Our Lady of Fatima statue on the 13th 
of each month, May through October, in 
commemoration of our Blessed Mother’s 
noon apparitions to Lucy Santos, St. Fran-
cesco and St. Jacinto on those dates in 
1917.  Please bring your own lawn chair.  
Our next date is Saturday, August 13. 

St. Christopher’s Food Bank 
Thank you for your response to our 
needs...but there is still a need.  Please 
consider thinking of others less fortunate 
while you are shopping this week...giving 
does bring you joy.  Just pick up one extra 

item of  boxed cereals of various kinds (no cheerios 
please), canned chicken and tuna, tea bags, coffee, 
boxed Mac N Cheese, peanut butter, canned peach-
es.  Just drop your donation in the green cart outside of 
Church Hall...or at the Rectory itself!  “Then the people 
rejoiced because these had given willingly...they had 
offered freely to the Lord...” First Chronicles 29:9.  

Save-the-Dates: Catechist Orientation 
Meetings for  the upcoming school year  
will be held on Sunday, August 14th at 
10AM and Wednesday, August 24th at 
7PM in the Parish Hall. Please RSVP to 
Katie Sukley with the date of the meet-
ing you will be attending. 
 
The Religious Education Office is seek-
ing Catechists for the upcoming 2022-
23 school year; specifically for the Sun-
day 8AM 3rd, 4th, and 7th Grade Classes. 
Please contact the Religious Education 
Office if you are interested in serving 

our parish as a Catechist. 
 
Religious Ed Registration for 2022-
2023 is now available online until Au-
gust 15, 2022.  If you are a homeschool-
ing family and have not yet completed 
and turned in all Gospel Weekly packets 

for this current school year, please contact the Religious 
Ed Office to make arrangements.  

 

RCIA Leadership Team: There will be 
a meeting for anyone interested in help-
ing with RCIA in the upcoming year on 
Tuesday, August 2nd at 6:30PM in the 
Parish Conference Room.  

person that is not based solely on the physical world but also 
that which dwells within the psychological and spiritual do-
mains.  We find people who demonstrate the goods of human 
fulfillment as attractive people who reveal human beauty. 
Christians are positioned in this world to continue the Mission 
of Jesus Christ, the Divine Physician, supplied with what is nec-
essary to achieve the end in the mind of God – to be beautiful. 
Thus, they inherit Wisdom, Understanding, Counsel, Fortitude, 
Knowledge, Piety, and Fear of the Lord. Evidence of the employ-
ment of these gifts is what is known as the Fruits of the Holy 
Spirit, and these are charity; joy; peace; patience; kindness; 
goodness; generosity; gentleness; faithfulness; modesty; self-
control; and chastity. The virtues given to all of humanity are 
the Cardinal Virtues: Prudence; Justice; Fortitude; and Temper-
ance.  The Theological Virtues, which also are given to each 
person, are: Faith; Hope; and Charity (Love).  These virtues are 
superior to the human virtues, which are employed for the 
common good of society on Earth, because it is from them that 
the human virtues flow. When one ponders a painting of a 
saint, one is brought into the world of the Gifts and Fruits of the 
Holy Spirit, and one is elevated in the moment to think contem-
platively.   

As Christ has given us the gifts and the where-with-all to live as 
we ought, let us share the goodness that is availed to all hu-
manity by God Himself.  

Pax Christi,  

Vy. Rev. John B. Gabage, V.F.  

      

 

 

 

[1] (From Ludwig Edelstein, The Hippocratic Oath: Text, Trans-
lation and Interpretation in Oswei Temkin and C. Lillian Tem-
kin, eds., Ancient Medicine (Baltimore: John Hopkins University 
Press, 1967), pp.3-63.) On Moral Medicine, p. 107.  

[2]  (From W. H. S. Jones, The Doctor’s Oath: An Essay in the 
History of Medicine [New York: Cambridge University Press, 
1924], pp. 23-25.) On Moral Medicine, p. 108.  

[3] The Professor of Secrets: Mystery, Medicine, and Alchemy in 
Renaissance Italy, William Eamon, p. 122 
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ST. CHRISTOPHER’S CHURCH 
CHESTER, MARYLAND JULY 17, 2022 

We would like to thank 
PARKS TIRE & AUTO SERVICE 

for sponsoring an ad in our weekly bulletin 

 
SUNDAY  JULY 17 
16th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 7 AM Michael Baron + 
 9 AM Parishioners of St. Christopher’s 
 11:15 Margaret O’Higgins + 
MONDAY  JULY 18 
 8 AM No Public Mass 
TUESDAY  JULY 19 
 8 AM No Public Mass 
 WEDNESDAY  JULY 20 
St. Apollinaris 
 8 AM Bertha Kozak + 
THURSDAY  JULY 21 
St. Lawrence of Brindisi 
 8 AM Intentions of Connie Cerone 
FRIDAY   JULY 22 
St. Mary Magdalene 
 8 AM Jeannie Adomanis + 
SATURDAY   JULY 23 
St. Bridget 
 5 PM Edward Roeder+ 
 7 PM Misa en Espanol 
SUNDAY  JULY 24 
17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 7 AM Tom Carson + 
 9 AM Michael Oliver + 

 11:15 Parishioners of St. Christopher’s 

 

 
 
 

  July 10 Offertory: $  7,947.50 
 

Second Collection Today is for the Little 
Sisters of the Poor in Wilmington, DE 

Men of St. Christopher  
 
Thanks to those who participated 
in “Amici Di Giuseppe” program 
last month. It was an awesome 
program.  We are in the planning 
process for the next semester of 

That Man Is You (TMIY) which will begin on September 
10 (mark your calendars). 
 
Men of St. Christopher Shirt orders are being collect-
ed.  A second Flock Note was sent out with the order 
form this past week. Please get your orders in on time 
so we can get the shirts and hoodies ordered without 
delay.  
 
If you are not getting Men of St. Christopher Flock 
Notes, it is because you are not registered.  Please sign 
up here: https://stchristopherschurch.flocknote.com/
signup/90022 or use this QR Code: 

  

 
If you're a practicing Catho-
lic man 18 years or older, 
and would like to help make 
your parish and community 
a better place, join the 
Knights! Please contact Phil 
Boos at phillip-

boos@hotmail.com, or 410-829-6769 to 
learn more.  
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SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Altar Server training will be held on Thursday, August 4th from 6:00PM-7:30PM in the main 
church. This training is open to all boys and girls in fifth grade and above who have received 
First Holy Communion and is required to be taken in order to join. This training is al-
so required for those who previously served as an Altar Server and haven't been retrained 
following the restart of the ministry. Please let us know if your child plans on attending by 
sending an email to Ffreeland@stchristopherski.org. We look forward to seeing you!     
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