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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  

How many people make excuses for why they cannot be 
where they are supposed to be?  

Jesus knows this very well.  Just prior to today’s gospel, 
Jesus is telling the story of how the Master had invited 
many into his home for a celebration but those invited 
decided they had better things to do, they needed to occu-
py themselves with what they had recently received in 
their own life’s story – a new field to plow, five yoke of 
oxen to tend to, and another said he had recently married 
and needed to be with his wife.    

Well, what news is Jesus describing to those who are lis-
tening today?  Do not let anyone or anything keep you 
from the Kingdom of God.  This is Jesus’ message – do 
not let yourself be preoccupied by the things or by the 
people of this world so much so that they interrupt your 
truly knowing your creator, the Master of the House. Do 
not keep yourself from the feast.  

Every week we are brought into communion with Jesus 
Christ. Communion is not just making an assembly of 
people.  No, communion is experienced by people who 
are like-minded with Jesus Christ.  It was He who decid-
ed to build His Church upon the Rock who expressed the 
faith and belief in the real Christ.  Our communion is es-
tablished by what we say and by what we do – our ex-
pression of the Nicene and Apostles’ Creed are verbal 
expressions of what is known as truth by all who utter 
these words. However, some people do not utter these 
words with the same conviction and this becomes prob-
lematic.  Understanding what is being said by believer is 
important. Communion is not an event in time but rather 
transcends into the timeless union of belief and faith in 
Jesus Christ.    

We understand that Jesus sent the Apostles out to baptize 
all nations in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit. In doing so, Jesus was assigning these 
individuals certain responsibilities; He did not give these 
to all people, He gave them to His friends – those He 
wanted to represent Him to those who encountered them 
beyond His own physical presence.  

Apostolic succession is critically important to under-
stand.  This is how Jesus’ friends are able to present Him 
to us today.  We become one in mind and one in heart 
with and in Jesus as we encounter His friends and be-
come his disciples.  We become informed by them about 
who Jesus is and how we can encounter the truth of His 
Eternal Life – His Resurrection in the here and now as 
well as in the life to come.  

Hate is a very strong word.  Used in this context by Jesus 
within today’s Gospel, we come to understand that Jesus  

is juxtaposing our normal appreciations with those of 
heaven.  People should not allow themselves to be duped 
by worldly things nor be blinded by the physical things 
within this world.    

Our Communion with Jesus is manifested through our 
belief in what Jesus has said and done and how He con-
tinues doing these things through our cooperation within 
our own lives. This Communion is also brought about by 
how we allow Him to enter us in the Feast at the altar 
table, how He justifies us through the faith (relationship) 
we have with Him.  The Eucharist is the Sacrament that 
we receive and physically manifests the Communion of 
us all with Jesus – we become one body by receiving the 
One Lord, Jesus Christ in Word and in Deed.  

Making no excuses. Pax Christi,  

Vy. Rev. John B. Gabage, V.F.  

Reminder- Religious Ed K-8th Grades If 
you have not already registered for Reli-
gious Ed, Please do so ASAP!  Weekly clas-
ses will start Wednesday, September 6th & Sun-
day, September 11th. Family Catechesis begins 
Sunday, September 11th.  

Parent Confirmation Orientation Meeting Re-
minder: If your child is enrolled in Confirmation 
Prep for the upcoming year there is a required Par-
ent Meeting Thursday, September 22nd at 7PM.  

First Reconciliation Parent Orientation Meeting: 
If your child is enrolled in First Reconciliation/First 
Holy Communion Sacramental Prep for the upcom-
ing year there is a required Parent Meeting Thurs-
day, September 29th at 7PM. Everyone with chil-
dren who are preparing to receive First Communion 
this year must attend this meeting.  

RCIA/OCIA: If you or someone you know is inter-
ested in joining the Catholic Church, or learning 
more about our Catholic Faith please contact Katie 
Sukley at 410-643-8489/ 
KSukley@stchristopherski.org. Our classes for this 
year begin on Tuesday, September 6th from 6:30-

Welcome back students and 
teachers!  We look forward to 
another great year of fun and 
learning. 
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We’ve finished our summer ses-
sion delivering backpacks. Our 
program will start up again 
sometime in September. The 
schools have informed families 
that they may come to St. Chris-
topher’s Outreach office for non-

perishable food and backpack food items until the 
program resumes in the fall. Thanks to all parishion-
ers who kept our food wagon full!! We’ll keep you 
posted when we start up again.  

Please join us for the Fatima Rosary.   
 

We will meet to pray the Rosary at noon at the 
Our Lady of Fatima statue on the 13th of each 
month, May through October, in commemora-
tion of our Blessed Mother’s noon apparitions 
to Lucy Santos, St. Francesco and St. Jacinto 
on those dates in 1917.  Please bring your own 
lawn chair.  Our next date Tuesday, Septem-
ber 13. 

Knights, our next meeting will be 
September 13 at 7:00 in the hall. 
If you ordered a shirt, you can 
pick it up at the meeting. If you 
can't make it, please contact 
Kenton Kilgore at ken-
tonkilgore@yahoo.com to ar-

range picking it up and paying for it.  
 
If you're a practicing Catholic man 18 years or 
older, and would like to help make your parish 
and community a better place, join the 
Knights! Please contact Phil Boos at phillip-
boos@hotmail.com, or 410-829-6769 to learn 
more.  

 
OUTREACH St Christopher’s Food 
Bank 
 
You have been so very generous over 
the past few weeks; but, with the 
school year on our doorstep, we are 
still in need of boxed white rice, pea-

nut butter, plastic jars of Jelly, spaghetti sauce, ham-
burger/tuna/chicken helper, fruit cocktail, Chef Bo-
yardee canned pasta, coffee and soup variety (not 
Chicken noodle).  Just drop it off in the green cart 
outside the Church Hall. 
We are Christ’s hands and feet here on earth! “ 
Rescue the weak and the needy...” Psalm 82:4 

 
After months of hard work 
and prayer, the  Final 
Summary Report for the 
Diocesan Phase of the 
Synod has been completed 

and submitted to Bishop William Koenig. The re-
port will be sent to the United States Conference 
of Catholic Bishops for inclusion in their report to 
the Vatican. Additionally, a Ten Best Practices 
document has been created as a guide for any 
Catholic parish, school, or organization to better 
embrace and respond to our calling as a synodal 
Church. All are invited to read the Report and Ten 
Best Practices at www.cdow.org/Synod.   

Are you ready to discover what matters 
most in life and how to prioritize those 
things?  
Do you long to feel satisfied at the end of 
the day, knowing that you've loved your 
family well?  
Are you desperate to create a life that 
you don't need to escape?  
Join us at St. Christopher's this Fall for 
an eight-week Bible study called Ordering 
Your Priorities.  
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We would like to thank 
POLYANSKY BUILDERS 

for sponsoring an ad in our weekly bulletin 

 
SUNDAY  SEPTEMBER 4 
23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 7 AM Helen Brawner +  
 9 AM Parishioners of St. Christopher’s 
 11:15 Tom Dushel + 
MONDAY  SEPTEMBER 5 
Labor Day 
  No Public Mass  
TUESDAY  SEPTEMBER 6 

 8 AM Daniel D. Friel + and June Friel + 
WEDNESDAY  SEPTEMBER 7 

 8 AM  John Adams + 
THURSDAY  SEPTEMBER 8 
Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 8 AM Intentions of Jim and Betty Reed 
FRIDAY   SEPTEMBER 9 
St. Peter Claver 
 8 AM Mindy Voelker + 
SATURDAY   SEPTEMBER 10 

 5 PM Robert Walkinshaw + 

  No Spanish Mass this week 

SUNDAY  SEPTEMBER 11 
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 7 AM Vickie Isaac + 
 9 AM Jack McCarthy + 

 11:15 Rita Callaway + 

 

 

 
There will be no Spanish 
Mass on September 10. 

Spend a Saturday with your Mother:  

Attend the Diocesan Marian Pilgrimage 

in New Castle. 

 

You are invited to 

join Bishop Koenig 

and parishioners 

from across Dela-

ware and Mary-

land’s Eastern 

Shore at the annual 

Diocese of Wil-

mington Marian 

Pilgrimage on Sat-

urday, October 1, 

2022 beginning at 9 

a.m. at Holy Spirit 

Church, 12 Winder Road, New Castle, Delaware. 

Come and meet W. Bruce Ingram, retired teacher 

of St. Mark’s High School and author of Lisieux’s 

Poet Laureate: Gems from Saint Thérèse’s Corre-

spondence and Immaculée Ilibagiza, author of the 

international best-seller, Left to Tell: Discovering 

God Amidst the Rwandan Holocaust. The day in-

cludes morning Mass, Rosary, Confessions, Eu-

charistic Adoration and Vigil Mass at 4 p.m. Visit 

the over two-story tall stainless steel Our Lady 

Queen of Peace statue created by master sculptor 

Charles Parks, which is located next to the church. 

For more informationvisit cdow.org/

MarianPilgrimage . 
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Men of St. Christopher – We will begin our next semester of That Man Is You (TMIY) 
on September 10 (mark your calendars). This year is another year of dynamic guest speakers 
and small group sessions.  

To ensure you receive all the announcements about the Men of St. Christopher offerings 
throughout the year. Please sign up here:  https://stchristopherschurch.flocknote.com/
signup/90022 or use the above QR Code: 
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