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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  

As we hear in the first letter to Timothy, “I was once a blas-
phemer and a persecutor and arrogant, but I have been merciful-
ly treated because I acted out of ignorance in my unbelief. In-
deed, the grace of our Lord has been abundant, along with the 
faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.” These words are a self-
indictment, an admittance to the area of what is lacking in him-
self.    

“I acted out of ignorance in my unbelief.” This phrase found 
within the pericope of Timothy’s Letter enables us to heighten 
our attention on the areas found within ourselves that need to be 
developed – the areas whereby we will be correctly informed so 
as not be caught within vincible ignorance.  Each of us has the 
ability to “know” what it is we need to be successful in this 
lifetime so as to garner success in the next.    

We recite our beliefs every week as a culminating act during 
the Liturgy of the Word.  We become informed through the 
recitation of Scripture, through the Homily, and with the mutual 
recitation of the Creed.  This is our way of “knowing” together 
what it is we understand.  There are areas, after all, that are par-
tially understood that over time can be developed into areas of 
full comprehension.  Some areas of understanding are brought 
about in the Mystery of the faith which is not born of ignorance 
but rather are fruits of prayer and contemplation.  

Each one of us is a participant in the Divine Classroom we call 
Life on Earth.  Each of us gathers information rightly to deter-
mine a measure of proper understanding. Unfortunately, there 
are many aspects of false teaching that exist in the world that 
each of us are supposed to be able to navigate with proper rea-
soning.  Forming ourselves is not a work of solitary invention; 
we must be students / disciples of the Divine Teacher who is 
Jesus Christ and His Church.  Faith and Reason is the mode of 
operation for all proper learning.  Without each aspect of these 
two branches formed correctly we will find ourselves in much 
confusion, disorder, turmoil, and conflict within ourselves and 
possibly with others.  

Each of us turns to Jesus Christ as our role model and our 
teacher.  He helps us know our potential and allows us to ma-
ture into people of likeminded faith.  As a parish, we participate 
in several programs:  Formed.org, which enables each person to 
have resources available to guide us in possessing knowledge in 
our faith – our relationship with God; That Man is You (TMIY)
for men; and Walking with Purpose for women.  

In order to sign up on the web page for Formed—just signup 
using Formed.org and when the page opens click in Sign up. 
Then follow the prompts and click on “sign up as a parishion-
er.” Then enter our parish zip code 21619, and you will then be 
able to use the Formed cite without cost.   

The other resources that are available for your use are found in 
the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ USCCB 
website usccb.org and the Vatican website where you can view 
the text of the Catechism of the Catholic Church.    

There is much to learn and the above websites / institutions are 
very helpful for empowering our potential in the area of  

knowledge and eradicating ignorance so we are enabled to act 
within the proper formation availed by our Divine Teacher 
within His Church.  

Pax Christi,  

Vy. Rev. John B. Gabage, V.F.             

Our Sunday Religious Ed classes start 
this weekend, Sunday, September 11. 
If you have not already registered for 
Religious Education, please contact 
Katie Sukley. Any student attending a 
class needs to have a registration on 
file.  

Catechetical Sunday is September 
18th where we celebrate all those who 
are catechists in our parish and all the 
parishes across the United States of 
America. This year and the theme is 
“This is my Body given for you.” If 
you are a Catechist for our Parish we 
would like to thank you for serving in 
this special role! 

Parent Confirmation Orientation Meeting Re-
minder: If your child is enrolled in Confirmation 
Prep for the upcoming year there is a required Par-
ent Meeting Thursday, September 22nd at 7PM.  

First Reconciliation Parent Orientation Meeting: 
If your child is enrolled in First Reconciliation/First 
Holy Communion Sacramental Prep for the upcom-
ing year there is a required Parent Meeting Thurs-
day, September 29th at 7PM. Everyone with chil-
dren who are preparing to receive First Communion 
this year must attend this meeting.  



 
24TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Please join us for the Fatima Rosary.   
 

We will meet to pray the Rosary at noon at the 
Our Lady of Fatima statue on the 13th of each 
month, May through October, in commemora-
tion of our Blessed Mother’s noon apparitions 
to Lucy Santos, St. Francesco and St. Jacinto 
on those dates in 1917.  Please bring your own 
lawn chair.  Our next date Tuesday, Septem-
ber 13. 

Men of St. Christopher—we began our next semes-
ter of That Man is You (TMIY) September 10.  This 
year is another year of dynamic guest speakers and 
small group sessions. 
 
To ensure you receive all the announcements about 
the Men of St. Christopher offerings throughout the 
year, please sign up here:  https://
stchristopherschurch.flocknote.com/signup/90022 
or scan his QR Code 

School has begun and so has our 
Backpack Program! We’ll be sup-
porting 3 local schools again. We’re 
in touch with the counselors and 
start delivering this week. You can 
help by donating to our Outreach 
food wagon outside of the parish 
hall.  

We will need individual shelf stable white and chocolate 
milk, Chef Boyardee individual bowls, tomato soup with 
pop top lids, snack pack pudding, small boxes of raisins 
(plain or yogurt covered) and snack bags of cookies or 
chips. Thank you! 

SOUP, SOUP, SOUP….Your St. 
Christopher’s Food Bank is in need 
of hearty soups—all kinds except 
for chicken noodle.  Thank you for 
your continued generosity to your 
neighbors in need. 

The Knights are holding our annual 
youth soccer shoot-out competition 
today, September 11, between the 
Masses. Come compete for prizes in 
different age categories.  
 
The Knights would like to thank 

Lowe's Bayshore Nursery & Garden Center 
here on Kent Island for donating the wood chips 
we used to cover the St. Christopher's Preschool 
playground. 
 
Today, Patriot Day, please remember and honor 
those who lost their lives in the horrific attacks 
on September 11, 2001.    
 
Knights, our next meeting will be September 13 
at 7:00 pm in the hall. If you ordered a shirt, 
you can pick it up at the meeting. If you can't 
make it, please contact Kenton Kilgore at ken-
tonkilgore@yahoo.com to arrange picking it up 
and paying for it.  
 
If you're a practicing Catholic man 18 years or 
older, and would like to help make your parish 
and community a better place, join the 
Knights! Please contact Phil Boos at phillip-
boos@hotmail.com, or 410-829-6769 to learn 
more.  
 

Bishop Koenig requested the 
Director of Permanent Diaconate 
to start planning for a new diac-
onate formation cohort. Over the 
next year, the current formation 
program will be evaluated and 

other options investigated. The Bishop wants to have 
the best program for future candidates. 
 
Inquiry Nights are being planned for September and 
October 2023, with the discernment period beginning 
in January 2024. More information will be shared as 
the plans are formalized. If you are interested in be-
ing informed as things progress, please add your 
name and information to the notification list using 
this link: www.tinyurl.com/45vhxkzx.                 
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SUNDAY  SEPTEMBER 11 
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 7 AM Vickie Isaac+  
 9 AM Jack McCarthy + 
 11:15 Rita Callaway + 
MONDAY  SEPTEMBER 12 

  No Public Mass  
TUESDAY  SEPTEMBER 13 
St. John Chrysostom 
 8 AM James R. Friel, Sr. and  
  Mary P. Friel + 
WEDNESDAY  SEPTEMBER 14 
The Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
 8 AM  Marian Allas + 
THURSDAY  SEPTEMBER 15 
Our Lady of Sorrows 
 8 AM Elaine Campbell + 
FRIDAY   SEPTEMBER 16 
St. Cornelius 
 8 AM Dick DeManss + 
SATURDAY   SEPTEMBER 17 

 5 PM Parishioners of St. Christopher’s 
SUNDAY  SEPTEMBER 18 
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 7 AM Anna Fionda + 
 9 AM Michael & Francis Shields + 

 11:15 Marie Hoeck + 

We would like to thank 
GW HOMES 

for sponsoring an ad in our weekly bulletin 

Basket Collections: 
Offertory August 25  
   $ 6,139.00 
Offertory September 4  
   $ 6,981.10 
Bldg & Maintenance September 
   $ 1,601.00 
 
Faith Direct (on-line) Collections: 
Offertory August  $25,608.00 

            Bldg & Maintenance August  
               $  3,301.00 

Recurring gifts can streamline your stewardship 
and sustain our parish throughout the year. 
You’ll provide consistent support that helps us 
always be at the ready with programs, services, 
and ministries for our church families and for 
those in need throughout the community. 
 
Sign up today by visiting www.FaithDirect.net   
and enter parish code MD758.  Thank you for 
your continued support of our parish family. 

 
Are you 70 1/2 or older and have an IRA? 
Do you take your annual Required Mini-
mum Distributions (RMDs) only because 
you have to?  
Consider the use of a qualified charitable 
distribution (QCD). A QCD can be used to 
satisfy part or all of your RMD (up to 
$100,000), and allows you to give directly 
to a charity without getting taxed on the 
distribution. Ask you financial advisor for 
further details.  



 
24TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

As women, we all have limits. Every day there 
will be things that we planned to do that are 
left unfinished. If only we could squeeze in a 

little bit more!  
A life well lived is made up of days when the 
things that are most important are done first 

and many good things remain undone.  
Ordering Your Priorities is an immensely 

practical Bible Study that will help you put 
the most important things first.  

Beginning in October, we have groups of 
women gathering on Monday evening, Thurs-
day morning and Thursday afternoon. We al-
so have the option to join a virtual group!  

Join us this Fall for Walking With Purpose at 
St. Christopher's for this eight-week Bible 

study.  
 Sign up online via Faith Direct: 
 www.stchristopherski.org/walking-with-
purpose 

Study Guide purchased separately 
on: www.walkingwithpurpose.com 

For more info, contact: Sally Proto, Coordinator at  
SProto@stchristopherski.org • (610) 246-0286. 
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