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Audrey Burgoon graduated from 
Salina Central this spring and will 
attend Kansas State University, 
majoring in Secondary Education 
Speech/Theatre.

Grace Holgerson graduated from 
Salina Central this spring and will 
attend Ft. Hays State University, 
majoring in English Education. 

Melissa Mahoney 
is a Salina South 
graduate and stu-
dent at Kansas State 
University, major-
ing in Secondary 
Education Biology.

Alora Nesting graduated from 
Salina Central this spring and will 
attend Emporia State University, 
majoring in Elementary Education.  

Hannah Rivers is a Salina Central 
graduate who is working as a para-
professional in a functional learn-
ing classroom.  She will be taking 
online courses at Ft. Hays State 
University to complete her teacher 
certification in secondary special 
education.  

Elaine Stineman is a Salina South 
graduate attending Wichita State 
University, majoring in Elementary 
Education.

2019 LIFT Recipients 
(Loan Initiative for Future Teachers)

From Left:  Elaine Stineman, Alora Nesting, Audrey Burgoon, Grace Holgerson, Hannah Rivers

Melisssa Mahoney

2019 Scholarship 
Recipients
Reuben R Montoy  

Memorial Scholarship  
Lanaisha Johnson 

Angelina Hope Schuman
David Jett Memorial Scholarship 

Grace Holgerson
Owen E Hodgson  

Memorial Scholarship   
Madison Stack 
Jacob Wilcox

Class of 1940 Scholarship 
Lauren Tubal

Class of 1933 Scholarship 
Thy Nguyen

Loan T Nguyen Scholarship 
Karter Granzella

Judy L Wright Scholarship 
Spencer Einhaus

Helen and James Maupin 
Scholarship 

Angelina Hope Schuman

Teacher Scholarships
NEA Salina Educator Scholarship 

Kerry Ingram  
CKCIE Visually Impaired

Michele Palmgren, Salina South High
Nancy Whitehair Ribble  
Memorial Scholarship 

Anna Dechant  
Lakewood Middle School

Mary and A. Jay Andersen 
Scholarship 

Lacie Stewart, Schilling Elementary
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From the Chair
As another academic 
year comes to a close, 
I am pleased to report 
that the Salina Educa-
tion Foundation has 
had another success-
ful year. Once again, 
SEF did what it does 
best: provide support to the teachers and 
students of USD 305. In total, over $25,000 
was awarded to teachers across the district 
by way of the Outside the Box and 21st 
Century grants. Those grant dollars went 
to specifically fund classroom projects and 
fieldtrips that may not have otherwise been 
possible. SEF also awarded $400 to every 
elementary and secondary school’s library 
for the purchase of student-selected books. 
Additionally, six outstanding young people 
just recently accepted their Loan Initia-
tive for Future Teachers (LIFT), which 
will provide each of them with financial 

support as they work their way towards 
becoming teachers. The LIFT program 
also ensures that each recipient will have 
a teaching job upon graduation, and also 
helps guarantee USD 305 will have a crop 
of young talented teachers coming to the 
district in the near future. 

The importance of supporting public 
education cannot be stressed enough due 
to the positive impact it can have on an 
individual’s life and the community as a 
whole. Much of who I am, and what I have 
achieved has been because of education. 
Having been born and raised in Salina, I 
have USD 305 to thank for providing me 
with a solid foundation from which I could 
grow. Based on the impact that education 
can have, ensuring that our teachers have 
the support they need is vital. That’s why 
I view SEF as being such an important 
organization in our community. Given the 

mission of SEF, I have appreciated the op-
portunity to support SEF by serving on the 
Board of Trustees for the past three years, 
and having now served as the Chair for the 
past year. 

USD 305 provides great support to teach-
ers and students, but school funding is 
limited. SEF, for decades, has been there 
to provide that added boost of support to 
allow for opportunities that students might 
not have had otherwise. However, none of 
what SEF does would be possible without 
the support of our donors. To all of those 
who have supported SEF in the past, I 
sincerely thank you, and I ask that you 
continue to be our partners in the future 
so that SEF may continue to offer the as-
sistance to our teachers and students for 
years to come.

Jeff Norris, Chair 
Board of Trustees

Salina Education Foundation 2019-2020 Grants 
The SEF is proud to announce the grants 
for next school year. Our focus is on 
creative and innovative project-based 
grants. Why project-based? Students are 
active, not passive; a project engages their 
hearts and minds and provides real-world 
relevance for learning. Students not only 
understand content more deeply but 
also learn how to take responsibility and 
build confidence, solve problems, work 
collaboratively, communicate ideas, and 
be creative innovators.

Outside-the-Box Grants  
reward creativity aimed at expanding 
students’ understanding of their 
community and the world.

Carolyn Goodwin, Meadowlark Ridge 
Students in EBD (Emotional and Behavior 
Disorders) and TLC (Therapeutic Learning 
Program) will travel to community sites 
like Lakewood Discovery Center and Sun-
nyside Pumpkin Patch where they will put 
into practice social and life skills they have 
been taught in classrooms. Skills such as 
following directions, obeying rules, work-
ing as a team, and learning personal and 
group responsibilities will be reinforced on 
these trips.

Gina Turner, Meadowlark Ridge 
Students who read a required number of 
books will travel to Emporia to meet the 
authors who win the William Allen White 
Children’s Book Award. While in Emporia, 
students will also visit the White home (Red 
Rocks), drive past the Emporia Gazette, 
which White owned, and visit Peter Pan 
Park, the land White donated to the city of 
Emporia. Students from other schools who 
read the required number of books will be 
included in this wonderful trip.

Erica Allen, South Middle Poetry will 
come alive for 7th grade students when Cash 
Hollistah works with individual classes to 
discuss literary techniques like alliteration 
and metaphors in order to write original 
poems. The students will write their own 
lyric poem, using the techniques that Cash 
teaches, and present it to their classes as a 
rap or poetry slam. The poets will also share 
their original creations with their school 
and the school community during Parent/
Teacher Conferences in February.

Amy Frost, South Middle Career and 
Life Planning students will explore a wide 
variety of options for college, career, and 
other post-secondary opportunities by 
attending the ESSDACK Career Expo in 

Hutchinson. When the 8th graders return, 
they will use salary information gathered 
from their choices and create multiple sce-
narios of budgets based upon their choices. 
They will develop a good understanding of 
how a career choice impacts their future.

Taylor Urban South Middle The South 
Middle Garden Club will plant and care 
for a vegetable garden. Students will learn 
about agricultural practices and the impact 
on the environment, the importance of 
pollinators, and sustainability. Real-life 
application to biology lessons they are 
learning in classrooms will be emphasized. 
Students will plant seeds, learn how to 
identify and repel common weeds and 
pests, learn the benefits of composting and 
companion planting, and how to harvest. 
Parents will be encouraged to participate.

21st Century  
Advantage Grants  
support creative and innovative  
classroom projects.

Molly Cherry, Cottonwood The Cotton-
wood Culture Club will encourage second 
language students to learn about their 
heritage by participating in even more 

See 2019 GRANTS, page 3
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activities through Salina’s Arts Infusion 
Program. By sharing cultural awareness to 
Cottonwood and the community, students 
will embrace their heritage while learning 
to speak English. Bilingual library books 
will be added to foster and maintain stu-
dents’ native language as well as improve 
their understanding of English.

Kylee Flaherty, Heusner Special educa-
tion students will work with interactive 
blocks that can be used to teach all areas of 
mathematics from basic number skills to 
algebra. Hands-on investigation will help 
to make difficult math concepts come to 
life as students compare height of the num-
bers (each block is the numeric height in 
inches of the number), swap out a number 
and replace with two numbers (addition), 
and even do multiplication by turning the 
one-inch blocks on their side to create dif-
ferent combinations of numbers.

Elizabeth Kinnion, Lakewood Lake-
wood’s library will create a Makerspace 
where students have the opportunity 
to think creatively and problem-solve. 
Materials provided would add to current 
activities such as origami and would target 
Science, Technology, Math, and Artistic 
endeavors. Students will build their own 
robots and collaborate to make Lego de-
signs. Makerspace can be a collaborative as 
well as an individual creative process. 

Lisa Hall, Meadowlark Ridge At-risk 
students will use text evidence to support 
their thinking. Hands-on materials focus 
on a variety of reading comprehension 
skills such as: making inferences, compar-
ing and contrasting, identifying the main 
idea and point of view, and finding key 
details. All of the activities are between 
15-30 minutes and use both fiction and 
non-fiction texts.

Amber Bohm, Meadowlark Ridge Spe-
cial Education students will continue the 
Kindness Project that was started in 2016. 
The students in the Therapeutic Learning 
Classroom will experience first-hand the 
power of being kind. Students work on 
building character and practicing social 
skills while planning and carrying out the 
kindness projects. These projects include 
making and giving crafts, volunteering, 
and donating. Some of the community en-
tities that the children will help include the 
food bank, the fire department, the Salina 

Animal Shelter, and the Morrison House.

Carolyn Goodwin, Meadowlark Ridge 
Special education students will learn how 
to de-escalate and return to a task by using 
sensory items that are specifically designed 
to help individuals develop and engage 
their senses. These can include lights, col-
ors, sounds, and soft play objects. Sensory 
needs can occur several times during the 
day and by having various materials avail-
able, students can learn what works best to 
calm themselves.

Corey Ritter, Meadowlark Ridge Stu-
dents will appreciate high-interest books 
that can be read individually. It is a huge 
disappointment for students to try to read 
books that are below their maturity level, 
so books will be ordered that are high 
interest and low level reading. The goal is 
to engage reluctant readers and get them 
interested in reading again. If students are 
able to read independently with age-ap-
propriate reading material, they will want 
to read more, which in turn will increase 
their reading ability and assessment.

Kay Barriger, Oakdale K-2 students will 
be introduced to the coding process using 
the “Code and Go Mouse.” The device 
would integrate more technology into K-2 
library lessons and allow students to see 
a connection between math, science, and 
reading. Students work in pairs to program 
the mouse in sequential steps and then test 
those steps with various activities. The goal 
is to build reasoning and problem-solving 
skills while encouraging communication 
and teamwork.

Janet Sauber, South Middle The library’s 
Makerspace will add “Cubelets” and Keva 
Planks to continue to attract students to 
the space where they can build, create, 
take risks, and learn while having fun. The 
Cubelets are small cubes that have different 
functions, like power source, motion sen-
sor, or mobility that students use to build 
simple robots. Keva Planks are hardwood 
planks of wood that fit in the palm of your 
hand. The planks encourage self-directed 
building and can be a collaborative or 
individual activity.

Elizabeth Burke, South High South 
High’s Library will be a buzzing place 
with their new book club (Overbooked), 
Maker Event’s Challenges, art projects, 
STEM challenges and community service 
projects. Materials will be provided that 

encourage creativity and problem solving 
through social learning. Books that have 
received praise from the American Library 
Association will be selected by the club. 
The goal is to increase student participa-
tion in library events as well as reading.

Gary Seibel, South High Career and 
Technical Education students will use cut-
ting edge technology by using a 3D printer 
to make prototypes. The 3D printer allows 
students to assemble and test ideas or 
designs in a short period of time. Evaluat-
ing functionality and design is a vital part 
of engineering and having a working pro-
totype in less than an hour simulates real 
work product production. The printer will 
encourage students to brainstorm, develop 
product concept, 3D design the product, 
3D print the product, and evaluate and put 
the product in production.

Shelly Parks, Stewart Kindergarten 
students (4 classrooms) will enjoy the new 
STEAM (science, engineering, art, and 
mathematics) materials that will engage 
students in sensory and specifically in 
fine motor skills. In addition to the four 
classrooms receiving Lego tables and light 
tables, the materials will be rotated to the 
common room to constantly change stu-
dent activities. Literacy units may encour-
age students to build the Three Little Pigs’ 
houses or the Gingerman’s bridge. Math 
concepts can be reinforced by using the 
light tables and Lego tables where students 
can create their own math stories. 

Trustee Byron Norris presents a certificate to Lisa Hall, 
Meadowlark Ridge.

2019 Grants from page 2



YES! I want the BEST for all students in 
the Salina School District! Gifts are tax 
deductible to the extent allowed by law.

$3000 or more 21st Century Club
$1000-2999 SEF Benefactor
$500-999 SEF Patron
$100-499 SEF Supporter
$10-99 SEF Friend
Please send more information

____________________________________________________________
NAME

____________________________________________________________
ADDRESS

____________________________________________________________
CITY, STATE, ZIP

Make checks payable to:

Salina Education Foundation
PO Box 797
Salina, KS 67402-0797

Help Make A Difference. JOIN SEF TODAY!
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Our Mission
To promote and support 

educational excellence by 
providing resources to enhance 
opportunities for the students and 
staff of Salina’s public schools.
As part of this mission, the trustees 
of the Foundation:

Manage and grow endowment funds, 
grants, and gifts for specific schools, 
programs, and scholarships

Award grants to teachers seeking to 
enhance instruction

Identify and support, through 
forgivable loans, outstanding Saline 
County residents seeking to become 
teachers in USD 305

Build community awareness and 
support of the Salina Education 
Foundation

Our Vision
Uniting the community to 

support excellent public schools

Our Mission
To promote and support 

educational excellence by 
providing resources to enhance 
opportunities for the students and 
staff of Salina’s public schools.
As part of this mission, the trustees 
of the Salina Education Foundation:

Manage and grow endowment funds, 
grants, and gifts for specific schools, 
programs, and scholarships

Award grants to teachers seeking to 
enhance instruction

Identify and support, through 
forgivable loans, outstanding Saline 
County residents seeking to become 
teachers in USD 305

Build community awareness and 
support of the Salina Education 
Foundation

Our Vision
Uniting the community to 

support excellent public schools

1511 Gypsum
P.O. Box 797

Salina, Kansas 67402-0797
785-309-4729

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Friend us on facebook!

Board of Trustees, 2018-19
Jeff Norris ........................................Chair
Kristy Rodriguez ......................Vice Chair
Byron Norris .............................Secretary
Bill Sturges ...............................Treasurer
Valerie Andrews
Roxanne Bell
Kate Bycroft
Gary Denning
Katy Ebert
Nedra Elbl
Dirk Hutchinson
James Lambert
Amy Stonebraker

George Troutfetter
Taylor Urban
Jeanie Warner

Executive Director
Pam McIntyre

Ex-officio Member
Dr. James R. Hardy
Superintendent

Lacie Stewart, Sunset Elementary, receives the Mary and A. Jay Andersen Teacher Scholarship from Principal Darrell 
Burgoon and Ex. Director Pam McIntyre

Coming May 23, 2020!


