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Salina Education Foundation’s annual Fall Breakfast is a treasured 
tradition. It allows us to share a meal and celebrate the wonderful 
things you make possible for students and staff in Salina Public Schools. 
Typically we feature a program or two which have been funded through 
your support. 

Stephanie Spinner’s Aliens For Breakfast tells the story of young Richard 
Bickerstaff enjoying a bowl of cereal at the breakfast table. Before 
finishing his first meal of the day, Richard discovers that his cereal bowl 
is home to a real live, wisecracking alien named Aric. Planning to host a 
public celebration this year seemed a bit like waking up to discover that 
there was an actual alien in our cereal bowl. In the spirit of Richard & 
Aric’s determined teamwork, we decided instead to produce this booklet 
called, An Alien Ate My Breakfast. The cover artwork was created by 
Meadowlark Ridge Elementary student Ryan Dupy with some assistance 
from his mom Megan, a Salina Education Foundation Trustee. 

In the following pages you’ll hear from Jeff Norris, Salina Education 
Foundation’s Chair, and Linn Exline, Superintendent of Salina Public 
Schools. Additionally, we’ve chosen to feature some Sudden Opportunity 
Grants. These grants assist teachers and other staff in addressing 
unforeseen opportunities that arise, but can be quickly addressed with 
some support from the Salina Education Foundation. As staff and 
students adjust to a rapidly changing environment, Sudden Opportunity 
Grants are more important than ever.

Thank you to everyone for your support of the Salina Education 
Foundation. You make it happen. Special thanks to the following 
sponsors for traveling this non-traditional “unbreakfast” journey with us:

  Bank of Tescott             Clark, Mize & Linville
Hickory Hut BBQ           Jones, Gillam & Renz

Woods & Durham

With full appreciation for all you’ve made possible this year, we’re looking 
forward to hosting you for the traditional in-person breakfast in the fall 
of 2021.  Thank you!  

Michael Chambers 
Executive Director



As we all know, the 2020-21 school year has begun under very unique 
circumstances. All USD 305 administrators and teachers are adapting  
to these unprecedented times and are thinking outside the box in order 
to ensure Salina’s students continue to learn and grow. As always, the 
Salina Education Foundation is ready and able to continue its support 
of USD 305, making available, through Salina Education Foundation’s 
multiple grant programs, classroom projects and learning opportunities 
that might not otherwise be possible. 

Salina Education Foundation’s support of USD 305, however, would 
not be possible without our donors. On behalf of Salina Education 
Foundation Board of Trustees, I want to thank all of our donors for 
your generosity and your continued support. In order to ensure that 
Salina Education Foundation is able to continue its grant programs, 
scholarships, and to grow its Loan Initiative for Future Teachers (LIFT),  
I kindly request your continued financial support so that Salina 
Education Foundation is able to fulfil its many important goals and 
missions all in support of USD 305 teachers and students.  

Jeff Norris
Chair 
Board of Trustees

The last six months have been filled with alien challenges and hidden 
opportunities. Just like Richard, the main character in Aliens for 
Breakfast, Salina educators have all been making decisions on a limited 
timeline.  While Richard had five days to save the world, Salina educators 
had a short time to reimagine education for Salina students. 

As we begin school, temperature checks, hourly handwashing, social 
distancing, and partially online instruction will be alien to our students. 
Soon, these safety precautions will become the new norm as staff build 
the classroom communities that our students have come to expect. 
Kindergarten will engage in creative play and shared reading. Sixth 
graders will experience changing classes and develop new friends.  
High school students will engage in advanced courses, internships, co-
curricular and extracurricular activities as they prepare for life after high 
school. What will be different is how education is delivered, how students 
interact, and the use of technology to connect students for education 
when they are unable to be together.  

Whether engaged in innovative recruiting through the LIFT program, 
highlighting student talent through 305 Live, or supporting creative ways 
to add interest to classroom learning, Salina Education Foundation has 
been a proponent of reimagining education for years. Now more than 
ever, educators must take advantage of multiple instructional methods to 
engage students. The resources made possible by generous contributions 
to the Salina Education Foundation support Salina teachers as they 
transform instruction and personalize education for our students as we 
face the alien landscape ahead. 

Linn M. Exline
Superintendent
USD 305 Salina Public Schools

Pam McIntyre retired June 30th after 26 years as Salina 
Education Foundation’s Executive Director. The Board 
of Trustees had hoped to publically recognize Pam 
at this year’s breakfast. Sadly, the current pandemic 
doesn’t allow us to do that safely.

As a way to honor Pam and her many significant 
contributions to Salina Public Schools, the Board of 

Trustees has created the Pam McIntyre Teacher Scholarship. Those who 
wish to recognize Pam upon her retirement may send a card or make 
a contribution to the McIntyre Scholarship at the Salina Education 
Foundation, P.O. Box 797, Salina, KS  67402-0797.  



Sudden Opportunity Grants
Because of you, more than $7,000 in Sudden Opportunity Grant funds 
are available to teachers throughout the school year. Sudden Opportunity 
Grants are available at any time and are a quick way to make great 
projects happen. Individual grants are limited to $200 and the funds are 
made available immediately. Take a closer look at some of the things 
you’ve made happen this year. 

Messy Math - Sabrina Patrick 
is a second grade teacher at Sunset 
Elementary. With COVID in mind 
she identified an opportunity to 
use non-traditional materials for 
hands on learning math concepts. 
Items such as pretzel sticks and 
M&Ms are utilized to model units 
of 10 and 1. Patrick stated, “these 
activities will be spread out over the school year and allow the class to 
participate in individualized kinesthetic learning by using food and other 
craft supplies as manipulatives.”

Classroom Art Supplies - South High School 
Special Education Instructor, Victoria Kelley 
identified that because of the COVID pandemic 
students would not be able to share art supplies 
this school year. In her application, Kelley stated, 
“Functional Learning Class students have very 
specific special needs. Grant funds will allow 
students to create individualized works of art.” For 

their first project, students created 
a Jungle Cats bulletin board. Kelley 
stated, “students had a ‘wild’ time 
creating their individual Jungle 
Cats. Some gave their cats very 
unique whiskers and others wanted 
their whiskers to be straight. Each 
student created their own and did 

the work themselves.” Another project allowed each student to create tie 
dye masks. Students created masks for themselves as well as teachers and 
administrators.   

Painted Lady Butterfly Kits - 
Sherry Jackson wanted to create a 
memorable learning experience for 
all 60 fifth graders at Grace Stewart 
Elementary. An opportunity to 
purchase Painted Lady butterfly 
larvae presented itself and Jackson 
seized the moment by securing 

grant funds from the Salina Education Foundation. Jackson was able to 
purchase 70 larvae, food, cups and a Butterfly Farm pop up cage. Jackson 
said, “Ecosystems and life cycles are part of our science curriculum. 
The butterfly kits help provide a real world opportunity to observe 
the transformation from egg, to caterpillar, to cocoon, then finally to 
butterfly.”

World Language Lingt.com 
Access - Central High School 
World Language Instructor Jan 
Denning recognized Lingt.com as 
an opportunity to engage students 
in a different way. During the 
pandemic, high school students 
across the district attend class 
in person two days per week. 
Denning was concerned about students missing opportunities to  
practice language skills face to face on the days they attend class virtually.  

Lingt.com allows teachers to facilitate 
directed conversations and provide real-
time feedback on pronunciation and 
comprehension.  Denning stated, “I love 
the new website! It is exciting to know 
that students aren’t losing any of the 
speaking activities simply because they 
are learning from home.”
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