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LIFT Recipients
2022 LIFT Recipients  
Salina Education Foundation has 
announced the LIFT Recipients for 
2022. The LIFT program awards up to 
$5,000 in forgivable loans for each year 
a student is working towards a teaching 
degree. For each year the recipient 
teaches in a USD 305 school, $5,000 
of the loan is forgiven. LIFT is funded 
through the generosity of people in our 
community and helps us grow our own 
teachers. 

Michael Chambers, the Education 
Foundation’s executive director said, 
“This is the largest group of LIFT 
Recipients selected in a single year. 
Given the current shortage of teachers, 
our trustees felt that increasing the 
number of available LIFT awards this 
year was one way Salina Education 
Foundation could help make a difference 
in Salina Public Schools.” “The LIFT 
program is very competitive and this 
year’s recipients join the long list 
of others who have demonstrated a 
commitment to becoming teachers and 
making a difference in our community 
through education”, said Chambers. 

Lauren Allen-  
Lauren is a graduate 
of Southeast of Saline 
High School and attends 
Oklahoma Baptist 
University. She is 
majoring in Elementary 
Education and will graduate in 2024. 
Lauren shared in her application essay, 
“my creative nature and love of music 
and art will be an asset in connecting 
with my students.”

Madisyn Ehrlich-  
Madisyn will graduate from 
Sacred Heart High School 
in May of 2022, then attend 
Kansas Wesleyan Universi-
ty and major in Elementary 
Education. Madisyn shared 
that she believes, “there is no better way 
to have a positive influence, and no great 
responsibility, than to be a teacher.” 

Diana Geist- Diana grad-
uated from Salina South 
High School in 2021. She 
currently attends Empo-
ria State University and 
majors in Elementary 
Education. Diana stated, 
“I currently work at the Early Childhood 
Education Center at ESU and in the sum-
mers I work at the Salina YMCA. I love 
working with kids and watching them 
grow and develop into wonderful people.”  

Megan Householter-  
Megan graduated from 
Salina South High School 
in 2021. She is majoring in 
Secondary Education with 
an emphasis in History at 
Fort Hays State University. 
Megan says, “I plan to teach middle school 
history because I enjoy looking at the past 
to see the connection to the present and 
future.” 

Hannah Kipp-  
Hannah is a 2021 gradu-
ate of Salina South High 
School. She attends Kansas 
State University and is 
majoring in Secondary 
Education with an emphasis in English & 
Journalism. In her application essay, Han-
nah shared, “I found my passion for teach-

ing when I attended the 2019 Journalism 
Education Association (JEA) Conference 
in Washington D.C. I currently volunteer 
with the JEA organization and assist with 
the High School conferences held in differ-
ent U.S. cities each year.”

Paige Musselwhite- Paige 
Musselwhite graduated 
from Salina South High 
School in 2018. She cur-
rently attends Kansas State 
University and works as 
an Instructional Assistant 
in USD 305. Paige shared, 
“teaching is an opportunity to help kids 
realize they can have fun while learning.”  

Zac Salas- Zac will gradu-
ate in May from Salina 
South High School. He 
will attend Bethany Col-
lege in Lindsborg and ma-
jor in Music Education. In 
his application essay Zach 
said, “I have always had 
an affinity for helping others and teaching 
younger students, especially when it comes 
to playing an instrument. This semester I 
have been able to use a flex schedule so that 
I can assist my band director with middle 
school band.”

Kamryn Sitton- Kamryn 
graduated from Salina 
South High School in 
2021. She currently at-
tends McPherson College 
and majors in Elementary 
Education. Kamryn said, 
“I believe a person’s child-
hood forms their entire 
life and how they view the world. Teachers 
can have a huge impact on a child’s life and 
what they choose to do with themselves.”



Page 2 Salina Education Foundation

Ebert Family Ensures South  
High Special Fund’s Success
Teachers are often the first to hear from 
students about the barriers to success 
they are experiencing. Several years ago, 
teachers and administrators at South High 
formed a group to identify and address 
barriers to success for individual students. 
When a particular student was referred 
to the group, the 
individual members 
would brainstorm 
on how to secure the 
resources needed to 
remove barriers. 

Dr. Curtis Stevens, 
who was the princi-
pal at South High at 
the time this group 
was formed, took the 
initiative to establish 
an endowment fund 
with the Salina Edu-
cation Foundation. His hope was that over 
time the fund would grow to the point 
where staff and administrators had access 
to funds that could be used to quickly 
remove barriers for students. 

Ken and Karen Ebert had heard about the 
fund and inquired how they could help 
support it. The Ebert’s youngest child, Jus-
tin is a teacher and coach at South High. 
Early in their married life, Ken was a high 
school teacher and coach. Karen said, “Ken 
and I were both really involved in our kid’s 
school and sports activities, and we often 
found our home was the place that kids 
gathered.” 

Michael Chambers, Salina Education 
Foundation’s Executive Director met with 
the Eberts and highlighted the fund’s 

objectives. He let them know that the fund 
had been started several years earlier, but 
was growing slowly and hadn’t met the 
requirements for an endowment. That was 
exactly what the Ken and Karen were look-
ing for. Ken said, “all of our kids had great 
experiences in school and when we heard 

of this fund, we wanted to make a differ-
ence for kids that didn’t necessarily have all 
the things our kids had.” 

Late in 2021 the Salina based, Earl Bane 
Foundation made a gift to help address 
barriers for individual students at South 
High. A staff member at South High also 
created an on-line fundraiser to help grow 
the fund. Chambers said, “the Ebert’s gift 
pushed the fund over the goal line and en-
sured that this resource was permanently 
available to help students!” Karen Ebert 
said, “we hope others will consider adding 
to the fund so that it grows to help many, 
many students”. To contribute to this fund, 
or any of the Salina Education Founda-
tion’s other funds, or to establish your own 
fund, please contact Michael Chambers at 
785/309-4729.

From the Director
A few months ago I 
was awake really early 
on a Saturday morn-
ing. I couldn’t sleep and 
thought I might as well 
get out of bed and be 
productive. I decided to 
take my dogs for a nice 
long walk. 

I was several blocks away from my house 
and it was still dark outside. A white SUV 
drove slowly past me, then stopped sud-
denly. The SUV began to back up slowly. 
At this point, I began to get nervous. As 
the vehicle pulled even with me the driver’s 
window began to descend. I surveyed my 
surroundings and quickly calculated the 
probability of making a successful escape. 
Since I’m out of shape and had two semi-
obedient dogs on leashes, I decided I’d bet-
ter stay in one spot and hope that I could 
use my words to diffuse any danger.  

When the window finally came all the way 
down I was delighted to see a friendly face. 
Katrina Paradis was also awake early and 
on her way to pick up students for a Foren-
sics Tournament in Wichita. We chatted 
for a few minutes, then both went on with 
our day! As calm settled on me, I was 
reminded of the many instances in which 
teachers and other school staff are awake 
early, or late so that their students have the 
best opportunities for success. 

Emails from students and parents arrive at 
unusual hours, and get answered. Student 
groups and clubs meet before or after 
school and staff are there to open the doors 
and welcome the students. Early starts and 
late stops are routine for teachers, adminis-
trators and staff. Salina Education Founda-
tion is fortunate and grateful to have your 
support. Your generosity supports the 
school personnel who get up early and go 
to bed late while going the extra mile for 
our students. Thank you!

Michael Chambers 
Executive Director

Match Madness 
Thank you to everyone who supported 
Salina Education Foundation at Match 
Madness on March 24th. Trustee, Jeff 
Norris represented SEF in the Bill Grevas 
Free Throw and BE Wealth Half Court 
Contests. His efforts netted an additional 
$100 for our endowment. Your gifts help 
build our endowment and provide support 
for classroom projects. Together we raised 
$4420 to provide support for students and 

teachers. You impact today and transform 
tomorrow. Thank you!
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Memorial Gifts
We honor the lives of Ann Jett and Don 
Heath and thank their families for naming 
the Salina Education Foundation as recipi-
ents of their memorial gifts. 

Ann Jett was an English teacher at Central 
High School for many years. After retire-
ment she served as a trustee for the Salina 
Education Foundation.  

Don Heath was a teacher and adminis-
trator in USD 305 for many years. After 
retirement he worked in real estate and 
private business in Salina. 

Honoring the life, recognizing the work, 
or celebrating a special occasion of a loved 
one is a wonderful to support the work of 
the Salina Education Foundation. Let us 
help you honor your important people: 
Michael.chambers@usd305.com, or call 
785/309-4729.

New Funds
Ethan Michael Sankey Scholarship Fund 
Ethan was a gifted, kind and humble 
student and graduated from South High 
School in 2020. His life was cut short when 
he passed away unexpectedly in his second 
year of college at KU. Ethan aspired to 
greatness and his positivity and ambition 
were infectious. To honor Ethan’s memory 
and the way he lived his life, his family 
established the Ethan Michael Sankey 
Memorial Scholarship to be awarded an-
nually to a graduating senior from South 
High School. Guadalupe Gonzalez is the 
first recipient of the Ethan Michael Sankey 
Scholarship Award. 

Eloise Hodgson Lynch Memorial  
Scholarship Fund and Hodgson-Lynch 
Teacher Scholarship Fund 
Eloise Hodgson Lynch was the daughter 
of Owen & Ella Hodgson. She graduated 
from Salina High School in 1945. She 
obtained her undergraduate degree from 
Kansas Wesleyan and received a Master’s 
Degree in Education from Kansas State 
University and a PhD in Education from 
University of Kansas. She taught in USD 
305 at Roosevelt Lincoln, then at South 
High School. Eloise was passion about 
students and teaching, believing that 
education was a cornerstone for personal 

development and means towards a better 
humanity. She received the Kansas Master 
Teacher Award in 1987, the same award 
her father, and her lifelong role model 
received in 1960. At the end of her teach-
ing career Eloise embarked on a career in 
politics and was elected to three terms in 
the Kansas House of Representatives. 

On April 1, 2021 Eloise passed away in 
Prairie Village, Kansas. Her three sons, 
Jack, Matt and Will have established the 
Eloise Hodgson Lynch Memorial Scholar-
ship Fund to honor their mother. Each 
year, this fund will provide scholarships 
to 2 graduating seniors from South High 
School and 2 graduating seniors from 
Central High School. Additionally, they 
established the Hodgson-Lynch Teacher 
Scholarship as a way to honor the public 
school teaching legacies of their grand-
father and their mother. The Hodgson-
Lynch Teacher Scholarship will award a 
scholarship annually to a USD 305 teacher 
working towards an advanced degree. 

To contribute to these funds, or any of 
the other funds held at Salina Education 
Foundation, or to establish your own 
fund, please contact Michael Chambers at 
785/309-4729.

Student Scholarship 
Winners

Owen E. Hodgson Scholarship
Grace Allen, South High School 

Candace Gomendoza, Central High School

Class of 1940 Scholarship
Parker Kavanagh, Central High School

Class of 1933 Scholarship
Jillian DeVoe, Central High School

Reuben Montoy Scholarship
Guadalupe Gonzales, South High School 
Mackenzie Nutter, Central High School

Loan T. Nguyen Scholarship
Guadalupe Gonzalez, South High School

James and Helen Maupin Scholarship
Addelyn Weishaar, South High School

Millennium Scholarship
Karson Griffin, Central High School

Ethan M. Sankey Scholarship
Guadalupe Gonzalez, South High School

Teacher 
Scholarships

Mary and A. Jay  
Andersen Teacher 

Scholarship

Morgan Soldan

Pam McIntyre 
Scholarship

Nikki Chamberlain

NEA Salina Education 
Scholarship

Richelle Ross 
Oakdale

Orlando Carmona  
South High School

Len Lenkiewicz 
Scholarship

Carol Allen

Nancy Whitehair  
Ribble Scholarship

Jennifer Griffin
Lakewood Middle School

Nuss Teachers  
of the Year 

Tina Layton  
Meadowlark Ridge

Melanie Hammond 
South High School



YES! I want the BEST for all students in 
the Salina School District! Gifts are tax 
deductible to the extent allowed by law.

n  $3000 or more 21st Century Club
n  $1000-2999 SEF Benefactor
n  $500-999 SEF Patron
n  $100-499 SEF Supporter
n  $10-99 SEF Friend
n  Please send more information

____________________________________________________________
NAME

____________________________________________________________
ADDRESS

____________________________________________________________
CITY, STATE, ZIP

Make checks payable to:

Salina Education Foundation
PO Box 797
Salina, KS 67402-0797

      Contribute via PayPal:

Help Make A Difference. Join Salina Education Foundation Today!Join Salina Education Foundation Today!
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Friend us on facebook!

We’re also on twitter.

And instagram too!

Board of Trustees, 2021-22
Amy Stonebraker .............................Chair
Katy Ebert .................................Secretary
Bill Sturges ...............................Treasurer
Jeff Norris ............................... Past Chair

Samantha Angell
Mark Bandre’
Megan Dupy
Dirk Hutchinson
Dana Kossow
James Lambert
Katrina Paradis
Michelle Peck

Crystal Stuart
Bonnie Welty

Executive Director 
Michael Chambers

Ex Officio Member 
Linn Exline 
Superintendent

Our Mission
To promote and support 
educational excellence by 
providing resources to enhance 
opportunities for the students and 
staff of Salina’s public schools.
As part of this mission, the trustees 
of the Salina Education Foundation:

Manage and grow endowment funds, 
grants, and gifts for specific schools, 
programs, and scholarships

Award grants to teachers seeking to 
enhance instruction

Identify and support, through 
forgivable loans, outstanding Saline 
County residents seeking to become 
teachers in USD 305

Build community awareness and 
support of the Salina Education 
Foundation

Our Vision
Uniting the community to 
support excellent public schools

Create a lasting legacy and include Salina Education Foundation in your estate plan.


