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Giving is the most important and vital source of funding for Villa Angela-
St. Joseph High School. Each year all members of the VASJ community – 
board of advisors, alumni/ae, faculty, staff, parents and friends – are asked 
to support our students and the school with a contribution to the Merici-
Chaminade Fund. These funds are used to assist with the operating expenses 
that tuition does not cover.

The Villa Angela-St. Joseph community is united and bonded to one another through 
Jesus Christ in a faith that is nurtured through community experiences and service 
to others. Gifts to VASJ allow us to educate students to transform the world. Our 
students learn to embrace and respect differences in our society and develop critical 
thinking skills to search for truth.

Students at Villa Angela-St. Joseph High School come together in a family-like 
environment that inspires them to achieve as individuals while being committed 
members of a vibrant school community. It is a place where students can not only 
deepen their relationship with Christ, but develop their intellect, follow their passions 
and assert their individuality. Revenue from the Merici-Chaminade Fund gives 
students the opportunity to create high school memories that will last a lifetime.

Villa Angela-St. Joseph graduates are young men and women who are prepared for 
leadership and committed to service as they face the challenges of college and life 
ahead. At VASJ, students can customize their studies to fit their interests, and it is not 
uncommon to find AP students finding their inner chef in the Culinary Arts program 
or building their own furniture in the Industrial Arts department. Ninety-eight 
percent of VASJ students 
go on to further education 
at distinguished colleges 
and universities across the 
country. 

Make your gift today 
and transform the life 
of a student!

You can contribute by mailing a gift in the enclosed 
contribution envelope or by visiting www.vasj.com.

Villa Angela-St.Joseph High School
Merici-chaMinade Fund

2011
2012
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One of our students stopped me in the hallway not 
long ago. He had a question: “Mr. Osborne, is it really 
cool to come back and be president of the school you 
went to?”

“You know what?” I said. “It is very cool.”
It is, in fact, beyond cool to be with students whose 

school spirit rivals our own spirit from “back in the 
day.” It is beyond cool to work with faculty, coaches 
and staff members whose enthusiasm, dedication 
and talent are all focused on preparing yet another 
generation of young men and women for lives as 
Christian leaders.

When I reflect on my own experiences as a student 
here, I am filled with gratitude for those who taught my 
classmates and me the true meaning of success. Jack 
Veasey and John Storey – both of whom are colleagues 
now – come to mind, along with beloved teachers such 
as Joe Radican and Tim Robertson, both of whom we 
lost just this past year.

Certainly another of our VASJ legends is Brother 
Michael O’Grady, SM, who came to our school as a 
very young man in January 1968 and who has retained 
an attachment with us, in one way or another, for all 
these years. Until recently, he served as a member of 
our Board of Advisors even while he was stationed with 
the Marianist Novitiate Community in Dayton.

Brother Mike now takes on a new assignment that 
will lengthen his distance from – but surely not his ties 
to – VASJ. With the new year, he becomes director of 
the Marianist Residence and Retirement Center in San 
Antonio, Texas. 

It is yet another of the many journeys Brother Mike 
has taken in his life as a Marianist, journeys he could 
not possibly have imagined as a young man. But we 
are confident he will always know that East185th Street 
and Lakeshore Boulevard is home no matter where 

he may live. Mere distance will do nothing to weaken 
the relationships he has with so many former students, 
teachers, coaches, parents and staff.

“I go through life blessed,” Brother Mike commented 
when he was inducted into the VASJ Hall of Fame 
in 2006. “I discovered the Marianists when I was 
real young and real dumb, but the life made sense to 
me then and it still makes sense to me. The gospel is 
exciting to me. It is about community and it is about 
equality and it is about living together.

“I keep finding holy people,” he added. “It’s all about 
grace.”

Among the plentiful graces we have enjoyed at VASJ 
is to be blessed by people such as Brother Mike. On 
the Board of Advisors, we continue to be blessed by 
the presence of Sister Susan Mary Rathbun, OSU, and 
Sister Joan Marie Russ, OSU, who keep the Ursuline 
charisms uppermost in our minds as we pursue our 
mission. 

We likewise are thankful for Sister Maureen Grady, 
OSU, who recently left her board position as she fulfills 
her responsibilities as the Ursulines’ interim president 
following the death of Sister Angelita Zawada, OSU. 
Sister Angelita loved VASJ and we loved her.

Ever since I began my role here, I have been telling 
people I work in a community of saints. Some of 
those saints are with us each and every day, some are 
separated from us by physical distance but remain 
close to our hearts, and others are interceding for us in 
heaven.

Yes, it is very cool to work here. And it is a gift for 
which I am deeply grateful.
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Dear fellow Vikings, 
Welcome back to the Village! We are off to a 

great start and are excited for another positive 
year.

This year, we welcomed almost 90 students 
to the class of 2015, as well as several transfer 
students in our other grades. The Class of 2015 
comes to us from 30 different grade schools, 
both west and east side, and have adapted well 
to high school life. We are very excited about 
our newest Vikings and have high expectations 
for them.

In addition to our new students, we also 
welcomed many new faculty and staff members, 
who bring to us a wide variety of experience and 
ideas. We are proud to announce the following 
additions:

Richard Osborne ’69 – President
Ruby Harris - Advancement Administrative  
  Assistant
Kellie Clinton ’03 - Alumni & Alumnae 
  Development Coordinator
Melissa Grai - Math/Science
Melissa Smyth - Culinary Arts
Jerry Vigliotti - Science
Kristen Scharfeld - English

Dan LaRocco - Health/Phys Ed
Brother Nhan Nyguen - MUSP Program
Jackie Fewings - Guidance
Marilyn Pokorny - Special Education 

Our fall sports season was a tremendous 
success. The football, boys soccer and girls 
volleyball teams all made the state playoffs and 
while their seasons ended short of their ultimate 
goal, their hard work and dedication were truly 
inspirational. Congratulations also go out to our 
cheerleaders, golf and cross country teams on 
very successful seasons. Special thanks to all our 
student athletes, coaches, families and fans for a 
great fall season!

I look forward to a successful remainder of the 
school year and I thank you all in advance for 
your continued support of and prayers for Villa 
Angela-St. Joseph High School.

ReadeR FeedbackPublishing Staff
Published by Villa Angela-St. Joseph High School

www.vasj.com

richard J. Osborne ’69 – President
David Csank – Principal

Megan Scheider – Assistant Principal 
terri richards – Director of Admissions
Mary Paxton – Director of Advancement

nancy Slominski naujoks ’68 – Director of Athletics
robert Buskey – Director of Finance

Kellie Clinton ’03 – Alumni/ae Development Coordinator 
emily robinson – Communications & Media Coordinator

We’d love to hear your thoughts on VASJ Magazine. Send your questions, 
comments or concerns to Emily Robinson, Communications and Media 
Coordinator, at erobinson@vasj.com or 216-481-8414 ext. 235.

What are you up to?
We need your help to stay current! Help us update our records or share 
information for the next issue of the magazine by providing us with your updated 
contact information. 

Mail To:
Villa Angela-St. Joseph High School
ATTN: Alumni/ae Development Coordinator  
18491 Lakeshore Boulevard
Cleveland, OH 44119
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editor: emily robinson 
(erobinson@vasj.com)
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Or Update Online:
www.vasj.com/alumni
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FROM tHe PRINCIPAL

a great start.”
“We are off to



      

Faith. Family. Future.

 

3

Focusing
The start of the new school year signifies the 

recruiting and selection of another freshman class for 
the Viking Village. We continue to stay true to the 
admissions plan adopted almost three years ago, which 
focuses on students who are a good “fit” for VASJ.

Although enrollment numbers are always a 
significant concern, it is critical that the admissions 
process is a student-centered activity. The admissions 
efforts have been very successful during the last two 
years, from our start with 50 students in the class of 
2014 that set the precedent for our admissions process, 
to our class of 2015, which was almost double in size 
at 90 strong. 

Finding the future members of the class of 2016 
requires the same focus and diligence. During the 
recruiting and admissions process, we are constantly 
asking questions. Who is the student? What are the 
student’s goals? Why does this student want a Catholic 
education? Why do they want a VASJ Catholic 
education? Do the VASJ institutional goals, values 
and academic challenges match those desired by the 
student and can we provide what the student needs to 
be successful in high school and beyond?

Positive changes for the future
Based on the recruitment 

activities during the fall, 
the future looks bright for 
VASJ and the freshmen 
who will join us in 2012. 
Our refocused approach is 
sparking interest in families 
who seek a high-quality 
Catholic college preparatory 
education but desire a 
smaller, more personalized 
community where their 

child can excel and have a memorable experience 
full of opportunities and growth. New financial aid 
and scholarship opportunities for incoming freshmen 
who are Catholic, academically exceptional, strong 
leaders and/or legacy students are also generating 
buzz. In addition, we have augmented our strong 

college preparatory program for students with learning 
differences with the addition of a curriculum track for 
high performing students on the Autism Scholarship.

Challenges and suppport
A critical complement to the admission effort is a 

focus on retention of students for four years. Simply 
put, we are recruiting them to stay and graduate.  
We accomplish this through support and resources 
to ensure a positive experience in the classroom and 
out. From providing challenging academics as well 
as meaningful experiences in faith development, the 
arts and athletics and other co-curriculars, it matters 
to our students’ overall high school experience. We 
have created some new traditions for our students, 
beginning with the “passing of the mantle” from 
our graduating seniors to the rising junior class at 
Baccalaureate Mass this past spring. This is the 
bookend to a new experience for our freshmen, where 
they received a keepsake “graduation” tassel attached 
to an alma mater card at the November Honors 
Assembly, to solidify their identity as Vikings and 
signify their future as graduates of VASJ in four short 
years. 

Rebuilding anything takes patience and care. But 
we are well on our way. In many ways, we remain 
the same school that our VA, SJ and VASJ alums 
remember fondly, but in others, we are a school with a 
vibrant but different identity, where a wide variety of 
students are part of a caring educational community 
and who, like those before them, will make their mark 
at our school and in the world. 

As an additional goal this year, we would love 
to welcome a larger number of legacy students to 
experience the tradition and history that their parents 
and grandparents enjoyed before them. Alums, we’ll 
be looking for you and your students this fall in the 
Viking Village! 

Terri M. Richards

Our freshmen received 
a keepsake “graduation” 
tassel attached to an alma 
mater bookmark to solidify 
their identity as Vikings.

DireCtOr OF ADMiSSiOnS

on    students



On behalf of the current and future students of Villa 
Angela-St. Joseph High School, I want to extend a 
heartfelt thank you to the Scheidel Foundation. We are 
excited to announce that the school has been able to 
capitalize on the challenge which has already provided 
four students with two-year renewable scholarships as 
well as adding endowment dollars for future Scheidel 
Scholars. Successes such as this are possible because 
of you – our alumni, alumnae, faculty/staff, parents 
and friends. 

Lending your support to the  
next generation of leaders

However, our work is not done. Guided by the 
traditions of its merged schools two decades later, Villa 
Angela-St. Joseph High School continues to grow 
stronger as a Catholic institution providing academic 
excellence. Sustaining a solid financial ground is not 
the only necessity for VASJ, so too is your continued 
investment. Each year, we reach out to our community 
of alumni/ae and friends, asking them to support our 
students and the school. While we try to make tuition 
as affordable as possible, there is a gap. The difference 
between the cost to educate a student and tuition is 
approximately $10,000. Moreover, some 85 percent of 

our students require financial assistance. 
While we are committed to identifying new 

resources and stewarding those you have already 
provided us, the $10,000 gap should be a significant 
indicator as to why annual giving is so important. 
You can have an impact and make a difference today 
by visiting www.vasj.com to contribute online or by 
mailing a gift in the enclosed contribution envelope. 

Whether you are Always a Viking, Still a VA Girl, 
parent, grandparent or friend – our students need 
you, our faculty and staff need you, Villa Angela-St. 
Joseph High School needs you!

Mary A. Paxton
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needs you

Planned giving is a significant way 
to ensure that future Villa Angela-St. 

Joseph High School students will 
achieve their dreams.

We invite you to remember VASJ as you plan 
for the future. Planned giving is as simple as 
including a bequest in your will or naming 

VASJ as a beneficiary of your life insurance 
policy or retirement plan. 

For more information please contact  
Mary A. Paxton, Director of Advancement, 
at 216-481-8414 ext. 259. All inquiries are 

confidential and without obligation.

VASJ President Richard 
Osborne ’69 and Board 
Chairman Don Dailey ’70  
thank donors at a 
Leadership Reception. 
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When Kellie Clinton graduated from VASJ 
in 2003, she left her alma mater filled with 
fond memories and a sense of appreciation 

for the school that helped shape her into the person 
she is today. “Teachers like Mr. Robertson and Mr. 
Minadeo were people that I looked up to and didn’t 
want to disappoint. They saw that I was molding into 

an adult so they started treating 
me like one,” Clinton says.

Extremely active during her 
time at VASJ, Clinton was 
involved in Peer Ministry, 
yearbook, basketball, volleyball 
and softball. Perhaps her most 
influential experiences, however, 
came from the time she spent 
fulfilling her service hours. “I 
did a lot of volunteer work — 
working in soup kitchens and 
reading to hospice patients,” 
she says. Looking back, Clinton 

attributes her passion for philanthropy and nonprofit to 
the time she spent volunteering as a student at VASJ.

With a degree in organizational communication from 
Marietta College, a passion for working in nonprofit 
and a love for her alma mater, Clinton responded 

eagerly when she heard there was an opening at VASJ 
to coordinate alumni efforts.

 “I knew it would be something I was good at but 
also something I would enjoy doing,” Clinton says. 
“It was a chance for me to come back home.” Now 
that she’s here as a colleague to many of her former 
teachers, it feels like she never left. Although she’s 
having fun in her new role, Clinton doesn’t discount 
the important work she has ahead of her — bringing 
alums back to the school and re-engaging them with 
their alma mater.

“It’s so important for alums to come back to 
the school so students can see and be proud of 
them and the alums can see and be proud of our 
current students,” she says. Visiting the school and 
experiencing firsthand that many of the traditions of 
Villa Angela, St. Joseph and VASJ still exist today, is 
top on Clinton’s priority list.

This fall Clinton organized two new events in order 
to provide alums with opportunities to come to the 
school and get re-engaged; an Alumni Memorial Mass 
and a Legacy Luncheon. Both events were successful 
and show great promise of what is to come from 
Kellie Clinton, VASJ’s new Alumni/ae Development 
Coordinator. 

VASJ Alumna  

Kellie ClintOn, VASJ ’03

New alum coordinator
comes back home

Ruby Harris, Advancement Administrative 
Assistant, and Kellie Clinton ’03, Alumni/ae 
Development Coordinator, are both new to 
the VASJ staff this year.
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more victory to have any chance of making the playoffs. 
And they got it – steamrolling the Lancers by a 61-13 
score after racing out to a 61-0 lead. Harrison, a sturdy 
210-pound running back, paced the Viking attack as he 
scored on three long touchdown runs and amassed 264 
rushing yards, giving him an impressive 1,359 yards in 
the regular season. His rushing yardage earned him the 
No. 6 spot on The Plain Dealer’s listing of the top ball 
carriers in Northeast Ohio. Gallagher, a versatile two-
way player, chalked up a pair of touchdowns against 
Gilmour on passes from senior quarterback Anthony 
Sywanyk. 

Other key contributors to the Vikings’ success this 
fall included junior running back Devon Bolden (656 
rushing yards), placekicker Connor Gail, and wide 
receiver C.J. Germany (23 catches, 441 receiving yards) 
who scored twice against Gilmour, including a 44-yard 
punt return, to finish with eight TDs for the season. 

At the yearend awards dinner, Harrison received the 
team’s “most valuable player” citation, Gallagher was 
named the top linebacker and Germany the squad’s 
outstanding receiver. Also honored were Adam Scott 
(top offensive lineman), DiAnte Jackson (defensive 
lineman) and Chavien Nolcox (defensive “player of the 
year”). All six were also recognized as first-teamers on 
the AP’s Division VI Northeast Lakes All-District team. 

VOLLeYBALL: 
A Solid Showing in the nCL 

Coach Mark Royer’s (’75) netters also enjoyed a 
highly successful season, posting a 16-9 overall record 
and an 8-2 mark in the North Coast League. The 
youthful squad, with only two seniors – Alex Harvey 
and Kaja Kijauskas – finished second in the NCL behind 
Holy Name, which went unbeaten in league play. 

In the post-season, the Lady Vikings earned the No. 
2 seed at the Division VI sectional/district at Medina. 
After beating Lake Ridge Academy in the district 
semifinal, 25-14, 25-13, 25-23, they lost in the finals to 
Kidron Central Christian. 

Four underclassmen played significant roles in the 
Vikings’ performance this fall. Outside hitter Jordan 
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FOOtBALL:  
Gridders earn playoff berth

Another exciting football season ended with a trip to 
“farm country” as Coach John Storey’s (’59) football 
squad qualified for the OHSAA yearend playoffs for 
the first time since 2003. After compiling a 6-4 regular 
season record – their first winning campaign in eight 
years – the Vikings wound up in the No. 8 position 
in the Division VI regional rankings. That was good 
enough to squeeze into the playoffs. (Only the top eight 
teams in each region qualify.) 

The achievement inspired many enthusiastic VASJ 
fans to pile into cars and buses for the trip to Berlin 

Center, Ohio, just this 
side of Youngstown, for 
the opening playoff game 
against Western Reserve 
Academy. The WRA Blue 
Devils were heavily favored 
to win on their home field. 
They entered the contest 
not only unbeaten (10-0) 
but ranked No. 1 in the state 
in Division VI. And they 
boasted a roster featuring 

five players who tipped the scales at 300 pounds or  
more – a rarity at a Division VI school. 

Despite holding the Devils scoreless for most of the 
opening quarter, the scrappy Vikings wound up on the 
short end of a 33-6 score. Nonetheless, they had plenty 
of reason to take pride in their 2011 season. Led by 
senior co-captains Ryan Gallagher and Tim Harrison, 
they chalked up a 3-2 record in the North Coast League, 
earning a tie for second place with Cleveland Central 
Catholic in the league’s White Division. (Holy Name 
dominated the division with a 5-0 mark.) 

Going into the final game of the regular season against 
Gilmour, Coach Storey’s gridders knew they needed one 

For the first time since 
2003, the Viking football 
team qualified for the state 
playoffs.

The Lady Viking volleyball team made it 
to the District Final Championship game.

Roundup
ViKing AtHletiCS

Fall Sports
By John Sheridan ’58
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Freshman Adam Keyes was one of two 
freshmen who competed in most of the 
matches.

The four cross country 
youngsters, pictured 
with their coach Steve 
Glowacki ’02, enjoyed a 
strong season.

For the first time in seven years, 
VASJ’s soccer team advanced to 
the playoffs.

Walker, a junior, turned in a stellar performance at the 
net with 230 kills, just 10 shy of the school season 
record. Danielle Hicks, a sophomore middle hitter 
playing in her first varsity season, recorded 157 kills and 
42 solo blocks. 

Another sophomore, Casey Timko, was “one of our 
standout setters,” notes Coach Royer, who completed 
his 16th season as head coach. He also spoke highly 
of freshman Lexie DeSico, a defensive specialist who 
finished the season with 247 digs. 

With a number of experienced players expected back 
next season, Coach Royer says the team is looking 
toward “a positive future.” 

SOCCer: 
making a Comeback  

The VASJ soccer program, which has been in a 
“rebuilding” mode for the past two seasons, also had 
reason to celebrate this year. Coach Luis Negrete’s 
booters posted a winning campaign, finishing with a 
9-7-1 overall record, and chalked up a 2-1 victory over 
Chanel in their first playoff game. A pair of freshmen, 
Danny Cervenik and Jack Gallagher, scored the 
Vikings’ goals against Chanel. 

“It was a big win for us,” Coach Negrete declared. “It 
was the first time in seven years that we’ve advanced in 
the playoffs.”  Unfortunately, the Vikings lost to Oberlin 
in their next game. 

The team’s top players included seniors Josh Kless, 
who finished with 27 goals for the season, Dennis 
Strnad, Anthony Saxton, and John Conway, along with 
junior Lenny Cervenik – who also competed on the 
golf team. This year’s roster also featured two female 
players: Emonie Smith and Jasmine Ross. 

“These kids 
played with heart,” 
asserts Coach 
Negrete, who 
completed his 
second year as head 
coach. “I’m happy 
for them as players, 
as people, and as 
students.” 

  

GOLF: 
the Future Looks Bright 

Freshmen made up half of the Viking 
golf team this fall, and Coach John Iosue 
’77 expects that will pay off down the 
road. His linksmen posted a 3-6 dual meet 
record, including a 3-5 mark against North 
Coast League opponents. With only one 
senior – Mike McGarry – on the squad, 
eight of the nine golfers are expected to 
return next season. 

“I was really impressed with the boys’ 
work ethic,” Coach Iosue said. “We have 
a lot of upside potential for the next few 
years.” 

Key contributors this season included three juniors – 
Pat Mastalski, Lenny Cervenik, and Matt Bergant.  And 
two of the five freshmen, Jeff Grudzinski and Adam 
Keyes, competed in most of the matches. Grudzinski, 
often playing in the No. 2 slot, was the Vikings’ top 
scorer in the NCL tournament at Pine Hills. “He has a 
very bright future,” the coach predicted. 

Another freshman with great promise is Dan Cervenik. 
“He really started coming along at the end of the 
season,” says Iosue, who has coached the team for six 
years. 

  
CrOSS COUntrY: 
Short-handed, but Dedicated 

It takes five runners to make a 
cross country team, since scoring for 
most events is based on the finishing 
positions of five team members. This 
season, VASJ Coach Steve Glowacki 
’02 faced a bit of a dilemma: he 
had only four runners to suit up. 
Nonetheless, those four youngsters 
enjoyed “a strong season,” he asserts. 

“These four boys were dedicated 
runners and acted as varsity athletes should,” Coach 
Glowacki says. “Collectively, they dropped 12 minutes 
from their best times by the end of the season. While 
we were not able to place as a team, our boys were 
consistently fighting for places during their races.” 

The foursome included senior Naim Hooks and three 
freshmen: Danny Connell, Maurice Johnson and Jon 
Hearn. 

“Our freshmen showed character, strength, and 
dedication,” says Glowacki, who no doubt is hopeful that 
their dedication will inspire others to take up the sport 
next year – and enable the Vikings to field a full team. 
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in tHe VillAge

Each year, VASJ seniors host 
children from local elementary 
schools for the Halloween on 
Campus event. The children 
spend their morning trick-or-
treating, making crafts, playing 
games, listening to Halloween 
stories and having a pizza party 
in the gym, all with their senior 
buddies.

Seniors hold 

A group of VASJ students, including VASJ senior Kaja Kijauskas, 
were recognized at a special Cuyahoga County Council Meeting 
in November for their services building a catalogue of more than 
1,300 veterans’ graves at All Souls Cemetery. Kaja, organizer of the 
project, accepted the honors on behalf of the group.

Students recognized at
   Cuyahoga County 
Council meeting

  Halloween on Campus event
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Faith. Family. Future.  

Drama Club presents fall play 

Switching Principals
The students of the VASJ Drama Club held three wonderful 
performances of the fall play, Switching Principals, in which 
two conmen hide out in a school and pretend to be the new 
principal. Nearly 400 students from area elementary schools 
attended the final dress rehearsal. 

Three VASJ seniors and two religion 
teachers, along with a group from 
Beaumont, traveled to El Salvador in 
November to spend nine days with 
Salvadoran citizens. They spent their time 
volunteering at the Community of Oscar 
A. Romero (COAR) Children’s Village 
serving as English tutors and interacting 
with the resident children. Here the group 
is blessed by VASJ’s Chaplain Father Jim 
Bartlett, SM, before their departure.

VASJ participates in 

  El Salvador 
  Encounter

  Halloween on Campus event
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Although they all demonstrate leadership in different 
groups and different ways, there is one thing all of the student 
leaders at VASJ agree on: The small school environment and 
individualized attention they receive from teachers has given 
them more opportunities to grow as leaders. 

“Our smaller school allows us less competition so you get 
noticed for your achievements and it’s easier to stand out,” 
says senior Dan Ward, President of the National Honor Society 
(NHS). Juggling his involvement with sports, NHS and 
maintaining the highest GPA in his class has taught Ward the 
importance of time-management skills and keeping organized. 

Ward was interested in becoming a student leader so that 
he could be a model for other students and demonstrate the 
importance of taking initiative. Senior Kaja Kijauskas was 

interested in filling a leadership role for similar 
reasons. “I felt like I was drawn to it,” she 
says. “I had many creative ideas that I wanted 
to make sure happened. The only way you can 
make something better is by getting involved in 
it.” With a goal of making school Masses more 
engaging and interesting to students, Kijauskas’ 
involvement as a leader in Peer Ministry is evident 
at each Mass. From fun skits to new instrumental 
accompaniments and more liturgical choruses, each 
Mass continues to get better and better. 

It was his vested interest in seeing the school succeed that 
drove junior Domenic Nicholas to take the role of President 
of the Student Ambassadors. “Ever since I came to this school 
I wanted to see it succeed,” he says. “I thought becoming 
president of student ambassadors would allow me to be a role 
model to other students and demonstrate what it means to be 
a true VASJ student.” Excelling both academically and on the 
volleyball court, and attending every school event VASJ holds, 
Nicholas is a wonderful example of what it means to be a 
Viking. 

Leading his class and making sure all of his classmates would 
have a great senior year was all the motivation senior Tim 
Harrison needed to run for senior class president. In addition 
to serving as class president, Tim was also co-captain of the 
football team, leading the team to the playoffs and receiving 

COVer StOry

By Emily Robinson

“T ake initiative; be a role model; take charge; 
make a difference; lead my class.” These 
are just a few of the reasons VASJ students 

stepped up to the challenge of filling leadership roles  
for the 2011-2012 school year.

Learning 
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Student Leaders: Row 1: Tim Harrison, Senior Class 
President, and Anjelica Lucarelli, Student Council President. 
Row 2: Domenic Nicholas, Student Ambassadors President; 
Kaja Kijauskas, Peer Ministry Leader; and Dan Ward, 
National Honor Society President.

Division VI All Ohio 
running back honors. 
“It’s our job to pass 

our legacy on to the next class,” Harrison says. It was this very 
idea that got some of the faculty brainstorming for ways to 
formalize the initiation process for student leaders.

“We really need to acknowledge these students and make it a 
formality that they understand the responsibility, influence 
and the privilege that they have to be a part of the leadership 
team at the school,” says Jill Latkovich, VASJ’s Director of 
Campus Ministry. In that spirit, Tim Harrison and Student 
Council President Anjelica Lucarelli participated in a 
ceremony based on the scripture of 1 Kings 19 when Elijah 
transferred leadership to Elisha. Last spring, student leaders Tim 
Frey ’11 and Chad Thomas ’11 passed their leadership mantles 
on to the next year’s leaders, Harrison and Lucarelli. 

A transfer student who came at the beginning of her junior 

year from Regina, Lucarelli used the opportunity to push her 
comfort zone in a new school. Not only did she commit herself 
academically, taking honors courses for the first time at VASJ, 
Lucarelli no longer wanted to be known as the quiet kid who 
kept to herself. She decided to run for Student Council president. 
Surprised to win, she is extremely grateful for the opportunity 
to lead the entire student body. The experience is keeping her 
humble, too. “There are a lot of expectations to live up to,” 
Lucarelli says. Not only does she worry about letting down her 
classmates, she never wants to disappoint her role model Mr. Gary 
Minadeo ’74, math teacher and Student Council moderator. “I 
aspire to be like Mr. Minadeo. I really look up to him,” Lucarelli 
says. “He’s always pushing me to do better.” 

So who is motivating these students to step up as leaders? If you 
ask Lucarelli, she will tell you it’s her teachers. “They really push 
you. When you’re doubting yourself, they reassure you,” she says. 
Harrison agrees. “You get more one-on-one attention at VASJ so 
the teachers can really spend time with you and mold you much 
more easily than bigger classes,” he says. “VASJ hasn’t helped me 
grow as a leader; it made me a leader.”

There are, of course, many more leaders at VASJ than just these 
five. All members of the leadership groups Student Ambassadors, 
Peer Ministers, National Honor Society members, L.I.F.E. group 
(Living in Faith Experience) and Student Council are role models 
in the school. “They are all important and they all do their own 
thing. It’s not just two people who lead the school,” Latkovich 
says. For the first time, a luncheon was held this summer for all 
student leaders. The purpose was to emphasize the importance of 
the student leaders’ role in the school community and to officially 
commission them with a leadership pinning ceremony.

This year’s Opening Mass theme was “Go light your world” 
and was led by all student leaders. During the opening procession, 
student leaders walked in carrying candles, signifying their role as 
leaders and highlighting the importance of sharing their light with 
the rest of the student body. 

There are opportunities for students to grow as leaders in the 
classroom at VASJ as well. Religion classes focus on teaching 
students to build their conscience. Another way VASJ is teaching 
students to lead is in the Christian Leadership Class. New to the 

curriculum this year, it is a 
very intentional training and 
formation class for students 
to develop both their faith and 
leadership skills. 

VASJ is committed to 
preparing these student leaders for the real challenges that come 
upon graduation when they answer the call to “go light the world.”  

Student leaders 
entered the Opening 
Mass carrying 
candles, signifying 
their role as leaders 
and highlighting the 
importance of sharing 
their light with the rest 
of the student body. 

Last spring, student leaders Tim Frey ’11 and Chad Thomas 
’11 passed their leadership mantles on to the next year’s 
leaders, Harrison (not pictured) and Lucarelli.

VASJ hasn’t helped 
me grow as a leader; 
it made me a leader.
 Tim Harrison
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The unlikely combination of Richard Nixon, Villa 
Angela Academy and an Ursuline nun helped 
put Kelly O’Donnell (VA ’83) on a path that has 

taken her to the heights of broadcast journalism.
Now the Capitol Hill correspondent for NBC News, 

her career path has included travels to 48 countries and 
all 50 states. Recognizing her outstanding achievements, 
this fall The Press Club of Cleveland inducted her 
into the Cleveland Journalism Hall of Fame. She was 
inducted into the VASJ Hall of Fame in 1992.

So how did Nixon, VA and an Ursuline combine 
to help her climb to the top? The path began in 1973, 
when O’Donnell – though just a child – found herself 
mesmerized by the Watergate hearings.

“My parents (Neil and Margaret) were always 
interested in the news,” she explains. “I remember 
looking over my father’s shoulder as he read the 
newspaper.  When the Watergate hearings came on, they 
dominated TV. There wasn’t anything else on.

“I saw that it mattered to my parents …  and I felt 
connected early to TV news. I don’t think I ever wanted 
to do anything else.”

The passion escalated as she grew older. VA required 
a two-week internship. She had an aunt, the late Sister 
Mary Petra, OSU, who knew WJW-TV8’s news 
director, Virgil Dominic. Sister Mary Petra asked him if 
Kelly could intern there.  Dominic interviewed her and 
was impressed. So were others at the station.

“You only had to be around Kelly for a short time 
to know she was very special,” says former WJW 
anchor Tim Taylor, who like Dominic, is a Cleveland 
Journalism Hall of Fame member. “(She had) a work 
ethic not commonly found among young people often 
intoxicated by the so-called glamour of the business. 
With Kelly it was all business.”  

Those first two weeks at WJW turned into an entire 
summer, then a lifetime in broadcast journalism. She 
joined the station as a full-time associate producer and 

VA Alumna  

Kelly O’DOnnell, VA ’83

    From 
Watergate & VASJ
  to  Global

Journalist
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reporter after graduating from Northwestern University.
She was assigned early on to work with the station’s 

ace reporter, Martin Savidge. “I owe a great deal to 
Marty,” she says. “He showed me how to take the raw 
materials … and turn them into a story.”

The respect remains mutual. “People often ask me what 
was the secret to my success. I say I had Kelly O’Donnell 
for a producer,” says Savidge, who has reported from 10 
war zones for NBC and CNN and is also a member of the 
Cleveland Journalism Hall of Fame. “We both had the 
same drive and dreams of where we wanted journalism to 
take us.”

Not that they couldn’t be competitive. On March 22, 
1992, USAir Flight 405, bound for Cleveland, crashed on 
take-off at New York’s LaGuardia Airport. Dominic says 
his assignment editor couldn’t find Savidge. O’Donnell 
was his next call. She was told to pack a bag and head for 
New York. Then Savidge called in and she was told she 
was off the story.

“Kelly stood her ground,” Dominic recalls. “She (said) 
this was her story and there was no way she was going 
to give it up. That is something no one realizes about 

Kelly. She is a kind, gentle and attractive 
young woman. But, she has an iron spine.  
Of course, she went. And, of course, she did 
a great job.”

Two years later, she got the opportunity to 
take the step to the big time, network news 
at NBC. Despite her lifelong dream, leaving 
was not an easy decision. She came from a 
close-knit Irish family. None of her relatives 
had left the area since her grandparents 
moved here from the old country. Cleveland 
tugged hard at her heart. 

She got the strength to make the move, she said, from 
her late grandmother. “She was a teen when she left 
Ireland,” O’Donnell says. “I thought if she could do 
something like that, so could I.”  

From that first post in Los Angeles for NBC, 

O’Donnell has toured the world as an award-winning 
journalist, from presidential campaigns to the Olympics, 
from the Iraq war to the September 11 attacks. As White 
House correspondent, she covered President George W. 
Bush’s second term 24/7, reporting on Bush and history 
from the Rose Garden to Kazakhstan. 

But it is not the blockbuster stories that give her the 
most satisfaction, she said. She is drawn to more intimate 
tales, the glimpses behind the scenes at the Olympics, 
stories about families, stories like the one about P.J. 
Allen.

P.J. was one of the youngest survivors of the Oklahoma 
City bombing, just 22 months old when Timothy 
McVeigh blew up the federal building there. The toddler 
was at the day-care center inside. He needed a permanent 
tracheotomy after the 1995 attack. 

“He just touches your heart,” she says. “I’ve followed 
up on his story several times over the years. For me, these 
are the stories that have real impact on people, the stories 
you connect with.”

O’Donnell was named NBC’s Capitol Hill 
correspondent in 2007 and is getting ready for another 
grinding presidential campaign. But it’s also an 
opportunity to make a few stops in her beloved Cleveland 
because Ohio once again is expected to be a battleground 
state.

“They call me the Cleveland Ambassador,” she says, 
“because I love my hometown so much. Whenever we 
stop there, I’m always telling the other reporters the best 
places to eat, how to get to the Rock Hall….” 

The pride extends both ways.
“Cleveland has proudly produced its fair share of news 

people who’ve gone on to larger markets and sometimes 
the networks,” Taylor said. “As she’s proven for years 
now on the NBC Nightly News, Kelly is probably the 
best.”

And why not? Don’t ever underestimate the power of 
VA and the Ursulines – with or without Richard Nixon.

Portions of this story are reprinted with permission 
from The Press Club of Cleveland.

Kelly O’Donnell ’83 was inducted into the Cleveland 
Journalism Hall of Fame this fall. Press Club 
President Ed Byers presented O’Donnell with her 
commemorative plaque.

They call me the Cleveland  
Ambassador because I love my 
hometown so much.

Richard Osborne ’69, also 
a member of the Cleveland 
Journalism Hall of Fame, and 
Emily Robinson joined Kelly 
O’Donnell ’83 at the Hall of 
Fame Ceremony.

  Global
Journalist
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By Jerry Pockar ’61
Photos by Tim Ryan ’61 

On the shop floor of his Fredon Corporation 
in Mentor, Roger Sustar ’61 is like a man 
moving through a family jewelry workshop. 

There’s the back-and forth of joshing, bad jokes and 
mock insults, as well as Sustar grasping, fingering 
and admiring the precisely shaped parts Fredon makes 
so planes can fly, locomotives can run and other 
instruments of human activity can do what they were 
designed to do.

Fredon makes precision parts of metals, ceramics 
and polymers. The parts the shop cuts, grinds, mills 
and shapes are often refined to a tolerance of .0002. 
Which means that Sustar’s people have to be accurate 
to one-tenth of the diameter of a hair. That’s a refined 
standard, achieved by machines capable of precision 
and workers exercising deftness and delicacy.

Sustar’s Slovenian immigrant father was a precision 

machinist who started his own company in the early 
’60s. After Army service in Germany, Sustar went to 
work in manufacturing. Before long, with a former 
partner, Sustar began Fredon and went into competition 
with his dad, a favor John Sustar returned by trying to 
take one of his son’s customers. The son didn’t judge. 
He knows how competition works and understands 
it’s challenging, but also exciting, invigorating and 
rewarding.

Rewards have come to the man who last month 
celebrated his 50th St. Joseph High School reunion. He 
says Fredon is likely to get to $17 million revenue this 
year. The company will soon open a plant which will 
double its space. Fredon has won a Weatherhead 100 
Award and has been in the Lake County Fast Track 
50 a whopping nine years. Sustar spends some winter 
time in Florida and says he can see, in the distance, a 
finish line to his often 5 a.m.-to-8 p.m. days on the job. 
When that happens, daughter Alyson Scott and son 
Chris, long in place, will pick up the torch in what will 
continue to be a “family” operation in multiple senses.

Sustar’s days may be long, but Fredon seems a 
comfortable scene for the boss, and the smiling Sustar 
says he’s happy and grateful. A primary focus of his 
gratitude is Brother Gilbert Gensler, SM. Sustar will 
tell you why:

“We lived on Chardon Road and none of my friends 
was going to St. Joe’s. The neighborhood guys were 
kind of a rough bunch and my dad said St. Joe’s. I had 
to pass an English exam to get in and I’m still not a 
fast reader. For a long time, I felt lost and then I found 
Brother Gensler and he found me.

“The first semester of algebra I got a 69. I thought 
he was going to take it easy and pass me. He flunked 
me! He also said, ‘Roger, I believe you can do better. 
I’ll help you.’ He did. I stayed after a bunch of 
afternoons and eventually I got it: I understood algebra 
and understood I could learn. Second semester it was 
between 95 and 99 on all the tests and I was helping 

 “shoot for the

Bro. Gilbert Gensler taught 
Roger Sustar ’61 to
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teams. The robots make an 
impact – literally – and teach 
the students they can make an 
impact with the objects they 
shape with minds and hands. 

Sustar’s one of the 
“ringleaders” of Lake County’s 
Alliance for Working Together 
– 95 manufacturing companies 
that problem-solve together and cooperate to create a 
farm system for the development of the 60,000 skilled 
workers Northeast Ohio will need in manufacturing 
in the next 10 years. The robots are a part of that 
farm system, as are programs in sites like Lakeland 
Community College and the Auburn Career Center.

Sustar also believes – strongly – in entrepreneurship 
and encourages fellow grads to stop in and talk to 

Richard Osborne, VASJ’s new president, about the Ice 
House Project, an entrepreneurial coaching venture 
Fredon is involved with at VASJ. Entrepreneurship 
and the precision machine industry have worked for 
Sustar and he says he’s hoping his alma mater will turn 
out a few young men and women machinists and an 
entrepreneur or three to follow in the trail Roger Sustar 
blazed.

Faith. Family. Future.
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SJ Alumnus  

rOger SuStAr, SJ ’61

The first semester of algebra I got a 69. I thought 
he was going to take it easy and pass me. He 
flunked me! He also said, ‘Roger, I believe you 
can do better. I’ll help you.’ He did.

A half century ago, writer Jerry Pockar ’61 was the editor of the St. Joseph 
High School student newspaper, The Norseman.

Roger Sustar ’61 and his wife Judy Ulepic 
Sustar ’61

sun
stars”

and

the class president with his math. It was a turning 
point. Brother Gensler made me work, but it was worth 
it. He’d say: ‘Roger, shoot for the sun and the stars and 
maybe you’ll hit the moon!’ If it wasn’t for Gensler, I 
don’t think I would have done what I’ve done.

“Today on our website we say: ‘Fredon’s objective is 
to always go one step beyond to provide our customers 
with the highest level of quality through planning, 
employee involvement, training, technology and an 
effective quality system.’ It’s not exactly what Brother 
Gensler said, but it’s pretty close, and when I see 
those words I often think of him. And you know what? 
Today both he and I are in the Villa Angela-St. Joe’s  
Hall of Fame. I think that’s very cool.”

Sustar also expresses gratitude of a very different 
kind to the mother of his children, Judy Ulepic 
’61, who rode the bus with him to their respective 
campuses, even though they never spoke. When he was 
in Germany, though, he was infatuated with a fraulein. 
Judy was the receptionist at a company the elder 
Sustar called on and he asked the Villa Angela grad if 
she’d write (diverting) letters to his soldier son. Pink 
envelopes followed and when Roger returned, Judy 
was the one who picked him up late at night. At the 
Sustar homestead, Roger’s mother saw a young woman 
and said in alarm, “He brought her home!” The dad 
replied, “Ah, it’s Judy.” It was and she was the one.

Sustar is also passionate about his manufacturing 
industry. Fredon’s website says: “We’re passionate 
about the education of our youth.” For 20 years, Fredon 
has sponsored a Boy Scout Explorer troop which 
makes machines, beautiful brass cannons. Some of 
those scouts have gone on to work at the plant. Sustar’s 
company also sponsors, with some other companies, 24 
high school teams in Lake County that make amazing 
robots. The robots duke it out with those of other 

the



Winter 2011-2012 www .vasj .com    216-481-8414

16

in tHe VillAge

This fall, VASJ held a Legacy Luncheon 
to recognize students whose parents also 
attended Villa Angela, St. Joe’s or VASJ. There 
was a great turnout and the Ministry Center was 
packed with alums and students. 

Celebrating VASJ  
 legacy students

VASJ is excited to announce the new Viking 
mascot which made its debut at the boys 
basketball home opener against Euclid on 
Saturday, December 3. Look for the Viking at 
future VASJ events.

There’s a new Viking 
   in the Village

VASJ seniors LaVista Osborn 
and Rodney Burse were named 

Homecoming Queen and King at the 
fall, Night of Royalty dance.

Viking

  Royalty



Faith. Family. Future.

17

At the first home boys basketball game in December, VASJ 
recognized Tim Robertson’s 44 years of dedication to both the 
school and to Viking athletics by naming and blessing the basketball 
court in his honor. The family was presented with a plaque that also 
is hanging in the gym. Robertson’s wife, Georganne, surrounded by 
her family and the boys basketball team, displays the plaque.

VASJ students support charities each year 
during the holidays. This year they selected 
the Ronald McDonald House to support with 
a food collection drive. 

Tribute to Viking Legend,

 Tim Robertson ’62

Students hold 
 holiday drive 
 to support Ronald 
 McDonald House
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1950s

VA CLASS OF 1956: The Villa Angela Class of 1956 will be 
celebrating their 56th reunion on September 23, 2012, at Pine 
Ridge Country Club. More details will be forthcoming. In the 
meantime, contact Nancy Gaspar ’56 at 440-461-8625 for 
more information or if you want to get involved.

1960s

SJ CLASS OF 1961: The St. Joseph Class of 1961 held their 
50th reunion the weekend of October 15, 2011. They had 135 
men come to their stag night which was held in the cafeteria, 
where they handed out four diplomas to classmates who were 
unable to graduate due to certain circumstances. The second 
night they had 180 people attend their dinner and dancing night 
at Acacia Country Club. The weekend was full of laughs and 
memories, and everyone had a wonderful time.

SJ CLASS OF 1963: It’s time to start thinking about a 50-year 
reunion in 2013. Email any ideas to Ross Carey at carey4074@
roadrunner.com or James Kramar at jkramar@att.net.

1970s

SJ CLASS OF 1971: The St. Joe’s Class of 1971 had their 
reunion the weekend of October 7, 2011. It was the largest 
turnout they have ever had. After the success of the reunion, the 
class decided to start gathering together informally once a year 
to keep in touch. The class did an amazing job of raising just 
under $60,000 as their class gift to VASJ.

VA ’71: Kathy Kocsis Long was on the Diocese of Cleveland's 
Office of Catholic Education Curriculum Writing Team for 
Social Studies and helped revise and rewrite the current 
curriculum guide for Social Studies that was just published this 
past March. She also was a presenter at the workshops held for 
teachers on the curriculum update.

VA CLASS OF 1976: The VA Class of 1976 had their 35th 
reunion on October 15, 2011, at Capelli’s in the Comfort Inn in 

Mentor. Thank you to everyone who participated in a fun night 
of drinks, dancing, great food and great people!

1980s

VA ’80: Lisa (Mason) Flando and her husband, Anthony, 
celebrated their 25th wedding anniversary on October 4, 2011, 
in Riviera Maya, Cancun. They live in Chicago and have three 
daughters.

SJ CLASS OF 1981: The St. Joe’s Class of 1981 celebrated their 
30th reunion the weekend of October 7, 2011. The class gathered 
at Cebars Tavern on Friday, followed by a Dinner/Dance on 
Saturday at the Croatian Lodge in Eastlake. They enjoyed a 
great meal together with music by Pieces of Eight. It was a great 
turnout of alumni and guests. Many thanks to Jim Brickman 
and Rich Vadnal who were instrumental in getting the planning 
started and to the 30th reunion committee and countless other 
guys who helped make the 30th reunion such a success!

VA CLASS OF 1981: Thank you to all the girls of the class of 
1981 who attended the 30th reunion. The class had a great time 
together. Thank you to all who contributed to the fundraiser for 
the Sister Naomi Scholarship Fund, helping raise a total of $675.

SJ CLASS OF 1986: The St. Joe’s Class of 1986 held their 25th 
reunion the weekend of August 19-21, 2011. Thank you for all 
who attended! A class website was created and will continue to 
run at www.sjvikings86.info. Please use this for all things St. 
Joe’s class of 1986. 

VA ’87: Paula Miller traveled to Colombia, May 19 through 
June 2, 2011, on a delegation sponsored by the Christian 
Peacemaker Teams (CPT) based in Chicago. In addition to 
meeting with the communities of the Federation, the delegation 
met with local human rights groups and unions. Miller’s goal is 
to listen to their struggles and concerns, and come back and tell 
others what they can do to stop this injustice.

SJ ’88: Desmond Howard was inducted into the College 
Football Hall of Fame at their annual Enshrinement Festival July 
15 & 16, 2011. Coach John Storey ’58 traveled to South Bend to 
support Desmond at the event. 

SJ ’89: Tim Reim has been promoted to Senior Master Sergeant, 
USAF. Currently a First 
Sergeant of the 779th Medical 
Support Squadron at Joint Base 
Andrews stationed at Andrews 
AFB, Washington D.C. Tim 
is currently living in Waldorf, 
Maryland with his wife and their 
four children. 

Tim Reim, right, receives award

ClASS nOteS

SJ Class of 1961
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1990s

VASJ ’91: Tony Miller, current assistant men’s basketball 
coach at USC, was inducted into the Marquette M Club Hall 
of Fame in August 2011 for his 123 basketball games played 
during his Marquette career. 

VASJ ’98: Todd Hite was sworn in on November 2, 2011, as 
a Lorain Police Officer. He is participating in local training 
before he will join his fellow officers on road patrol. Hite has 
worked part-time for the Timberlake Police Department for the 
last nine years and was a full-time police officer for University 
Heights Hospital from 2007.  

2000s

VASJ ’01: On July 16, 2011, Briana McNeil officially changed 
her last name when she married Marco McNeil. They relocated 
to Charlotte, North Carolina immediately after their wedding. 
Her husband is in Seminary school and preparing for a Youth 
Pastor position and she is currently a graduate student at the 
University of North Carolina at Charlotte where she is working 
on a Master of Arts in Counseling.

VASJ ’02: Lisa Tersigni and her husband, Corey, welcomed a 
baby boy, Rocco, on September 2, 2011. 

VASJ ’03: Jacqueline Abreo earned her Masters of Fine 
Arts in Design with a Portfolio in Museum Studies from The 
University of Texas at Austin in May 2010. She is currently 
working at The Blanton Museum of Art and recently completed 

a 5k for the Pancreatic 
Cancer Action Network.

VASJ ’03: Dan Kava 
and Heather Elkoury 
celebrated their wedding day 
in December of 2011. Dan 
graduated in July with his 
MBA from CSU. Heather 
is expected to receive her 
M.Ed. in Mild/Moderate 
Disabilities from Cleveland 
State University.

VASJ ’03: Tim Moore carded his first hole-in-one on October 
9, 2011, at the Country Club of Fairfax on the 158 yard 13th 
hole, using a 9 iron that flew directly into the hole for a "slam 
dunk" ace. Tim currently lives in Washington D.C. and works at 
LexisNexis.

VASJ ’03: Jessica Navis invested in her own freelance business 
(J. Navis Photography & Design) offering many services like 
print design, website design, logo creation, sign production, 
and photography. She has had the opportunity to photograph 
multiple weddings this year including that of Dave Robinson 
('03) and Maureen Long ('04). All of her work can be viewed 
online at www.jnavisdesign.com. 

VASJ ’03: Bill Perry and his wife, Lindsey, welcomed their 
first son, Dylan Perry on November 8, 2011.

VASJ ’03: Kevin Triskett graduated from Cornell University 
with a Masters Degree in Public Administration on May 
29, 2011. He was selected by his classmates to speak at the 
graduation ceremony.

VASJ ’09: Reante Brown participated in a study abroad 
program in France during the fall 2011 semester at Baldwin 
Wallace where he studied business and fashion in Paris for four 
months. He is involved in Student Senate, holds leadership 
roles in Alpha Sigma Phi Fraternity, a Buzz Ambassador and 
involved in the Urban Dance Association. Brown has received 
honors and achievements including Jacket Link Mentor 2010-
2011, Public Relations Club, Junior Class President 2011-2012, 
Public Relations Honors Center, B-W Scholarship Award, 
Dean’s list, and Study Abroad Scholarship.

VASJ ’09: William Koch is majoring in Biology-Pre Med as 
well as minoring in Chemistry at Ursuline College. Thanks to 
former teachers at VASJ, he is excelling in both Biology and 
Chemistry. During his freshman year of college he received 
the 2009-2010 CRC Press Chemistry Achievement Award as 
Ursuline College's Outstanding Freshman Chemistry Student.  
He is an Honor Roll Student as well as in the top 5% of his 
Biology-Pre Med junior class. This spring he will be taking the 
MCAT and will start the process of applying for Medical School.
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SUBMIt yOUR CLASS NOteS online .

request your transcripts online. Any alums looking for their VA, 
SJ, or VASJ transcripts can now find the request form at www.vasj.com/
request-transcripts. Simply download the form and mail it to the school 
with your payment. Visit the website for more information.

Dan Kava and Heather Elkoury

Tony Miller (right)

Keep up with VasJ on facebook. 
Click on the link on www.vasj.com

www.vasj.com  Click on Alumni, then Class Notes. 



  

Winter 2011-2012 www .vasj .com    216-481-8414

Joanna R. (Skuns) abbate VA 
’58 passed away in September 2011 
at the age of 70. 
Peter asseff Jr. SJ ’57, husband 
of Mary Colleen (Brucker) VA ’63, 
passed away in October 2011 at the 
age of 72. 
Marie c. beebe, mother of Robert 
Beebe SJ ’58, passed away in 
November 2011 at the age of 92. 
Gerald d. “Jerry” boer SJ ’58 
passed away in December 2011
edith borgsteadt, mother of 
Barbara Garner VA ’54 and Nancy 
Gaspar VA ’56, passed away in 
February 2011 at the age of 97. 
Joann cencula VA ’70 passed 
away in September 2011 at the age 
of 59. 
Mary Patricia daley VA ’50 passed 
away in March 2011 at the age of 79. 
James donahue SJ ’55, father of 
James Donahue ’91, passed away in 
November 2010 at the age of 73.
carolyn J. dougherty, mother 
of Joseph Dougherty SJ ’73, Peter 
Dougherty SJ ’71, Patricia Kennedy 
VA ’73, Mary Colleen Royer VA ’75 
and Carolyn Alaburda VA ’80, passed 
away in October 2011 at the age of 83. 

daniel Fyfe SJ ’69 passed away in 
October 2011 at the age of 60. 
Nancy Gallagher, mother of Neil 
Gallagher SJ ’77, Michael Gallagher 
SJ ’78 and Patrick Gallgher SJ ’82, 
passed away in November 2011 at the 
age of 76.
Rae Marie Penseyres Gedeon 
VA ’56 passed away in June 2011. 
Robert L. Gliha SJ ’70, father of 
Patrick Gliha ’03, passed away in 
June 2011 at the age of 59. 
Paul b. Hribar SJ ’67 passed away 
on December 15, 2011, at the age of 
62. 
Joseph J. Juska SJ ’54 passed 
away on December 14, 2011, at the 
age of 75.
kathleen H. klauer, mother 
of Dennis Klauer SJ ’65, Sandra 
Negrelli VA ’68 and Patrick Klauer SJ 
’78, passed away in July 2011 at the 
age of 83. 
Mary beth “Snooky” Mihalic VA 
’68, sister of Barbara Ward VA ’57, 
passed away in July 2011. 
Norma J. Morano, wife of Richard 
Morano SJ ’58, passed away in June 
2011 at the age of 69. 
Gerard Murphy, husband of Jeanne 
Catalano Murphy VA ’44 and father 

of Pat Murphy SJ ’67 and Terry 
Murphy SJ ’69, died in September 
2010.
Jeanne catalano Murphy VA 
’44, mother of Pat Murphy SJ ’67 and 
Terry Murphy SJ ’69, passed away in 
July 2011. 
dr. elmer J. Perse Jr. SJ ’65, 
brother of Dr. David Perse ’72 and 
uncle of Brian Perse ’97 and Jeremy 
Perse ’00, passed away unexpectedly 
in August 2011 at the age of 63.
William H. Quandt SJ ’58, passed 
away in November 2011 at the age 
of 71. 
John J. Shume SJ ’61 passed away 
in May 2011 at the age of 67.  
Louis Willard Svenwol Jr. SJ ’58 
passed away in May 2011 at the age 
of 72. 
Timothy M. Tulley SJ ’66 passed 
away in August 2011 at the age of 62.
Sylvia (barto) VanderWerff VA 
’42 passed away in September 2011.
Patricia Green Wolf VA ’82 passed 
away in September 2011 at the age 
of 47.
Stephen a. Yochum SJ ’74 passed 
away in August 2011 at the age of 55. 
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It’s time for your

Milestone Reunion
1962 - 50 years
1967 - 45 years

1972 - 40 years
1977 - 35 years
1982 - 30 years 

1987 - 25 years
1992 - 20 years
1997 - 15 years

2002 - 10 years
2007 - 5 years

If you are interested in participating as a reunion committee chair, co-chair, member or any other capacity, please 
contact Kellie Clinton ’03, Alumni/ae Development Coordinator, at kclinton@vasj.com or 216-481-8414 ext. 284. 
Don’t miss this opportunity to reconnect with your classmates!

in MeMOriAM

VASJ deeply appreciates being notified when a graduate passes away. If you have 
such news to share, please contact Kellie Clinton, Alumni & Alumnae Development 
Coordinator, at kclinton@vasj.com or 216-481-8414 ext. 284.



The Swim - $15,000
• 2 VIP Tables (16 people)
•  Logo/sponsorship recognition on event 

program cover
•  Full-page ad in event program
•  Corporate banner displayed at the event  

(provided by sponsor)
•  Corporate logo and name featured on poster 

(foam board at the event)
•  Logo on website and printed materials for 

event
•  4 emails to VASJ alum base
•  Sponsor speaking opportunity (5 minutes) at 

event
•  Recognition in communication advertising
•  4 passes to all home athletic events for 1 year

Classic Mixer 
VIKINGS Saturday,  

April 14, 2012 
6 p.m.

Faith. Family. Future.
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The Limbo - $10,000
•  2 VIP Tables (16 people)
•  Full-page ad in event program
•  Corporate logo and name featured on 

poster (foam board at the event)
•  Logo on website and printed 

materials for event
•  3 emails to VASJ alum base
•  Recognition during the event
•  Recognition in communication 

advertising
•  4 passes to all home athletic events 

for 1 year

The Pony - $5,000
•  1 Table (8 people)
•  Half-page ad in event program
•  Corporate logo and name featured on poster 

(foam board at the event)
•  Logo on website
•  2 emails to VASJ alum base
•  4 passes to all home athletic events for 1 year

Locomotion - $2,500
•  1 Table (8 people)
•  Acknowledgement in the program
•  Logo on website 
•  1 email to VASJ alum base
•  2 passes to all home athletic events for 1 year

Join us to celebrate the 2nd annual

TiCKETs 
$50/person or $90/couple

For further information regarding reservations please 
contact Ruby Harris at 216-481-8414 ext. 209.

SponSorShip informAtion

LADIES NIGHT OUT
Sponsored by the Villa Angela Alumnae Association

Call your classmates and female friends! EVERYONE is welcome!

Join us for an evening of good food, lots of fun, great friends, 
and great memories. Plus, auctions, side boards and 50/25/25.

Villa Angela-St. Joseph High School Gym
18491 Lakeshore Blvd. Cleveland, OH 44119

Thursday, May 3, 2012

Cost: $38/person
Doors open at 5:30 p.m.

Dinner at 6:30 p.m.

*Spring Theme - Wear your flowers and pastels
Call Nancy Naujoks at 216-481-8414 ext. 224 for reservations.

reservation Deadline: April 27, 2012
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