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The story of our school’s success is a story about individual students who are models of leadership  
and Christian behavior. Billy and Carlie and Vaughn and Malia, along with their classmates,  

make VASJ a success story worth supporting. 

MAKE YOUR GIFT TODAY.  Use the enclosed contribution envelope or visit vasj.com.

The VASJ story is a story about Billy Vidmar ’17, cross-
country runner and award-winning creative writer, who 
earned an A+ in each and every class he took (some with 
more than 100%).

It is the story of Carlie Beard ’16, cheerleader and 
Student Ambassador, who represents VASJ with a 
cheerful spirit and an attitude of service to others both 
inside and outside the school.

It is the story of Vaughn Johnson ’15, the embodiment 
of the “student athlete,” who contributes equally to our 
championship basketball team and to the five honors 
courses he took (in addition to engineering, which he took 
as his elective “freebie”).

It is the story of Malia Harvey ’14, a Scheidel Scholar 
who balanced rigorous academics with a full schedule of 
extracurricular and family activities during her senior year. 
The third of eight children, Malia will be joining her sister, 
Alexandria ’12, at the University of Dayton in the fall.

Villa Angela-St. Joseph High School is a story of success. From the past year alone:
• Fastest-growing private high school in Ohio.
•  Selective admissions bringing us the region’s top 

students.

• One hundred percent college enrollment.
• Winner of a 20th state championship.
•  An unmatched record of service to Catholic ideals.
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When Maya Angelou died this past May, she left 
us with a legacy of inspiring words and powerful 
example. She spoke eloquently about the role of 
service and generosity in our lives.

“When we give cheerfully and accept gratefully,” 
she said, “everyone is blessed.”

Our cover story in this issue explores the 
importance of service among the values we impart 
to our students. They learn to serve cheerfully. Our 
success would not be possible without the generosity 
of our donors and volunteers. We accept it most 
gratefully.

We are blessed.
In just a year, we will be celebrating the 25th 

anniversary of the merger of Villa Angela Academy 
and St. Joseph High School. At the time of the 
merger, some believed that the journey of service 
and generosity that began with the Ursulines at VA 
in 1878 and the Marianists at St. Joe’s in 1950 would 
soon come to an end.

But with the encouragement and support of the 
Diocese of Cleveland, we chose to confidently 
journey on. Today, we have the satisfaction of 
knowing our confidence was well placed.

We continue the journey as the fastest-growing 
private high school in Ohio. While the final numbers 
are not yet in, we look forward to our largest 
enrollment in years. For the third year in a row, 100 
percent of our graduates this past June are heading to 
college.

The total of merit-based college scholarships earned 
by these students gives testimony to the quality of 
education they received here. On a per-student basis, 

the 2014 graduates earned an average of more than 
$121,000! 

Meanwhile, the physical environment for our 
students reflects their progress. Please mark your 
calendar for August 17 when we will have a 
community reception to show off the numerous 
improvements we have made to our building. See the 
back cover for details. 

As time moves on, of course, there is always 
change. With our thanks for a job extremely well 
done, we say goodbye to Terri Richards, who leaves 
VASJ after five years as Director of Admissions.

Please welcome Kevin Flynt ’70 as our new 
Director of Admissions. He is profiled on page 
14. And succeeding Mary Paxton as Director of 
Advancement is Babe Kwasniak ’94. See page 4. 

Finally, we are pleased to 
promote Kellie (Clinton) Watrobski 
’03 to the newly created post of 
Associate Director of Admissions. 
Kellie has organized admissions 
and alumni activities at VASJ 
since 2011. In that time, she has 
improved communications with 
alumni, students and parents. In 

her new role, she will expand her work to enhance the 
admissions and new-student experience. 

Kellie and her colleagues give cheerfully and 
accept gratefully. Yes, surely, at VASJ we are blessed.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

Giving cheerfully,
accepting gratefully

ON THE COVER: Daesha Cook ’15 colors with her buddy from Oliver Hazard Perry Elementary School in Cleveland 
as a part of the Teen Leadership Corps mentoring program.
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL

mind, body & spiritEducating

Being in the education field can be both a blessing 
and a curse. It is one of the only professions in which 
the “final product” usually goes unseen. That’s the 
curse. We as humans want to see the final product. We 
want to see the fruits of our labor. 

Students come to VASJ, spend four years with us 
and then move on to the next chapter in their lives. 
When they leave after graduation, we often do not 
know if they have received everything we tried to 
give them. Sure, they passed all their Ohio Graduation 
Tests (OGTs) and got accepted to college, so we know 
they got the book knowledge. The book knowledge, 
however, is only a small part of what we do here at 
VASJ. Our goal is to educate the whole child – mind, 
body and spirit.

What about the rest? Did they get it? Did they learn 
to respect all of God’s creations, including themselves? 
Did they learn that the reason to do the right thing is 
simply because it’s the right thing to do? Did they learn 
to be a true servant of God? The list of questions goes 
on and on.

How do we ever know the answers to these 
questions? I believe the answers can be found through 
our faith. We know that God has a plan and that He has 

put us in this exact spot at this exact time for a reason. 
We believe that we are exactly where we are supposed 
to be, doing exactly what we are doing.

We believe that God has given us a mission, and that 
He will help us see it through. We are His instruments. 
We are His tools. This is our calling. Just as we believe 
that one day we will have eternal life with our Father 
in the Kingdom of Heaven, we believe that He will 
cultivate in our students what we have planted. This, 
like all things, happens on His time, not ours.

I ran into a recent VASJ grad at a basketball 
game this year. He informed me that he was 
studying criminal justice in college and wanted to 
be a police officer after graduation. He specifically 
mentioned wanting to work in a drug task force unit.  
I commended him on his ambitions, to which he 
responded, “I am just trying to become a better man. I 
want to give to others what VASJ gave to me.”

This young man got it. That’s the blessing.                                                                           

Christ’s Peace,

David M. Csank

READER FEEDBACK
We’d love to hear your thoughts on VASJ Magazine. Send your questions, 
comments or concerns to Emily Robinson, director of communications, at 
erobinson@vasj.com or 216-481-8414 ext. 235.

Update your contact information.
Help us update our records by providing us with your current contact information, 
including your email address, so you continue to receive our communications. 

Mail To:
Villa Angela-St. Joseph High School
Attn: Advancement Office
18491 Lakeshore Boulevard
Cleveland, OH 44119

Fax To:
216-486-1035
Or Update Online:
www.vasj.com/alumni
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ADMISSIONS

As we close the books on another school year and 
wrap up registration for the incoming class of 2018, 
the state of admissions at VASJ can be summed up 
pretty succinctly. It’s been another good year. 

This year has been good for many reasons. First, the 
graduation of the Class of 2014 marks an important 
milestone for VASJ because it is was the class initially 
admitted under the selective admissions plan put into 
place just over four years ago. 

This group was selected for their accomplishments 
and promise in a strategic move to raise the academic 
bar at VASJ in order to prepare our students for a 
more competitive environment in college and beyond. 
They did not disappoint, as their small collective 
number received an impressive $4.5 million in merit 
scholarships awarded by their colleges of choice. 

These students have grown from a stellar group 
of individuals into a family of college-bound young 
adults, full of potential. We are proud that each of 
these “selected” freshmen have made the most of 
their four years with us and have been accepted 
to colleges as graduating seniors. Their choices in 
higher education are as diverse as they are, with 
many moving into a smaller school community such 
as Keuka College in the Adirondacks as well as Big 
10 schools. As they did as incoming freshmen, our 
newest VASJ alums are making their mark. 

Our admissions process over the last four years 
and the successes of those admitted has resulted in 
drawing a larger pool of applicants and subsequent 
class sizes have grown steadily. Again this year we’ve 

continued to attract students from a wider and wider 
area throughout Northeast Ohio. We are proud to 
include more students from Cleveland’s west side as 
well as top students from the more distant suburbs 
of Hudson and Twinsburg as members of our Viking 
family as part of the Class of 2018. 

Ultimately, these larger freshman classes get us 
closer to our overall desired enrollment of 450-550 
students. This target number positions us well in the 
coeducational Cleveland Catholic high school market 
because we can attract a quality population of students 
looking for a school sizeable enough to provide a 
wide range of course offerings and co-curricular 
activities but who desire a more intimate and personal 
educational experience than what is provided at 
schools of a thousand. 

It is a humbling experience to ask families to 
entrust their precious young adults to us for the 
most important four years of their lives. The mission 
of guiding their spiritual, ethical and intellectual 
development is serious business and one with 
little margin for error. I believe it is a mission that 
is uniquely suited for our Ursuline and Marianist 
foundation coupled with the best-practices in 
admissions and education that we have put into place. 
As we stay this course, it’s been another good year for 
enrolling and graduating Vikings that will make our 
20,000+ alums – the readers of this magazine – proud.

Admissions plan
successis a continuing

Terri M. Richards

2014-15 Admissions Dates

OPEN HOUSES
Wednesday, October 8, 2014, 6 p.m.
Thursday, November 20, 2014, 6 p.m.
Tuesday, March 24, 2015, 6 p.m.

ENTRANCE EXAMS
Saturday, October 18, 2014, 9 a.m.
Wednesday, November 5, 2014, 4 p.m.
Saturday, November 22, 2014, 9 a.m.
Saturday, February 7, 2015, 9 a.m.
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ADVANCEMENT

On May 1, 2014, Babe Kwasniak ’94 was named 
Director of Advancement at Villa Angela-St. Joseph 
High School.

In essence, it is a job he feels like he has prepared for 
much of his adult life. Promoting the advancement of 
the students, the tradition and the history of the grand 
old institution at the corner of East 185th and Lakeshore 
has been a passion of his long before he got the title. 

During high school at VASJ, Kwasniak was a 
member of the National Honor Society, Peer Ministry 
and Student Council. He played basketball for the 
Vikings, who won state titles in 1991, 1992 and 
1994. He returned in 2010 as head coach of his alma 
mater and has led the team to the Division IV state 
championship in 2013 and the Division III state runner-
up finish this past March. 

Kwasniak grew up in the Viking Village, watching 
some of the all-time greats at the school play as his 
father, Tedd, served as an assistant and later as head 
coach at the school. Kwasniak bleeds Columbia Blue 
and Red and the advancement and continued growth 
of the school and the students are of paramount 
importance to the 1999 graduate of the United States 
Military Academy (West Point, NY) where he played 
four years of Division I college basketball (team captain 
for two years). 

“When I tell people about my new journey as 
Director of Advancement at VASJ, people often respond 
by saying, ‘That sounds like the perfect job for you,’ ” 
Kwasniak says.

“The job is new, VASJ is not. I was a part of the first 
merged class of VASJ in 1994. Twenty years have gone 
by fast and we are set to have our reunion this year. I 
can’t wait to mingle with some of the faces that have 
impacted my life to this day.

“This will be my fifth year as head basketball coach 
of a storied program. I tell our players all the time that 
their most important job is to represent the Viking 
uniform with pride and class. Alumni across the country 
have to be able to watch us and say – ‘that’s how a 
Viking is supposed to act.’ ”

new Director of Advancement

Kwasniak was awarded the Army Achievement 
Medal, the Army Commendation Medal, the Army 
Meritorious Service Medal and the Army Global War 
on Terrorism Medal. He left the United States Army in 
May 2004, where he achieved the rank of Captain.

Kwasniak worked for Ameripath, a leading 
anatomic pathology company that specializes in cancer 
diagnostics from 2005-2012. In 2010 he was named 
“Sales Director of the Year.”

Kwasniak led the All-Army service basketball team 
to a gold medal in 2001, 2002 and 2004. He coached 
the Armed Forces team to an international gold medal 
in Brussels, Belgium, in 2001 and 2004. He was an 
assistant coach at the University of Missouri-Kansas 
City from 2005 to 2007 and coached at St. James High 
School in Lenexa, Kansas, in 2008.

While athletics have always been an important part 
of his life, Kwasniak often stresses it is only a small 
part and the advancement of VASJ will go well beyond 
state championship banners and gold trophies filling the 
cases in the hallways.

“So how do we advance our institution? My strategy 
has derived from our favorite math teacher and Dean of 
Students – the late Tim Robertson ’62. At his funeral, 
the priest proclaimed Mr. Robertson had an ‘irrational 
love for the school he worked at.’ Doesn’t that describe 
all of us? Here is my plan – love VASJ,” Kwasniak said. 

“My goal is to follow Mr. Robertson’s lead when it 
comes to loving the school and giving back to make 
it as great an institution of education, diversity and 
opportunity as it ever was. It is my goal, it is my 
passion, and now it is my job, to help get the school and 
the students and the faculty to the highest limits of all of 
our potential.”   

Kwasniak is married to Dr. Laura Kwasniak, a 
dermatologist at Hirsh Dermatology in Mayfield 
Village. Laura is also a West Point graduate and former 
Army Officer. They have three sons – B.K. 11, Quinn 
7, and Logan 2. The Kwasniaks reside in Highland 
Heights.

Welcome
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IN THE VILLAGE
A group of VASJ 
students gather on 
stage to say “thank 
you” to donors at the 
Classic Mixer.

Fundraising records were broken at Villa Angela-St. Joseph High 
School’s Fourth Annual Classic Mixer Gala held on Saturday, April 
5. After all expenses were paid, the school netted $250,000, making 
it the most successful fundraising event in the history of the school 
(including founding schools Villa Angela Academy and St. Joseph 
High School).

Of the $250,000 netted, $195,000 was raised for “Continuing 
the Dream” which provides funds to be used exclusively toward 
scholarships and financial aid for deserving students and families.

Board of Advisors Chairman Don Dailey ’70 set the stage for 
“Continuing the Dream” by announcing that a group of “Dream 
Makers” had each agreed to donate $5,000 or more. Leading the 
list was Joseph Scaminace ’71 with a donation of $25,000. Several 
additional donors stepped up to join the Dream Makers at the event. 

In support of the 23 former St. Peter Chanel High School students 
who transferred to VASJ, a group called the “Firebird Family Dream 

Ladies Night Out raises record amount 
     for VASJ and the Ursuline Sisters of Cleveland

The Ladies Night Out committee, chaired by Marilyn (Tucci) Belevice ’68, 
once again filled the VASJ gym with nearly 300 Villa Angela Academy and 
VASJ alumnae, friends and family for a another 
successful fundraiser for the school.

This year, the event raised a record amount 
of more than $13,000. Ladies Night Out is held 
annually on the first Thursday in May and includes 
one of the best basket auction raffles in the area, 
side boards, and 50/25/25 raffles. Most importantly, 
though, Ladies Night Out gives women a chance 
for a fun evening reminiscing with friends and 
classmates.

2014 Classic Mixer Gala 
nets $250,000

Makers” then was announced. Before the night was over, supporters of 
the former Chanel students had given $35,000.

Jeff and Dr. Sandra (Pertekel) Turner ’66 announced that they 
would join the Dream Makers by donating $20,000 to endow The 
Evelyn A. Svete Memorial Scholarship at VASJ, named in honor of 
Sandra’s aunt who was a 1941 graduate of Villa Angela Academy. The 
couple received a standing ovation from the enthusiastic crowd of 330 
attendees.

In addition to faculty and staff, 
current VASJ students were a 
significant presence at the event. 
Junior Danielle Paus and sophomore 
John Henry Posey served as the 
night’s emcees.

The event was a true team effort 
and would not have been possible 
without the hard work of the event 
chair Mike Romeo ’88 and the entire 
Classic Mixer committee.

“Every successive year, our 
donors, staff and volunteers outdo themselves,” says VASJ President 
Richard Osborne ’69. “Their support speaks volumes about their 
commitment to continue the dream of a VASJ education for 
generations to come.”

Dr. Sandra (Pertekel) Turner ’66 
and her husband, Jeff.

Front: Ann Iffarth Hirsch ’64. Back: Sandy Sincich Subel ’68 
and Marilyn Tucci Belevice ’68.

Margaret Staunton Heffernan ’73, Michelle Fuerst ’81, Concetta 
(Connie) Siciliano Atlagovich ’81, Nora Ward Yoskovich ’81 and 
Janine Woltman ’81 enjoy mingling with friends and classmates 
at the annual Ladies Night Out event.  
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A successful season by just about any team’s standard, 
the 2013-14 boys basketball campaign left Villa 
Angela-St. Joseph High School wanting more. 

Despite a brutal schedule that featured a plethora of 
nationally ranked teams in the month of January, VASJ 
finished the year at 22-8. The Vikings defeated Mentor and 
St. Ignatius in big non-conference victories, won the outright 
NCL White Division championship for a second straight 
season, claimed the program’s 28th district title with an 
emotional win over Warrensville Heights and advanced to 
the boys basketball state final four for a 13th time in school 
history by taking a regional title at Canton. 

VASJ defeated Columbus Bishop Ready, 55-40, in a 
Division III state semifinal on March 21 to qualify for a spot 
in the state championship game for the 10th time in program 
history. The Vikings were in search of a sixth state title and 

the first in D-III, but 
came up two points short 
in a 64-62 loss to Lima 
Central Catholic in the 
finals. 

VASJ has won five 
boys basketball state 
championships and has 
been state runner-up five 
times. The Vikings were 
trying to win back-to-
back titles for the third 
time in school history 
after accomplishing the 
feat in 1991 and 1992, 
and again in 1994 and 
1995. VASJ won the 

2013 Division IV state crown, but came up a basket shy of 
the D-III title on March 22.

“If we learn something from this, then it might be the best 
thing for us,” VASJ Coach Babe Kwasniak ’94 said after the 
state championship game. “We are going to be pretty good 
next year. We were pretty good this year. We just came up 
short. But I know our guys will be motivated to not feel this 
way again.”

Individually, there were plenty of highlights for the young 
Vikings, who had five juniors in the starting lineup.

Junior stars Brian Parker and Carlton Bragg reached the 
1,000-point plateau for their careers. Junior center Dererk 
Pardon finished the season averaging a double-double (10 
points, 11 rebounds) and earned a scholarship offer from 
Northwestern. Junior point guard Mo Johnson had a break 
out game in a state semifinal win over Columbus Bishop 
Ready. Sharpshooting junior guard Simon Texidor had one of 
his best game’s on ESPNU against Bishop Gorman (Nevada) 
in early January. 

The team’s only senior, Deandre Forte, was selected to play 
in the GCBCA All-Star Game and the News-Herald Classic. 

Parker was named the AP co-player of the year in the 
state in Division III, earned player of the year honors for the 
D-III Northeast Lakes District, in the North Coast League 
and for the News-Herald and was named to the 2014 Max 
Preps Junior All-Amercian team. Bragg was a second-team 
All-Ohio selection and a first team pick by the NCL, All-
Northeast Lakes, News-Herald and Plain Dealer. Pardon was 
a first-team All News-Herald selection. 

Coach Babe Kwasniak was named the NCL White coach 
of the year and the OhioVarsity.com Division III-IV coach of 
the year. 

The boys basketball team celebrates the 75-62 district title win over Warrensville Heights 
on March 7. It was the 28th district title win for VASJ’s basketball program.

Boys 
basketball D-III state runner-up

VASJ senior Deandre Forte accepts the 
Division III state runner-up trophy following the 

Vikings’ 64-62 loss to Lima Central Catholic 
in the state championship game at Value City 

Arena in Columbus on March 22.
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IN THE VILLAGE

An eventful winter for the Villa Angela-St. Joseph High School girls basketball team ended 
with a Division IV district runner-up trophy and plenty of promise for 2014-15.

The Vikings finished with 16 wins, including a pair of victories over rival Cleveland 
Central Catholic and a sectional championship. VASJ beat Ledgemont and Fairport at the 
Viking Village to win the D-IV sectional crown and then outlasted Maplewood in overtime to 
advance to the district championship game at Grand Valley.

The Vikings’ season ended with a loss to Cuyahoga Heights in the district finals on March 1.

Girls basketball earns D-IV district runner-up

A pair of Villa Angela-St. Joseph High School standouts 
highlighted the 2013-14 wrestling season.

Sophomore Joey Tromba won the 120-pound Division III 
Independence sectional championship with an 8-2 decision in the 
finals. Tromba became the first sectional wrestling champion for 
VASJ since current Ohio University standout Phil Wellington ’12 
won a title in 2011. He also became the youngest sectional champ in 
Coach Bob Mullin’s (’88) 15-year tenure with the Vikings.

Senior W.D. Hudson (pictured above) rebounded from a tough 1-0 
loss in the sectional semifinals at 138 pounds to take third place.

Both Tromba and Hudson advanced to the D-III Garfield Heights 
district tournament with a state tournament berth available.

Tromba finished fifth at Garfield Heights and went to Columbus 
as an alternate, but did not wrestle in the state tournament. Hudson 
was knocked out of the district tournament before qualifying 
for Columbus, but finished his career as a highly decorated and 
respected member of the Vikings wrestling family.

VASJ finished sixth at the North Coast League wrestling 
tournament. The Vikings had a fourth place, a third place and a 
runner-up finish and ended with 43.50 points.

VASJ hosted the Hunter Memorial Tri-Meet on Feb. 7 at the 
Viking Village. It was the lone home match of the season and was 
highlighted by a very successful spaghetti dinner fundraiser for the 
wrestling program in honor of the late Jeff Hunter ’85. 

VASJ sends sophomore 
to Columbus as an alternate 
for state wrestling tournament

The Vikings were able to add yet one more state championship 
this past winter thanks to the varsity cheerleading squad.

VASJ went to Bowling Green State University on March 16 
and won the Division IV Cheerleading – Mount state title. Coach 
Tori Ung’s squad defeated Sebring McKinley, Warren JFK and 
Lincolnview in the championship competition at BG for the 
Vikings’ third cheerleading crown since 2006 and second under the 
guidance of Ung (2010 title).

“This was very exciting for the girls because they overcame a lot. 
It seemed like we were left rearranging things every week because 
of injuries, but they came together at the right time at states,” Ung 
said.

There were 27 girls who competed on the squad. Most squad 
members are football or basketball cheerleaders, which allows the 
team to develop chemistry and work on routines for periods of time 
before the state championship competition.

Cheerleaders win state championship
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KATELYN (DAVIES) KAMAN, ’03
VASJ Alumna 

“For the first 30 minutes after being diagnosed with cancer, 
I was distraught,” says Katelyn (Davies) Kaman ’03 
who was just 22 years old at the time. “Then I reminded 

myself I used to go through the hardest basketball practices at 
VASJ. This is nothing.”

Her battle with thyroid cancer, which had spread to her lymph 
nodes by the time she was diagnosed, turned out to be more than 
“nothing.” She went through three years of treatment that included 

radioactive Iodine pills and several surgeries before 
going into remission.

Although she never will be “cured” – Kaman will 
spend the rest of her life getting blood tests and 
undergoing scans to make sure the cancer hasn’t 
returned – she has been cancer free for four years.

It takes a special person to refer to cancer as 
a blessing, yet that is exactly how Kaman views 
her bout with thyroid cancer – as a blessing that 
brought her closer to friends and family and gave 
her a new perspective on the meaning of life. 

She says her positive attitude, her ability to 
overcome her challenges and even her professional 
success as an attorney in Columbus, all come back 
to her decision to transfer to VASJ during her 
sophomore year. 

“The decision to make that transfer has pretty 
much changed my life,” she says. “Everything has 
blossomed since that day of shadowing at VASJ.”

She felt like something was missing from her 
freshman year at another local high school. She was 
looking to find a school where she felt like she was 
part of a big family, the way she had felt during her 
elementary school days at St. Paschal Baylon in 
Highland Heights. 

After shadowing at VASJ, she instantly felt the 
school’s family spirit and knew it was the kind of 
environment she had been searching for.

“The camaraderie of the classmates at VASJ was 
not like any other school,” Kaman says. 

The closeness could be felt between the students 
and teachers, too. 

“I’ve had a lot of teachers and a lot of professors 
but the way VASJ teachers really get to know their students is not 
something that everyone has the opportunity to experience,” she 
says. “The one-on-one contact that you get with your teachers is 
really important.”

Math teacher Gary Minadeo ’74 is one of the teachers who really 
stands out. “I clearly remember him talking about your relationship 
with God and how important it is keep Him close,” she says. 
Minadeo’s words were powerful and have stayed with her over the 
years. She thought of those words many times throughout her battle 
with cancer.

She also was helped by the lessons she learned as a member of 

By Emily Robinson

Facing challenges
persis  persistence  with
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the Lady Vikings basketball team. She still gets choked up when 
she thinks about how much her teammates and her coach, Tim 

Delaney ’69, made her a better, stronger person – both mentally and 
physically. 

“Basketball was always a really important passion in my life,” 
she says. “I still get emotional even thinking about it. Going to 
practice, working hard and being a part of the team – those types of 
values are instilled in you for the rest of your life.” 

To Kaman, the principles learned in basketball are applicable to 
other areas of her life.

“You’re preparing, you’re getting ready for your 
opponent and you’re working hard,” she says. “That 
preparation helped me on the basketball court, in 
school and now as a lawyer.”

It even helped her prepare for her biggest battle: the 
battle for her life against cancer. 

VASJ did more than just teach her the importance of 
setting goals. The school gave her the tools she would 
need to achieve those goals and succeed in college and 
beyond. 

After high school, she went on to attend Washington 
Jefferson College in Pennsylvania where she played 
basketball and majored in political science. 

“My education was built upon everything I learned 
at VASJ,” Kaman says. “I was more than prepared to 
go there and I credit VASJ for that. It all goes back to 
my decision to transfer there.”

She had been accepted to several law schools but 
Kaman’s goal was to attend the Cleveland Marshall College of Law, 
and was determined to reach that goal.

“VASJ taught me to be persistent about what you want out of 
life,” she says. “I wanted to go there and I was going to do whatever 
it took to get there.”

So she called them every week to express her interest in attending 
the school and ask for their consideration. 

“It was a fine balance between expressing my interest without 
being a pest,” she says. 

Her persistence paid off and finally, two weeks before the 
semester started, she received the phone call that she had been 
accepted. 

The call came just weeks after Kaman had been diagnosed with 
thyroid cancer. She wasn’t about to let cancer get in the way of her 
law school dreams. She decided to undergo treatment while also 
attending her first year of law school. 

It wasn’t easy, but then again, easy was never really her thing. 
And she had the support of her family to get her through. Attending 

law school locally allowed Kaman to live at home 
during school. 

“Having that family support was all part of God’s 
plan to pull it all together in the long run,” she says. 
Also included in God’s plan, she says, was cancer 
leading her to meet her husband, Jeffrey, who 

approached her one day in law school when he could tell she was 
having a bad day.

“He’s my biggest supporter,” Kaman says. “When you have 
someone on your team like that, you need to keep them around.” 
The couple recently celebrated their second wedding anniversary. 

Her Viking family was there to lend her support, too. When 
she had rough days, she would look down at the “Cancer Sucks” 
bracelet she was given by her VASJ classmate Joe Veasey, who lost 

his battle to cancer in 2007.
“I was so touched that he gave it to me,” she says. 

“He probably needed it more than I did but he wanted 
me to have it. It was a reminder of my VASJ family 
when I was going through the toughest times. Cancer 
definitely brings people together.”

In her 29 years of life, Kaman has faced more than 
her fair share of challenges and obstacles. Thanks 
to her faith in God and her Viking spirit, she always 
manages to come out on the other side with a smile 
and a new, positive outlook on life. 

“I can honestly say that when I have faced difficult 
challenges in my life, the same principles that I 
learned at VASJ always come back: faith, family, 
persistence and hard work.”

She says the scars she sees on her body every day 
when she looks in the mirror are a constant reminder 
of the blessing of life and the gift of each day. She 

knows better than anyone how important it is to live each day to the 
fullest. 

She works three jobs, including working for a company that 
specializes in electronic litigation, taking on cases through 
Franklin County to represent children who are victims of neglect, 
and coaching a varsity girls basketball team at a private school in 
Columbus.

“My days are pretty crazy,” Kaman says. “I am basically reliving 
Mr. Delaney’s schedule 10 years later but I love it.” Her basketball 
players are running the same intense Viking drills from her days on 
the team at VASJ. She knows if her players can get through those 
practices, they can get through anything life throws their way.

“Even though 10 years have passed since graduation day, I 
remember clearly that day when all students were told we would 
be Vikings for life,” Kaman says. “Each day I think I come a little 
closer to a complete understanding of what that means.” 

I can honestly say that when I have faced 
difficult challenges in my life, the same principles 
that I learned at VASJ always come back: faith, 
family, persistence and hard work.

Katelyn (Davies) Kaman 
’03 is embraced by former 
basketball Coach Tim 
Delaney ’69.
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COVER STORY
Members of VASJ's TLC class pose 
with Teen Leadership Corps Executive 
Director Mary Ann Creamer. 

When Daesha Cook ’15 met her buddy from Oliver Hazard 
Perry Elementary School for the first time, she was faced 
with the difficult task of getting the shy kindergartner to 

open up and engage. 
“At first she was really quiet,” Cook says. “She didn’t really say 

much. I just kept asking her questions and sometimes she would 
just shake her head.”

The O.H. Perry students weren’t the only ones who were a 
little timid about the experience. For some of the VASJ students, 
interacting with and developing relationships with their buddies 
came very naturally. For others, however, it pushed them out of 
their comfort zones. But it is just that sort of challenge that the Teen 
Leadership Corps, which was introduced into the curriculum at 
VASJ this past year, is designed to help teen leaders overcome.

As time went on and relationships developed, the O.H. Perry 
buddies grew to trust their VASJ mentors and anxiously awaited 
their arrival each month. Likewise, the VASJ students grew more 

confident in their leadership skills as the partnership progressed.
“The Teen Leadership Corps is an opportunity to train aspiring 

young leaders to make a difference in their community,” says 
VASJ’s Campus Minister and TLC instructor Jill Latkovich. “It 
builds confidence in them to carry those skills into the future and 
give them a really good opportunity to experience learning outside 
of the classroom.” 

VASJ is the only school in Cleveland with a Teen Leadership 
Corps program. An important component to the curriculum is for 
the students in the TLC program to work with younger children in 
the community. The partnership with O.H. Perry was the perfect 
opportunity for TLC students to accomplish that.

Twice a month, the students in VASJ’s TLC program traveled to 
O.H. Perry in Cleveland to mentor and develop relationships with 
the kindergarten and first-grade students there. VASJ students met 
with the same buddy each time they visited.

Elaine Solomon, longtime teacher of the kindergarten and first-
grade class at O.H. Perry, thought the partnership with VASJ was 
extremely beneficial to her students. 

Teen Leadership Corps
trains aspiring young leaders

By Emily Robinson
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“It has been really great,” Solomon says. “Seeing the kids get 
excited about someone coming to see them and showing them 
compassion – it has given them a lot.” 

The VASJ students found the partnership equally rewarding.
“I feel like we are their big brothers and sisters and they look up 

to us,” says Diamond  Wilson ’15. “We are their role models so 
when they see us doing something right, they do it, too.”

Simple activities like reading and coloring together meant the 
world to their little buddies. “They really look up to us,” says 
Regan Roberts ’15. 

Cook says the partnership with O.H. Perry was about showing 
their buddies that they have role models who believe in them and 
want to see them succeed.

“We provided them with the encouragement to get there,” says 
Cook. 

If the success of the mentorship program with O.H. Perry were 
to be measured by the amount of hugs and high fives that started 
and ended each visit, it is safe to say it was a huge hit. 

This and other successes of VASJ’s TLC program would not 
have been possible without the sponsorship and support of Euclid 
Hospital.

“We treasure the opportunity that we at the hospital and you 
at VASJ are all working to help those in need and make this 
community a better place,” says Euclid Hospital President Dr. 
Mark Froimson. 

Members of the Euclid Hospital medical staff were able to 
witness firsthand the positive impact of the class as the TLC 
students served as teen volunteers at the hospital every week of the 
second semester, helping nurses and interacting with patients. 

“VASJ is really imparting great values in the students,” says 
Richard Lea, vice president of operations at Euclid Hospital. “This 
is a great program for the community and we look forward to 
doing it again.” 

Students in the TLC program also planned and implemented 
several important events at VASJ throughout the year – all with the 
goal of making the school and the community a better place. 

At the beginning of the year, the students planned a luncheon 
to welcome new transfer students to the VASJ family and provide 
them with a chance to get to know some of their classmates. 
This was especially important with so many students coming to 
VASJ from St. Peter Chanel High School, helping to make their 
transition easier. 

The class also sponsored a collection of winter items such as 
hats, gloves and scarves for the Boys and Girls Clubs of Cleveland 
as well as organizing a toy drive collection for Toys for Tots. The 
group's final project was planning an assembly and "grim reaper" 
day to raise awareness about the dangers of drunken driving.

The students in VASJ’s TLC program learned that by working 
together, they could make a significant difference in the lives of 
others. 

“The TLC program teaches kids to embrace each other’s 
differences while helping them find common ground to bring 
about positive change,” says VASJ Principal David Csank. “Being 
different does not mean people cannot work together in peace and 
harmony.”

Latkovich enjoyed watching the students in the TLC class 
learn to work together and found they grew confidence in their 
leadership skills after each successful event. 

“We learned something new about ourselves,” says Charvez 
Windham ’15. “We learned that we are all leaders.” 

Not only did they learn that each and every one of the members 
in the class were leaders in their own way, they also learned how to 
use each of their strengths to accomplish their goals as a team. 

“The class is about stretching the student,” says Latkovich. “It 
challenges them and teaches them to plan things as a group. They 
are all in different places but learn to respect each other.

“TLC teaches students the value of good citizenship and giving 
back,” she adds. “It’s not just about doing something good but 
understanding why it is important. It helps students to become 
more compassionate and empathetic to those around them.” 

Teaching the importance of service to others is not a new 
concept at VASJ. The school is guided by the core values of 
the Ursuline Sisters and Marianist Brothers, which emphasize 
the importance of educating in service, justice and peace, and 
promoting social consciousness. 

Every student at VASJ is required to complete nearly 75 hours 
of community service before graduating. The TLC program gives 
students an even deeper appreciation of the importance of serving 
others by giving them the leadership tools and training necessary 
to initiate positive change in the community.  

“They will all be leaders in their lives,” Latkovich says. “The 
leadership skills that they learn here they can use anywhere in their 
future.”

Emily Robinson is the director of communications at Villa Angela-
St. Joseph High School.

Members of VASJ's TLC class with instructor Jill Latkovich (front right) 
and representatives from program sponsor Euclid Hospital (back left).
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LINDA WARREN, ’73
VA Alumna 

Linda Warren ’73 started out as a community organizer, and 
while she’s changed careers several times her goal remains 
the same – to help make Cleveland and the region better.

“Social justice, social action, that appealed to me,” she says 
of her early career. “I wanted to empower the residents of these 
neighborhoods to demand that they live in a clean, safe place. To 
stand up and take control of their lives around blight.”

Today, Warren holds several titles, all aligned with her mission 
of improving Cleveland. She is the senior vice-president of 
Placemaking for Cleveland Neighborhood Progress. CNP is a 
nonprofit intermediary that funds community 
development corporations to support 
redevelopment in Cleveland Neighborhoods.

At the same time, she is also president 
of Village Capital Corp., a subsidiary of 
Cleveland Neighborhood Progress that helps fund community 
redevelopment real estate projects through its $20 million in 
available loan capital. 

Over the past 10 years, more than $35 million has been invested 
by Village Capital Corp. to create 3,500 housing units and over 1.5 
million square feet of retail/industrial space.

Finally, she is president of New Village Corporation, the 
nonprofit development arm of Cleveland Neighborhood Progress, 
which acts as dealmaker and catalyst for projects that are too risky 
for private developers to accomplish on their own.

One of the many projects that New Village Corporation has been 
part of is the redevelopment of Saint Luke’s Hospital into Saint 
Luke’s Manor. The project includes senior housing, new single-
family homes and the recently completed last phase, the east wing 

– a variety of spaces for organizations, a school and more. 
In fact, one of the new tenants includes Cleveland Neighborhood 

Progress’ offices, along with Saint Luke’s 
Foundation, a charter school, the Boys and 
Girls Clubs of Cleveland and other offices and 
meeting rooms. 

 Redeveloping Cleveland and its 
neighborhoods – which have been hard hit by employers leaving 
town, a decline in the population with residents moving to the 
suburbs or out of Ohio entirely, and finally the sub-prime loan crisis 
and subsequent Great Recession – has been Warren’s main focus. 
Cleveland was left with thousands of abandoned homes, depressing 
neighborhoods and resident morale.

By Joan Mazzolini ’79 

I would say that my 
affinity for social justice 
came from [VA].

Developing  
communities.

Empowering 
Clevelanders.
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Joan Mazzolini ’79, former reporter for The Plain Dealer, is now 
communications officer for the Sisters of Charity Foundation of 
Cleveland.

However, the local mood has lifted with new development, an 
influx of residents moving into the center city and a belief that the 
city has made it through the worst and is on the upswing. 

“We are residential promoters, selling living in the city,” she said.
Prior to joining Cleveland Neighborhood Progress, Warren was 

the director of community development for the City of Cleveland, 
overseeing the city’s annual $40 million of federal grant funding 
and for advancing the city’s neighborhood revitalization efforts.

Warren’s work at the city spanned two mayors. She started under 
Cleveland Mayor Michael White and stayed on for the first two 
years of Mayor Jane Campbell.

During that time, she completed her master’s degree in Business 
Administration at Cleveland State University. Earlier she graduated 
from CSU with a bachelor’s degree in Social Work. 

But Warren began her career as community organizer for Citizens 
to Bring Broadway Back, the precursor of the Slavic Village 
Development, in the 1980s when the last recession wreaked havoc 
on the city. 

Warren remembers the down days of Cleveland neighborhoods 
with “streets that didn’t have working fire hydrants, packs of stray 
dogs, little city services.”

The argument of downtown Cleveland versus the neighborhoods, 
which continues today, was just beginning. 

“It’s not ‘either or’ but ‘both and,’ ” she says.
Warren talks about the fond memories she has of Villa Angela, 

and of the women she remains close to from that time. She started 
at the old school and was in the first graduating class of the new 
school. 

“For three years we were in the ‘castle,’ ” she says. “We loved the 
castle.”

Warren credits Villa Angela and the Ursuline Sisters for her 
interests and her career which has been dedicated to making 
Cleveland a better place to work and live. 

“I would say that my affinity for social justice came from there,” 
she says. 

She has continued to be involved with Villa Angela-St. Joseph 
High School as a member of the Endowment Board where similar 
to her work with making the Cleveland region better, she has a 
chance to continue making the school better, too. 

Linda Warren ’73 with Jay Talbot, former program director at the Cleveland Foundation, Goldie Alvis, former program director at the Cleveland 
Foundation and Kate Monter Durban, assistant director at the Cleveland Housing Network.



The fruits of Kevin Flynt’s labor on behalf of Villa Angela-St. Joseph 
High School can be seen in a wide array of settings – in the school’s 
endowment fund, at the annual Classic Mixer fundraiser, even in a 

backyard bocce court where he and his classmates from 1970 gather for a 
weekly game. And now in the Admissions Office of his alma mater.

Flynt’s love for the school has never wavered. For the past several years, 
he and his classmates have challenged themselves and other classes to remain 
involved in VASJ – financially, physically and emotionally. Classmates called 
Flynt the catalyst for those efforts.

“Kevin was the chair and the clear driving force to get us going towards a 
successful 2010 gathering but more so, a class re-engagement with each other 
and the school that has evidenced itself in many ways,” says classmate and 
current board chairman Don Dailey.
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KEVIN FLYNT, SJ ’70
SJ Alumnus

By ----------------Returning home 
though his heart
never left

By Mike Tobin ’91



commander, as we like to say – Dan O’Neil, Bill Centa, Don 
Dailey, Greg Lieb, Joe Vidmar, Neil McCormick, Tom Holmes, 
Greg Patt, Bob Pestak, Tom Bresnan and myself. Most of us knew 
each other, but didn’t necessarily hang together.”

They came up with a 
target for their reunion. In 
addition to catching up on 
old times and having some 
laughs, they pledged to raise 
$100,000 from their class for 
the school.

Not only did they reach 
their goal, they promised 
each other to remain engaged 
at the school. 

“We all agreed that if we 
do take on Kevin’s challenge, 
we all had to commit to stay 
involved actively with VASJ 
as our guarantee that the 
school we remembered with 
love would not only survive, 
but thrive,” Apicella says. 

“Kevin brought us to the table and we all bought in, but only with 
the knowledge we must continue the effort ourselves as the group.”

Dailey served on the school’s Board of Advisors, and brought 
Flynt and Centa with him. Apicella and his sister Marcia (Apicella) 
Kren ’73 agreed to organize the Classic Mixer, which has become 
the school’s largest fundraiser, netting $250,000 earlier this year. 
Old friendships were strengthened and new ones took root.

That can be seen on Monday nights in the summer, when up 
to 40 members of the Class of 1970 gather at the home of Chuck 
Giomuso to play bocce in the back yard. The classmates talk about 
successes and setbacks, the birth of grandchildren and who is 
having a knee replaced. A tip jar is put out and the money collected 
every week goes to St. Paschal Baylon’s Helping Hands homeless 

ministry.
“There were guys that I didn’t really hang around with 

that I now consider very good friends,” Flynt says.
Flynt was recently named the new Director of Admissions 

at VASJ. His grandson, Collin, will enroll as a member of 
the Class of 2018 in the fall.

“I use the example of the Trinity when talking about Villa 
Angela-St. Joseph,” Flynt says. “You’ve got Villa Angela Academy, 
St. Joseph High School and VASJ. One body with three parts. And 
we love all three parts.”

Flynt was one of three boys who grew up on Neff Road, near 
Lake Erie. His older brother Mike ’69 recently retired from the 
Cleveland Fire Department while younger brother Tim ’71 is a 
member of VASJ’s Hall of Fame.

Flynt recalls his four years of high school warmly. Stories 
and memories are punctuated with a raucous laugh. At the 
time, his gifts were better suited to the football field than the 
classroom.

“My academic prowess was less than desirable,” he says 
with a laugh.

But he did learn lessons, academic and otherwise, that 
have stayed with him throughout life. Debating other 
students on the issues of the day, such as the Vietnam War, 
was instructive.

“I was arguing from emotion,” Flynt recalls. “Others 
argued with emotion, but they also had data and facts. It was 
a huge learning experience, that you have to research, you 
have to know what you’re talking about.”

He also took spiritual lessons, such as when the football 
team returned to school following a come-from-behind win 
over Youngstown Ursuline on their way to an undefeated 
season and having never been defeated in their four years at 
the school.

“Father Ken Sommer said Mass in the chapel after and it was 
incredible,” he says. “The emotion was incredible and the love in 
the room was incredible.”

Flynt married Margaret Oberstar ’70 shortly after moving to 
Florida and joining the Tampa Police Department. He worked as a 
police officer for five years before returning to Cleveland where – 
in addition to owning Flynt’s LaSalle Tavern with his brothers – he 
worked for CEI, as a security supervisor and then as an investigator.

He lived in Euclid, where he and Margie raised three kids and 
he became involved at St. Christine’s Parish. He was elected to the 
Euclid Board of Education and, after retiring from CEI, became 
assistant principal at Pinnacle Academy.

“Some of my classmates’ eyes rolled into the back of their head 
when they heard that,” he 
says with a laugh. “It was 
an honor and a privilege, 
just being involved and 
trying to help children get an 
education.”

Flynt and his classmates had come in and out of each other’s 
lives since graduation, but as their 40th reunion approached, many 
were onto new chapters in their lives. Kids were grown and out 
of the house. Some were retired. They had a little more time to 
themselves.

“When about 10 of the alums from 1970 came together to put 
together a reunion, it was serendipitous that the diverse group of 
guys came together for a purpose from a vision shared by Kevin 
with us,” says Pete Apicella. “The group included Kevin – our 
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There were guys that I 
didn’t really hang around 
with that I now consider 
very good friends.

Mike Tobin ’91 is vice chairman of the VASJ Board of Advisors. A 
former journalist, he now serves as Community and Public Affairs 
Specialist for the U.S. Department of Justice, Northern District of 
Ohio.

Kevin Flynt and his wife, Margie (Oberstar) 
Flynt ’70.
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IN THE VILLAGE

The Class of 2014 Valedictorian Malia Harvey 
(right) and Salutatorian Brittany Shumar 
and their classmates earned $4.5 million in 
college scholarships. For the third consecutive 
year, 100% of VASJ’s graduating seniors 
are heading to college. The 24th annual 
commencement ceremony was held on 
Thursday, May 29, 2014, at Ss. Robert and 
William Church for the Class of 2014.

VASJ’s Drama Club gave three great performances of The Wizard of Oz to a full house. 
The sets, lights, acting, singing and costumes were all exceptional. Many in attendance 
said it was the best musical they have seen at VASJ in years.

VASJ was once again represented at the local Academic Challenge competition. Mr. Tom Kasper 
moderated the team comprised of Connor Gail ’14, Jacob Di Donato ’14, Dan Gail ’16 and 
alternates Billy Vidmar ’17, Kyle Erbs ’14 and McKenna Walker ’15 (not pictured).
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IN THE VILLAGE

A group of seniors in the Functions and Statistics class taught by Mr. Gary Minadeo ’74 
partnered with Cleveland State University’s College of Urban Affairs for their final project – 
research in support of the redevelopment of East 185th Street. Representatives from the City 
of Euclid and the City of Cleveland attended the final presentation and planned to take the 
recommendations of the students for use during future planning meetings. 

The VASJ family said farewell to Chaplain Fr. Jim 
Bartlett, SM, after he celebrated his last Mass 
at the school for the Feast of St. Joseph before 
retiring to San Antonio, Texas. “I have felt like a 
spiritual grandfather to 350 teenagers,” said Fr. 
Jim during Mass. Fr. Jim was a loyal friend of the 
VASJ community and will be missed. 

VASJ’s robotics team, sponsored by Lincoln 
Electric, tied for fifth place out of 31 teams and 
won the sportsmanship award at the RoboBots 
Competition held at Lakeland Community College 
at the end of April. (Left to right) Nick Uitenham 
’14, Mr. Chuck Martinko (moderator), Carl Kalkhof 
(Lincoln Electric), Ed Beuck ’14, John Allen ’17, 
Alex Vertosnik ’16, Casey Timko ’14 and Louis 
Vertosnik ’16.

VASJ seniors Danielle Hicks 
and Tyler Cruickshank pose 
with their mothers after 
signing letters of intent 
to continue their athletic 
careers in college. Hicks 
signed to play Division 
I volleyball at Eastern 
Kentucky, where she will 
play under assistant coach 
Liz (Guard) Sellers ’02. 
Cruickshank signed to 
play Division II football at 
Urbana.

Senior sprinter Aziza 
Cranfield represented the 
Vikings at the Division III 
state track and field meet 
in Columbus on June 6, 
running the 100M dash. 
Cranfield qualified for the 
state meet by finishing 
fourth in the finals at the 
ultra-competitive D-III 
Navarre Regional on May 
30 with a time of 12.96.

Signing Day Sprinter News
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1950s 

VA CLASS OF 1956: The Villa Angela Academy Class of 
1956 meets the last Monday of every month at Mario Fazios on 
Rt. 6 in Chardon, Ohio. Each month there are between 12-20 
ladies who attend. Just as they did back in school, they enjoy a 
great lunch and conversation. 

VA CLASS OF 1959: Patricia Skalsky Roth and her husband, 
Jim, completed the Appalachian Trail in September 2013. They 
started in 1991 and walked a section every year. It took them 22 
years to finish the 2,185-mile trail. 

1960s 

SJ CLASS OF 1964: Fred Zackel is a 
lecturer in English at Bowling Green State 
University as well as a published author 
of detective books that are available on 
Amazon.com.

SJ CLASS OF 1969: The St. Joseph High 
School Class of 1969 will hold its 45th 
reunion at the Oarsman Clambake in the school gym on Friday, 
October 3. Watch your mail for details or call Richard Osborne 
at school, (216) 481-8414, ext. 280.

CLASS NOTES 1970s 

SJ CLASS OF 1970: 
Mark Di Lillo, Greg Lieb 
and Bill Centa got together 
on April 27 with their 
wives for a day of boating 
and sun in Naples, Florida. 
They reminisced about 
many things including their 
days at St. Joe’s. 

SJ CLASS OF 1973: Tim Misny had the opportunity to 
play the bad guy, Lex Luthor, as a part of an interactive 
superhero experience created 
by the Super Heroes to Kids in 
Ohio organization. The kids were 
able to become superheroes for 
the day by saving Superman 
from Luthor (aka Misny). The 
organization was put together 
almost four years ago with one simple goal: Put smiles on 
kids’ faces. 

SJ CLASS OF 1974: 
Members of the St. Joseph 
High School Class of 1974 
had the first gathering of their 
40th reunion in May. The 

class plans to get together multiple times this year to celebrate 
their reunion year.

SJ CLASS OF 1976: Jim DallaRiva and his wife, Jan, are 
expecting a second grandchild from their oldest son, Domenic, 
and his wife, Natalie. Their middle son, Matthew, was married 
in May 2014 to Caitlin. Their youngest son, Luke, just started 
as the Director of Basketball Operations at Grand Canyon 
University in Phoenix, Arizona. Jim was promoted to the 
position of Platoon Chief in May 2014.

1980s 

SJ CLASS OF 1989: John Eppich is living in Mayfield 
Heights and has been with The Cleveland Clinic for nearly 
23 years. He is currently Manager, Total Rewards, for the 
Cleveland Clinic Retirement Program.

1990s 

VASJ CLASS OF 1994: Save the date for the VASJ Class of 
1994 20th reunion which will take place September 5-6. More 
details to follow.

Fred Zackel ’64.
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2000s 

VASJ CLASS OF 2000: Lee Parry is just one class and a 
thesis away from finishing his master’s degree at Cleveland 
State University. At CSU, he also is involved in Sustained 
Dialogue, an international organization promoting diversity 
and CLASS (College of Liberal Arts and Sciences) Diversity 
Council.

VASJ CLASS OF 2004: The VASJ Class of 2004 will be 
having its 10-year reunion the weekend of September 12-14. 
Friday, attendees can reconnect with classmates at a downtown 
location. Saturday will include a walk down memory lane with 
dinner, drinks and entertainment in the VASJ gym. Sunday 
consists of a tailgate party for the Browns game. More details 
to come. If you have any questions or comments, contact 
Laura Bergant at Laura.Bergant@gmail.com. 

VASJ CLASS OF 
2009: William Koch 
was awarded the 
Gonzaga Award from 
Ursuline College in 
2013. The award is 
given to a graduating 
senior considered to 
best exemplify the 
personal qualities 
of refinement, 
dignity, integrity 
and sincere concern 
for others. William 

was recognized for serving as Vice President of Students 
of Science and as a biology lab assistant for three years. In 
addition, he represented the Ursuline student body as a speaker 
for both the Freshman Convocation and Founder’s Day 
Celebration. William returned to VASJ in May as a volunteer 
teacher assistant for Mr. Michael St. Pierre’s anatomy class 
while they completed their lab 
involving cat dissections.

2010s 

VASJ CLASS OF 2010: 
Peter A. Oduwole received 
the 2014 Maureen O’Rourke 
Award in March 2014. Peter 
graduated from the University 
of Dayton on May 4, 2014, 
with a Bachelor of Science 
Degree in Psychology. He minored in Sociology and Women’s 
Health Studies. Peter will return to the University of Dayton 

this fall to pursue his master’s degree in Clinical Mental 
Health Counseling.

VASJ CLASS OF 2011: Olivia Koch was honored with 
the Jackie Cannarella Scholarship at Ursuline College. This 
competitive $500 scholarship is given annually to sophomore, 
junior and senior students who exemplify Jackie Cannarella’s 
love for nursing and nursing education.

After more than three decades 
of service to St. Joseph High 
School, Villa Angela Academy 
and VASJ, longtime faculty 
members Chuck Martinko and 
Sue Skehan retired at the end of 
the school year.  

VASJ bids farewell 
to two longtime 
faculty members

1965-50 years
1970-45 years
1975-40 years
1980-35 years
1985-30 years

If you are interested in attending your reunion, 
participating in the planning, or finding out  
how to keep in touch with your classmates,  

please contact Ruby Harris  
in the Office of Advancement at  

rharris@vasj.com or 216-481-8414 ext. 209. 

Don’t miss this opportunity to  
reconnect with your classmates!

1990-25 years
1995-20 years
2000-15 years
2005-10 years
2010-5 years

Your
Milestone Reunion

is right around the corner. 
Start planning today!
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William Allen ’60 passed away in 
September 2013 at the age of 70.
James Anson ’66, brother of David 
Anson ’60, Samuel Anson ’62, Mark 
Anson ’71 and Patrick Anson ’72, passed 
away in March 2014 at the age of 66.
Pauline J. O’Brien Becka ’57 passed 
away in November 2013 at the age of 74.
Thomas Brown ’68, brother of 
Timothy Brown ’67, passed away in 
January 2014 at the age of 63.
John Campbell, father of Kathleen 
Campbell Cooper ’79, Ann Campbell 
Dunham ’85, Noreen Campbell Halley 
’87, Patricia Campbell ’89 and Brigid 
Campbell ’93, passed away in January 
2014 at the age of 78.
Ann DeCapua ’68 passed away in June 
2014 at the age of 64.
Michael Flynn ’56, brother of John 
Flynn ’59, passed away in February 2014 
at the age of 76.
Charles Fox ’61 passed away in March 
2014 at the age of 71.
Agnes Mally Gliha, mother of 
Terrance Gliha ’68 and Robert Gliha ’70 
(deceased), passed away in January 2014.
Claire Glass, mother of Victor Gattozzi 
’70, passed away in April 2014 at the age 
of 87.
Kenneth Halgash ’64 passed away in 
April 2011.
Larry Halloway ’69, brother of Joyce 
Halloway Kerns ’62, Bro. William 
Halloway, SM, ’65, Beverly Halloway 
Paternite ’73, Steve Halloway ’75, Gary 
Halloway ’78 and Mary Beth Halloway 
Arendash ’80, passed away in January 
2014 at the age of 62.
Jon Albert Hill ’60 passed away in 
December 2013 at the age of 71.
David Jolly ’77, brother of Patrick 
C. Jolly ’69 and John R. Jolly ’71 
(deceased), passed away in February 
2014 at the age of 54. 
Robert Kellner ’59, brother of Tom 
Kellner ’56 (deceased), Jim Kellner ’61,  

and Ed Kellner ’65, passed away in 
March 2014 at the age of 73.
Rosemarie Rossi Kerver, mother of 
Michael Kerver ’76, Elizabeth Kerver 
Haneline ’77, James Kerver ’80, Laura 
Kerver Barry ’80, Linda Kerver Previtt 
’80, Thomas Kerver ’83, John Kerver 
’85 and Katheryn Kerver ’93 (deceased) 
passed away in February 2014 at the age 
of 80.
Donald E. Krocker ’71, brother of 
Richard E. Krocker ’77, passed away in 
February 2014 at the age of 61.
April Lang, mother of Shayla Lang 
’11, and daughter of Sue Volkman Lang 
’70 and Jon Lang ’68, passed away in 
February 2014 at the age of 40.
Thomas Legan ’61 passed away in 
April 2014 at the age of 70.
James Madden ’63 passed away in 
December 2013 at the age of 67.
Robert Mast ’55 passed away in April 
2014 at the age of 77.
James McGraw, father or Christina 
McGraw Kwasniak ’96 and Bridget 
McGraw Garrison ’98, passed away in 
January 2014 at the age of 67.
Michael Moriarty ’68 passed away in 
February 2014 at the age of 63.

Geneva Morrow, mother of Larry 
Morrow ’83, passed away in May 2014 
at the age of 80.
Allen Perse ’67, brother of Elmer Perse 
Jr., M.D. ’65 (deceased) and David Perse 
M.D. ’67, passed away in May 2014 at 
the age of 64.
Dennis Ringenbach ’61 passed away 
in October 2013 at the age of 69.
Kathy Rock, wife of John A. Rock ’61, 
and mother of John M. Rock ’83 and 
Kim Rock Fleming ’85, passed away in 
May 2014.
Jean Ruttar Bezek ’51 passed away 
in September 2013 at the age of 80.
Edward Schober ’61, brother of 
William Schober ’63, passed away in 
March 2014 at the age of 70.
Robert R. Skinder ’79, loving partner 
of Gayle Motiejunas Kework ’79, passed 
away in April 2014 at the age of 53.
James Tomsic ’79 passed away in 
January 2014.
Sr. Elizabeth Troha, OSU, ’46 passed 
away in January 2014 at the age of 86.
Anthony Urban ’72 passed away in 
January 2014 at the age of 59.

IN MEMORIAM

VASJ deeply appreciates being notified when a graduate passes away. If you have such 
news to share, please contact Ruby Harris at rharris@vasj.com ext. 209 or call  
216-481-8414 ext. 284.

Gloria Melaragno, 
affectionately known as 
“Mrs. M” by legions of 
St. Joseph High School 
students beginning in the 
1960s, died on April 16 
at the age of 91. Mrs. M 
was a little lady with a big 
heart, a beloved friend to 
all students as she greeted 
students with a warm 
smile and a happy and 
encouraging word every day from her perch at the Main Office desk. Her husband, 
Joseph Melaragno, passed away on May 22 at the age of 88. They are survived by 
their three children: Anthony Melaragno ’65, Josephine Jones and Laura Valencic.



VASJ Class of 2014

Aziza Cranfield Jacob Di Donato

100% college bound.
$4.5 million earned 
in scholarships. 
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Save 
the Date!

www.vasj.com/calendar

Look At Us Now 
August 17, 2014

Opening Mass 
August 28, 2014

Rosary Prayer Service 
October 2, 2014

Oarsmen Club Clambake 
October 3, 2014

Open House 
October 8, 2014

Alumni Memorial Mass 
November 1, 2014

Red Cross Blood Drive 
November 3, 2014

Open House 
November 20, 2014

Fall Play 
November 21-23, 2014

Viking Brew Fest 
November 29, 2014

Legacy Luncheon 
December 5, 2014 

Founders Day Liturgy 
January 29, 2015

Sterling Silver  
Classic Mixer 
April 11, 2015

Ladies Night Out 
May 7, 2015

Villa Angela-St. Joseph High School is in the process of renovating the school’s 64-year old 
gymnasium. The project is set to be complete before the start of the school year in August.

The old bleachers will be replaced with state-of-the-art, molded plastic seats from the Hussey Seating 
Company, boasting a capacity of 1,250 seats with end and back railing, along with an aisle railway, 
giving a college-like atmosphere to the gym with an obvious upgrade that will advance both the safety 
and aesthetics for all fans.

 The stage will have platform risers in front, creating 
VIP seating with cushioned folding chairs, adding an 
exciting new cheering section behind the basket with a 
great vantage point.

 The banners will also see a new look. There will be a 
consistent color and theme, with new Final Four, State 
Championship and branding banners adorning the rafters.

 The bathrooms in the gym will also be enlarged 
to accommodate the large crowds, becoming ADA-
compliant. In doing so, space will be created for new concession stands and a spirit shop will be added.

Replacing the metal railings above the north end bleachers will be sleek, new, glass five-feet-
wide panels with stainless steel rails. The glass will be branded with VASJ logos as well as provide 
advertising opportunities for other businesses. The current scoreboard advertising will also be 
renegotiated. The basketball hoops will become suspended from the ceiling rather than movable posts.

First-year Athletic Director Nate Zavorek ’94 has spearheaded the effort.

VASJ renovates gym

LOOK AT US 
NOW!

Villa Angela-St. Joseph High School

RSVP to Ruby Harris at 216-481-8414 ext. 209 or rharris@vasj.com.

Sunday, August 17, 2014, 2 p.m.
Take a student-led tour of our renovated facilities, including 

our gym, chapel and VA Heritage Room. Bishop Roger 
Gries will be blessing the renovated spaces.


