
Villa Angela-St. Joseph High School
Mission Statement

Villa Angela-St. Joseph High School is a Catholic, comprehensive college-preparatory school rooted in the Ursuline and

Marianist traditions and committed to the spiritual, academic and personal growth of each student.

JULY 15, 2022
● Wednesday, August 10: Freshmen Retreat, VASJ Campus, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.

● Thursday, August 11: Freshmen (New Student) Orientation, Gym, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.

VASJ SUMMER OFFICE HOURS
The building will be open from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Monday through Thursday until August 5.

Week of August 8: 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

Week of August 15: 8 a.m.-3 p.m.

Normal building hours (7:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.) will resume on Monday, August 22.

*Check the VASJ website for up-to-date athletic events.

To view the VASJ calendar: Please visit www.vasj.com and click on News & Events →

Calendar. (All important dates can be found here, ie. breaks, no school, etc.)

http://www.vasj.com


FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL

The 2022-23 school year officially begins on Monday, August 22 at 8:00 a.m. Students are expected

to be in full uniform with their school materials, including their school-issued lock for their locker.

Delayed start Thursdays will begin on August 25.

FROM THE PRINCIPAL

I would like to extend a warm welcome to both our new students and families as well as all of

our returning students and families. Things were very busy around the Viking Village this

summer, and I am sure you will be pleased with all the physical changes. We have also had

many personnel changes, so you can expect new faces with both staff and teachers.

We are continuing with the delayed start Thursdays. The school day for students will begin at

9:00 a.m. on Thursdays. The building will be open at the same time as every other school for

students who need to be dropped off early. Students who arrive early are expected to report to

the cafeteria until the main doors open at 8:45 a.m.

Please note that all school policies, including dress code, will be enforced beginning the first day

of school. Hair must be a natural color, so if your child decides to dye his or her hair over the

summer, it must be returned to its natural color on the first day of school, otherwise your child

will be sent home. In addition, a reminder that nose piercings must be removed — not covered

up.

Our OLL parishioners will once again join VASJ students in celebrating a weekly Mass in our

Chapel each Tuesday at 8:50 a.m.

Thank you, and I look forward to seeing you in a few weeks.

Lorenzo M. Jones, Principal



FROM THE PRESIDENT

I hope that all of you are enjoying an amazing summer. To our new and current students, I am

looking forward to seeing you in August and welcoming your positive energy and dedication to

excellence in the classroom and beyond.

We look forward to another incredible and productive year at VASJ. Our staff has begun to plan

and prepare for our students and families. We continue to register new families and hope to see

a total school enrollment of 465 or more this academic year.

If you have been in the school recently, you may have noticed numerous maintenance and

construction projects. These projects will continue throughout the summer and into the school

year.

Thank you so much for choosing VASJ. It’s our students and families who ensure that VASJ

remains a celebrated and successful Catholic high school under the sponsorship of the Ursuline

Sisters of Cleveland and the Marianist Brothers.

God Bless,

Mr. Thomas Carone
VASJ President

FROM THE DEAN OF ACADEMICS

To our new and returning Viking Families:

We are preparing for a great year here in the Viking Village! I hope you have been enjoying your

summer. We have been very busy in the Village over the summer, and we will be excited to

show off some new changes when the academic year begins. The building is being cleaned and

polished, and we will have some room changes as well as new faces.

Please encourage your student to do some activities that are both physical and mental over the

summer. Reading is a great activity and will keep students sharp as they prepare for the new

year. They don’t have to read a novel, but daily reading for 30 minutes has shown to increase

vocabulary and keep teens on a sound academic track over the summer.



Finally, please be involved in your student’s education! Talk with them daily about their courses

and help them set quarterly and yearly goals. Check PowerSchool regularly, communicate with

teachers, attend conferences and read the weekly parent newsletters. We will keep you

informed of upcoming events and important dates through those weekly communications. Also,

please attend school events and support all of our students in their activities. We are looking

forward to a great school year.

Welcome to, or back to, the Village. We look forward to seeing you!

Mrs. Patricia Marxen
216-481-8414 ext. 216

FROM THE DEAN OF STUDENTS

Dear Viking Parents and Students,

It is with great pleasure that I introduce myself as the new dean of students to you all. I want to

first take the time to assure you that student safety on our campus and under our supervision is

my top priority. As a graduate of Catholic high school myself, I know the expectations you’re

looking for and I will work tirelessly to offer the best high school experience possible here at Villa

Angela-St. Joseph High School. My background in education is widespread from athletics to in

the classroom setting across northeast Ohio. These experiences give me without hesitation the

confidence in leading this school community with the highest of standards and expectations.

We are all excited to have students back in our classrooms and hallways filling them with energy

and enthusiasm while learning and engaging as a Viking community.  It is our mission to help

every student feel welcome, connected and a part of our Viking family. There will be some

change for the better this upcoming school year in the way in which we operate and the way we

present ourselves as Vikings at VASJ. However, this change will mirror the great traditions of

Viking communities of the past and will strive to set the standards for future Vikings to come.

I encourage you all to look through the 2022-23 handbook, specifically pages 35-42, which can

be found on our website or on FinalForms. There you will see an outline of our dress code as

you prepare for this upcoming school year. The expectation is set, and we will strive to be the



model for Catholic education in northeast Ohio. There will be communications weekly from the

dean's office updating you on changes and expectations for the 2022-23 year in the Village.

I look forward to meeting each and every one of you! Enjoy and have a safe rest of your

summer. -It takes THE village-

Mr. James D. Duke
Dean of Students
JDuke@vasj.com

SCHEDULE RELEASE

Information regarding schedule release will be communicated the first week of August.

PLAN AHEAD - NUTRITION SERVICES
IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT REGARDING SCHOOL MEALS FOR THE

2022-23 SCHOOL YEAR

For the past two years, the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) has offered waivers

to Child Nutrition (CN) Programs across the United States, allowing these programs to offer all

students breakfast and lunch at no charge. These waivers will expire on June 30, 2022.

This means that starting next school year (2022-23), Child Nutrition Programs across the nation

will return to normal, pre-pandemic operations. Families will once again be asked to complete

and submit a current school year Free/Reduced Meal Application if they would like to see if their

students qualify based on the income of all family members. Since there were very few meal

applications submitted over the past couple of years, there are a few things that

parents/guardians can do to ensure their students are ready to start the 2022-23 school year

and eliminate the possibility of charges at the start of the year:

1. If not already submitted, complete a 2021-22. This will give the student(s) a 30-day carryover

status to start the 2022-23 school year and give families time to complete the new 2022-23 meal

application at the start of the school year.



2. Complete a 2022-23 meal application.

The Nutrition Services Department is committed to assisting families and making this transition

back to normal operations as easy as possible.

SUMMER P-EBT SUBMISSIONS
The original submission for summer P-EBT funds was incomplete. If you have not yet received

summer funds, please do not call the school. A complete list will be forwarded to the state when

the window opens again in August.

FROM THE ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT
Fall sport physicals are due August 1 to athletic trainer Mikayla Menn. If you have any

questions, please contact Mikayla at athletictraining@vasj.com.

FROM THE BUSINESS OFFICE:
If your student has an outstanding balance for the 2021-22 school year, please make sure it is

paid as soon as possible so that your student is able to get their schedule when they are

released.

Also, if you choose FACTS payments for the 2022-23 school year, please make sure to go in

and set up your account for the new school year.

FROM THE COUNSELING OFFICE
SENIOR PARENTS:

For your student to receive ACT testing waivers, college application fee waivers and various college

scholarship opportunities, they must qualify for free/reduced lunch. Make sure you complete the

necessary forms to be eligible.

Transcripts to colleges will not be sent until after Mrs. Duhigg meets with all seniors and reviews the

process. Many applications open August 1 - keep in mind transcripts are not to be requested until

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1usbznVVTSHXzLdJKqdeqIwaF8w6rT-ln/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ryp62tP3jrMe0JnWg8Oi8QCWGI2D9BwL/view?usp=sharing
mailto:athletictraining@vasj.com


applications have been submitted. Have your senior work on their Common Application so that they

can meet the early action deadlines. Many have already started in ACT prep.

WORK PERMITS: email nmiller@vasj.com

STUDENT TRANSFERS: If your student will not be returning to VASJ in the fall, please email

Mrs. Petraitis at jpetraitis@vasj.com to begin the withdrawal process.

FROM THE SCHOOL NURSE
NOTICE TO SENIORS:

Per the Ohio Department of Health, all 12th graders MUST have TWO DOSES of the

Meningococcal (MCV4) vaccine prior to entry. Please remind your child’s doctor at their next

visit and provide documentation of the vaccination to the school nurse. Again, TWO DOSES of

MCV4 must be administered for all 12th graders.

MEDICATION ORDERS:

All medications given during school require a new order each school year. Please remind your

child’s doctor at their next visit if you need new medication forms for the 2022-2023 school year.

________________________________________________________________________________________________

UPDATE YOUR FINAL FORMS ACCOUNT NOW!
All VASJ families (including new incoming freshmen and transfer families) are required to log

into their FinalForms parent account each summer to complete/review/re-sign all forms for the

upcoming school year. The parent portion of FinalForms must be completed in order for your

student to receive their schedule in early August! You must electronically sign each form at the

bottom of the page for completion. New students will complete the student portion of FinalForms

once they receive their VASJ student email account access.

If you are new to VASJ and have not yet created your FinalForms parent account, click here to

begin. This should be completed immediately.

________________________________________________________________________________________________

mailto:nmiller@vasj.com
mailto:jpetraitis@vasj.com
https://villaangela-oh.finalforms.com


STUDENT PARKING
Reserved parking will be available this school year to any student who drives to school. You will

be required to have a parking permit to park in the school parking lot.  Parking permits are $100

for the entire school year and will be available from Mrs. Fischbach in the principal’s office

beginning August 15 (no permits will be issued before this date). Permits will be checked

beginning Wednesday, August 24. Any car without a CURRENT VASJ permit sticker will be

towed AT YOUR EXPENSE. This will be strictly enforced this school year as parking is very

limited. If you have any questions please contact Mrs. Fischbach in the principal’s office at ext.

210.

________________________________________________________________________________________________

FROM THE ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT
Football: Head Coach, Jeff Rotsky - football@vasj.com

Women's Volleyball: Head Coach, Keith Jenkins - WomensVolleyball@vasj.com

Men's Soccer: Head Coach, Joe Mastrantoni - MensSoccer@vasj.com

Women's Soccer: Head Coach, Geneo Oberst - WomensSoccer@vasj.com

Golf: Head Coach, Brian Dunmire - Golf@vasj.com

Cross Country: Head Coaches, Ray Reed - XCTF@vasj.com

Cheerleading: Head Coach, Shayla Morris - Cheerleading@vasj.com

Athletics Department (General Inquiry): dfischbach@vasj.com
________________________________________________________________________________________________

SCHOOL SUPPLIES
Teachers will inform their students of supplies needed on the first day of classes. Students

should come to school on the first day with basic note-taking supplies: pencils, pens,

college-ruled paper, and/or notebook.

________________________________________________________________________________________________

mailto:football@vasj.com
mailto:WomensVolleyball@vasj.com
mailto:MensSoccer@vasj.com
mailto:WomensSoccer@vasj.com
mailto:Golf@vasj.com
mailto:XCTF@vasj.com
mailto:Cheerleading@vasj.com
mailto:dfischbach@vasj.com


EMAIL COMMUNICATION IS MANDATORY
VASJ requires each family to have a current email address on record with the school. (This is

the email account you designated as parent/guardian for your student in FinalForms.) This is the

school’s primary mode of communication. It is imperative that you check your email account

very frequently. Important school-related information (including the weekly Parent Newsletter

with current and upcoming events), time-sensitive alert updates, and teacher/counselor

communications are sent via email on a regular basis. You can update your email address

through your FinalForms account.

________________________________________________________________________________________________

NAMES TO MILITARY

We are required by federal law to submit names if asked by the armed forces. If you do not want

your student’s information released, you must inform the principal in writing each year. If this is

your plan, please submit a letter to the guidance office by September 7, 2021. Please also

remember that all young men must register with the Selective Service within 30 days of

becoming 18. This can also be done online.

________________________________________________________________________________________________

SCHOOL CLOSINGS

If the school is closed unexpectedly, we will notify the media and you will see the name Villa

Angela-St. Joseph High School. You will also receive a call through the Swift K12 Notification

System to notify you of any school closings. Closings will also be noted on the VASJ website

(vasj.com).

________________________________________________________________________________________________

RTA BUS PASSES

In order to be eligible to receive an RTA bus pass, you must reside in Cleveland at a distance of two

miles or greater from the school. If you are eligible and would like to get a bus pass, please contact

Nancy Miller in the main office at ext. 146 or email her at nmiller@vasj.com.

________________________________________________________________________________________________

mailto:nmiller@vasj.com


VASJ VISITOR PARKING

Parents and visitors are reminded that if they need to park for school business between the hours of 7

to 8 a.m., they are to park in the MAIN LOT in the spots closest to E. 185th Street facing Euclid

Hospital (near the recycle bins). All other parking spots are assigned and reserved for faculty, staff,

and students. VASJ reserves the right to tow any car illegally parked at the owner’s expense.

After School Parking: THE FRONT DRIVE (FACING LAKESHORE) IS NOT TO BE USED FROM

2:30 to 3:30 P.M. FOR STUDENT PICKUP BY PARENTS OR RELATIVES. This area is reserved for

the use of VASJ transportation vans.

Parents (relatives/friends, etc.) are NOT permitted to park in the curb lane on Lakeshore Blvd. in front

of the school. Please notice that there are NO PARKING and NO STOPPING signs that run from East

185th Street past the school property. These violations cause two issues: parked cars block the line of

sight of the VASJ vans exiting the crescent drive, and the blocked curb lane forces the two lanes of

traffic into one lane, adding to the safety concerns of pedestrians and our students. You are permitted

to park in the crescent drive west of the school which is Hospice property. The Cleveland Police

Department has requested our cooperation in this matter.

PLEASE DONATE TIES AND BELTS
We are looking for ties and belts to be donated to the school. We keep these around for those

days when our young men forget their tie or are in need of a belt. If you care to donate, please

bring items to Mrs. Fischbach in the Principal’s Office. Thank you!


