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Gn 3:9-15, 20; Eph 1:3-6, 11-12; Lk 1:26-38 

Is 40:1-11; Mt 18:12-14 

Is 40:25-31; Mt 11:28-30 

Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab; Judith 13:18bcde, 19; Lk
1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47 

Is 48:17-19; Mt 11:16-19 

Sir 48:1-4, 9-11; Mt 17:9a, 10-13 

Zep 3:14-18a; Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6; Phil 4:4-7; Lk 3:10-18 
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TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 

 Look around most Catholic churches, 

and you will discover an image of John the 

Baptist, often in the old baptistery, or in a 

window near where the font is or was located. 

He has two feast days in the calendar: one 

commemorating his birth, and the other his 

death. There are only three nativities in our 

calendar: for Jesus, for Mary, and for the  

Baptist. John’s birthday is reckoned according 

to the schedule given in Luke’s Gospel of the 

angel’s announcement to Mary. The angel 

tells her that her cousin Elizabeth is in the 

sixth month of pregnancy, and so Mary      

hastens to help her. Reckoning Christmas as 

December 25, we count backwards nine 

months to March 25 for the Feast of the      

Annunciation. Then we count forward three 

months to June 24 for John the Baptist’s 

birth. Halfway to Christmas, his nativity gives 

ample reason for rejoicing in the summer, and 

his symbols of fire and water are used       

playfully in bonfires and dives into the sea. 

Even at the polar opposite of Christmas in the 

calendar, the energy of Christ’s birth in the 

Incarnation provides cause for rejoicing. 
—James Field 
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