Suggested Summer Reading List 
(For Incoming 6th Grade Students)

You are required to read ONE book for ELA over the summer. 

Below are some suggested 6th grade books you can choose from. Feel Free to visit your local library or bookstore to choose another title should you not see a book that interests you below. It MUST be age/grade level appropriate and a chapter book.

There will be a project assigned on the book when you return to school in September. Therefore, please be sure to complete the Thinking Notes Worksheet (attached) and bring it to school on:  September 12, 2022.

PASHMINA by Nidhi Chanani - This is a simply lovely graphic novel about a girl who seeks answers about her family. One day, Pri finds a pashmina in an old suitcase. When she puts it on, she is transported to a vibrant India where she encounters an elephant and a peacock who become her guides. Pri begins a journey to find the answers to her questions in this marvelous story filled with magical realism. 

BORDERS by Thomas King - A mother sets out with her son to visit her daughter in Salt Lake City. When asked for her citizenship at the border, the mother responds, "Blackfoot." She will not identify as Canadian and so is refused entry to the United States. When turning around to re-enter Canada, she is also refused entry and the pair sits in limbo between countries. Kings' beautiful and careful storytelling asks readers to think about nationhood, Indigenous peoples, identity and justice.

TO NIGHT OWL FROM DOGFISH by Holly Goldberg Sloan and Meg Wolitzer –
This page-turner is an epistolary novel. Avery and Bett's fathers are sending them to the same summer camp in hopes that they will become friends. The dads are dating and thinking about getting married. At first, Avery and Bett are determined to dislike each other, but instead end up the best of friends. The book deals with the meaning of friendship and family. Avery and Bett discuss their origin stories, so readers hear about blended families, adoption, surrogates and learn that families come in all combinations. 

SERAFINA'S PROMISE by Ann E. Burg- This is a moving story written in verse. Serafina, an 11-year-old living in Haiti, dreams of becoming a doctor. She works hard in her impoverished, isolated village to earn money for school fees and the uniform. Although she has supporters, her dreams are challenged when a flood and an earthquake bring devastation to her island home. This is a beautifully written book and will remind children that education is a privilege.

OTHER WORDS FOR HOME by Jasmine Warga- This free-verse novel begins in Syria around the start of the Arab Spring. Jude and her pregnant mother decide to emigrate to live with her uncle in America. Her older brother, caught up in the protests against the government, stays behind with their father. In America, Jude meets new friends and discovers an interest in theater. With unflinching honesty and a keen perception, Jude describes the transition from Syria to her experiences adjusting to living in America.



“Keep Reading.  It’s One of the Most Marvelous Adventures that Anyone Could Have.”
 -Lloyd Alexander 




