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FROM DEACON BRIAN 
 

Come Holy Spirit! As we celebrate the Feast of Pentecost and the 

great and promised gift of the Holy Spirit we are reminded of our 

great call.  Like those early apostles along with the Blessed Mother 

they gathered in that upper room:  isolated, afraid, uncertain, and 

filled with much anxiety. Sound familiar? This continuing pandem-

ic has left us with similar feelings but nevertheless God’s faithful-

ness is always present. The same spirit on Pentecost wants us to 

emerge and “be sent” into the world to proclaim the Good News.  

May we be a people of charity, patience, joy, love, kindness, gentle-

ness, and self-control. May the world come to know Christ better 

by our authentic witness. God doesn’t call the qualified but rather 

qualifies the called.  God is calling You! Let us respond with confi-

dent hope, that with God all is possible. 
 

Reopening of our Churches: 

We are working to provide a safe environment for our Churches to 

reopen for public worship in accord with the CDC and NYS Guide-

lines. Once a plan is prepared it is sent to Bishop LaValley awaiting 

his approval. We look forward to coming together again, although 

in a different way. Thank you so much for your continued patience 

and generosity and support of your parish during these challenging 

times. 

Deposits CCBC CWTR SM 

Envelopes $ 1,563.00 $ 1,455.00 $ 1,222.00  

Fuel  77.00 45.00 44.00 

Votives 36.00   

Special Maintenance 2.00   

Ascension of Jesus 82.00 153.00 130.00 

Holy Father   5.00 

Catholic Home Missions 142.00 125.00 60.00 

Catholic Charities 12.00 45.00 25.00 

Good Friday/Holy Land  5.00 5.00 

Easter offering 2.00   

Totals $ 1,916.00  $ 1,828.00  $ 1,491.00  

Budget Needs $3,946.31 $3,198.58 $4,531.40 

Parish Support 

May 31, 2020     *     Feast of Pentecost 

The Catholic Communities of 
St. Francis of Assisi, Constable  -  St. Mary’s of the Fort, Ft. Covington  -  St. Patrick’s, Chateaugay 

Chateaugay Parish Office 
132 W. Main Street, Chateaugay, NY 

(518) 497-6673 Email: CCBCparish908@gmail.com 

 Website: www.ccfcatholics.com 

Constable Parish Office  

5 Poplar St., Constable, NY  

(518) 483-0486 Email: officecwtr@gmail.com 

 Website: www.ccfcatholics.com 

Fort Covington Parish Office  

3 Burns Holden Rd., Ft Covington, NY  

(518) 358-2500 Email: smsjoffice@gmail.com  

 Website: www.ccfcatholics.com 

Our Lord blesses us a hundredfold for our Stewardship  

Sacrifices. Thank you for your support of your parish.  

LOCKED MAILBOXES 
 

St. Mary’s and St. Patrick’s parish offices now have locked 

mailboxes next to the door for any mail, envelopes or pa-

perwork that needs to be dropped off.  These mailboxes are 

for use for parish needs as there is no US postal mail deliv-

ery to them.  Thank you! 

UPDATE FROM THE DIOCESE 

Working toward re-opening our churches and public worship. 
 

Bishop LaValley opened a dialogue with his priests about the 

steps we must take to re-open our churches for public wor-

ship. Bishop LaValley has been meeting with public health offi-

cials, medical professionals and others to formulate a plan to safe-

ly reopen our churches. Bishop LaValley wants us to become 

aware of the changes we will have to make to once public worship 

is allowed. These changes will require the understanding and co-

operation of us all. These changes include: 
            

• Our churches will have to undergo intensive cleaning and 

sanitizing to reduce the spread of the virus. 

• At the outset, only a certain number of people will be able to 

physically go to Mass. This is largely determined by the size 

of the church and the requirements of social distancing. 

• All parishioners will wear face coverings while in church to 

protect themselves and others. 

• There will be no holy water in fonts to reduce the risk of in-

fection. 

• No offertory processions. 

• No passing of the collection basket. The basket will be placed 

in a fixed location and parishioners will be asked to drop their 

contributions into the basket as they enter or leave the church. 

• The distribution of Communion will be different. 

• No worship aids will be available for use, such as missalettes 

and hymns.  This will reduce the risk of spreading the virus. 

• There will be no choirs in the early phases of our return to 

public worship. 

• There will be no congregating in the church, on the steps or at 

the doors of the church so we can maintain social distancing.  

• Bishop LaValley will extend the dispensation for Sunday 

Mass until further notice. 
  

Bishop LaValley has asked his priests to seek ways to implement 

these changes and to take all necessary steps to assure that we 

proceed in a way that prevents a resurgence of the virus. Each 

parish will prepare a specific plan that will incorporate these new 

features of our Mass experience. These changes are temporary, 

and the guidelines will change as we make progress against the 

Coronavirus. Let us pray to St. Joseph for guidance and strength 

so that when we are allowed to resume public worship we will be 

prepared. For more information, including a message from Bishop 

LaValley about these planning efforts, visit www.rcdony.org/

covid-19 



Volunteers Needed at St. Mary’s of the Fort 
 

St. Mary’s of the Fort is looking for volunteers to mow and trim 

the cemeteries and parish grounds this summer.  The parish has 

the equipment for the mowing and trimming.  If you can give of 

your time, please contact the parish office at 518-358-2500.  

Pentecost quotes from the Fathers of the Church 
 

“Through the Holy Spirit comes our restoration to paradise, our 

ascension into the kingdom of heaven, our return to the adoption 

of sons, our liberty to call God our Father, our being made partak-

ers of the grace of Christ, our being called children of light, our 

sharing in eternal glory, and, in a word, our being brought into a 

state of all “fulness of blessing,” both in this world and in the 

world to come, of all the good gifts that are in store for us, by 

promise hereof, through faith, beholding the reflection of their 

grace as though they were already present, we await the full en-

joyment.”  -St. Basil the Great, “On the Holy Spirit” 
 

 

“Was it upon the twelve that it [the Holy Spirit] came? Not so; but 

upon the hundred and twenty. For Peter would not have quoted to 

no purpose the testimony of the prophet, saying, ‘And it shall 

come to pass in the last days, saith the Lord God, I will pour out 

of My Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters 

shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your 

old men shall dream dreams’ (Joel 2:28). ‘And they were all filled 

with the Holy Spirit.’ For, that the effect may not be to frighten 

only, therefore it is both ‘with the Holy Spirit, and with fire. And 

began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utter-

ance’ (Mt. 3:11).”  -St. John Chrysostom, “Homilies on the Acts 

of the Apostles” 

Sanctuary Candles 
 

If you wish to schedule a sanctuary candle, please contact the parish 

office by phone or email.  Thank you. 

Mary Immaculate, our Mother and our Patroness, 

we ask you to intercede for us with your Son, as 

you did at the wedding in Cana. 
 

Pray for us, loving Mother, and gain for our  

diocese, our nation and our world, for our  

families and loved ones, the protection of  

your Maternal mantle from this dreaded virus. 
 

In this time of trial and testing, teach all of us  

to love one another and to be patient and kind. 

Help us to bring the peace and healing  

Presence of Jesus to our land and to our hearts. 
 

We come to you with confidence, knowing that you are our  

compassionate mother, health of the sick and cause of our joy. 

Keep us in the embrace of your arms. Help us always to know the 

love of your Son, Jesus our Lord  AMEN. 

Free Online Marriage Enrichment: 4 Short Videos 
 

John and Teri Bosio, authors of many Catholic marriage preparation 

and enrichment books and programs are offering couples a free 

online marriage enrichment program to help them stay connected 

during the challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

The program consists of 4 short videos about the virtues that help us 

keep sanity in our life: Prudence, Justice, Courage, and Temper-

ance.  Go to:  www.the-virtues.net/online-free-program 

Planned Giving:  Appreciate Offertory Support 
 

Bishop LaValley, our pastors and the Development Office are so 

grateful of the continued support during this COVID-19 pandemic 

isolation. Parish Offertory envelopes are being mailed, dropped off 

and gifts on-line (where offered), It’s Our Church, It’s Our Future 

Capital Campaign and Bishop’s Fund Appeal gifts and pledge pay-

ments continue to come in via mail and on-line as well. As we have 

not been able to gather together to share our faith, the continued 

support to stay spiritually engaged and the continued generous fi-

nancial support from parishioners throughout the Diocese of Og-

densburg has been both noticed and appreciated.  

Job Posting: Principal at St. James Elementary School 
 

Saint James Elementary School in Gouverneur, NY is accepting 

applications for a Principal effective July 1, 2020. Applications due: 

May 29, 2020. To apply please send application, cover letter, re-

sume, copies of transcripts and 3 letters of recommendation to: Sis-

ter Ellen Rose Coughlin, SSJ, Superintendent of Schools, PO Box 

369, Ogdensburg, NY 13669. The application is available online 

at www.rcdony.org/catholicschools.html at the Catholic School 

Office link. 

Constable Food Pantry Schedule 
 

The next Constable Food Pantry date is Friday, June 5th, 1PM-

4PM. Please bring your own containers. 

Thank you for your generous support of last week’s Catholic 

Home Mission Appeal.  Your contribution helps strengthen the 

Church and ensure that the Gospel spreads across the United 

States.  If you miss the appeal, it’s not too late to send a donation 

through your parish. 

PRE CANA: During Pandemic 
 

During the pandemic the diocesan sponsored Pre Cana program 

continues to be offered using a virtual alternative rather than in-

person meetings. Couples should register for Pre Cana on the dioce-

san website as normal and select the on-line option. They will re-

ceive materials and instructions on how to access the online content 

through the mail. Once the restrictions are lifted, we will return to 

in-person Pre Cana sessions. If you have any questions, please con-

tact Steve Tartaglia at startaglia@rcdony.org or 315-323-6431 

A PRAYER FOR PROTECTION 

IN THE TIME OF PANDEMIC 

Annual Diocesan Men’s Retreat Postponed 
 

The Diocesan Men’s Retreat - A weekend with the Apostle of Com-

mon Sense - has been postponed until a later summer date to be 

announced. Please keep a lookout for more information as it be-

comes available. Contact John Miner 518-354-0727 

or jdminer@roadrunner.com for details 


