
ST PERPETUA OUTREACH COMMITTEE MINUTES  

February 7, 2017 

Members Present: *Mary Terjeson (Rotating Chairperson), Ann Diemer, Sandi Gritzer, Marj 
Ho, Virginia LaFaille, Kitty Locke, Ann Porcella, Joan Liston, Carol Weyer (Secretary) 

*Mary Terjeson will continue to serve as Chairperson as Pat Snyder recently had ankle surgery 
and will be on the mend for quite a while. 

Welcome and Opening Prayer:  Mary welcomed everyone and handed out a prayer for the 
evening. 

Speakers:  Members discussed future speaker possibilities.  Putnam Clubhouse is scheduled 
for March.  This agency was recommended to Ann Porcella by a St. P parishioner Mary Olowin.  
Other suggestions were for April “No One Left Behind” (Karen Kalvass to confirm) and either in 
May or June “Monument Crisis Center” (Sandi Gritzer to confirm). 

Correspondence and Agency Updates: All 

• Mary Terjeson said that there was a need to have volunteer Liaisons fill various 
vacancies.  Bay Area Rescue Mission (Ann Porcella and Mary Terjeson will meet with 
them prior to next meeting), Child Prevention Council (Ann Diemer review this agency) 
and Options for Women (TBD). 

• Mary presented a draft of the “Liaison Role Form” that Pat Snyder had composed. 
This will serve as a checklist and guideline for future Liaisons.  Committee members 
were asked to read and review and to note any additions.  It was approved. 

• Mary Terjeson also passed out an updated Agency Profile Form for our consideration.  
The format and updates were approved.  Liaisons were asked to review their own 
agencies and update info over the next few months.  Information can be collected by 
going to an agency’s website, using the websites that rank charities (previously 
presented and discussed by the committee) or by visiting the agency location. 

• Mary Kuhn was unable to be at the meeting but sent an email updating us on the 
Refugee Resettlement Program.  She did a nice job presenting her information at all 
the masses last weekend.  She said, “We did have a good response to the refugee 
messages.  37 people signed up to be kept informed and to express interest in the 
meeting.  Next step is getting the information meeting set up. I am looking for dates that 
work for the two specific representatives from St. Monica and Santa Maria, to share their 
experiences welcoming refugee families at the end of the year.” 

Financial Report & Fund Distribution:  

The following is a summation of the financial discussion provided by Ann Diemer, temporary 
Treasurer. 



The financial discussion began with a review of the year 2016 financials.  During 2016 there 
were several staff changes both in the Parish office and in the Committee treasurer position, 
which resulted in some loss of institutional knowledge and some confusion about balances in 
the account and other issues.  Ann Diemer and Mary Terjeson had kept a list of questions and 
set up a meeting with Katherine Korsak, the new business manager, to go over the Outreach 
Committee financials.  Katherine is converting to a new financial system, which should be more 
transparent and easier to use and should allow for generating reports directly from the system 
instead of keeping a separate set of books (known as the “Mary King check book”) for the 
Outreach Committee.  After going through the account month by month we found several things 
that may be of interest to the Committee.  Of most importance is the fact that the checks in the 
total amount of $2500 intended to be issued to charities in September were not actually issued.  
Thus, Bay Area Crisis Nursery, Bay Area Rescue Mission, Contra Costa Interfaith Counsel, 
Child Abuse Prevention Council and Contra Costa Food Bank did not receive donations in 
September 2016.  This resulted in a larger balance than expected remaining in the Outreach 
account at the end of the 2016 year, $4414.63.   In theory, this balance should be available for 
distribution in year 2017.   However, because the books have been closed for 2016 Katherine is 
not certain how to handle this from an accounting perspective and has asked the Committee to 
not distribute these funds remaining from 2016 until she has a chance to meet with the Finance 
Committee and review the matter.  One other item that was cleared up which had been of 
interest was that all cash for Turkeys was allocated to the Outreach account in December and a 
total of about $1200 was collected.  At the end of December, a $600 check was mailed to Bay 
Area Rescue Mission and a $600 check to Food Bank of CCC.  Also, the Knights of Columbus 
collection for Winter Nights was routed through the Committee account with $500 coming in and 
$500 going out in a check to Winter Nights. 

Moving on to January and February of 2017.  As the Committee may recall, no distributions 
were approved at the January meeting due to the many questions about the December 2016 
account balance which would be the source of the January donations, as discussed above.    
January collections were significant, due to a fifth Sunday collection and totaled $6,229.  This 
included $204 in ticket sales for the Pasta Feed, which will benefit Winter Nights.  The only 
disbursements in January were a Shelter Meal reimbursement and reimbursements for Pasta 
Feed expenses to the organizers of the event, since no charitable donations were approved.  
Total disbursements were $395.43.  Thus, looking strictly at January financials, $5834 was 
available in the Outreach account at the end of January not including any carry over from 2016.  
As noted above, Katherine Korsak has asked that we limit our donations to this amount until the 
issue of the 2016 fund carryover can be discussed with the Finance Committee.  The 
Committee discussed the amount of donations, given this constraint and determined that it 
would be reasonable to withhold $834 for expenses such as Shelter Meals and donate a total of 
$5000 in February.  The typical $500 per donation was agreed to for the next 10 agencies on 
the alphabetical list of supported agencies.  Those agencies receiving February donations will 
be St Vincent De Paul Food Pantry at St Francis of Assisi, Foster Family Network of CCC, 
Friendly Manor/St. Mary’s Center, Hope Conference, Loaves and Fishes, Monument Crisis 
Center, Options for Women, Project Hope/Anka, Senior Outreach Services/MOW and SHARE.  
Katherine has initiated a new policy of needing Check request forms for each disbursement and 



Ann Diemer will fill those out and get them to Katherine.   Sandi Gritzer indicated she would like 
to hand deliver the Monument Crisis Center check.  All others can be mailed. 

 
5th Sunday Dates for 2017 donations: 1/29 4/30 7/30 10/29 12/31 
 
Blue Barrel: Several ideas were suggested, including Rotocare (postponed due to Pat Snyder’s 
absence), Friendly Manor, and Trinity Center.  But it was decided on collecting new or gently 
used bath towels, along with for new pajamas for women, children and teens in all sizes, for 
STAND and other agencies.  Pending approval of the dates, we will be collecting items on the 
weekend of March 18th/19th, 2017.  Carol Weyer will make a publicity flyer to be seen in the 
church bulletin on two weekends, March 4th/5th and March 11th/12th. 

Pasta Feed:   Monica Chappell and chefs reported that there was full attendance, and a good 
time was had by all.  The evening was a success.  The money earned to support Winter Nights 
was not known yet.  Monica forwarded a Thank You note to the Outreach Committee for helping 
sell tickets, which arrived after the February meeting. 

Winter Nights:  Coverage for volunteer sign-ups on 2/11th and 2/12th – Sandi/Joan 5:00 p.m., 
Ann D./Kitty/Mary 8:00 a.m. Marj / Ann P 9:30 a.m. and Mary K/George/Karen 11:30 a.m.  
Volunteers will be working Winter Nights at Orinda Community Church on 2/27th-3/13th. 

Food Basket:  40 bags were collected and delivered to SVDP at St. Francis.  Next collection – 
March 11th/12th (Canned Fruit, Vegetables, Hominy) 

Shoes that Fit: Marj Ho stated that to date another list has not been sent from Mia Flores the 
VP at Los Medanos Elementary School in Pittsburg.  Marj and Carol will arrange to meet with 
her in person to discuss the next list. 

Annual Report:  With just one grammatical error corrected the report was approved.  Nice job 
Mary! 

Shelter Dinners: First months of 2017 are done by school board / school families. 

Publicity: Sandi has everything she needs. 

Closing Prayer: The meeting was ended with group prayer of the Hail Mary. 

 

Next Meeting: March 7th, 2017 

 

 


