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Sunday:       Ordinary 13, Cycle C, 6.26.16 
Scripture:    1Kgs 19:16-21/Gal 5:1,13-18/ 
                    Lk 9:51-62 

NO EXCUSES WHEN IT COMES  
TO THE KINGDOM 

     In our passage from Luke’s 
gospel today we are given a key to 
understand what Jesus was all about: he 
resolutely determined to journey to 
Jerusalem. Jesus had that one goal in mind. 
If you’ve ever read any strategic or business 
planning literature, you’ve no doubt come 
across the acronym SMART for mapping 
out goals. SMART stands for Specific, 
Measurable, Attainable, Relevant and 
Timely. That process of achieving one’s 
goals has been beneficial to a lot of people; 
it’s gotten them ahead in life, perhaps made 
them money, and brought them success in 
their business and personal pursuits. And 
they’re all fine and good ways of setting 
your goals, but I recently heard a nationally-
known business consultant propose the other 
side of the coin—DUMB goals.  This 
advisor says the DUMB goals stands for 
Dreamy, Unrealistic, Motivating and Bold. 
If we look at today’s gospel and Jesus’ 
proposal to some would-be disciples, it 
sounds to me like the second strategy – the 
DUMB goals – are more attuned to Jesus’ 
rules for success.  

 This Kingdom-building business to 
which Jesus invites us is DUMB. It’s a 
dream that we keep striving to help come 
true. In the eyes of the world it is unrealistic 
which is why our faith is so counter-cultural 
and can put us at odds with society and 
culture. It has motivated believers for over 
two millennia from Perpetua in the year 203 
who gave her up life rather than deny her 
faith in Christ, to the hundreds who, in 
recent times, have been slain by Isis for their 
faith as Christians. And, finally, Jesus’ 
strategy is bold because this all-consuming 
faith and unquestionable trust in God takes 
us out of our comfort zone and requires 

courage that comes, not from our own 
resources, but only from God’s Holy Spirit. 

 
 There is nothing about being a 

follower of Jesus that does not demand 
effort. Since, in Jesus’ Kingdom-strategy, all 
existing responsibilities have to take second 
place, discipleship is not something to be 
entered into casually. To make this point, 
Luke’s gospel lets us eavesdrop on Jesus’ 
encounter with some potential candidates. 
On his journey to Jerusalem, Jesus meets 
three people who are anxious to follow him 
but who are unfit and unprepared for the 
challenge involved. The first person is 
bursting with enthusiasm. He says, with 
whole-hearted response, that he wants to be 
a follower of Jesus wherever he goes. So he 
must have been surprised to hear Jesus 
dampen his spirits and ward the person off 
with the caution that the Son of Man did not 
have a home to call his own. Jesus is only 
being fair when he makes it clear in very 
direct speech what is expected of those who 
wish to join his group. If we want to 
accompany him, we must know what we are 
doing and we have to be aware of the harsh 
realities of life as a disciple.  

 To follow Jesus to Calvary doesn’t 
mean a casual accompaniment of a 
wandering preacher. The message is harsh 
but clear – if anything at all stands in our 
way or takes priority over Jesus in our lives, 
then we’re not free enough to follow him. 
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The other two in the gospel who say they 
want to follow Jesus each seem to have 
legitimate excuses as well. To us listeners it 
sounds kind of dumb for Jesus not to give 
them a break and let them go home and 
attend to what they need to do, and then 
come and follow. But that would miss the 
whole point of discipleship and what our 
baptism into Christ is all about. There is no 
part-time  discipleship. Our commitment to 
Christ and to the gospel must be whole-
hearted and complete. We’re called to free 
ourselves interiorly from all other concerns 
so we can follow Jesus no matter what our 
state in life or occupation, no matter our age 
or gender or social status. Through faith and 
baptism we have been transformed into 
Christ. As St. Paul says: I live now, not I, but 
Christ lives in me. This commitment is not 
for the few; it’s required of all.  

 
So the question would be: Do we 

have what it takes to meet the challenge of 
being fully committed disciples of Jesus? I 
think we do. I think we’re up to the 
challenge, and I say that because I’ve known 
you for a long time. In fact, this Friday, July 
1st, it will be nineteen years that I’ve known 
many of you and I know how hard you 
work, how determined you are and how 
geared for success in everything you do. 

 We have young students in the 
parish who are part of Stanley Middle 
School’s jazz program. I think that Stanley 
has one of the finest music programs in 
California, if not nation-wide. Their 
program’s success is due to the hard work 
and dedication of the students, their parents 

and, most of all, Mr. Bob Athayde, the 
music director. One of my favorite local 
events in June is Jazz Café – a concert put 
on each year at Stanley Middle School to 
showcase the music that the students learned 
throughout the school year. Young 
musicians in each grade -- sixth, seventh and 
eighth -- have a chance -- on stage in the 
spotlight -- to dazzle the audience of proud 
parents and friends with their amazing 
renditions of jazz and big  band music. 
These youngsters, 10, 11, and 12 years old, 
go to school an extra hour early a few days a 
week to rehearse. And they spend time 
practicing at home as well -- going over 
chords and scales and perfecting their parts. 
When you hear them perform you see the 
fruit of whole-hearted dedication – the kind 
of dedication Jesus asks of us as his 
committed followers. 

 We have high school students on the 
water polo teams at Acalanes and 
Campolindo. Talk to them about their 
lifestyle during swim season – how much 
time they have to dedicate to swimming. 
They have to be in that pool at 5:00 in the 
morning; they choose to forgo a lot of social 
life that their friends are enjoying  because 
they’ve committed themselves to a grueling 
schedule of practice and tournaments. I 
spoke to one of our parishioners who was an 
alternate for the US Olympic water polo 
team in 2008 and 2012. Now he coaches 
water polo teams and puts those athletes 
through the same demanding rigors he’s 
known all his life. He started when he was 
four years old. Early on he wrote down his 
goals and what it would take to be 
successful and make it to the top. He said it 
was those goals and his determination that 
saw him through the times he felt like giving 
up and throwing the towel in. In the end he 
said the hard work was worth the effort in 
order to achieve success. 
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 The invitation of the gospel to 
follow Jesus is a challenge to each of us. 
Like so many other things we do in life, we 
are capable of hard work and determination. 
The people who speak to Jesus on the road 
are like the seed sown on rocky ground or 
among thorns. They want to follow but they 
have conditions attached. They’re not ready 
to drop what they’re doing and come along 
with Jesus. Like them, we all have 
commitments and responsibilities. There are 
children to raise, elderly parents or infirm 
relatives to care for. We have to work to 
make a living. Yet, in the midst of all these 
legitimate responsibilities, the voice of Jesus 
still calls us to follow him wholeheartedly 
and unreservedly – to make a radical 
commitment to build the Kingdom of God 
wherever we find ourselves.  It’s a     
DUMB thing to do – to be a part of God’s 
DREAM; to allow our hearts to be guided 
by the UNREALISTIC values of Jesus, like 
universal love for all, unconditional 
forgiveness, peace among all people; to be 
MOTIVATED by the self-sacrifice of 
Christ; and to be BOLD in proclaiming to 
the world that we are followers of Jesus and 
happy to walk with him on the road to God’s 
Kingdom.  

                    Fr. John Kasper, OSFS 
 

 


