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Third Sunday of Easter –  
First Eucharist 
Cycle A, 4.30.17 

Acts 2:14,22-28/1 Peter 1:17-21/ 
Luke 24:13-35 

 
JESUS: OUR GUIDE & COMPANION 

ON THE JOURNEY 
Today’s Gospel story is one of the 
favorite bible stories about two of Jesus’ 
followers and how they met him after 
the Resurrection. It was on a road trip. 
Of course, they were walking seven 
miles on foot – no skate boards, no GPS 
or SIRI. Our road trips usually happen 
when we’re driving in a car. Road trips 
can be lots of fun, but you can run into a 
lot of difficulties on a road trip.  

 
I went online to Google “Worst road trip 
experiences.” Here’s what some people 
reported as their worst road trip: 
 
• 3 days crammed in a Ford Mercury 
Topaz with 5 family members, driving 
to Miami, Florida from Toronto, 
Canada. 
 
• When I was a kid I went on a road trip 
with my mom. It was all fun and games and 
a great time until we realized we left our 
luggage at home. 
 
• My friend’s junky car had no working 
blinkers, so I had to hang out the window 
with a light saber to indicate our turns. 
 

• My screaming 18-month old cousin who 
was only soothed by Polka music. 
 
• When your pop-up camper that you were 
pulling passes you on the interstate going 
60 mph! We were speechless as it passed us. 
 
• Traveling out of town using the GPS to 
find a Taco Bell. GPS led us to a mud pit 
that started to sink & said: “You have 
arrived.” 
 
I recall some problems I had on the road 
– a flat tire during a horrible rainstorm 
on the way to Stockton; a water hose 
leak in the desert when I was driving 
from Colorado to California.  
 
I also recall some wonderful surprises 
on a road trip like a beautiful rainbow 
that appeared before me on a lonely 
highway in Colorado, and the deer that 
was prancing through the valley next to 
the highway at the same time. It was as 
if the Good Lord set those things before 
me just for my enjoyment. 
 
In today’s Gospel story friends of Jesus 
were on a road trip, traveling from 
Jerusalem to Emmaus, a trip of 7 miles 
as the bible tells us. They were walking 
partners. It was a troubled journey for 
them. They were disappointed and sad, 
talking about their friend and guide, 
how he had been crucified and put to 
death. They had hoped that Jesus would 
be the One to set Israel free. Now, after 
all the terrible things that had happened 
to Jesus, and his death on the cross, all 
their hopes were gone. 
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But then, a surprise happened on their 
journey. A stranger on the road started 
walking with them and talked to them 
about Jesus and about the scriptures. He 
explained a lot of things to them that 
they didn’t understand. Things started 
to make sense to them. 
 
As they got close to their home in 
Emmaus, it was evening, and they 
invited the stranger to stay with them. 
At table Jesus took the bread, blessed it 
and gave it to them. Suddenly they 
recognized him; it was Jesus who was 
with the all the time. They were 
changed by the encounter. We too can 
recognize Jesus – when we hear his 
voice as we listen to the scriptures, 
when we experience his love in the meal 
we share together, when we see his face 
in the faces of our family and friends, in 
the community that gathers with us at 
Mass. 
 
Remember this story when you come to 
Mass We come AS WE ARE. Then we 
met Jesus – WORD & SACRAMENT.  
Jesus is really here when we share the 
bread and drink the cup. He is our 
traveling companion when the road is 
smooth. He is our guest in our home 
and in our family when life is full and 
happy.  When things don’t go well or 

we have troubles, Jesus is with us to 
help us and give us the strength we 
need to carry on.  

 
 Because we eat often, you and I 
can take food for granted. Meals can 
become commonplace. We can’t allow 
that to happen to this meal, to the 
Eucharist. The Eucharist is the Church 
at her very best. When you come to this 
table, be your very best and bring your 
very best. And the Lord who promised 
to be present with us, will grant us the 
grace to become our very best. God will 
send us forth from the Mass to make the 
kingdom come alive. When we are 
nourished by this meal, then we can 
leave the table, like the disciples at 
Emmaus, and proclaim that Christ is 
risen and alive. We know it’s true 
because we too, like the disciples at 
Emmaus, have known him in the 
breaking of the bread.    

 Father John Kasper, OSFS 

 
 
 
 


