
           1 

13th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Cycle A, 7.2.17 

2 Kings 4:8-11,14-16/Romans 6:3-4,8-11/ 
Matthew 10:37-42 

 
THE CHALLENGE OF DISCIPLESHIP; 

THE REWARD OF FAITHFULNESS 
 Sometimes the gospel is a hard pill 
to swallow, and today’s admonition by Jesus 
--Whoever loves father or mother, son or 
daughter, more than me is not worthy of me 
-- doesn’t go down easily. Parents who 
recently applauded as a son or daughter 
graduated from high school or college must 
scratch their heads to think that the gospel 
intends to drive a wedge between them and 
their children. Sons or daughters whose 
parents are aged or hospitalized or 
recuperating from surgery must hear a ring 
of absurdity in Jesus’ suggestion that to love 
him it is necessary to love your parents less. 
What’s the point behind Jesus’ use of such 
strong words? As Americans, they can be a 
challenge for us to understand.  

 From early childhood we were 
socialized toward leaving the family of 
origin and setting up our own family, 
usually in a different city or state. There’s 
almost a stigma attached to staying at home, 
to being too close to family once you ‘grow 
up.’ How many of your own adult children 
and other family members will you  see 
perhaps only once this year during summer 
vacation? When Jesus spoke these words -- 
in the Mediterranean world of first century 
Palestine -- family was everything. Outside 

the family, no one could be trusted; no one 
knew you; no one would help you. The 
consequences of leaving the family were 
dire. (Recall what happened to the prodigal 
son and how quickly he returned to his home 
and his father.) One who left  home not only 
gave up the basic claim to honor and status, 
but also lost all of the family’s economic, 
religious, educational and social connections 
as well. Perhaps most disastrous was loss of 
a connection to the land. Yet, this is the life 
to which Jesus called the apostles. No 
wonder he said: “Take up your cross and 
come after me.” 
 I believe Jesus uses this image of 
separation from family because he wants to 
let us know that the cost of discipleship is 
not cheap. Responding to the Lord’s call as 
a follower of his is serious business. It 
requires the choice of Jesus over anything 
valued. They who call themselves Christians 
-- followers of Jesus -- assume a very radical 
stance toward the world around us and 
toward all of life. 
 We can look to a few who took the 
call of discipleship quite seriously, who 
knew the gospel meant searching out the 
wisdom of God as opposed to human 
wisdom. When the Sisters of Charity, 
Mother Theresa’s sisters, go out to the 
streets of Calcutta every morning after an 
hour of intense prayer, they go out as radical 
women. They seek the destitute of India who 
have been abandoned by society, not 
necessarily to nurse them back to health, 
since it’s too late for many of them, but to 
give them a decent place to die. Here is a 
counter-cultural life style that pays the price 
of hospitality and compassion in Jesus’ 
name. 
 When our nation was in the throes of 
forming a collective conscience in the late 
sixties and early seventies, regarding the 
morality of the Vietnam War, Jesuit Father 
Daniel Berrigan could no longer remain 
silent in the face of a war he saw in conflict 
with his Christian faith. He and others who 
voiced their opposition and acted on it paid 
the price with imprisonment and trial. For 
the gospel’s sake they responded without 
counting the cost. 
 That short little churchman who 
walked with a waddle, Pope John XXIII 
(who, by the way, was elected by the Roman 
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curia as a kind of ‘do-nothing’ pope who 
wouldn’t rock the boat) responded to the 
promptings of the Spirit. In 1965 he called 
for aggiornamento -- a renewal of the church 
he led, and he began a revolution in the life 
of the church. He threw open the windows 
so that fresh winds of the Spirit could blow 
off the dust that had accumulated for so 
many centuries in the institution of the 
church. He opened the door to let the light 
shine in places where too often the church 
was locked in legalism, weighed down by 
attachment to earthly authority, instead of 
being motivated by the freedom of the 
Spirit. John XXIII’s faithful discipleship 
meant an acceptance of risk and change that 
led his church on a new path of freedom and 
grace seldom experienced in its history. 
 The call to discipleship led a young 
German Lutheran pastor, Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer, to join the German resistance 
movement against the Nazi regime during 
World War II. At the age of thirty-nine he 
was killed for his active resistance against 
the tyranny of Hitler, but his writings 
survived to testify to his conviction and 
commitment. As Bonhoeffer himself wrote 
from his prison cell: “When Christ calls a 
person, he calls him to die.” 
 Yesterday marked the four-year 
anniversary since Arizona's firefighting 
community lost 19 of its own. A group of 
men known as the “Granite Mountain 
Hotshots” -- a tight-knit team of experts 
trained to fight out-of-control wildfires -- 
died on June 30, 2013, while battling the 
Yarnell Hill fire, northwest of Phoenix, 
Arizona. It turned out to be one of the 
deadliest wildfires in recent US history. 
Driven by fierce winds, the fast-moving fire 
turned and overran the hotshot crew, cutting 
off their evacuation route. According to the 
report they were deploying fire shelters 
when the fire overtook them. Temperatures 
exceeded 2,000 degrees Fahrenheit, and the 
deployment site was not survivable. 

 Those nineteen young men gave 
their lives to protect Yarnell and the town 
has honored the Granite Mountain Hotshots 
with a unique tribute -- a rugged hiking trail 
that climbs more than 1,000 feet up the side 
of the mountain where they died that day. 
Each of the 19 hotshots is memorialized 
along the way with a plaque. These men 
embodied the challenge of today’s gospel: 
Whoever finds his life will lose it, and 
whoever loses his life for my sake will find 
it. 
 That whole-hearted commitment 
demanded by Christian discipleship isn’t 
limited to martyrs, radicals, popes and Nobel 
Prize winners. We are each called to follow, 
to take up the cross and come after Jesus. 
For you and me, our daily lives are the 
context of that call. A faithful follower of 
the gospel is: 
- the parent or grandparent who encourages 
her child to live by the principles of love and 
fairness on the playground, instead of self-
interest and greed, thus giving a child the 
tools necessary to grow in Christian values; 
- the high school student who is unafraid to 
defend someone whom other students are 
bullying or making fun of, thus witnessing 
that authentic love looks beyond 
appearances; 
- the manager who allows the office or work 
setting to become a place for creative 
growth and mutual support, more than cut-
throat competition, testifying that people are 
worth more than their economic output. 
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 Jesus doesn’t call us out of our 
homes, our families, our responsibilities. He 
calls us back into them, but with a new 
intensity and deeper commitment and 
vitality. You and I can be assured that our 
commitment to Christ will not go 
unrewarded. We will receive the power to 
triumph over sin and darkness, the energy to 
live a new life with Christ, and the joy of 
knowing that people will see goodness in 
our deeds and give praise to our God in 
heaven. 

John Kasper, OSFS 

 


