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Sunday:       Ordinary 5, Cycle C, 2.7.16 
Scripture:     Is 6:1-2, 3-8/1Cor 15:1-11/Lk 5:1-11 

THE CATCH OF A LIFETIME 
(At this liturgy infant Andrew was baptized) 

 I just returned from a week in 
Washington D.C., where I attended some 
meetings with the members of my 
community – the Oblates of St. Francis de 
Sales, since I’m one of the three provincial 
councilors. We act as advisors to the 
Provincial and we met at the residence 
where five of our seminarians are studying 
at Catholic University. It was so 
encouraging to be with young enthusiastic 
men preparing for ministry in the Church. 
Fortunately, the meetings only took a couple 
days, so I had time for some sightseeing at 
the amazing Smithsonian museums. I 
returned late Thursday in time to preside at a 
funeral yesterday morning and another this 
morning, so there wasn’t much time for 
homily preparation. Luckily, as I read 
tonight’s gospel, I remembered it very well, 
because it was the gospel that was 
proclaimed at Andrew’s parent’s wedding 
eight years ago. Now it might seem like a 
strange gospel for a wedding ceremony, 
however, it was very appropriate because 
Greg and his father are fanatical fishermen – 
the emphasis being on FANATIC more than 
on FISH. When Greg and Angie sent out 
their engagement announcement, it was a 
photo of Angie being carried in Greg’s arms 
with the caption: The Catch of a Lifetime! 
(Of course, you remember that, Greg and 
Angie?) 
 At their wedding I started the homily 
with a fishing joke. It’s worth repeating for 
your third son’s baptism feast. One weekend, 
Greg and his father -- two avid fishermen – 
went on a fishing trip. It wasn’t at 
Clearlake, where they usually fish, so they 
had to rent all the equipment: the reels, the 
rods, the wading suits, the rowboat, and 
even a cabin in the woods. They spent a 
fortune. The first day they went fishing, but 

they didn't catch anything. The same thing 
happened on the second day – not even a 
nibble, and the same on the third day. It 
went on like this until finally, on the last day 
of their get-away, Greg catches a fish. As 
they're driving home they're really 
depressed. Ken turns to his son Greg and 
says, "Do you realize that this one lousy fish 
you caught cost us fifteen hundred dollars?" 
Looking surprised, Greg says, "Wow! It's a 
good thing we didn't catch any more!" 

 
Thank you for scheduling Andrew’s 

baptism on a weekend with this same gospel 
from Luke that we heard at your wedding 
Mass. Fishing was a common part of the 
world in which Jesus lived. He often found 
himself in the company of fishermen and 
some of his apostles made their living from 
the sea.  Jesus used a clever bit of 
resourcefulness when he got in the boat and 
pushed a little away from shore to teach the 
crowds. You see, the zigzagging shoreline 
close to Capernaum formed inlets, and each 
one was a natural amphitheater. The crowds 
on the slopes of the shoreline could hear 
Jesus quite clearly from the boat. But notice, 
we’re not told what he was teaching the 
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crowds. The lesson that Luke is offering us 
is not in Jesus’ words, but in his actions and 
his encounter with Simon Peter. 

So we have this wonderful story 
about a frustrated fisherman, a worried wife 
and a confident Christ. I say a “worried 
wife” because, even though Peter’s wife 
isn’t mentioned in the story, we know that 
he was married. Earlier in Luke’s gospel he 
records the miracle of the healing of Peter’s 
mother-in-law; and where there’s a mother-
in-law there’s got to be a wife. I say a 
“worried wife” because seeing that Peter 
isn’t home yet and suspecting that there 
aren’t any fish, she knows the family goes 
hungry and there won’t be any fish to sell 
for their income that day. The best fishing 
was at night, but this night they were having 
no luck. Exhausted from their hard work 
with nothing to show for it, they were 
calling it quits. Then, frustrated at Jesus’ 
request to go out again and put into deeper 
waters, Peter reluctantly agrees, probably 
thinking “What does this preacher man 
know about fishing; we’re the experts?” The 
rest of the story, as they say, is history. A 
huge catch. Quick messages for help to the 
other boat. A struggle to get the boats and 
fish back to land before they both sink under 
the weight.  

 
Then the moment of truth and Peter 

finds himself out of his league. Jesus 
promises the same thing will happen, only 
now it will be people, not fish. And the 
fishermen become followers, going off into 
a new life without the foggiest idea of where 

this adventure would take them. The early 
morning gospel scene at the shores of the 
lake marked a turning point in Peter’s life. 
An encounter with God goes beyond our 
perceptions – something marvelous takes 
place. God takes us in directions we could 
not anticipate or plan. Jesus didn’t provide 
those fishermen a remarkable catch merely 
to cancel the frustration they experienced in 
an unsuccessful night of fishing. Jesus was 
turning their lives around, giving new 
meaning and purpose to their energy, their 
work and their desires. Challenges would 
still be theirs, success would often elude 
them, pain and struggle would be a part of 
their lives, but their hearts would always be 
firm because they put their trust in God.  

 
This Wednesday is Ash Wednesday 

and the beginning of the Lenten Season, an 
opportunity to strengthen our resolve and 
recommit ourselves to our Christian calling. 
May the abundant grace of God that we 
believe is always present to us mark a 
turning point in our lives. As we put out into 
deeper waters of faith, hope and love, may 
we experience a realm of grace and an 
abundance of divine love that will swamp 
our boat and call us to a life of praise and 
thanksgiving that will bring joy to us and 
our families and happiness to many others. 
Use that love, as Peter was charged, to catch 
people and to spread the joy of God’s 
Kingdom in wonderful and surprising ways. 

Fr. John Kasper, OSFS 


