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Sunday:     Ordinary 19, Cycle C, 8.7.16 
Scripture:   Wisdom 18:6-9; Hebrews 11:1-2, 
      8-19;  Luke 12:32-48 
 

WHERE DOES YOUR TREASURE LIE? 
 I hope that you all are having a great 
summer. It’s quickly rounding the corner, 
however, so take every advantage of these 
August weeks. Summer goes by too quickly. 
For me this has been a bummer of a summer 
and one I’ll gladly forget. Between a 
scheduled right knee replacement in May, an 
unplanned fall that did a number on the 
other knee and ribs, and surgery to release a 
pinched nerve on my left hand a few days 
ago, I spent most of the summer in recovery 
mode. All the moping and recouping has 
given me plenty of time to brood and 
complain, inwardly to myself and outwardly 
to anyone who would listen.  

 On the way home from the surgical 
center in Walnut Creek on Wednesday, with 
my hand bandaged and throbbing from 
surgery, my driver and I were stopped at the 
big intercession at Ygnacio Valley and 
Broadway, near the BART station. There, in 
front of my car window was a homeless man 
with his grocery cart – all his earthly 
belongings piled high, making it difficult for 
him to maneuver his ‘mobile home’ across 
the busy intersection. I looked at him; then I 
looked at my bandaged hand and arm. I 
think sometimes the Good Lord knows how 
to get to us, at least to me, when he wants 
me to look beyond my narrow little world.  
Compared to that man’s life of poverty-- 
lacking a safe place to lay his head at the 

end of the day and scrounging for food 
every day -- my post-surgery misery isn’t 
much more than a temporary inconvenience.  
 We need the scriptures, the Eucharist 
and one another each week to bring us back 
to our senses and to remind us about what’s 
really important in life – to pull us out of our 
narrow worlds and insert our lives into a 
bigger project, the project of building God’s 
Kingdom and each of our roles in that 
endeavor. The scriptures today do that for us 
in a very poignant way. The first two 
readings from Wisdom and the Letter to the 
Hebrews take us right back to the 
foundations of our Catholic Christian 
heritage – faith. Faith gave the Israelites of 
old the courage to trust in the covenant God 
made with them.  Faith gave Abraham the 
courage to step out in search of a promised 
land, not knowing where the future would 
lead, but firmly anchored by his trust in God 
that he would reach his destination, and that 
the promise of God would be fulfilled for 
him and all who would follow after him.     
 C. S. Lewis wrote of our faith: "I 
believe in Christianity as I believe that the 
sun has risen: not only because I see it, but 
because by it I see everything else." Our 
faith colors everything else for us. It’s the 
lens through which we perceive the world. 
Faith is the perspective by which we 
encounter our families, our society, our 
work and ourselves. Our lives are 
encompassed by faith. It informs who we are 
and what we do; how we live and how we 
die. The gospel today – although it really is 
three separate passages – invites us to bring 
our faith to bear on one particular aspect of 
our lives – our money. Sell your belongings 
and give alms. Provide money bags for 
yourselves that do not wear out, an 
inexhaustible treasure in heaven that no 
thief can reach nor moth destroy. I 
personally hate talking about money, 
especially since I have to ask for it, directly 
or indirectly, all the time – whether it’s the 
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ongoing support of our local parish with 
maintenance needs, salaries to cover, utility 
bills to pay, capital campaigns for major 
projects; or the many outside organizations 
and greater church needs that must be 
supported – bishop’s appeal, diocesan 
charities, universal and mission needs. It 
seems that there’s no end to the requests 
made of you to share your financial 
resources with the church. So, if you took 
Jesus’ words in the gospel literally – Sell 
your belongings and divest yourself of your 
money – our parish and every parish would 
be in dire straits.  
 I think that the key to this passage 
and all the gospel teachings about wealth 
and money is the different perspective to 
which Jesus call us. We’re invited to 
acknowledge the truth that, on this earth, 
we’re strangers and aliens, pilgrims on a 
journey to another homeland that God has 
prepared for us. When we put all our stock 
in our worldly possessions we easily lose 
sight of the bigger picture and the longer 
distance. We forget that we’re not earthly 
beings on a spiritual journey; we’re spiritual 
beings on an earthly journey. That truth 
shapes and informs us. I saw it in action 
recently when I was talking to a friend of 
mine who, when asked if he was going to 
watch the Olympics, surprisingly said “No.” 
For him the exorbitant amount of money 
being spent on athletic entertainment in a 
country where the poor are being pummeled 
by Brazil's worst recession since the 1930s, 
by soaring crime and unemployment over 10 
percent casts a shadow over the value of the 
Olympics. You may not agree with him but 
it indicated to me that he was bringing his 
Christian values to bear on the decision he’s 
making as to how he’ll spend his time. His 
faith tells him that we are our brother’s 
keeper. It matters to him how the world 
spends its money. It tells him where the 
world’s values lie, and in this instance, his 
values lie elsewhere.  

 The other person in our conversation 
was a gentleman who began and operates 
the very successful bakery – Semifreddi. I 
had heard him speak a few years ago at an 
event sponsored by our Lafayette Chamber 
of Commerce. He has a wonderful 
perspective on business. If you go to the 
Semifreddi website (www.semifreddis.com) 
you can read the interesting history of how 
the bakery began and the principles by 
which it operates. Their mission statement 
is: “Make the best baked bread and pastries 
in the universe, offer them at a fair and 
reasonable price, provide superior customer 
service, treat our employees like family and 
give back to the community.” His take on 
business, although he might not recognize 
this, comes right out of basic Catholic social 
teaching about justice, human dignity, the 
rights of laborers and just distribution of this 
world’s goods. He calls it “compassionate 
capitalism.” I think the fact that he went to 
De LaSalle High School played a part in 
planting the seeds of a social conscience.  

 He and his co-owners are bread and 
pastry nerds, who “get” that their employees 
are an important part of their organization 
and the workers too are proud of their 
contribution to producing a great line of 
products. They believe in promoting from 
within, and their bakers and managers have 
come up through the ranks. He’s committed 
to providing his employees with the best pay 
and the best benefits of any artisan bakery in 
the Bay Area. What an excellent model for 
addressing so many of the financial 
problems we face in our country.  
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 In their pastoral letter, Economic 
Justice for All: A Catholic Framework for 
Economic Life, the United States Bishops’ 
Conference provides an ethical framework 
based on Gospel principles and Christian 
tradition. Two of these principles reflect 
local and global concerns that were raised in 
my conversation.  
 • Workers, owners, managers, 
stockholders and consumers are moral 
agents in economic life. By our choices, 
initiative, creativity and investment, we 
enhance or diminish economic opportunity, 
community life and social justice. 
 • The global economy has moral 
dimensions and human consequences. 
Decisions on investment, trade, aid and 
development should protect human life and 
promote human rights, especially for those 
most in need wherever they might live on 
this globe. 
 

 

 So a simple conversation with two 
men unexpectedly unfolded for me the 
challenge of today’s gospel: Where your 
treasure is, there also will your heart be.  
And continuing conversations and regular 
interactions with this generous community 
of dedicated and faithful parishioners 
reinforces for me over and over again what 
you treasure, where your hearts lie, and how 
the faith you share informs all that you are 
and all that you do.    

Father John Kasper, OSFS                                                                      
 

 
  


