
           1 

Sunday:    Ordinary 12, Cycle C, 6.19.16 
Scripture: Zech 12:10-11/Gal 3:26-29/Lk 9:18-24 

THE MOURNING  
THAT IS COMMON TO US ALL 

 A couple years ago at the Museum of 
the Palace of the Legion of Honor in San 
Francisco, I saw an exhibit entitled Tomb 
Sculptures from the Court of Burgundy. 
Originally these sculptures adorned the 
burial sites in a French cathedral of two 14th 
century Burgundian dukes – Philip the Bold 
and John the Fearless.  The Mourners from 
the tombs of the Dukes of Burgundy are 
deeply affecting works of art. Most are not 
taller than 14-18 inches. Together they form 
a solemn processional of alabaster figures of 
monks and clerics that appear to circulate 
around the tomb as if it were a cloister. 
Though part of a larger monument, each 
sculpture is a masterpiece in its own right,  
and each mourner is carefully 
individualized.  While some of the figures 
are shown wringing their hands or drying 
their tears, others appear lost in solemn 
contemplation,  while still others hide their 
faces in the deeply carved folds of their 
robes. 

 
 Beyond their evident exquisite 
carving, I couldn’t help but be struck by the 
emotion they conveyed as they follow the 
funeral procession --  weeping, praying, 
singing, lost in thought, giving vent to their 
grief, or consoling their neighbor. I found 
myself in tears at times as I slowly walked 
through the gallery, caught up in the sadness 

each figure evoked.  Mourning, they remind 
us, is a collective experience, common to all 
people and all moments in history.  
  In today’s passage from the prophet 
Zechariah we hear a reference to one such 
moment in history. It’s not exactly clear to 
scripture scholars what that moment was. 
Many suggest it to mean the death of young 
Jewish King Josiah slain in battle at the 
hands of the Egyptian Pharaoh. The hopes of 
the future of Israel rested on the King. His 
loss was devastating. Verse 11 says: On that 
day the mourning in Jerusalem shall be as 
great as the mourning of Hadad Rimmon in 
the plain of Megiddo. The sadness of this 
event, whatever its history, was so great that 
the people marked an annual time of grief 
and mourning to commemorate what 
happened in the dark valley –  like our D-
Day celebration marking the invasion on the 
beaches of Normandy on June 6.   Or 
commemorating the bombing of Hiroshima 
recalled each year on August 6.  These 
tragedies, which have had a universal impact 
on the collective minds and hearts of people 
everywhere, recall the death, destruction and 
loss that took place at those sites.  
 The evil found among people is not 
carried out only in the low places of the 
world, like the Valley of Megiddo, but in the 
low places in the human heart. Jesus came to 
fill our valley with grace and purity. The 
prophet promised the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem “a fountain to purify from sin and 
uncleanness.” As our ancestors wept in 
defeat in the valley of Megiddo, how many 
times have we wept in our own valleys when 
overwhelmed with sorrow?   We live in a 
world of fear and violence – the opposite of 
the vision of the Kingdom of God. Last 
weekend’s attack in a gay bar in Orlando 
brought us once again face to face with 
grief, sorrow and the tragic death of forty-
nine innocent lives.  The collective 
experience of mourning grasped all our 
hearts, and our faith in a God of life 
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demands that we confront such violence 
even as we try to comfort and console one 
another. 

 
  Again, such overwhelming tragedy 
places before us so many issues. First, this 
was a crime of hatred and bigotry -- a 
targeted attack against the LGBT 
community. Homophobia continues to be an 
insidious reality in our country and in our 
world. The gay, lesbian and transgender 
community still faces much abuse and 
violence. Even the language that faith 
communities use gives borderline 
personalities permission to hate. Our own 
Catholic terminology in our Catechism 
betrays an ignorance and lack of 
contemporary medical and psychological 
knowledge when it speaks of homosexual 
acts as “intrinsically disordered." The 
Church must come to terms with the reality 
that homosexual persons do not choose their 
sexual orientation. And, if so, and if that 
orientation is given them by God, we must 
help them to live out that gift in grace, 
freedom and peace. It should not be a source 
of fear or shame, or a reason to endure 
violence and discrimination. 
  I, for one, after this tragedy, will not 
hesitate to discuss and fight the issue of 
homophobia and hatred for our gay and 
lesbian brothers and sisters, nor hesitate to 
address the unfortunate misunderstanding on 
the part of the Church which still does not 
comprehend that, for the majority of gays 
and lesbians and transgender persons, this is 
not an identity or reality of their own 

choosing.  Until the Church is clear on this 
fact, we foster an inadequate comprehension 
of the nature of human sexuality which is a 
gift to us from God.  As Catholic Christians 
we stand with Chicago Archbishop Blase 
Cupich who stated after the Orlando 
massacre, “Our hearts and prayers are 
with… our gay and lesbian sisters and 
brothers.” 
  The second issue this tragedy 
demands: Can we have a sensible end to the 
proliferation of semi-automatic weapons 
with large magazine capacities? We need to 
stop saying ‘our prayers are with the 
victims’ if we are not going to do something 
about this. God answers prayer through us. 
We, as citizens and especially political 
leaders, need to stand up to the gun industry 
lobby that prevents sensible legislation from 
being passed. Their concern is only the sale 
of guns and ammunition, not freedom. Are 
we just going to accept the facts that tens of 
thousand die by gun violence each year? 
Simply consider the average raw statistics of 
gun homicides each year world-wide: Less 
than 50: Japan; less than 150:  Germany, 
Italy, France, and other European countries; 
less than 200:  Canada; more than 10,000: 
United States. How can this nation of ours, 
with all our claims to greatness, continue to 
tolerate this scandal and turn a blind eye to 
it? 
  Finally, we cannot scapegoat the 
religion of Islam for every unhinged 
Muslim. The demented Christian who blows 
up an abortion clinic does not represent 
Christianity anymore than Muslims who 
commit violence represent their faith. 
Fundamentalism in any religion is more 
about psychology than theology – a tortured 
mind as much as a misguided belief system. 
As time unfolds we are discovering that the 
crazed young man who perpetrated last 
week’s heinous crime was wrestling 
internally not with his religion, but with his 
own lifelong agitated and out-of-step 
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personality and perhaps his own sexual 
identity -- among other serious issues that 
have little or nothing to do with the basic 
tenets of Islam. 

 
  As followers of Jesus we have, as 
St. Paul reminds us today, clothed ourselves 
with Christ Jesus. As people who are 
possessed by our dream of the Kingdom of 
God we look at the world differently. We 
take up our cross daily and follow the path 
of Christ, who came to offer himself for the 
life of the world. He revealed that the power 
of God is not force; it is the gentle 
persuasiveness of love.  He unleashed the 
Spirit that changes human hearts and points 
us in the direction of the Reign of God. If 
figures carved in stone at a museum 
exhibition can evoke the depth of emotions 
of grief and sadness, how much more should 
the real bodies of flesh and blood – God’s 
children, our bothers and sisters  -- move us 
to action on behalf of acceptance, non-
violence and toleration, and all the gospel 
values that mark us as members of the Body 
of Christ.  

Father John Kasper, OSFS 


