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33rd Sunday of Ordinary Time 
Cycle C, 11.13.16 

Malachi 3:19-20; 2 Thessalonians 3:7-12;   
Luke 21:5-19 

 
COME BY HERE, LORD, 

AND MAKE NEW 
 I’m at a loss today, in light of the 
election results on Tuesday, as to what to 
say to you that might offer insight or 
encouragement. Today’s scriptures, filled as 
they are with images of gloom and doom, 
only seem to add fuel to the fire – these 
descriptions of the Temple in ruins and a 
day of judgment that ends in destruction.  I 
sat at a dinner table on Thursday evening 
with a psychiatrist whom I had just met. He 
spoke at length about the anxiety his patients 
were reporting over the last few months of 
this contentious presidential campaign. A 
priest friend of mine who’s a pastor at one 
of Oakland’s poorer parishes talked to me 
about his conversation with the Principal of 
their Catholic elementary school. Most of 
the students are Latino; even the youngest 
children, she told him, were filled with fear 
and anxiety, wondering what might happen 
to their parents and to them if campaign 
promises of deportation are carried out. Her 
heart was broken for them. A short text 
message from a parish staff member on 
Tuesday evening simply said: First time I 
cried over the results of an election.  

 
 When I’m at a loss for words, poetry 
often speaks to my heart, like the words of 
this poem by scripture scholar Walter 
Brueggemann.  It's called "The Noise of 
Politics," and it expresses -- in a prayerful 
way -- this ambiguity and necessity of 
politics, and the mix of our hopes, fears and 
faith: 

We watch as the jets fly in 
     with the power people and 
     the money people, 
     the suits, the budgets, the billions. 
We wonder about monetary policy 
     because we are among the haves, 
and about generosity 
     because we care about the have-nots. 
By slower modes we notice 
   Lazarus and the poor                                 
arriving from Africa, 
   and the beggars from Central Europe, and 
   the throng of environmentalists 
     with their vision of butterflies and oil 
     of flowers and tanks 
     of growing things and killing fields. 
We wonder about peace and war, 
     about ecology and development, 
     about hope and entitlement. 
We listen beyond jeering protesters and 
     soaring jets and 
   faintly we hear the mumbling                           
of the crucified one, 
   something about 
     feeding the hungry 
     and giving drink to the thirsty, 
     about clothing the naked, 
     and noticing the prisoners, 
     more about the least                                             
and about holiness among them. 
We are moved by the mumbles of the gospel, 
   even while we are tenured in our privilege. 
We are half ready to join the choir of hope, 
half afraid things might change,                   
and in a third half of our faith                   
turning to you, 
     and your outpouring love 
     that works justice and 
     that binds us each and all to one another. 
So we pray amidst jeering protesters 
     and soaring jets. 
   Come by here and make new, 
     even at some risk to our entitlements. 
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 Ministering during the turbulent 
period of reconstruction after Jewish exile in 
Babylon in the 5th century B.C., the prophet 
called Malachi (the name translates to “my 
messenger”) was certain that his people had 
somehow lost sight of God or were looking 
for God in the wrong places. They were 
rebuilding their temple, but their lives were 
in shambles. Malachi minced no words in 
pointing a finger of blame – the spiritual 
malaise of the clergy, the leaders who 
allowed the people’s faith to grow lax and 
secularism to creep into their religion, the 
ever-growing discrepancy between the rich 
and the poor.  To grab the attention of all 
and to refocus the eyes of his people on 
God, Malachi took a harsh tone and warned 
that, on the Day of the Lord, everything 
would be reversed. 

 When Jesus came on the scene 
conditions weren’t any different. Like the 
Old Testament prophets before him, he 
announced God’s Kingdom and a new order 
that God would establish. He invited his 
disciples to participate in this re-building. 
As followers of Jesus we are in transition 
from the world as we know it to the world of 
the Kingdom (the Reign) of God. For those 
who are overly invested in things as they 
are, the thought of it coming to an end is a 
disaster. But for the Christian, thoughts of 
the end of things is about God acting to 
establish his Kingdom through the defeat of 
evil. Psalm 98 says that God “is coming to 
judge the earth with righteousness and the 
peoples with equity.”  The coming judgment 

is a promise of hope, not destruction. We 
hope for humanity to turn to being good, to 
loving our neighbor, to nurturing the life of 
all creation. The work of the Church is to act 
in ways that encourage hope, not to create 
despair, not even to fear over evil because 
God’s love and grace will eventually 
conquer all things. 
 The Church has an important role to 
play as the next four years of a new 
presidency unfold. It must offer clear and 
vigorous moral guidance, not limiting itself 
to any single issue, but addressing all the 
issues that affect the quality of people’s 
lives -- immigration, racial discrimination, 
international peace and social welfare. The 
Church must stand firm in rejecting any 
return to the insults, misogyny and 
devaluation of human dignity that 
characterized much of this campaign’s 
rhetoric. The Church must also offer the 
wisdom of Catholic social teaching to help 
shape proposals for addressing legitimate 
concerns about economic stagnation among 
those whom globalization and technology 
have left behind, without scapegoating the 
poor or retreating into isolationism and fear 
of those whose color or religion is different 
than ours. Even more than our public moral 
witness, as members of the Church each of 
us must find practical solidarity with our 
political opponents, sharing worship and 
conversation and the works of mercy. That 
is both more difficult and more costly than 
simply adopting better political positions, 
but it offers the hope of reconciliation, not 
merely the prospect of electoral victory.  
 I’m proud of all of you as a parish 
family for coming together, no matter what 
your political persuasion, and supporting the 
mandate of the Gospel, the works of mercy, 
the mission of Jesus in making this world a 
better place: last weekend in bringing warm 
clothing and blankets for the homeless; this 
weekend in learning about and offering your 
support to Contra Costa Interfaith Housing 
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(CCIH) and helping the homeless have an 
opportunity for permanent housing; next 
weekend in your support for the Catholic 
Campaign for Human Development 
(CCHD) whose mission is to address the 
root causes of poverty through the support 
of community-controlled self-help 
organizations throughout the East Bay. 
These are some of the most effective ways 
we can counter the division that has pushed 
people apart. This is the pathway to the 
world’s reconstruction that Jesus calls for in 
the gospel – by living lives transformed by 
love and mercy -- even here… even now.  

 
Fr. John Kasper, osfs 

 


