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Feast of Pentecost 
Cycle A, 6.4.17 

Acts 2:1-11/1 Corinthians 12:3-7,12-13 
John 20:19-23 

 
THE SPIRIT’S ADVICE: 

DON’T QUIT; KEEP PLAYING! 
 The Holy Spirit brings many gifts to 
assist us in our daily living. Consider the 
fearful disciples locked up in a room, as 
we’re told in today’s gospel. Once Jesus 
breathes on them the breath of the Holy 
Spirit they become bold, even brazen, in 
their proclamation of the Gospel and their 
witness to the resurrection of Jesus. One of 
the Spirit’s greatest gifts to us is 
encouragement. 
 
 The story is told about a mother who 
wanted to encourage her young son's 
progress on the piano, so she took her boy to 
a concert featuring the renowned pianist, 
Paderewski.  After they were seated, the 
mother spotted a friend in the audience and 
walked down the aisle to greet her. Seizing 
the opportunity to explore the wonders of 
the concert hall, the little boy got out of his 
seat and eventually explored his way 
through a door marked "NO 
ADMITTANCE." 

 
 When the house lights dimmed and 
the concert was about to begin, the mother 
returned to her seat and discovered that the 
child wasn’t there. Suddenly, the curtains 
parted and spotlights focused on the 
impressive Steinway piano on stage.  In 

horror, the mother saw her little boy sitting 
at the keyboard, innocently picking out 
"Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star." At that 
moment, the great piano maestro made his 
entrance, quickly moved to the piano, and 
whispered in the boy's ear, "Don't quit. Keep 
playing." Then leaning over, Paderewski 
reached down with his left hand and began 
filling in a bass part.  Soon his right arm 
reached around to the other side of the child 
and he added a running obbligato.  
Together, the old master and the young 
novice transformed a frightening situation 
into a wonderfully creative experience.  The 
audience was mesmerized. 
 That's the way it is with God’s Holy 
Spirit.  What we can accomplish on our own 
is hardly noteworthy.  We try our best, but 
the results aren't always or exactly graceful 
flowing music.  But with the hand of God -- 
by the Spirit’s ‘force’ -- our life's work truly 
can be beautiful.  Next time you set out to 
accomplish great feats, listen carefully.  You 
can hear the voice of God’s Spirit, 
whispering in your ear, "Don't quit.  Keep 
playing." Feel the loving arms around you -- 
the life-giving breath, the warm embrace -- 
and know a strong power is there helping to 
turn your feeble attempts into true 
masterpieces.  Remember, God doesn't call 
the equipped; God equips the called.  And 
God’s Spirit will always be there to love and 
guide you on to great things. 
 We all need the reassurance of the 
Holy Spirit that our desire – for being a 
good husband or wife, a loving parent, a 
faithful friend, a trustworthy co-worker, a 
fair and honest employer, an enthusiastic 
community volunteer, a hard-working 
student, a dedicated parishioner -- are 
worthwhile. We want our efforts, however 
small or tentative, to be fruitful and to 
accomplish something that will be good for 
ourselves and for others. Each day I’m in a 
privileged position to see the workings of 
the Holy Spirit in our community -- so many 
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efforts that are bearing fruit yet still needing 
a boost from the Spirit. Our parish Outreach 
Committee, which you support through our 
quarterly Outreach Collection, are people 
who reach out to others who have lost all 
hope. Contributions to dozens of Contra 
Costa helping agencies bring hope to 
thousands. Each month letters come into the 
parish office from grateful program directors 
whose work can continue thanks to you. The 
committee and all these agencies hear the 
voice of the Holy Spirit: "Don't quit.  Keep 
playing."    

 
 The volunteers on the fundraising 
committee for our parish Capital Campaign 
for a new Community Center met this week. 
We need to strategize about how to raise the 
remainder of the necessary funds. The 
project is nearly shovel-ready, but the 
amount of funds we need is much higher 
than we anticipated when we began the 
campaign two years ago. It’s very 
frustrating, but in the face of the challenge 
they hear the Holy Spirit’s voice: "Don't 
quit.  Keep playing."  They know that 
without adding the Spirit’s power to our 
human efforts we won’t succeed in our 
endeavors. 
  Consider how disheartened the 
people of England must be, especially in 
Westminster, Manchester and now London, 
after three terrorist attacks in those cities in a 
period of a few months. Fear and anxiety fill 
their hearts and disillusionment over the 
good of humanity. To them the Spirit’s 
voice whispers: "Don't quit.  Keep playing."  
Never let yourself be defeated by hatred and 
darkness. Let your inner light still shine. 

 Consider the scientists who work on 
preserving our planet and protecting it for 
the next generation, and even Pope Francis 
whose most recent encyclical was on the 
beauty and goodness of God’s creation and 
the importance of climate control. Francis 
wrote: There are certain environmental 
issues where it is not easy to achieve a 
broad consensus. Here I would state once 
more that the Church does not presume to 
settle scientific questions or to replace 
politics. But I am concerned to encourage 
an honest and open debate so that particular 
interests or ideologies will not prejudice the 
common good. In the face of our 
government’s decision to pull out of the 
Paris Agreement the Holy Spirit’s voice 
whispers to us: "Don't quit.  Keep playing."  
Find new ways to preserve and protect this 
precious earth of ours. 

 To these folks and to all of us, the 
Spirit whispers in our ear: Keep playing! 
Don’t stop! God’s Spirit will add the bass 
notes and fill in our feeble melody with the 
obbligato -- and together we can achieve our 
heart’s desire and the dreams that urge us 
forward toward God’s kingdom. The Holy 
Spirit will always be there to love and guide 
you on to great things.  

Father John Kasper, OSFS 

 


