
ST. PERPETUA OUTREACH COMMITTEE 
MINUTES 

November 4, 2014 
 

Members Present:  Pat Snyder (Acting Chair), Ann Diemer (Acting Secretary), Anne Meyer 
(Treasurer), Mary Terjeson, Marj Ho, Ann Porcella,  Sandy Gritzer, Carol Weyer, Virginia 
LaFaille, Kitty Locke, Sharon Flower, Jerry Cole (potential new member) 
 
Opening Prayer: Pat Snyder opened the meeting with a prayer  for working against poverty.  
 
Speaker: Nancy DeWeese from Foster Family and Adoption Recruitment and Support Group 
spoke.  Nancy has recently returned to St. Perpetua parish.  Nancy is a neo natal nurse and she 
and her husband started taking in foster children when their own 4 children were between the 
ages of 6 and 14.  Nancy was at one time the President of the California State Foster Parent 
Association.  There has been a 40% reduction in the number of adoptions and foster parents so 
Nancy began focusing on recruiting new foster families.  More recently funding has improved 
and the County has added staff to work on recruiting foster families, so Nancy has changed her 
focus to supporting foster families.  This support includes arranging a monthly activity where 
foster families and children can meet others.  Events are generally for 100 to 120 persons and 
something fun for the whole family.  The needs her organization has are 1) financial donations to 
purchase new car seats for foster and adoptive families and 2) a location and assistance with 
putting events for foster families.  Currently there are 900 to 1000 foster children in the County 
system.  The group had a number of questions for Nancy and then thanked her for her 
presentation.   
 
Correspondence & Agency Updates and Speakers: Thank you’s were received from We Care, 
Meals on Wheels, Youth Homes and Friendly Place.  Joan provided a detailed updated report on 
Cambridge Community Center.  They seem to be doing better than when Joan originally visited 
them.  The facilities were better kept and staff was more positive.  Joan was pleased with what 
she saw during her visit.  Pat reported that the Anka sock program is underway again this year 
with the faith formation groups putting together packets of socks and toiletries for the  homeless.  
The Outreach Committee will fund the purchase of the socks.  Pat also reported that there will be 
a pasta feed again this year to raise funds for the Winter Nights program.  Julie Sabadinni and 
Monica Chappel are organizing. 
 
Financial Report:  Anne Meyer reported the September balance in the Outreach account to be 
only $2382.17.    It was agreed to draw down the balance by $1000 to save funds for Anka socks 
($900), Buzz Sherwood ($100), and Shelter Dinner ($300).  These was a  discussion about 
whether to add the Foster Family organization to the charities being funded.  All agreed it is a 
worthy charity and should be given some priority because it is led by a parishioner.  The Foster 
family organization will be added to the charities supported and it was agreed that an initial 
donation of $500 would be made this month.  These funds are generally used to purchase car 
seats for adoptive and foster families, as reported in previous section of the minutes.  Pat asked 
the group if anyone would like to volunteer to be the liaison for the foster family organization 
and Sharon Flowers indicated she would like to.  The other $500 donation will be made to 
Loaves and Fishes who are next up in the rotation. 
 
Action Item:  Anne Meyer to request checks for the designated charities and have them mailed. 
 



Food Basket and Christmas Food Drive:  The food collection in October was successful with 
33 bags of food delivered to Monument Crisis Center.  The November 9/10 collection will focus 
on Masa Farina/sugar/flour and oil.  There was a discussion of the Christmas Food Drive.  Sandi 
Gritzer and Carol Weyer have already prepared the flyer and bags and they are in the ushers 
closet.   Dates for the drive will be December 6th and 7th for Monument and December 13th and 
14th for St. Vincent de Paul.  The bags will be handed out Thanksgiving weekend and any 
remaining bags on December 6th and 7th.  A sign up sheet was passed out to ensure that 
individuals are available to hand out bags at the November masses.  The December signups will 
take place at December Outreach Committee meeting.  There was also a discussion of when 
sorting would take place….generally 9:00 on Monday following collection in the church hall. 
 
Action Item:  All to assist at masses in November as necessary to move food items to hall from 
food drive and to hand out bags for Christmas food drive. 
 
Blue Barrel:  There was a discussion of the next Blue Barrel which will be conducted during 
Lent….in late February or early March.  One idea being discussed was suitcases for foster youths 
but further investigation determined that there is not adequate storage at a typical foster home or 
group home for suitcases.  After further discussion and brainstorming the group reached 
consensus that collecting prom attire for foster children would be a fun blue barrel and 
something different.  It was noted that clothing racks will be needed so that clothing is not 
damaged after receipt.  Further discussion will take place at next meeting. 
 
Shoes that Fit:  The first request for shoes came in from Los Medanos in October for 49 pairs 
and all names were picked up and the last pair of shoes was received this week.  It took two 
weekends for all cards to be picked up, which is a bit slower than previously.  Perhaps because 
there were more names of children needing shoes.  Marj also discussed whether socks should be 
included and, after some discussion, it was decided that we should not complicate the process at 
this time but perhaps reconsider in the future.  
 
Publicity: Sandy Gritzer took note of the publicity announcements for the bulletin.   
 
Action Item:  Sandy to supply announcements to office for bulletin. 
 
Shelter Dinner Update:  The November meal will be prepared and served by the St Perpetua 8th 
grade class. 
 
Concluding Prayer: Pat Snyder asked the group to join her in an Our Father. 
 
Next Outreach Meeting: December 2, 2014 
 


