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Malachi 4: 1-2; 2 Thessalonians 3: 7-12;  
Luke 21: 5-19  

THE PRESENT MOMENT…                               
THE FUTURE PROMISE 

  In my previous assignment each 
week as I would sign checks to pay the bills, I 
would often flag one or two checks and have 
questions before I would sign them. Usually I 
was not questioning the bookkeeper or the 
expense and its payment, but how it was 
notated. With regularity we would rightfully 
and thankfully be audited and my questions 
were almost always about making something 
clearer and easier to both understand and 
remember for us and the auditor when that 
day would come. It certainly made the audits 
easier!  

  
  As we face the end of the liturgical 
year the scriptures today exhort us to be well 
prepared for the day upon which each of us 
will face judgment, our own personal audit. 
Besides taxes, the only certainty in this life is 
that we all will someday die. Mindful that our 
God loves us deeply and wants our salvation, 
want us to spend eternity with Him, we do 
not have to fear death and God’s judgment if 
we have lived life well, that is if we have lived 
a holy life and have kept busy practicing our 
faith and rather than being busybodies.  
  In today’s gospel, when the people of his 
day sought some reassurance about what 
the future would hold, Jesus tells them and 
tells us to live faithfully now so that we will 

be prepared for whatever the future holds. 
Living faithfully means that we persevere. To 
do anything faithfully we must be willing to 
stick with it through the good and the bad, 
through the easy and through the difficult. 
Living our daily lives faithfully means we 
choose to embrace whatever comes our 
way, responding well and living in each 
moment without backing away. We do not 
get caught up in nostalgia or uncertain 
predictions of the future. Faithfulness now in 
this present moment is what prepares for all 
of the coming events of our lives.  
  What Jesus says about the future is 
that it will include both good and evil times. 
We may have both gladness and suffering. 
We may have both abundance and times of 
need. We may at times be profoundly 
supported and at other times abandoned or 
even betrayed. We may have times of 
blessing and also times of persecution. Jesus 
does not predict the future any more clearly 
than that. Fearing the future is generally 
useless; especially since many or most of the 
things we fear never come to pass. What we 
need is faith and to examine where we are 
placing our trust.   

  
  All the monuments and grand 
edifices and peaks of success we construct 
and achieve in this life will be destroyed by 
others, eroded away to oblivion by time or 
forgotten when we descend into the valleys. 
The gospel today calls us to live in the 
present moment in faithfulness and love. 
Doing this is our training and our preparation 



for the future. Only if we live well now will 
we be ready for whatever the future brings. 
Our perseverance in faith to God and to one 
another will be our saving grace. 
Perseverance with hope is what secures our 
future; not anxious living.  
  Christ invites us as disciples not to a 
life of laziness, wherein we take advantage of 
the kindness of others, but to an active life in 
which we engage the world. Our work and 
our use of our God-given gifts ought to be an 
expression of who we are and should 
contribute something meaningful and 
positive to the world, no matter how small or 
seemingly insignificant it may be.  

  
  We are called in all our efforts to 
make the world a better place, to make the 
world a little closer to the way God would 
have things to be, to make the world a little 
closer to the coming of God’s reign in all its 
fullness. We can always leave our little 
corner of the universe a little better than 
how we found it! If we are not helping we are 
probably either hindering the efforts of 
others or being part of the problem!  
  Francis de Sales understood our very 
reason for being alive on the earth is to 
receive and to carry our sweet Jesus: on our 
tongues in telling people about Him; in our 

arms, in doing good works; on our shoulders, 
in carrying His yoke, the dryness and sterility 
he sometimes sends in both our interior and 
exterior senses. And in the abundance and 
richness with which we are sometimes 
blessed.  
  Isn’t it interesting that in the 
presence of Jesus, in the presence of God 
made flesh, the people with Jesus are more 
interested in the ornamentation of the 
temple building than in Jesus? Caught up in 
the beauty of the temple they are blinded to 
the beauty of God with them. As Catholics 
we speak of the presence of Christ in the 
mystical and in the real body of Christ. We 
find Christ truly present in the consecrated 
bread and wine and in the church, the 
members of his body.  

  
Only if with eyes of faith we can see Jesus 
present both in the mystical and in the real 
body of Christ can we really see Jesus. With 
God’s grace may we live Jesus, following the 
example he gave to us. May we live well now 
so as to be prepared for whatever may come 
our way. And nourished by the real presence 
of Jesus may persevere in the practice of our 
faith. May God be blessed.  
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