
          

32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Cycle C, 11.10.19 

2 Maccabees 7:1-2,9-14; 2 Thessalonians 2:16-3:5;  
Luke 20:27-38 

WE ARE CHILDREN OF THE RESURRECTION 
The scriptures today invite us to look at that 
one reality that faces all of us – death. It’s 
appropriate for this time of the year, as 
leaves fall to the ground and flowers in the 
yard wilt and fade away, as the days get 
darker earlier and the earth herself 
prepares for its colder and quieter seasonal 
change. Both the Old Testament and the 
gospel confront us with stories about death: 

 
one, quite brutal and dramatic – these 
seven brothers and their mother who 
refuse to break God’s law even though they 
know the dire consequences; one, quite 
hypothetical -- as the Sadducees, an upper 
crust party of Judaism, try to trap Jesus with 
a bogus question about what would happen 
to the woman and her seven husbands 
when they end up in the afterlife. Will she 
have to cook and clean for all of them? 
Their intention was to ridicule Jesus and all 
those who believed in the resurrection. 

Since you and I do believe in the 
resurrection we can be thankful that our 
faith gives insight and meaning to one of 
the most profound questions that life will 
ever pose to us: How do I face death? I 
found some keen insight in a film from a 
few years back which poses the same 
question? The movie is “Gravity”-- starring 

Sandra Bullock and George Clooney – a 
thriller that pulls you into the infinite and 
unforgiving realm of deep space. Bullock 
plays Dr. Ryan Stone, a brilliant medical 
engineer on her first space shuttle mission, 
with veteran astronaut Matt Kowalski 
played by Clooney.  

 
On a seemingly routine spacewalk, 

as they’re making repairs on the outside of 
their space shuttle, disaster strikes. A storm 
of massive space debris destroys the 
shuttle, leaving Stone and Kowalski 
completely alone. As their characters 
develop during this time of fear and 
desolation, Stone talks to her fellow 
astronaut about her young daughter's tragic 
death and Kowalski tries to comfort her and 
talk her through the ordeal of facing her 
tragedy. She says the best part of being in 
space for her is the quiet and the chance to 
be far from the earth where she has to face 
the truth of her loss. 

The two astronauts have to leave 
their now inoperable station and try to 
connect with an abandoned Russian space 
station. In their attempt, Kowalski who is 
tethered to Stone realizes that Stone can 
only survive if he detaches himself from 
her. Despite her protests, he lets go and 
drifts off into space and certain death. The 
words of John’s gospel come to mind: 
Greater love has no one than to give one’s 
life for one’s friends.  Finally, Stone finds a 
way to get inside the Russian space station, 
but to her chagrin, she discovers that 
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there’s no fuel in the Soviet pod that she 
hoped would return her to earth and that, 
certainly, she is doomed. The whole time, 
her anxiety building, she’s talking to herself. 
On the Russian instrument panel she spies a 
small icon of St. Christopher, Patron of 
Travelers. She ruminates aloud the 
beginnings of a prayer. But then she stops. 
Wistfully, she says: I wish somebody would 
have taught me how to pray. 

 
For me it was a poignant but sad 

moment in the film. Here she was, a 
brilliant female astronaut, surrounded by 
the grandeur of God’s universe, facing what 
were her final hours, but unable to 
comprehend or even imagine the 
transcendent world unfolding before her, 
no belief in “resurrection to life.” The 
technology which the film celebrated is 
useful and beautiful, but it can’t save us, 
and it can’t provide the means by which we 
establish real contact with one another. The 
key that most effectively opens the door to 
the reality of God is nothing other than the 
self-forgetting love that Kowalski’s 
character displayed when he sacrificed his 
own life for his partner. 

In these last weeks of the Church 
Year – this month of All Souls and All Saints 
– we’re given the opportunity to reflect 
together on the fact that this world is not 
the only life God gives us. We’re pilgrims on 
a journey, travelers on a road that leads 
beyond this place. If we lose sight of our 
destiny, of our true and eternal home, we 

can easily succumb to every wind that 
blows around and within us. Every problem 
becomes a crisis and every setback sends us 
spinning into depression. 

Our faith invites us to see life as 
something bigger than ourselves. We’re 
here “for a good time, not a long time” as a 
song once sang. We can take a ‘devil-may-
care’ attitude toward ourselves and 
towards life because we believe that God 
cares and will always be there for us. We 
don’t dread the “end” because, for people 
of faith, it’s merely one more adventure -- 
perhaps the greatest adventure. Death is 
the chance to break out of the limitations of 
this world. It may seem to lead to physical 
extinction, but the Lord assures us it’s a 
passageway into a richer, a more satisfying 
experience.

 
How then can we as believers face 

death and how can our traditional belief in 
the afterlife and the resurrection help us to 
live each day more fully? The Word of God 
today has something to offer us. First, the 
Book of Maccabees challenges us to have 
courage in the face of struggle. The seven 
brothers and their mother went to their 
death proclaiming unwavering faith in the 
God of Israel. Death no longer wields the 
final blow; it can truly become a passage to 
a fuller life. G. K. Chesterton once said of 
our Catholic faith that we believe life is too 
important ever to be anything but life. That 
life which is in us survives the tragic 
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breaking apart that comes with death.  And 
if God is with us in that final moment, surely 
the daily struggles and trials that we face 
can be lightened when we face them 
against the background of eternity. Second, 
St. Paul in his letter to the Thessalonians, 
assures us that we are people who hear the 
melody of the future. We can plan for the 
future -- a new job, a new home, our 
children’s security, a more just social order, 
world peace, an end to starvation, a spirit of 
greater change and renewal in the church, a 
fresh approach to government and 
leadership,  even in the face of our current 
political struggles – because we know that 
God will not fail us. We work with hope for 
a better tomorrow because we are 
absolutely convinced that God will fulfill 
promises and act on our behalf. 

 
Finally, the gospel of Luke today 

exhorts us to be dedicated to living fully ‘in 
the present.’ Just as Jesus would not be 
trapped by the Sadducees who tried to 
distract themselves from the real issues, so 
we need not become confused about the 
“how” of life after death. The belief in the 
hereafter begins through the love 
expressed here and now. The bonds of love 
that we foster and nourish each day, the 
causes of justice and peace that we uphold, 
the community of caring hearts that we 
build on earth are the surest and clearest 
testimony of the glory of a kingdom yet to 
come. Jesus didn’t say: “It” is the 
resurrection or “There” is the resurrection. 
He said: “I” am the resurrection. Our faith in 

the resurrection is confident love in the 
person of Jesus Christ and loving union with 
his body, the Church.  

As Christians we are hopeful people, 
for this life and for more. We believe that 
living well between birth and death means 
setting sights higher. When it comes to 
caring about the world and those around 
us, we rely on more than human knowledge 
and insight, on more than the wonders of 
technology. We rely on a hope that God is 
for us – in this life and in the life to come. 
To God, all are alive – the living and the 
dead. We really are sons and daughters of 
the resurrection! 

 
John Kasper, OSFS 


