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 On behalf of St. Perpetua Parish 
Community I want to extend our 
deepest sympathy to you, Robb, on the 
loss of your beloved wife. You and 
Bristow, Daric and Madden have lost 
the mainstay of your lives. Lauren gave 
physical life to your beautiful daughters 
and fullness of life to you. All of us here 
tonight hope that our prayer and 
presence with you will ease your grief 
and help you to renew your faith in the 
Resurrection of Our Lord. To Lauren’s 
parents and her brothers, Keith and 
Luke, and their families: our hearts beat 
as one with you as you bear the loss of 
your daughter, sister, aunt, daughter-in-
law and friend. May the memories you 
share of growing up together bring you 
consolation and peace.  

When words are difficult to 
come by, as they are tonight, I often 
turn to music or to poetry to provide 
understanding, insight and consolation. 
The poet John Donne wrote about an 
expansive compassion and a universal 
awareness of our union with all people. 
Towards the end of his poem he wrote 
the famous words: No man is an island, 
entire of itself;  every man is a piece of 
the continent, a part of the main.....  
Tonight this community of the Church 
and members of the many communities 
of which Lauren was a vital part gather 
with you and around you to assure you 
that you are not alone. You have many 
people who loved your Mom and your 
wife, and are here for you. The poet 
said:  All mankind is of one Author, and 
is one volume. Tonight we simply want 
to express that truth. 

Lauren’s dear friend Kate offered a 
moving testimony when she wrote:  

 
“Lauren was a beaming bright light—a 
light that shone through everything she 
did. She radiated such positivity and she 
always left everyone better than they 
were before.  Her girls and her husband 
were her world and she truly dedicated 
every second of every day to loving 
them. Family was everything to her.  She 
gave her heart and soul into making 
sure the kids of the swim community 
had nothing but an amazing and 
memorable experience. She loved life, 
loved new experiences, and embraced 
every day with a smile on her face. 
Lauren was an inspiring mother, 
devoted wife, and a selfless friend.” I’m 
certain that most of you here tonight 
could have written those same words.  

We were fortunate that St. 
Perpetua Church was among the many 
communities to which Lauren brought 
her dedication and participation. In an 
era when many people have lost 
interest in a personal expression of faith 
or lost confidence in the institution of 
the Church, faith in God and 
commitment to Christ were important 
aspects of Lauren’s life and focus. 

 
She took seriously the words of blessing 
extended over parents at the baptism of 
their children: You will be the first 
teachers in the ways of faith for your 
child; may you also be the best of 
teachers by what you say and do. The 
evening before Lauren went into the 
hospital she accompanied her children 
here to church for their Faith Formation 
gathering and religious instruction. 
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What Lauren said and did, her words 
and actions, her vibrant spirit and 
generous soul will continue to be 
incarnated in the lives of her three 
beautiful daughters whom she will 
watch over and guide from above. 

 
The scripture we heard from the Book 
of Wisdom offers such an appropriate 
description of a woman of faith: “She 
opens her mouth with wisdom, and the 
teaching of kindness is on her tongue. 
She is vigilant over the activities of her 
household, and does not eat the bread 
of idleness. Her children bless her; her 
husband praises her saying: Many 
women have done excellently, but you 
surpass them all.”  

As a woman of faith Lauren 
knew that each of us is a child of God, 
that each person is a dwelling place of 
the Holy Spirit. The “positivity” which 
Kate described was born from a deep 
and abiding faith that God is good, that 
life is worth living, that people are to be 
cherished, that each of us can make a 
difference in this world. As a woman of 
faith she professed her belief that we 
are people on a journey through this 
world to a divine destiny that is eternal 
union with God, a God who loves us and 
watches over us. In Matthew’s gospel 
Jesus said: “How often have I longed to 
gather your children together, as a hen 
gathers her chicks under her wings.” 
God’s love is like a mother’s love: 
compassionate, understanding, all-
embracing, and ever-forgiving,. Lauren 
saw her vocation as wife and mother as 
a sacred trust and a divine calling. Even 
though that vocation has ended too 
soon for all of you, it was lived to the 
fullest until the last moment of her life.  

Jesus’ words in the Gospel offer 
us consolation, not taking away your 
loss and your sadness, but reminding us 

that Lauren is safely in the arms of God 
whom she served. Jesus assures us: "Do 
not let your hearts be troubled. You 
have faith in God; have faith also in me. 
In my Father's house there are many 
dwelling places… I am going to prepare 
a place for you. And if I go and prepare a 
place for you, I will come back again and 
take you to myself, so that where I am 
you also may be.” Our Christian faith 
promises us that we will each take our 
place with the great communion of 
saints, all who have gone before us -- 
where the incomplete becomes 
complete, where the shadows are cast 
out by the brightness of God’s glory, 
where that which is unfulfilled finds its 
fulfilment and completion. 

Tomorrow at the Soda Center 
many of you who worked with, played 
with, ate and drank with and enjoyed 
many memories and good times with 
Lauren will have the opportunity to 
share your stories and offer your 
support to one another and to Robb and 
his family. Tonight, gathered around the 
Lord’s Table we recall the death and 
resurrection of Jesus and renew our 
faith in Jesus’ words: “I am the 
resurrection and the life; whoever 
believes in me, even if she dies, will live.” 
Let’s hold firm to the faith that guided 
Lauren throughout her life and gave her 
the grace and wisdom and spirit to live 
as she did – a bright light shining too 
briefly in our world. 
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