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SINGING WITH THE STARS 
THE ETERNAL SONG OF CREATION 
In the past few months I’ve been 

struck by some unusual things going on – not 
IN the world – but OUT of this world. The 
first happened in February when NASA 
(National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration) announced that its long-
lived Mars Rover (named Opportunity) 
finally died after exploring the surface of the 
Red Planet for fifteen years.  

 
The reason it was spectacular news was 
because when the Mars Rover landed on its 
intended designation in January 2004, its 
mission was supposed to be for 90 Martian 
days – which is slightly more than 90 earth 
days. Instead, it was able to continue for 15 
years providing NASA with fascinating 
insights about our planetary neighbor. Last 
summer there was a huge sand storm that 
blanketed Mars and knocked out the rover’s 
communications with its team on earth. Its 
last communication said: My battery is low 
and it’s getting dark! Well, it didn’t actually 
say that but the data it sent back indicated 
that it had no more power because it relies 
on solar power and the sandstorm blocked 
all light. 

Ironically, the resting place of this fantastic 
little space vehicle is a valley on Mars called 
‘Perseverance’. 

A couple weeks ago another 
phenomenal happening took place. The 
National Science Foundation announced 
that scientists at eight radio telescope 
observatories — stretching from Hawaii to 
Greenland to the French Alp to Antarctica — 
working together for the past decade, 
captured images of a black hole in our Milky 
Way. It’s the first photo of one of the most 
mysterious objects in the universe and this 
one was 55 million light years away. The 
scientist who announced the discovery said: 
We have seen what we thought was un-
seeable.

 
He compared it to being able to read the 
date on a quarter in Los Angeles when 
standing in Washington, D.C. The wonders of 
science and the glory of the universe God 
created should never cease to astound us 
and make us bow in humble gratitude that 
we are part of this unfolding wonder. 

This marvelous work of our Creator 
God continues to unfold with surprise and 
spontaneity and unanticipated discoveries 
that never seem to end. God is so much 
bigger, so much grander, loves so much 
more expansively and cares so much more 
intimately for each creature than what we 
dare to imagine. 



 2 

God acts so much more dynamically, 
unpredictably and affectionately with each 
of us individually and with the whole 
unfolding cosmos than we normally tend to 
recognize. I believe that the immensity and 
wonder, the mystery and extraordinary 
beauty of the universe and the phenomenal 
insights of cosmology, astronomy and 
evolution that we possess can help us today 
to stretch and deepen our experience of the 
paschal mystery of Christ – his life, death and 
resurrection which we have gathered to 
celebrate this Easter Day. 

Someone recently sent me an article 
in which the author critiqued Christians who 
have a narrow vision of God. He said: If 
you’re going to have a God, it may as well be 
right-sized. The world deserves this. People 
deserve a God who so loves the world, not a 
God who puts one country first over another; 
a God whose creation began without divides 
and borders and walls, because there is only 
a single interdependent community. As we 
all sang at one time or another… He’s got the 
whole world in his hands… This 
understanding of God isn’t always easy 
because so much of our identity is based on 
separating ourselves from others.  

It happens very early in life when kids 
begin to include some classmates and 
exclude others. It happens in the parents 
association at school and in the 
administrative team at work. Heck, it 
happens within the clergy of the diocese 
where cultural, language and theological 
differences separate into cliques the very 
ordained ministers who are supposed to be 
agents of reconciliation and promoters of 
unity. The expansive love of God and the 
divine dream for all of creation remains a 
goal for which we strive, even as we stumble 
in the process. We place so many limits upon 
God in our lives. Our experience of the Divine 
becomes static and predictable, our 

relationship with God small and confined. 
The new territory, this “Resurrection” life,” 
the unknown terrain to which the Spirit of 
God is always luring us, driving us, makes for 
an uncomfortable journey. We have to 
realign our life coordinates, and there’s 
discomfort and uncertainty in the process. 
But there’s also excitement and adventure. 

There are those who hold that vision 
of unity and we need to look to them for 
inspiration. We’re so lucky to be living in 
northern California – this amazing corner of 
God’s creation. We all know who John Muir 
is and we’ve all enjoyed the grandeur of Muir 
Woods in Marin County with its towering 
redwood trees and magnificent trails.  

 
Perhaps you didn’t know of Muir’s own 
mystical awareness of God’s active presence 
in everything. He wrote: the whole sky and 
the rocks and flowers are drenched with 
spiritual life — with God. Every particle of 
rock or water or air has God by its side 
leading it the way it should go? How else 
would it know where to go or what to do? 
Muir experienced that all creation and every 
creature, everything is in motion, flowing, 
always beginning, always being created, 
always fresh born. He wrote: “From form to 
form, beauty to beauty, ever-changing, 
never resting, all are speeding on with love’s 
enthusiasm, singing with the stars the 
eternal song of creation.” This is no “New 
Age” concept. I think St. Paul was touching 
on it in the brief section of today’s Epistle to 
the Colossians:  
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Brothers and sisters: If then you were raised 
with Christ, seek what is above, where Christ 
is seated at the right hand of God. Think of 
what is above, not of what is on earth. For 
you have died, and your life is hidden with 
Christ in God. When St. Paul urges us to seek 
“what is above” he’s not referring to the use 
of the Hubble telescope, but he is prompting 
us to understand Our Lord from a new Easter 
perspective.  

 
Earlier in his Epistle St. Paul does more than 
hint at Christ’s role in the cosmic plan of God 
when he writes: 

We look at this Son and see God's original 
purpose in everything created…. Christ 
was there before any of it came into 
existence and holds it all together right 
up to this moment. He was supreme in 
the beginning and—leading the 
resurrection parade—he is supreme in 
the end. So spacious is he, so roomy, that 
everything of God finds its proper place 
in him without crowding. Not only that, 
but all the broken and dislocated pieces 
of the universe—people and things, 
animals and atoms—get properly fixed 
and fit together in vibrant harmonies, all 
because of his death, his blood that 
poured down from the cross. You 
yourselves are a case study of what he 

does. At one time you had your backs 
turned to God…. But now, by giving 
himself completely on the Cross, actually 
dying for you, Christ brought you over to 
God's side and put your lives together, 
whole and holy in his presence. You don't 
walk away from a gift like that! 

And you haven’t… you’ve walked toward it, 
for you’ve come to be together with family 
and friends, with strangers and neighbors. 
You take in the Word of God which provides 
a framework for our daily living. You’ll share 
in the Eucharist – the very life of Jesus – in 
bread that is broken for you and a cup 
poured out for you as nourishment for your 
own vocations as husbands and wives, as 
parents, as sons and daughters, as brothers 
and sisters, as friends and community 
members. And you’ll leave here with a new 
sense of purpose because you realize how 
great is the power and glory of God who 
raised Jesus from death and promises us that 
same hope.  

Filled with the Spirit of the Risen Lord  
you’ll see yourself not simply  

as a passive observer, but as a partner 
in this cosmic dance and a believer, 

redeemed and renewed, 
in collusion with God in the ongoing act 

of creating the world anew. 

 
John Kasper, OSFS 

[with acknowledgement of Sr. Marcella Clancy, 
“The Gravitational Wave of God; 

Scientific insights deepen our Lenten journey. 
Celebration, March, 2019] 

 


