
Feast of the Presentation of Our Lord 
Cycle A, 2.2.2020 

Malachi 3:1-4/Hebrews 2:14-18/Luke 2:22-40 

ENCOUNTER THE LIGHT…                                
LET IT BRIGHTEN YOUR LIFE 

This weekend we celebrate the feast 
is the Presentation of the Lord. It recalls 
Christmas and the birth of Jesus. If there 
were a significant percentage of people from 
Latin America in the congregation, there 
would be at least fifty statues of the baby 
Jesus to be blessed, again, lying in front of 
the altar. This Feast once was called the 
Purification of Mary, remembering an 
ancient Jewish ritual wherein women went 
to the Temple to be prayed over after 
childbirth.  A custom which, by the way, 
continued in the Catholic Church up to the 
1950s in a blessing that used to be called 
Churching. 

 
 A number of years ago the Church 
renamed this feast from a Feast of Mary, the 
Purification, to a Feast of the Lord. Because 
Simeon called Jesus the Light of the Nations, 
this feast is also the day that candles used in 
the church are traditionally blessed.  It is 
sometimes also called Candlemas.  In the 
Eastern Church, this feast was called the 
“Feast of the Encounter”, the first encounter 
of the Old Testament, represented by 
Simeon and Anna and the Temple, with the 
New Testament, represented by the Lord.  
Jesus is presented in the Temple following 
the ancient Jewish laws.  In the New Law of 
the Kingdom of God, Jesus' own body would 
become the New Temple. 

 This feast is about every young 
mother and father and their new baby and 
their excitement, joy and gratitude.  That is 
what Mary and Joseph were doing when 
they walked into the Temple with Jesus.  
Simeon, like all of us, wanted to hold the 
new baby. When he does, a spirit of 
prophecy comes upon him.  He realizes that 
in this child he is in the presence of God's 
salvation, the Light of the Nations. 

On this day the Son of God is offered 
to His Father. This offering is beautifully 
represented with lighted candles to remind 
us of when Mary entered the Temple she 
was carrying in her arms her Son, who is 
Light of the world. Today when Christians 
carry lighted candles in our hands it is to 
testify that we, too, carry Our Lord in our 
arms as did Mary and Simeon as we present 
ourselves and the light of Christ within us to 
our God. 

 
 The story is told that one day at a Catholic 
school, a teacher set out a basket of apples 
in the lunchroom. A note was taped to it 
which read, "Please only take ONE apple. 
God is watching." Over on the other side of 
the lunchroom sat a basket of cookies. A 
note was also taped to it, scrawled in little-
kid handwriting which read: "Take as many 
cookies as you want; God is watching the 
apples."  
 As Coach John Wooden instructed his 
players: “The true test of one’s character is 
what one does when no one is watching.” 



The scriptures today invite us to allow God 
to refine us, to allow God to help us to grow 
into the women and men we are meant to 
be so we can present the very best of 
ourselves to God and let the light of Jesus 
shine in us and through our words and 
actions.  

 
 In the gospel we have the stories of 
two incredible people of faith and character: 
Simeon and Anna. Both were elderly but 
somehow neither had become discouraged 
by the tragedies and disasters that they had 
experienced in their lifetimes. In their years 
they must have seen and experienced 
sorrow, cruelty, selfishness, dishonesty, 
pettiness, crime, war, betrayal and all the 
other horrors which are part and parcel of 
our human existence. But they both 
nurtured hope by the practice of their Jewish 
faith and their hope sustained them. 
Through the refining fire and the fuller's lye 
their lives were transformed and they were 
able to prepare the way of the Lord and to 
encounter and recognize their savior in the 
temple.  
 The letter to the Hebrews is full of 
hope. We Christians can be hopeful because 
we have in Jesus Christ a high priest who at 
this moment and in every moment 
intercedes for us in the presence of God. We 
can be hopeful because Jesus understands 
our human existence firsthand. He suffered 
what we suffer. He was tempted and tested 

the same we are tempted and tested. He 
even experienced death. His resurrection is 
our hope and the remedy to the fear of 
dying. If we connect with him here on earth 
in the church, that connection cannot be 
broken by death and we, too, will rise with 
him. Jesus encountered people who were 
mentally ill, people who were chronically 
and terminally ill, prostitutes, tax collectors, 
thieves, terrorists, and all the sorts of human 
beings who were broken in some way or 
another. He reached out to all of them, 
offering them love and the assurance of 
God's love and forgiveness. In Jesus, God 
became a human being. We are created in 
the image and likeness of God and in Jesus 
our God took on our human form. 

 
 So as we celebrate Jesus as the Light 
of the World, like Simeon and Anna, let us 
diligently practice our faith so that we, too, 
may be people of good character. Let us 
nurture the grace we have been given that 
we may choose wisely and rightly. Let us 
submit to our trials and refining so that we 
may present ourselves without fear or 
embarrassment to our God and rejoice in the 
abundant love of our God and recognize and 
celebrate Jesus in our midst. May God be 
blessed.  
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