
            

5th Sunday of Easter 
Cycle A, 5.10.20 

Acts 6:1-7/1 Peter 2:4-9/John 14:1-12 

MAY THE ‘FORCE’ OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
GUIDE YOU ALONG ‘THE WAY’ 

In today’s Gospel, we see Thomas 
asking Jesus for directions to where Jesus is 
going. He says, “Master, we do not know 
where you are going; how can we know the 
way?” The inability of the Apostles to 
understand Jesus’ message is consistent 
through the four Gospels. They interpret 
Jesus literally and seem incapable of 
thinking on a higher, spiritual plane. Haven’t 
we all had a chuckle during a homily by 
Father John or another priest at the 
denseness of the Apostles? And yet, aren’t 
we a lot more like them than we want to 
admit? After all, who likes ambiguity? If you 
were to inquire about the way to St. 
Perpetua Church, you want to hear 
something like, “Turn off St. Mary’s Road 
onto Acampo, turn left at Solana, left again 
at Hamlin and right into the churchyard.” 
You would probably not be happy with the 
instructions you might receive from Yoda, 
the Jedi master in Star Wars, who might say 
something like, “There you want to be. Let 
the Force take you there.”  

But, as God reminds us in Isaiah, “My 
thoughts are not your thoughts nor are your 
ways my ways... For as the heavens are 
higher than the earth, so are my ways 

higher than your ways and my thoughts 
than your thoughts.” There is that word 
‘way’ again.  

In a similar manner, Jesus rebukes 
Peter saying, “Get behind me Satan! You are 
thinking not as God does, but as humans 
do.” So how do we make this transition 
from thinking and acting as humans to 
thinking and acting as God would? A dear 
friend of mine who is the rabbi emeritus of 
Temple Isaiah here in Lafayette, explained it 
to his congregation this way, “When you are 
in the sanctuary, you pray as if everything 
depended on God. When you go outside the 
sanctuary, you behave as if everything 
depends on you.” You behave as if 
everything depends on you. In responding 
to Thomas’ request for clarity, Jesus 
responds with yet another ambiguous 
answer by saying, “I am the way, the truth 
and the light...” I can only imagine the fog in 
Thomas’ head as he tried to figure out what 
Jesus meant. Jesus’ way is unconditional 
love, which he tried to make clear when he 
said, “A new commandment I give you. Love 
one another. As I have loved you, so you 
must love one another.”  

 So, the way to Jesus, to salvation 
and to eternal life, is through love—
unconditional love. Unconditional love 
cannot be reduced to formulae because it 
must manifest itself for us each day in every 
encounter, whether it be in expressing our  
appreciation to the clerk in the grocery 
store or the Post Office, or being patient 
with the stranger who is taking too long to 
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examine the produce as you wait six feet 
away. But Why? What’s in it for us? Jesus 
provided the answer to that question at the 
end of last week’s Gospel when he said, “I 
came that they might have life and have it 
more abundantly.” There is more to life 
than drawing breath and more to life than 
possessions. We have an abundant life by 
loving and it is at this point that we enter 
into eternal life. Jesus preached his 
kingdom in the here and now, so it is at this 
point that we enter the kingdom and there 
we remain when we transition from this 
world to the next. As Father John has often 
pointed out, we in LAMORINDA live in a 
relatively safe, affluent cocoon that is quite 
different than the world inhabited by 
people who live as little as ten miles away. 
Most of the time, it’s easy to be nice, even 
good. But as Martin Luther King Jr. once 
said, “The ultimate measure of a person is 
not where they stand in moments of 
comfort and convenience, but where they 
stand in times of challenge and 
controversy.” 

 
With the Coronavirus, each of us has 

been thrust into a time of challenge and 
controversy. When the crisis first hit, we 
thought we would rally together as a nation 
as we have in past crises. But sadly, the 
response to the Coronavirus has polarized 
according to the political divisions already 
existent in this country. As people of The 
Way, our response to this crisis must not be 

driven by political ideology, not by 
nationalism, not by race, not by personal 
gain, not by fear --- but by love. We must 
think of the victims and their families as our 
brothers and sisters. We must think of 
those who are out of work as our brothers 
and sisters and we must think of the 
business owners that are struggling to 
survive as our brothers and sisters. We are 
in unknown territory and there is no clear 
blueprint to guide us forward. But there is 
one guiding principle for us as followers of 
The Way and that has to be love. There is 
no other. Yoda might tell Luke Skywalker, 
“Surrender to the Force and the Force will 
guide you.”  

 
As followers of Jesus, we must surrender to 
the Holy Spirit and let it guide us. At the end 
of today’s Gospel, Jesus says, “Whoever 
believes in me will do the works that I do.” 
Let us pray that the Holy Spirit will guide us 
in that work. Amen! 

 Buzz Sherwood 
 


