
            

13th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Cycle A, 7.2.17 

2 Kings 4:8-11,14-16/Romans 6:3-4,8-11/ 
Matthew 10:37-42 

 
THE CHALLENGE OF DISCIPLESHIP; 
THE REWARD OF FAITHFULNESS 

“FREE CHECKING” the advertisement said.  
But then you found out that there was a 
minimum balance of $3500 that had to be 
kept in the account, an automatic deposit of 
your paycheck, and a mortgage loan with 
the same bank in order to qualify.  Fine 
print. “ZERO PERCENT INTEREST, NO 
PAYMENTS UNTIL JANUARY 2021” the radio 
announcer yelled.  But at the end of the 
radio spot a quick talking, low volume voice 
rattled off the conditions—“minimum down 
payment of $5000, subject to credit 
approval, limited time offer, limited to 
specially marked vehicles only, offer not 
valid in some states.”  Ah, the fine print, 
strikes again! 

 
 We’ve all been ambushed by the 
hidden costs, underreported risks, and 
exception clauses of contracts.  It’s enough 
to make us wary of any offer that sounds 
too sweet, promises too much, or tastes too 
good.  “If only someone would just tell the 
truth up front,” we say.  What a refreshing 
change that would be!  We want someone 
to tell us the upside and the downside in 
plain language, rather than tell us only what 
we want to hear in order to get us to sign at 
the dotted line and let us find out the dark 
side of the deal later.  We could deal with 
the tough truth, couldn’t we, if someone 

would just tell us about it early on instead 
of letting it surprise us later? 
 Well, for anyone who might who 
feel this way, there’s good news today!  
Jesus is the just the voice of truth we’ve 
been waiting for.  Our gospel text today is 
taken from his instructions to the disciples 
as he sent them into the world to extend his 
ministry of teaching and healing and 
reconciliation.  Of course, the disciples 
wanted to be successful in their work.  They 
wanted to please their Lord by bringing 
many other new converts into the faith.  
Who can blame them?  But Jesus, knowing 
this, gave very explicit directions about the 
way they should “sell” the invitation to 
become followers of Christ.  He didn’t want 
any fine print, fast talking, or bonus offers 
to sweeten the deal for would-be disciples.  
His kingdom would not be founded on sales 
techniques, performance bonuses, and 
commissions.   
 So Jesus gives his disciples the 
instruction that we heard at the beginning 
of the gospel today, a teaching that 
confuses and even irritates us: Whoever 
loves father or mother more than me is not 
worthy of me, and whoever loves son or 
daughter more than me is not worthy of 
me; and whoever does not take up his cross 
and follow after me is not worthy of me.”  
How’s that for an appealing offer?  You can 
only become a disciple of Jesus if you first 
clearly value his calling above every other 
relationship—even over parents or children, 
or the preservation of your own life!  Such a 
hard approach must have shocked the 
hearers in the first century, as it does those 
of us in the twenty-first century.  How could 
Jesus expect anyone to follow him when he 
demanded such a high level of 
commitment?  Isn’t a person’s family 
supposed to be our first priority in life?  And 
who can overcome that genetic 
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predisposition for self-preservation?  
Denying one’s family is austere enough, but 
to be willing to give up one’s own life too!  
That’s just what “taking up a cross” would 
signify to someone hearing that phrase in 
the first century. 

 So, Jesus told his followers to 
establish the Church and its message by 
telling the truth, straight up.  Jesus wasn’t 
being flippant about family or self-
protection in this shocking language. 
Actually, it’s the highest compliment --  that 
Jesus would select these relationships—
family and self—as the clarifying priority for 
His calling.  He deliberately chose the very 
highest, the most noble of all priorities in a 
person’s life to help underscore the 
supreme importance of counting the cost 
for our Christian faith.  These are the 
highest human values, but even those 
values must come second to the supreme 
value we must place on the relationship 
with God if we are to live and promote our 
Christian faith.   
 No one ever accused Jesus of 
making an “easy sell” out of Christian 
discipleship.  And they shouldn’t accuse His 
Church of doing it either.  If a person 
follows Christ, it’s not a life of ease to which 

you’re called.  But it is a life of great impact.  
It’s not a life that leads to the plush chair in 
the corner office with great retirement 
benefits; it is a life that may lead to an 
uncomfortable cross of sacrifice for others, 
an emptying of oneself for the world out of 
great love. Those sacrifices are expected of 
us in the day-to-day unfolding of life, and in 
this unusual time we’re experiencing, that 
commitment is required in seemingly 
insignificant ways. Yet, those small ways are 
our path to greatness in Christ: being 
truthful in our speech, considerate in our 
interactions with others, patient with 
members of our family, more faithful in our 
prayer for our world, more open to 
recognizing the need for conversion in our 
lives.  
 Throughout this pandemic many of 
us admired the leadership of Andrew 
Cuomo, Governor of New York, and the 
straightforwardness and honesty of his daily 
briefings. At his April 24th briefing, just 
before taking questions from reporters, the 
governor concluded by reading a letter he 
received from a retired farmer from 
Kansas.  

 
“Dear Mr. Cuomo,” began the letter, hand-
written on a sheet of yellow notepad paper. 
“I seriously doubt that you’ll ever read this 
letter as I know you are busy beyond belief 
with a disaster that has befallen our 
country. We are a nation in crisis, of that 



           3 

there is no doubt. I’m a retired farmer 
hunkered down in northeast Kansas with my 
wife who has but one lung and occasional 
problems with her remaining lung. She also 
has diabetes. We’re in our seventies now 
and frankly I’m afraid for her. Enclosed, find 
a solitary N95 mask, left over from my 
farming days. It has never been used. If you 
could, would you please give this mask to a 
nurse or doctor in your state. I’ve kept four 
masks for my immediate family. Please keep 
on doing what you do so well. Which is to 
lead. Sincerely, Dennis and Sharon Ruhnke.”  

A visibly moved Governor Cuomo 
said as he held the mask: “A farmer in 
northeast Kansas. His wife has one lung and 
diabetes. He has five masks. He sends one 
mask to New York for a doctor or nurse, 
keeps four masks. You want to talk about a 
snapshot of humanity . . . ? How beautiful is 
that? I mean how selfless is that? How 
giving is that . . . ? A simple face mask given 
to protect a doctor or nurse in a place far 
away but close to the heart mirrors the love 
that Jesus speaks of in today’s Gospel: 
generosity of heart and compassion of spirit 
-- a sign to all the world that God is in our 
midst.  

The Gospel “cup of water” can be as simple 
and ordinary as a face mask, but every 
kindness we offer, when given in the spirit 

of God’s compassion and mercy is a 
“prophetic” act of God’s presence in our 
midst. That’s the truth of the Gospel – 
upfront and honest. No fine print. But a fine 
life indeed! 

John Kasper, osfs 


