
            

16th Sunday of Ordinary Time 
Cycle A, 7.23.17 

Wisdom 12:13,16-19/Romans 8:26-27/ 
Matthew 13:24-43 

YIELDING TO THE STEADY MARCH                       
OF GOD’S LOVE 

In recent weeks several prayer 
requests have been made of the parish on 
behalf of parents and grandparents. A 
former school parent at St. Perpetua’s 
asked for prayers for her infant grandchild 
who has been having lots of physical 
difficulties at the beginning of the infant’s 
life. Another parishioner asks prayers for a 
friend’s five-year old who will undergo lung 
surgery on Tuesday. All of us are worried 
about and praying for wisdom as decisions 
are made for the beginning of the new 
school year in just a few weeks. What 
format will their academic learning take in 
order to keep them safe? Children are our 
dreams for the future. They hold the seeds 
of a new world that is emerging within 
them. It’s no wonder that we worry and 
become desperate when they’re sick, or 
anxious when their path encounters 
stumbling blocks. 

 
In his book Children and Other Wild 

Animals, the late author Brian Doyle writes 
about his son Liam’s medical battles. Liam 
was born with only three chambers in his 
heart. Little Liam required two operations 
before he was two years old. Doyle writes 
that both operations went by “in a blur.” A 
day after the little boy’s second operation, 

doctors told Brian he could try to feed Liam 
real food. Liam’s favorite food: peas. “So 
here I am,” the Dad writes, “feeding him in 
his hospital bed. The bed is cantilevered up 
at the north end so that he can eat. He is 
eating pea by pea. He’s awake and groggy, 
and each time a pea hovers into his 
viewfinder he regards it with sluggish 
surprise. He likes peas. I put the peas in his 
mouth one by one. His lips reach out a little 
for each pea and then maul it gently for a 
while before the pea disappears. Each time 
his lips accept the pea they also accept the 
ends of my thumb and forefinger for an 
instant. After thirteen peas he falls asleep 
and I crank the bed flat and kneel down and 
pray like hell.”  

   
Thirteen little peas are life support 

for a critically-ill little boy. They’re the 
means for his desperate father to make 
some meaningful, loving contact with his 
son. So many small, ordinary things in our 
days can be revelations of the love of God 
in our midst. We have so many mustard 
seeds that we can plant and nurture into 
safe havens for those we love. Simple 
“peas” that can express a love and care that 
moves us beyond our fears and grief to real 
hope. This is mustard-seed faith: to realize 
the presence of God in the smallest, most 
hidden moments; to ignite a spark of God’s 
light in the midst of unremitting darkness 
and pain; to reveal God’s mercy in focused, 
visible ways, no matter how simple or 
small. Mustard-seed faith is what will get us 
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through the challenges we’re facing during 
this difficult and unsettling pandemic. 

Are you aware that ninety-five 
percent of the universe doesn’t reflect light 
and is therefore eternally invisible, what 
scientists call “dark matter,” known only by 
observable effects? That’s astonishing! If 
ninety-five percent of what holds the 
universe together is invisible, so also is the 
dynamic movement of the Spirit carrying 
you and me toward an unfolding future -- 
both real and yet unseen. There’s so much 
more going on within and around us than 
we’ll ever be able to perceive. The unseen 
movement of Love is creatively holding 
everything together in ways infinitely 
beyond what we could ask or imagine. 

 
We’re being drawn and led by the 

pull of Holy Mystery. Divine Presence is at 
work in all of the complexities, uncertainties 
and crises swirling around us and our messy 
Covid world. Triune love -- the love of 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit -- continues to 
work even now in the midst of civil and 
political unrest. We’re not simply passive 
observers. We’re called to become aware, 
to develop a new consciousness and then to 
yield, to surrender unresistingly to this 
relentless, unimaginable love living and 
moving within us. That’s the prayer of the 
Spirit within us which St. Paul described as 
“inexpressible groanings.” That’s the 
Kingdom of God, the reign of Love, which is 
absolutely central to the message of Jesus. 

He spoke about it with a compelling 
passion, urging his followers to spend 
themselves in making it more present and 
alive. But he only spoke about the Kingdom 
in metaphor and parable and poetic 
imagery – like seeds and yeast -- to capture 
its sense of mystery. 

 
The kingdom is within, a hidden, 

silent presence of divine energy. The seed 
yields to its dying and the wheat flour to its 
leavening in order to grab hold of that 
kingdom. We’re called to yield to the steady 
march of God’s love bringing all to 
completion. The creating God is 
permeating, penetrating every creature, 
every particle, all being with the very 
energy of God’s own life. The Spirit’s breath 
is constant birthing, enkindling, bringing 
forth new and more abundant life. The self-
emptying love of Jesus and the mighty 
power of his resurrection still seeps into the 
universe, making all that exists fertile with 
the dynamic of self-giving love. 

These days it can be difficult to 
believe that God’s got the whole world in 
his hands – our virus-infected world and 
tension-filled communities seem anything 
but Godlike.  So our prayer is for courage 
and for hope. The great events and 
moments of life begin with small things — 
from simple beginnings life’s greatest 
accomplishments and journeys come to 
be. Humanity’s dreams of peace, 
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community and justice are realized, first, in 
the simple, basic and small acts of goodness 
and generosity offered by individuals like 
you and me. Jesus invites us to embrace the 
simplicity of “mustard seed” faith: the 
ability to see the potential in the smallest of 
things, and, by the grace of God, the 
courage and perseverance to unlock that 
potential.  

 
John Kasper, osfs 


