
            

26th Sunday in Ordinary Time                       
Cycle A, 9.27.20 

Ezekiel 18:25-28; Philippians 2:1-11;           
Matthew 21:28-32 

I GAVE MY BEST TO YOU 
 There was a very touching moment 
at the Democratic National Convention 
recently. Perhaps you saw it. Brayden 
Harrington, a 13-year-old boy, gave 
Democratic presidential nominee Joe Biden 
his wholehearted endorsement on national 
television. It wasn’t only the authenticity 
and charm of his youth that touched the 
heart. Brayden has a severe stuttering 
problem. The youngster was reading off of 
cards he said he marked up in the special 
way that the newly-minted presidential 
nominee showed him, in order to make it 
easier to read aloud. Biden had overcome 
the same challenge of stuttering when he 
was the boy’s age. He said he didn’t go to a 
specialist for help. It was his mom who 
would tell him: “Joey, don’t let this define 
you. Joey, remember who you are. Joey, you 
can do it.”  

 
Biden met with the youngster and shared 
the story of his own limitation and gave him 
clues to cope with his challenge. Young 
Brayden said: “I’m just a regular kid, and in 
a short amount of time, Joe Biden made me 
more confident about something that’s 
bothered me my whole life.”  

In so many ways each of us is a 
flawed human being. We work hard at 
hiding that universal truth, but we can’t 
escape it. Once you acknowledge your own 

struggles and limitations and failings, you 
join the vast sea of humanity and take your 
place, not as an exceptional individual set 
apart from everyone else, but as a member 
of the human race… one with all people on 
this earth… part of the beautiful tapestry 
God created us to be.  

 
Our gospel presents us with two 

flawed individuals who have a choice to 
make. How will I be… Who will I be… in my 
family and in the world? The first son was 
flawed because he shamed his father by 
saying “No” to his father’s order to go work 
in the vineyard. In the very public first-
century Palestinian world of the Gospel, 
their conversation would not have been 
private. They would have been within view 
and earshot of many villagers who observed 
him disobeying his father. The second son 
had done the honorable thing and said 
“Yes” to his father, as he should. But his 
flaw was evident when he failed to follow 
through on his public commitment. Jesus 
used his little parable as a way of 
unmasking the hypocrisy of the religious 
leaders of the time who paid only lip service 
to God, but whose actions revealed hearts 
that were inauthentic and self-absorbed.  It 
was the tax collectors and sinners who, in 
the end, listened to the call of John the 
Baptist to conversion of heart, and carried 
out God’s will. 
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 We can’t overlook the third son in 
today’s scripture who was sent to work in 
the vineyards -- Jesus, the faithful Son of 
the Father. He saw the slow but fruitful 
growth of the grapes in the field, seeds that 
had changed into plants... and Jesus called 
himself the vine, his followers the branches. 
He appreciated the quality of a good wine 
and saved a wedding feast by turning water 
into a fine vintage... when Jesus changed a 
potential social embarrassment into an act 
of delightful hospitality. He knew that the 
wine couldn’t be produced if the grapes 
weren’t pressed and crushed... and Jesus 
offered his own life to be pressed for the 
service of others.  

The blessing cup of wine that passed from 
hand to hand at his last supper with his 
friends became the life-blood that courses 
through you and me. He changes the 
worshiping crowd into the People of God. 
He changes the faltering and flawed sinner 
into a haloed saint. He changes the timid 
teenager into a determined disciple. He 
changes the suspicious mind into the 
believing heart. He transforms you and me 

into the Body of Christ... into the 
community of the Church. 

St. Paul’s admonition to the 
community of Philippi shows us the way of 
the third Son, the faithful One. In imitation 
of Christ we are to do nothing out of 
selfishness or out of vainglory; rather, 
humbly regard others as more important 
than yourselves, each looking out not for his 
own interests, but also for those of others. 
Only in that way will we be faithful to our 
Christian calling and bring honor to God by 
sharing in the humble service modeled by 
Jesus, who came not to be served, but to 
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for 
the many.  

 
At the inspiring funeral services this 

week for Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsberg, mezzo-soprano Denyce Graves, 
an opera singer admired by Justice 
Ginsberg, sang a beautiful tribute -- a song I 
had never heard before titled American 
Anthem. A powerful refrain framed the 
song with words of generosity and service 
that certainly described the tireless efforts 
and self-giving career of RGB,  but I felt it 
also echoed the words of St. Paul today and 
the image of Jesus who poured out his life 
for us.  
     Let them say of me/ I was one who 
     believed /In sharing the blessings  
     I received. / Let me know in my heart /  
    When my days are through/  
    America, America / I gave my best to you.  
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Add to the words “America, America” - all 
the other commitments to which you and I 
are called – family… vocation… the poor and 
needy… the community of the Church… 
When our days are through, will we know in 
our hearts, I gave my best to you? 

I learned a new word this week, a 
word that clearly states the one thing that 
prevents us from giving our best to God and 
to the world: solipsism. Its origins are two 
Latin words – Solus, meaning “alone” – like 
“solo” – and ipse, meaning “self”. Alone in 
oneself.  

When we are so caught up in our own 
needs and interests, when the cocoon of 
our own ego prevents us from sharing in 
the pain of others, when we set ourselves 
apart from others and isolate from 
community, we lose our identity as a people 
created by God to be in communion with 
and for others. We’re facing the effects of 
“solipsism” in our country today when, as a 
nation, many people refuse to work 
together and do what is necessary, even if 
inconvenient, to prevent the spread of the 
Coronavirus.  

The scriptures today call us to do 
more than change our minds. They call us to 
conversion, to transformation -- a radical 
renewal engineered and made possible by 
God’s grace. That transformation will bring 
a fresh energy flowing from the center to all 
the parts of our being: our words and 
deeds, our minds and bodies, our creative 
powers and our daily choices -- no matter 

what hold the external circumstances of our 
lives has on us. In Christ, who poured out 
his life for us, we receive the grace to pour 
out our lives and give our best to God and 
to one another. 

 
John Kasper, OSFS 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 

 


