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28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Cycle B, 10.141021 

Wisdom 7:7-11/Hebrews 4:12-13/Mark 10:17-30 

AMAZING LOVES THE VULNERABLE 
This scripture scenario is repeated in three 
gospels, Matthew, Luke, and as we hear it 
today, in Mark. Only Matthew’s gospel 
refers to him as a “young man,” but all the 
commentaries that I read about this passage 
use the same descriptor - the story of the 
rich young man. That’s how I like to think 
about him – young, inquisitive. He’s a seeker, 
like so many young people. He’s asking the 
“big questions” about life as he gets down on 
his knees before Jesus, recognizing that he’s 
in the presence of Someone special. He asks 
the most profound question anyone could 
ask: Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit 
eternal life?  

I wonder what prompted him at that 
moment to ask that question. Was he 
experiencing a crisis in his life? Did he hear 
Our Lord speaking about God’s kingdom or 
did he witness a healing miracle of Jesus? 

There’s so much to be admired about 
this fellow – his curiosity, his desire, even his 
boldness in approaching Jesus. I’m always 
inspired as I encounter a lot of those young 
seekers. Like last weekend -- the wedding 
was an exuberant celebration of a young 
woman who attended St. Perpetua 
elementary school. Now hearing that she’s 

pursuing a law degree in New York, it was 
hard to believe she was the precocious and 
bright-eyed first-grader at our school whom 
I waved Hi to on the playground twenty 
years ago. [Boy, talk about feeling old!] She 
and all her young fellow Dartmouth alumni 
celebrated her answer to a profound 
question she asked: With whom will I share 
my journey to eternal life? I pray that Ashley 
and Felipe will have a long and fruitful 
marriage as they bring to this world, to their 
family, their community and to the Church 
their very best. 

I encountered a lot of young seekers 
a few weeks ago at the funeral for the 24-
year old son of a parishioner. It was a heart-
wrenching experience to see the sadness on 
their young faces as they bid Adrian farewell 
-- hearts broken and eyes filled with tears as 
they bear-hugged each other – puzzled by 
the sudden and unimaginable loss, 
devastated by the fragility of life, their 
friend’s and their own. It was a profound 
experience at the interment ceremony at 
Queen of Heaven Cemetery, as Adrian’s 
fellow uniformed Marine reservists 
unscrewed their Marine insignia -- the eagle, 
globe and anchor pin -- from their white 
dress uniform hats and placed them in the 
niche where his ashes were interred. 

 
A piece of each of their hearts was buried 
with the ashes of their friend. In their minds 
and hearts, they must have been asking 
profound questions: Will we really see 
Adrian again? What is this eternal life that 
our buddy has supposedly entered?  
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Both, at the moment of a wedding’s 
ecstatic joy and at a funeral’s tearful 
sadness, I realized more profoundly what it 
means to be vulnerable in the face of love. 
That’s what happened to our young seeker 
in the gospel. He knelt before Jesus who 
looked at him and loved him. The dictionary 
definitions of the word “vulnerable” explain 
it in negative terms – “susceptible to physical 
or emotional attack or harm.” The word 
vulnerable itself comes from a Latin root – 
“vulnus” which means “wound.” Isn’t that 
what might happen when we open ourselves 
to another person? We take a risk. Will I be 
accepted or rejected? When we throw 
ourselves into our work, into our 
relationships, into your family living, you’re 
not guaranteed how things will turn out. 
Your vulnerability may leave you devastated. 
Most of us are afraid of being human, afraid 
of being vulnerable, afraid of exposing our 
own beauty, afraid of shedding our masks, of 
relinquishing our defenses, afraid of the only 
thing that can set us free. We are afraid of 
loving. 

Each week when we gather to hear 
the Word of God, we stand in the place of 
the young man in the gospel. We kneel 
before the Lord before whom we are all 
beggars of love and salvation. The words we 
hear are challenging, demanding -- like 
today’s: How hard it is for those who have 
wealth to enter the kingdom of God. No 
wonder today’s letter to the Hebrews 
describes God’s Word as sharper than any 
two-edged sword, penetrating even between 
soul and spirit, joints and marrow, and able 
to discern the reflections and thoughts of the 
heart.  God’s Word cuts us open, makes us 
vulnerable, invites us into places we may be 
reluctant to go. It opens us to the radical 
demands of Jesus and his penetrating look of 
love. Yet, it is the Word that can set us free – 
the Word that can give a bride and groom 

the courage to say “I do,” and can give a 
grieving family and friends the faith to say “I 
believe.” The Word we hear can give us the 
assurance to say with St. Augustine: Our 
hearts are restless, Lord, and they will not 
rest until they rest in you alone.  

 
The gospel story says that, after 

Jesus’ invitation, the young man went away 
sad. I want to believe that wasn’t the end of 
his story. I want to believe that, as his life 
matured, his experiences kept a longing in 
his heart, as it has for you, and he found a 
deeper purpose and that somehow, some 
day, he saw Jesus again, and Jesus again 
looked at him and loved him. And this time, 
instead of his face falling and walking away 
sad, he responded with love and walked 
away with joy in his heart and a smile on his 
face.  This time he heard the challenge of 
Jesus and the invitation of a poet: 

Dismantle the masks, mental games, 
grips and all other illusionary ways you 
might gather like wool to safely cushion 
your skin. Step into your world with all 
the truth, love and courage you can. 
Freedom comes after constriction. 
Sanctuaries crave the open-hearted. 
Amazing loves the vulnerable.  

In this Eucharist today, may the Lord look at 
you and me with love, and in love, may we 
smile back at him and leave this place eager 
to give God our all. 

John Kasper, osfs 
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