
            

 

6th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Cycle B, 2.14.21 

Leviticus 13:1-2,45-46/                                             
1 Corinthians 10:31-11:1/Mark 1:40-45 

THE CALL TO COMPASSION 
As wonderful and inspiring as the 

scriptures are, they’re often difficult to 
comprehend. Written centuries ago in lands 
and cultures that are so different from our 
own, we can find it challenging to relate to 
them. Take St. Paul’s instruction today to 
the Corinthian community: Avoid giving 
offense, whether to the Jews or Greeks 
or the church of God. The “offense” to 
which Paul refers is following certain dietary 
laws that make no sense to us today, as well 
as eating food that had been offered to 
idols which, again, isn’t a problem any of us 
face. The lesson Paul is teaching the 
Corinthians is that there are some things 
not worth fighting over. Following Jesus lifts 
us out of quarrels over petty issues, or at 
least it should. He’s telling them: I got over 
these things; you should too. Don’t sweat 
the small stuff. The glory of God and 
sensitivity to the consciences of others 
should be the driving force. Paul adapted 
himself to the needs of others, and so 
should anyone who is going to follow Jesus. 

 
So, while the circumstances of that 
community are vastly different, the 
message of toleration and consideration is 
as relevant today as it was two thousand 
years ago. The proof of that is in the 
tensions that exist within families and 

among community members over political 
division in our country, especially in the 
past three days during the impeachment 
trial of the former president. None of us 
considers our positions and perspectives 
trivial or “small stuff.” However, fruitful 
dialogue is a rare occurrence. Resolving 
differences between people and factions is 
a skill that few have mastered. 

The focus of the Old Testament 
reading from Leviticus and the Gospel 
passage from Mark both deal with 
something that might also seem irrelevant 
to us today – leprosy. In a prescientific 
world, where illness was believed to be 
brought on by some kind of sin, those 
afflicted with leprosy, which covered a wide 
variety of chronic skin diseases, were 
treated horribly. They were deemed 
unclean, banished from the community and 
required to keep their distance from others. 

 
Perhaps worst of all, their spiritual 

lives were impacted since they couldn’t join 
in public prayer in the Temple or 
synagogue. And anyone who had direct 
contact with someone or something that 
was considered unclean was thereby 
considered unclean. It was a harsh 
condemnation that meant isolation and 
quarantine far worse than anything we’ve 
faced in the past year of Covid restrictions.  

As I re-read the Old Testament 
reading and the Gospel I thought of a 



           2 

 

modern parallel that might give us some 
small insight into the world and the 
experience of the leper in ancient times. It’s 
the many commercials that I’ve seen for 
months advertising Otezla, Humira, 
Cosentyx and Stelara. People today do 
suffer from skin ailments of all sorts – 
eczema, acne, psoriasis, hives and shingles.  

 
Often the physical ailment is hidden under 
clothing, but other times it’s in plain sight 
for others to see and it can make an 
afflicted person feel uncomfortable, self-
conscious, embarrassed and not wanting to 
be around others. Fortunately, for many 
today, there are medicines that can lessen 
the physical effects, relieve the suffering 
and restore a person’s sense of wellbeing 
and comfort.  

When the man in the gospel 
approached Jesus, he was breaking all the 
taboos of social distancing, but he boldly 
approached the Lord and begged him to 
make him clean. Then, Jesus did what he 
wasn’t supposed to do: he stretched out his 
hand and touched the leper. For Jesus, filled 
with the compassion of God, human need 
was more important than ritual regulation.  

 
Here was a hurting person who 

encountered Jesus the Healer who changed 
his life and restored him to his family and 
community. No longer needing to hide in 
the shadows, the man newly released from 
his illness could loudly proclaim what the 
Cosentyx commercial says: “See Me!” How 
ironic that as the man openly announced to 
everyone the healing he received, Jesus 
chose to go off to a secluded place away 
from the press of the crowd and their 
misunderstanding of his mission.  

Today’s event occurred in the early 
part of Jesus’ ministry. Jesus knew that 
people would likely misread his compassion 
for the sick and mistake his mission as 
nothing more than that of a miracle worker. 
But, in reality, Jesus mission was to save the 
world, not simply cure the sick. Jesus had to 
know that this leper would struggle to 
contain his exuberance after so wonderful 
an event. Not only was the physical 
symptom eradicated, he was restored to 
the community. 
           Think of it. He could talk to people. 
He could give someone a hug! He could 
drape his arm around the shoulder of his 
best friend… and maybe it had been 3 
years, 5 years, 10 years since he was able to 
do that! It must have been like coming out 
of prison so, yes, it was hard, real hard for 
that person to keep quiet. This excitement, I 
think, is an important part of God’s 
revelation to us this morning. The healing 
that Christ offers is never just removing 
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some surface blemish, it’s a transformation 
of your spirit, a transformation that allows 
you to go back on the street, back to work 
and school, back to church and back to the 
family reunion with your head held high. 
Now that’s a lesson to take home with us 
today: No outer blemish, no embarrassing 
failure, no sinful mistake, no feeling of guilt 
or shame – no Coronavirus-- is going to 
keep Christ from reaching out to you and 
touching you; nothing will keep him from 
forgiving you and restoring you... restoring 
you to the community, your family and 
those you love. 

 
This week we mark the beginning of 

the Lenten Season. You may not be very 
eager to begin a forty day period of 
penance and renewal since we’ve been on a 
forty month journey of pandemic and 
restriction. Haven’t we made enough 
sacrifices to last a lifetime? Nonetheless, 
Lent gives us the opportunity to unite 
ourselves more deeply with the community 
of the Church, even as the virus forces us to 
keep physically apart – to feel the deep 
connection we have with Christ and one 
another and to extend that call to others 
who may have forgotten how loving is the 
healing touch Christ extends to all of us. 

John Kasper, OSFS 

 
 
 
 
 

  


