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 woman broke – that may be the little detail 
that brings the passion home to us this year 
as never before. 

Palm/Passion Sunday 
Cycle B, 3.28.21 

Isaiah 50:4-7/Philippians 2:6-11/Mark 14:1-15:47 

 

 
LOVE HOLDS NOTHING BACK 

BUT GIVES ITS ALL 

The story of Jesus’ final days, his 
passion and death on the cross is almost 
too much to take in: all the characters 
involved – Peter and Judas, the High Priest 
and the Roman ruler; the iconic settings – a 
large upper room, a courtyard, the hill of 
execution; the defining times – nighttime 
around a fire during the interrogation; nine 
o’clock in the morning - the moment of his 
crucifixion; the evening before the sabbath 
- the hour of his burial. Our gospel writer 
Mark even adds several small details – 
perhaps to catch our attention, perhaps to 
ground the story with realistic features. Go 
into the city and a man will meet you 
carrying a jar of water. That “jar of water” 
caught my attention. Now a young man 
followed Jesus… wearing nothing but a linen 
cloth. They seized him but he left the cloth 
behind and ran off naked. 

At least three times, Jesus had told 
his disciples that he would suffer and die, 
only to see how they avoided facing that 
reality. During the final week of his life, one 
of them would sell him out and the rest of 
the men would run and hide or openly deny 
knowing him. But during that last week, 
when danger was in the air and the 
powerful were planning Our Lord’s demise, 
one woman gave her all in an extravagant 
gesture of faith. Often the telling of her part 
in the story focuses on the complaint about 
waste and Jesus' response that she was 
preparing him for death. Rarely do we 
consider that her anointing was a symbolic 
statement that he was the Christ, 
“Christos,” a title which literally means “the 
anointed one.” She didn’t make this gesture 
while he was at the height of his power, 
when crowds flocked to him, or even as 
part of the cheering crowd as he entered 
Jerusalem. She anointed him as his fate was 
becoming ever more obvious, when fickle 

 
That “linen cloth,” his “leaving it behind.” 
What did Mark intend by including that 
detail? And then, the scene that begins 
Mark’s version of the Passion: A woman 
came with an alabaster jar of perfumed oil… 
She broke the alabaster jar and poured it on 
Jesus’ head. That alabaster jar -- the type of 
fragile stone jar used to preserve precious, 
imported perfume, which the unnamed 
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crowds were starting to blow with the 
winds, ready to join in jealous jeers 
demanding his crucifixion. Jesus himself 
explained that by saying she was preparing 
him for death. 

 

your trust in the One who placed his trust in 
God, especially when dark clouds 
surrounded him. With simple gestures of 
extravagant love, you’ve kept hope alive for 
your family and friends, for our community 
and our world. This Holy Week may we 
each renew our desire to live a deep faith 
that goes beyond understanding, a constant 
hope that nothing can diminish, an 
extravagant love that knows no limits. It 
could cost us everything, but isn't that the 
message of this holy week? Isn’t that what 
Jesus did for you and me? 

John Kasper, OSFS 

 

The anointing woman is the 
counterpoint to other disciples and to all 
those who refused to believe in Jesus' 
message. With one extravagant gesture, 
she professed her belief that he, the 
vulnerable prophet who was surely about 
to die, was indeed God's anointed one. By 
pouring oil over him, she proclaimed her 
faith that God was working through this 
man who taught that love was the only law 
of life. Most of the witnesses were probably 
astounded when she broke the jar of 
perfumed oil, worth more than three 
hundred days’ wages, rather than pour out 
just the amount needed for a simple 
gesture. Destroying it indicated that rather 
than hold anything back, she intended to 
allow its entire contents to flow over Jesus' 
head and down his face and over his body. 
She spilt her riches in a show of faith that 
wealth is worthless and God is not revealed 
through human power. 

 

 
 

 

This past year has been a passion 
story for each of you – so much has been 
demanded of you; so much has been taken 
from you. Your faith has been tested, yet 
you have remained faithful. Like the 
anonymous woman with the alabaster jar, 
you’ve held nothing back but have placed 


