
            

Holy Thursday: an outline to show the artist where the 
colored threads should go.  Mass of the Lord’s Supper 

Cycle B, 4.1.21  With that pattern at hand, the artist 
will have a sense of excitement as the 
picture comes alive. She can anticipate the 
completed work until it’s finally ready to be 
framed and hung on a wall as an object of 
beauty but also, in this case, a labor of love. 
During the Triduum, these sacred three 
days, Jesus is creating something beautiful 
for his followers, for us. The passion, death 
and resurrection of Our Lord is the 
framework within which you and I live our 
lives. The Triduum culminates Jesus’ life 
spent in love and service, courage and trust. 
These days affirm us as people of faith who 
have a direction to our lives, a language to 
use in sharing that faith and a companion 
on an often-challenging journey. In the 
Gospel of John, after his unusual gesture of 
getting on his hands and knees to wash his 
friends’ feet – an action that shocked Peter 
and the other disciples, Jesus said: “I have 
given you a model, a pattern, to follow so 
that as I have done for you, you should also 
do.” What is the pattern of Jesus and how 
do we imitate that pattern in a way that is 
life-giving for ourselves and for others? 

Exodus 12:1-8, 11-14/ 
1 Corinthians 11:23-26/John 13:1-15 

A PATTERN FOR OUR LIVING; 
A REASON FOR OUR DYING 

Someone had arrived at the parish 
office early for an appointment and 
decided, while she was waiting for me, to 
go to her favorite spot on our property – 
the Garden of Learning. When I went to 
retrieve her, she was sitting in a white 
rocking chair in Peter Rabbit’s reading 
corner of the garden, basking in the sun, 
admiring all the blooming flowers and 
exploding plants and working on a cross-
stitch project. She had only begun the 
handicraft and I couldn’t make heads or 
tails out of the little threads of yarn she was 
stringing through a mesh piece of material. 

She showed me the picture of the final 
product. It was a lovely old-world depiction 
of a piano in a living room with a colorful 
vase of flowers on it – for her son, she said, 
who’s a musician, and his new fiancé. With 
that pattern in hand she could see what her 
goal was, how she should weave the many 
colors of threads to create a picture of 
beauty. She won’t be as frustrated in 
putting in hours of tedious work – laborious 
effort, stitch by stitch, straining the eyes – 
because someone has designed a pattern, 

 First, we need to be conscious of 
what we’re doing in our daily work and 
vocation. The Gospel said: So, during 
supper, fully aware that the Father had put 
everything into his power and that he had 
come from God and was returning to God…” 
As Jesus was conscious of who he was and 
what he was doing and where he was going, 
we’re admonished to be clear about our 
purpose in life. God has given each one of 
us a number of personal gifts – talents and 
traits – to be used for the good of others. 
We find particular people and 
circumstances that surround us each day. 
This is where we start. Don’t let yourself get 
so distracted by the “what ifs,” or the “I 
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wish it could be different,” that you lose 
sight of the people and places that need 
you right now. There’s a lot of anxiety and 
uncertainty swirling around us, among your 
family or circle of friends. It has been with 
us for over a year, feeling more like an 
eternity. There’s terrible discontent in our 
country and in our topsy-turvy world. The 
insanity of one mass shooting after another; 
the absurdity and immorality of a political 
system that refuses to address gun control 
in the face of all the violence and death. 

 

We don’t mind doing menial tasks for our 
own children, but we might think it beneath 
our dignity when required by someone 
outside our circle or a stranger. Followers of 
Jesus should be known by the ease and 
spontaneity with which we do the little, 
annoying, messy things – the things which 
in the ancient world the slave would do; the 
things which in our world we always 
secretly hope someone else will do so we 
won’t have to waste our time or demean 
ourselves. Jesus admonishes us to follow his 
pattern of service: If I, therefore, the master 
and teacher, have washed your feet, you 
ought to wash one another's feet. 

 

The ugliness of racial discrimination that 
refuses to see each person as a child of 
God. It doesn’t have to rub off on you and 
me. Like Jesus, we can be “fully aware” of 
who we are, of the grace that dwells within 
and around us, and of the divine destiny 
that awaits us: we come from God and we 
are returning to God. God will give us the 
courage so that we can and must take a 
stand against the evils in our world that rob 
us of our identity as the People of God. 

 Finally, don’t resist the comfort and 
service that Our Lord wants to offer to you. 
It’s so difficult for self-possessed, self-
directed human beings to relinquish control 
over our lives and stand ready to receive 
the gift of God. No wonder Peter initially 
resisted as he said to Jesus: “You will never 
wash my feet.” Jesus answered him, "Unless 
I wash you, you will have no inheritance 
with me." To have Jesus as part of our lives 
and to know his power at work within us, 
we have to let him minister to us, to wash 
our feet and bathe us in God’s all-
embracing love, mercy, forgiveness, 
understanding and compassion. That can 
only happen through prayer, as we set aside 
our own agenda and make our sole focus 
rest on what God desires to offer us.  

 Second, no task is too humble in the 
service of the Gospel. Those of you who are 
parents and grandparents know full well 
what it means to get down on your hands 
and knees… to tie your child’s shoelaces, to 
clean up a mess of spilled baby food that 
tumbled onto the floor. The Gospel said: He 
took a towel and tied it around his waist. 
Then he poured water into a basin and 
began to wash the disciples' feet and dry 
them with the towel around his waist.” 
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Or, even better, bring your agenda to 
prayer. God knows our struggles and pains, 
our frustrations and our joys and he desires 
to be a part of us – every aspect of our lives 
especially when we need him during these 
times of isolation and frustration. We may 
not always follow exactly the pattern Jesus 
sets before us. It’s daunting and requires 
not a strain on the eyes, like cross-stitching 
does, but on our nerves and our will, on our 
heart and our energy. This Eucharist of Holy 
Thursday, however, brings together all the 
threads of our personal and community 
faith, and gives us a glimpse of something 
beautiful that’s patterned on the example 
of Jesus -- something that we can create 
together as we break the bread and humbly 
serve one another in love. 

John Kasper, OSFS 

 
 

 
 


