
            

Feast of the Body & Blood of Christ 
Cycle B, 6.6.21 

Exodus 24:3-8/Hebrews 9:11-15/                       
Mark 14:12-16, 22-26 

THE RIGHT PLACE AT THE RIGHT TIME 
The gospel stories are filled with 

little details that seem odd or unusual. 
Take, for instance, the passage about the 
miraculous catch of fish in the Gospel of 
John. It says that after fishing all night and 
catching nothing, Jesus told the exhausted 
fishermen to throw the net in the water 
again and soon Peter climbed in the boat 
and dragged in the net filled with 153 large 
fish. Really? Who counted them? Why 
“153?” Biblical scholars since the beginning 
of the Church have debated about the 
number and the significance of it? After 
centuries of various theories, the most they 
can say is: We really don’t know what the 
number means or why the gospel writer 
John included that unusual detail.  

 
We’ve got a situation like that in 

today’s wonderful telling of the story of the 
Last Supper according to Mark.  When the 
disciples ask Jesus where he wants to  eat 
the Passover meal with them,  he sends two 
of his disciples and tells them, "Go into the 
city and a man will meet you, carrying a jar 
of water. Follow him.” What a strange detail 
to include in our gospel story.  Jesus’ 
followers were Galileans, and here they 
were in the capital city of Jerusalem for the 
Feast of Passover. They wouldn’t have been 

familiar with the back streets of the big city. 
So following someone who knew the way 
makes sense. And the man they were 
supposed to follow, according to Jesus’ 
instructions, would have been easy to spot, 
since men didn’t carry water jars in that 
time; only women or slaves did that kind of 
work. If a man carried water, it was more 
likely in large animal skins, usually atop a 
donkey. So was this a secret signal for the 
disciples that Jesus pre-arranged with the 
man (James Bond-style) because Jesus’ 
knew his life was in danger? Follow that 
guy. He’ll take you to a place so no one 
knows where we are. In a city that was 
packed shoulder-to-shoulder with pilgrims 
in town for the Passover Feast, how would 
the disciples even find the man given the 
size of the crowds?  

 
All we really can say about that 

water-bearer is that he was responsible for 
making the connection, a divine connection, 
between the followers of Jesus and the 
setting where a life-changing and destiny-
shaping event was to take place – the Last 
Supper. They set off behind the man with 
the water jar, following him bewilderedly 
down unfamiliar passageways, arriving 
finally at an unknown destination in a 
neighborhood they’d never seen before. 
But once they climb the stairs to the Upper 
Room, they realize where they are: finally at 
home with God where they belong. And 
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thanks to the Spirit, the Water and the 
Blood, they can stay and share in this divine 
life.  

The gospels are neither history 
books nor biographies. They are testaments 
of faith that intend, no, demand, that we 
insert ourselves into those stories. In John’s 
gospel there are frequent references to the 
“other disciple,” described as the one whom 
Jesus loved, a nameless one. It turns out 
that he was a very special friend of Jesus. 

He was there at the Last Supper right next 
to Jesus. He was in the High Priest’s 
courtyard during Jesus’ trial. He was there 
at the foot of the cross when Jesus died. He 
was at the empty tomb and was the first 
one to believe that Jesus was alive. Then, 
when Jesus appeared to the Apostles after 
his Resurrection while they were fishing, 
this disciple, whose name is never given, 
was the first to recognize Jesus. 

It seems obvious. I think that 
whoever wrote John’s gospel deliberately 
left out the name of this special disciple, 

this faithful follower of Jesus. The author 
knew that people like you and me would be 
reading the stories about Jesus and he 
wanted us to put our names in that 
disciple’s place – to see ourselves as the 
beloved disciple whom Jesus loves. Perhaps 
Mark is inviting us to do the same. The 
anonymous person carrying the water jar is 
leading people to an encounter with Jesus 
that will forever change their lives. He was 
in the right place at the right time, 
positioned to be a divine connection. How 
have you positioned yourself to be a divine 
connection for others else, bringing them 
closer to the Lord, especially during these 
difficult months of separation when most 
members of the Church have been unable 
to gather for the Lord’s Supper? I’ve seen 
these “water-bearers” everywhere for the 
past fourteen months, creating spaces for a 
divine connection to occur, for people to 
encounter the face of Christ in compassion, 
love and understanding.  

I’ve heard about it in the parishioner who 
takes her friend to her chemotherapy 
sessions and walks with her each week so 
she can unburden her heart as they enjoy 
fresh air and beautiful scenery. I’ve 
watched it in the encouraging faces of the 
parents who have picked up their children 
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from school each day, playing the roles of 
chauffer and cheerleader, tutor and 
physician for them. I know it happens with 
parishioners who take the Eucharist to the 
sick and homebound, and those in senior 
facilities once they were open to the public. 
I’ve felt it myself in so much 
encouragement and support provided by 
parishioners with genuine concern. Like 
water-bearers, you have refreshed my spirit 
and made ministry worthwhile even when 
the joy and fulfilment of being physically 
together has been missing. When today’s 
gospel describes the “large upper room, 
furnished and ready,” it may be suggesting 
the house churches that were developing in 
Mark’s time to accommodate the 
eucharistic gatherings of the early Christian 
communities, very much akin to the 
domestic church, your own homes, where 
so many of you have joined in our virtual 
community for fourteen months. 

I anticipate that very soon, hopefully in a 
matter of weeks, we will be able to be 
together physically in the church building 
itself. This week I received a draft from the 
bishop and his advisors laying out the 
diocesan guidelines for a re-opening of 
public communal worship as soon as state 
and county authorities approve a date and 
a process. With all of us being vaccinated 
and continuing to use the common sense 
precautions, I look forward to that time. As 
I’ve mentioned several times now, this 
Friday I’ll be undergoing joint fusion surgery 

on my left foot which will put me out of 
commission possibly for a couple months. 
During that time we will most likely revise 
our mass schedule and return to communal 
worship in church. Fortunately, a couple 
members of my community, the Oblates of 
St. Francis de Sales, have generously agreed 
to come out to Lafayette from Michigan and 
Virginia, each for a couple weeks, to cover 
ministry and to stay with me during 
recuperation. I look forward to a full 
recovery so that I can join you once again at 
the Lord’s Table as we share the Eucharistic 
meal that forges our identity and 
strengthens us to be the very Body of Christ 
which we receive. 

 
John Kasper, OSFS 


